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The  death  of  Samuel  Francis  Batchelder 
in  1927  interrupted  his  careful^  arranged 
plan  for  bringing  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Society  up  to  date.  He  had,  however, 
gathered  much  material  for  the  volumes 
then  in  arrears  (1920  to  1924  inclusive),  so 
that  the  present  Editor  has  needed  only 
to  prepare  this  for  the  press  and  add  what- 
ever further  matter  is  still  available  after 
the  lapse  of  so  man}"  }"ears.  In  doing  so, 
he  has  been  constantly  indebted  to  Mrs. 
Gozzaldi’s  unfailing  memory  and  to  the 
encouragement  of  Air.  Briggs.  Following 
Mr.  Batchelder's  plan,  the  present  volume 
contains  the  Proceedings  for  1920  and 
1921;  those  for  1922  will  shortly  be  issued 
as  Volume  XVI,  and  those  for  1923  and 
1924  as  Volume  XATI.  Volumes  XVIII 
(1925)  and  XIX  (1926)  have  already  been 
published  under  Air.  Batchelder’s  editor- 
ship. The  Council  expects  to  publish 
Volumes  XX-XXIII  (1927-1930  inclu- 
sive) within  the  current  year. 

DAVID  T.  POTTINGER 

Editor 


January  1,  1931 
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LONGFELLOW  PRIZE  ESSAY  1920 

The  subject  assigned  for  the  Longfellow  Prize  Essay  was 
“Your  favorite  among  the  Tales  of  the  Wayside  Inn.’^ 

The  first  prize  was  awarded  to  Lillian  ]\I.  Gleason,  of  the 
Cambridge  Latin  School,  who  wrote  on  “King  Olaf^s  Saga/’ 

Honorable  mention  to  Lois  Henderson,  who  wrote  on  “Paul 
Revere’s  Ride.” 

The  award  was  made  March  16,  1920,  at  the  Cambridge 
Latin  School. 
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PROCEEDINGS 


OF 

The  Cambridge  Historical  Society 


FIFTIETH  MEETING 

The  Winter  Meeting  of  the  Society  was  held  at  the 
residence  of  IMr.  James  Leonard  Paine,  9 Waterhouse  Street, 
at  8 P.M.,  Tuesday,  January  27,  1920.  About  thirty  members 
were  present,  President  Thayer  presiding. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  allowed. 

Mr.  Dana,  in  behalf  of  Miss  Longfellow,  presented  an  en- 
larged copy  of  a daguerreotype  of  the  house  occupied  by  the 
Jcnnison  School,  with  a group  of  pupils  nearly  all  of  whom  have 
been  identified  through  the  efforts  of  Miss  Dana. 

Mr.  George  Parker  Winship  spoke  informally  on  Print- 
ing in  Cambridge  Before  1800,’^  with  especial  reference  to  Rev. 
Mr.  Glover  and  his  immediate  successors. 

^Ir.  Norman  Hill  White,  Jr.  read  a paper  on  ‘^Printing 
in  Cambridge  Since  1800.^^ 

Mr.  William  Coolidge  Lane  announced  an  exhibition  of  early 
Cambridge  imprints,  appropriate  to  the  above,  in  the  Treasure 
Room  of  the  Widener  Library. 

After  general  discussion  and  remarks  by  the  members  present, 
the  meeting  adjourned  at  10  p.m. 
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FIFTY-FIRST  MEETING 

The  Spring  Meeting  of  the  Society  was  held  at  the  resi- 
dence of  Mr.  John  Cornelius  Runkle,  8 Willard  Street,  at 
8 P.M.,  on  Tuesday,  April  27,  1920.  About  forty  members  were 
present,  President  Thayer  in  the  chair. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  allowed.  By 
show  of  hands  it  was  voted  that  another  garden  party  be  held  in 
June. 

On  motion  of  Professor  Emerton,  it  was  voted  that  the  Council 
be  requested  to  consider  the  advisability  of  this  Society  becom- 
ing a member  of  the  Bay  State  Historical  League. 

For  the  papers  of  the  evening  William  Roscoe  Thayer  read 
reminiscences  of  an  interview  vdth  James  Russell  Lowell  and 
Leslie  Stephen,  entitled  ^^Two  Celebrities  and  A Caller. 

Dr.  Freeman  Lamprey  Lo'well  of  Boston  read  selections 
from  his  history  of  the  “Harvard  Branch  Railroad”  formerly 
terminating  in  Harvard  Square,  and  exhibited  plans,  time- 
tables, photographs,  etc.  of  the  period  1850-55. 

Mrs.  Runkle  gave  a short  account  of  the  house,  built  1700 
on  Brattle  near  the  comer  of  James  Street,  bought  by  its  pres- 
ent ovmers  about  ten  years  ago,  moved  to  Willard  Street,  re- 
stored, and  enlarged.  The  meeting  then  adjourned  to  give  the 
members  an  opportunity  of  inspecting  the  premises. 
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FIFTY-SECOND  IMEETING 

A Special  Meeting  of  the  Society  was  held  at  4.30  p.m. 

on  Thursday,  June  10,  1920,  at  the  residence  of  Miss 
Alberta  M.  Houghton,  58  Garden  Street.  About  forty  mem- 
bers assembled  under  the  trees  on  the  lawm.  In  the  absence  of 
the  President  and  the  Vice-Presidents,  Mr.  Robinson  of  the 
Council  presided. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  allowed. 

The  Secretary  announced  that  in  accordance  '\^dth  the  vote 
of  the  last  meeting  the  Society  had  been  admitted  to  member- 
ship in  the  Bay  State  Historical  League.  On  motion  of  Mr. 
Sever  it  was  voted  that  the  President  appoint  three  delegates  to 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  League  at  Concord,  June  19. 

For  the  papers  of  the  afternoon  Airs.  Mary  Isabella 
Gozzaldi  read  an  account  of  Roger  Harlakenden,  and  Air. 
W.  E.  Stone  of  Gregory  Stone,  both  former  owners  of  the 
premises.  After  remarks  by  Prof.  W.  Al.  Da\ds  tea  was  ser\^ed 
in  the  house. 
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FIFTY-THIRD  MEETING 


Sixteenth  Annual  Meeting 

The  Sixteenth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Cambridge 
Historical  Society  was  held  at  8 p.m.  on  Tuesday,  October 
26,  1920,  in  the  Parish  House  of  the  First  Parish  Church,  Presi- 
dent Thayer  in  the  chair.  About  thirty-five  members  were 
present. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  allowed. 

It  was  voted  that  the  President  appoint  a Nominating  Com- 
mittee of  three  to  nominate  officers  for  the  ensuing  year.  On 
this  Committee  the  President  appointed  Mr.  George  G.  Wright, 
Miss  Frances  Fowler,  and  Professor  Ephraim  Emerton. 

The  Secretary  read  his  annual  report,  vdth  which  was  incor- 
porated the  annual  report  of  the  Council.  Voted  to  accept  the 
same  and  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Pubhcation. 

Extracts  from  the  annual  report  of  the  Curator  were  read  by 
the  Secretary.  Voted  to  accept  the  Curator’s  report  and  refer 
as  above. 

The  President  acknowledged  with  thanks  the  receipt  from 
Mrs.  John  Mitchell  of  the  works  of  Anne  Bradstreet,  and  from 
Miss  Ethel  Vaughan  of  two  newspapers  of  1865. 

The  Treasurer  read  his  annual  report,  showing  a balance  on 
hand  of  $1,625.  Voted  to  accept  the  same  and  refer  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pubhcation. 

Mr.  Wright  for  the  Nominating  Committee  reported  a fist  of 
nominations  as  below.  Voted  that  the  report  be  accepted  and 
the  Committee  discharged. 

Voted  that  the  Secretary  cast  one  ballot  for  the  officers  as 
nominated. 

The  Secretary  announced  the  ballot  cast,  and  the  President 
declared  the  following  elected : 
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OFFICERS  FOR  1920-21 

President William  Roscoe  Thayer 

r WORTHINGTOX  ChAUNCEY  FoRD 

Vice-Presidents | Henry  Herbert  Ede3 

[ Mary  Isabella  Gozzaldi 

Secretary Samuel  Francis  Batchelder 

Treasurer Francis  Webber  Sever 

Curator Edward  Locke  Gookin 

Council:  the  above  and 

Stoughton  Bell  Richard  Henry  Dana 

Frank  Gaylord  Cook  Alice  Mary  Longfellow 

William  Coolidge  Lane  Fred  Norris  Robinson 

Mr.  Herbert  A.  Saunders  made  an  informal  report  as  delegate 
to  the  Annual  jMeeting  of  the  Bay  State  Historical  League  at 
Lexington  on  June  19  last. 

The  President  announced  the  subject  of  the  Longfellow  Prize 
essay  for  the  year  as  ‘^Longfellow’s  Poems  on  the  Pilgrims.” 

Mr.  Dana  urged  the  raising  of  a special  fund  for  printing  the 
Index  to  Paige’s  History  of  Cambridge,  if  necessary  by  cooper- 
ating with  some  other  organizations.  Voted  that  Mr.  Dana  be 
a committee  to  enquire  and  report  upon  this  matter. 

The  President  annoimced  the  resignation  of  Mr.  William  C. 
Lane  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Publication  and 
Editor  of  the  Annual  Proceedings. 

Mr.  Clarence  Howard  Blackall  then  gave  an  address  on 
“The  City  of  Cambridge  as  our  Material  Inheritance,”  illus- 
trated vdth  fifty  stereopticon  view’s  of  parks,  bridges,  churches, 
office  and  municipal  buildings,  etc.,  from  8.30  to  9.30,  after 
W’hich 

The  meeting  adjourned. 
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FIFTY-FOURTH  MEETING 

The  Winter  Meeting  of  the  Society  was  held  at  8 p.m. 

on  Wednesday,  January  26,  1921,  at  the  residence  of  Mrs. 
Charles  Robert  Sanger,  10  Appleton  Street.  About  thirty  mem- 
bers were  present.  William  Roscoe  Thayer,  Esq.,  presided. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  allowed. 

On  behalf  of  Marshall  A.  Gould,  Esq.,  the  Secretary  exhibited 
an  ancient  waistcoat  worn  by  Joseph  Foster  during  Shays’s 
Rebellion,  presented  to  the  Society  from  the  estate  of  Mrs. 
Sarah  Foster  Hovey  Colburn,  deceased.  Mrs.  Gozzaldi  read 
an  account  of  its  wearer,  who  was  one  of  the  most  prominent 
citizens  of  Cambridge  in  post-revolutionary  times,  and  also  gave 
a sketch  of  Shays’s  Rebellion. 

For  the  papers  of  the  evening  Mr.  George  Grier  Wright 
read  Gleanings  from  Early  Cambridge  Directories,”  and  ex- 
hibited a number  of  these  volumes  from  his  collection;  and  Mr. 
Samuel  F.  Batchelder  read  the  Diary  of  Joseph  Meriam, 
April  19-May  14,  1775,  with  an  introduction  and  explanatory 
observations. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned. 
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FIFTY-FIFTH  jMEETING 

The  Spring  jMeeting  of  the  Society  was  held  on  the  steps 
of  the  Cambridge  Pubhc  Library  at  10  a.m.  on  Tuesday, 
April  19,  1921,  in  connection  wdth  the  general  civic  celebration 
of  Patriots^  Day.  About  forty  members  were  present,  and  a 
considerable  concourse  of  spectators  hned  the  edges  of  the  lavni, 
including  many  school  children.  President  Thayer  introduced 
His  Honor,  Mayor  Quinn,  who  presented  the  speaker,  Mr. 
Thomas  Harrison  Cummings,  who  made  a brief  address  on 
‘^The  Birth  of  the  Flag  in  Cambridge. ^ 

The  pupils  of  the  High  and  Latin  School  and  of  the  Rindge 
Trainmg  School  then  presented  a special  pageant,  ^^Our  Flag  in 
History,  in  ten  groups,  carrying  the  various  forms  of  the  flag, 
and  illustrating  the  various  uniforms  of  cur  army  and  na\"y* 
Each  group  marched  across  the  lawn  and  formed  at  the  base  of 
the  flagstaff  there,  on  which  the  national  standard  was  then 
hoisted  and  the  Salute  to  the  Flag’^  was  rendered  by  all  pres- 
ent. Music  was  furnished  by  the  Harvard  University  Band,  and 
a guard  of  honor  by  three  companies  of  mihtia  and  several 
troops  of  Boy  Scouts. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  exercises  at  11  a.m.,  the  assemblage 
moved  to  Harvard  Square,  where  the  members  of  the  Society 
joined  the  cmc  dignitaries  on  a stand  erected  in  front  of  the 
Sumner  statue.  At  11.30  the  rider  impersonating  Wilham 
Dav/es  arrived  on  his  way  from  Boston  to  Lexington,  escorted 
by  a troop  of  cavalry.  He  dismounted  and  ascended  the  stand 
to  receive  the  greetings  of  the  City  and  the  Society,  w'hile  the 
troops  presented  arms  and  the  band  played  appropriate  selec- 
tions. He  then  remounted  and  continued  on  his  historic  route, 
«»while  the  meeting  dispersed. 

The  weather  was  cool  and  overcast. 

' Mr.  Cummings’s  paper  was  published  by  the  Cambridge  Tribune  Press  in 
1921,  with  the  title  Patriots’  Day  Celebration  at  Cambridge,  Mass.,  April  19,  1921. 
The  shelf  numbers  of  the  copies  in  the  Harvard  College  Library  are  U S 513.65 
and  U S 13207.4.11. 
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FIFTY-SIXTH  IMEETING 


A Special  Meeting  of  the  Society  was  held  at  Elmwood  by 
the  courteous  hospitahty  of  ]\Irs.  Seth  Comstock,  the  pres- 
ent tenant,  on  Saturday,  June  11,  1921.  About  sixty  members 
and  \dsiting  friends  were  present.  At  4 p.m.  President  Thayer 
called  the  meeting  to  order  in  the  ^^new  room.  ’’  Airs.  Gozzaldi 
read  a paper  concerning  the  four  famihes  who  have  Uved  in  the 
house  since  its  erection  in  1766,  and  President  Eliot  spoke 
informally  of  his  recollections  of  James  Russell  Lowell.  Various 
members  contributed  anecdotes  and  reminiscences. 

Refreslmients  were  then  serv^ed  in  the  dining  room,  and  the 
entire  house  thrown  open  for  inspection  until  about  6 p.m. 

The  weather  was  mild  and  sunny. 


FIFTY-SEVENTH  MEETING 


Seventeenth  Annual  Meeting 

The  Seventeenth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Cambridge 
Historical  Society  was  held  at  8 p.m.  on  Tuesday,  October 
25,  1921,  at  the  house  of  Professor  Ephraim  Emerton,  19 
Chauncy  Street.  About  thirty  members  were  present,  Wilham 
Roscoe  Thayer  presiding. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  allowed. 

Voted  that  the  Chairman  appoint  a committee  of  three  to 
nominate  officers  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  Chairman  appointed  Rev.  Henry  B.  Washburn,  Miss 
Clara  Howe,  and  Mr.  George  Deane,  who  retired  to  confer. 

The  Secretary  read  his  annual  report,  with  which  was  com- 
bined the  annual  report  of  the  Council.  Voted  to  accept  the 
report  and  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  Pubhcation. 

In  the  absence  of  the  Curator  no  report  was  received  from 
him. 

The  Treasurer  read  his  annual  report,  shovdng  a balance  on 
hand  of  $1,488.32.  Voted  to  accept  the  report  and  refer  to 
Committee  on  Pubhcation. 

In  consequence  of  the  decease  of  Andrew  McFarland  Da\ds, 
who  had  long  acted  as  Auditor,  it  was  voted  that  the  President 
appoint  a coromittee  of  two  to  audit  the  Treasurer’s  accounts 
for  this  year  and  also  for  last  year,  and  to  file  their  report  with 
the  Secretary. 

On  this  committee  the  President  appointed  Messrs.  Cook  and 

Wright. 

For  the  Nominating  Committee  Mr.  Washburn  reported  a 
list  of  nominations  as  below.  Voted  to  accept  the  report  and 
discharge  the  committee. 
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THE  CAMBRroGE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


Voted  that  the  Secretary  cast  one  ballot  for  the  officers  as 
nominated. 

The  Secretary  announced  the  ballot  cast,  and  the  President 
declared  the  following  as 


OFFICERS  FOR  1921-1922 

President  . 

V ice-Presidents 

Secretary 
Treasurer  . 

Curator 

Council:  the  above  and 

Stoughton  Bell  Willl\m  CooLrooE  Lane 

Frank  Gaylord  Cook  Alice  Mary  Longfellow 

Richard  Henry  Dana  Fred  Norris  Robinson 


Ephraim  Emerton 
( Worthington  Chauncey  Ford 
•j  Henry  Herbert  Edes 
I Mary  Isabella  Gozzaldi 
Samuel  Francis  Batchelder 
Francis  Webber  Sever 
Edward  Locke  Gookin 


The  new  President  took  the  chair  and  made  a short  speech  of 
acceptance. 

On  motion  of  Richard  Henry  Dana  it  was  voted  that  William 
Roscoe  Thayer,  our  retiring  President,  have  the  thanks  of  this 
Society  for  the  time,  thought,  and  energy  he  has  devoted  to  his 
office,  and  for  the  great  success  with  which  he  has  conducted  the 
business  of  the  Society. 

Mrs.  Gozzaldi  distributed  blank  forms  for  the  Early  Set- 
tlers’ Descendants”  records,  only  about  twenty  of  which  have 
ever  been  filled  in. 

Mr.  Wright  spoke  of  the  need  of  a history  of  Cambridge  since 
1800,  from  which  date  its  individual  history  may  be  said  to 
begin.  A ‘‘cooperative  history”  might  be  written  by  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Society.  In  reply  to  a question  he  said  that  the 
remains  of  the  old  court-house  (now  in  Palmer  Street)  were 
probably  not  worth  preserving. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Blackall  voted  that  the  subject  of  a history 
of  Cambridge  by  members  of  the  Society  be  referred  to  the 
Council.  Voted  that  the  question  of  preserving  the  old  court- 
house be  referred  to  the  Council. 
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Mr.  Thayer  suggested  that  as  only  two  competitors  for  the 
Longfellow  Prize  had  handed  in  essays  last  year,  the  competi- 
tion might  be  omitted  this  year.  Voted  that  for  the  current  year 
no  subject  be  announced  for  the  Longfellow  Prize  Essay,  and 
that  pubUc  notice  be  given  of  the  same. 

The  President  read  a letter,  presented  to  the  Society  by  Mrs. 
Gertrude  Parker  Sheffield,  dated  April  29,  1861,  from  Hon.  Joel 
Parker  to  J.  P.  Pichardson,  Captain  of  the  first  Cambridge 
company  in  the  Civil  War,  accompan^-ing  the  gift  of  ninety-six 
suits  of  underflannels  made  for  the  company  by  the  ladies  of 
Cambridge. 

The  President  then  introduced  Miss  Irma  Adelaide  Rich 
of  Boston,  who  read  a paper  on  ^‘Some  Vital  Errors  in  the 
Cambridge  Vital  Statistics.  ” A general  discussion  of  the  paper 
followed  and  many  questions  were  asked.  Voted  that  the  cordial 
thanks  of  the  meeting  be  given  the  speaker  for  her  valuable 
contribution. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned  and  light  refreshments  were 
served. 
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PRINTING  IN  CAMBRIDGE  SINCE  1800 
By  Noeilan  Hill  White,  Jr. 

Read  January  27,  1920 

From  1692,  when  Samuel  Green  retired  as  manager  of  the 
college  press,  there  was  no  printing  done  in  Cambridge  for  over 
a hundred  years,  except  that  done  by  the  brothers  Samuel  and 
Ebenezer  Hall  in  1775,  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  of 
Safety.  The  Halls  were  called  to  Cambridge  from  Salem  in 
May  of  that  year,  shortly  after  the  commencement  of  the  war, 
and  installed  in  the  college,  the  Committee  of  Safety  ordering 
‘Hhat  the  Quartermaster-General  be  directed  to  clear  that 
chamber  in  Stoughton  Hall  occupied  by  S.  Parsons,  Jr.,  as  a 
printing  office  for  Messrs.  Hall. 

Here  the  two  brothers  printed  for  the  approximate  period  of 
a year  for  the  State  Convention  and  the  army,  both  at  that 
time  with  headquarters  in  Cambridge.  They  also  continued  to 
print  their  weekly  paper,  the  Essex  Gazette  and  New  England 
Chronicle.  After  the  British  army  left  Boston  in  1776,  Samuel 
Hall  moved  from  Cambridge  to  that  city  — alone,  as  his 
younger  brother  Ebenezer  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven, 
during  February  of  that  year. 

In  1800,  William  Hilliard  began  printing  in  Cambridge  with 
a new  press  and  types,  on  what  is  now  known  as  Hilliard  Street.^ 
Without  doubt  he  vras  immediately  given  work  by  the  College, 
for  the  proximity  of  his  press  and  the  quahty  of  his  work  must 
have  given  him  a great  advantage  over  the  Boston  printers. 

In  1802,  on  the  Commencement  broadside’^  of  that  year, 
occius  the  first  use  of  the  name  ^‘University  Press,  William 
Hilhard.^’  In  my  possession  is  a pamphlet  with  the  imprint 
“Printed  at  the  University  Press  at  Cambridge  by  William 
Hilhard,  1804.^^  The  title  of  this  pamphlet  is  “Prayer  by  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Lathrop  and  Eulogy  by  Professor  Webber  at  the 
Funeral  of  Rev.  Joseph  Willard,  S.T.D.,  LL.D.,  President  of 

^Said  to  have  been  known  originally  as  “Woodbine  Lane.’’  — S.  F.  B. 
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the  Universitj’  in  Cambridge;  ^dth  a Sermon,  The  Next  Lord’s 
Day,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Holmes.  ” On  the  back  of  the  very  pleas- 
ing cover  page,  which  is  ornamented  by  a border  and  a large 
t>T)e  ornament  in  the  shape  of  a vase,  is  an  “Extract  from  Votes 
of  the  Corporation  of  Harvard  College”: 

“The  holy  providence  of  God  having  on  the  twenty-fifth 
instant  removed  by  death  the  Rev.  President  Willard; 

“September  27,  voted,  that  Professor  Webber  be  requested 
to  deliver  an  Eulogy  at  the  Funeral  on  Saturday  the  29th;  and 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Lathrop  to  introduce,  and  the  Rev.  ^Ir.  Holmes 
to  conclude  the  Solenmity  with  prayer.  ” 

“October  5,  voted,  that  the  Rev.  Dr.  Lathrop  be  requested 
to  furnish  a copy  of  his  Prayer,  and  Professor  AYebber  a copy  of 
his  Eulogy,  delivered  at  the  Funeral  of  the  late  President 
Willard ; and  the  Rev.  ^Ir.  Holmes  a copy  of  his  Sermon,  deliv- 
ered in  the  afternoon  of  the  next  Lord’s  Day;  and  that  the  same 
be  published  at  the  expense  of  the  University.” 

This  excerpt  shows  that  the  name  “University  Press”  was  in 
1804  well  established,  and  that  at  this  time  Hilliard  was  evi- 
dently doing  the  regular  printing  for  the  College. 

I have  a pamphlet  containing  “The  Laws  of  Harvard  Col- 
lege. ” It  is  very  interesting  in  its  contents  as  well  as  its  printing 
history.  The  opening  paragraph  reads: 

“Candidates  for  admission  into  Harvard  College  shall  be 
examined  by  the  President,  and  two,  at  least,  of  the  Tutors.  No 
one  shall  be  admitted,  unless  he  can  translate  Greek  and  Latin 
Authors,  in  common  use,  such  as  Tully,  Virgil,  and  the  New 
Testament;  imderstands  the  rules  of  Grammar  and  Prosody; 
can  write  Latin  correctly,  and  hath  a good  moral  character.” 
This  pamphlet  bears  the  imprint  “Boston:  printed  by  John 
and  Thomas  Fleet,  at  the  Bible  and  Heart,  Cornhill,  1798.” 
As  a rule,  the  imprints  of  the  Fleets  wxre  set  down  in  Latin,  but 
as  the  “Laws”  are  printed  in  English,  the  printer’s  imprint  also 
m in  that  language.  There  is  no  note  made  in  this  instance  of 
this  imprint  that  John  and  Thomas  Fleet  had  any  official  con- 
nection with.  Harvard  College,  but  as  a rule  in  the  College  Cata- 
logues which  were  printed  in  Latin,  the  Fleets  made  note  of 
their  connection  with  the  University.  Another  pamphlet  which 
interests  me  is  a Catalogue  printed  in  Latin  which  bears  the 
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foUowTQg  imprint:  “Bostoniae:  T}T)is  Thomae  & Johannis 
Fleet,  Academiae  Typographorum,  MDCCLXXVI.  Annoque 
Reipublicae  Americanae  primo.’^  (In  the  first  year  of  the 
American  Repubhc.)  As  a rule  the  Fleets  made  note  that  they 
were  either  ^‘Academiae  T>q)ographorum’'  or  ^^Universitatis 
Typographorum.  ” 

The  last  record  of  which  I have  knowledge  concerning  the 
printing  for  the  College  being  done  in  Boston  is  the  ‘^Catalogue 
, of  1800^’  from  the  types  of  John  and  Thomas  Fleet.  That  same 
year,  as  we  have  said,  WiUiam  Hilhard  arrived  in  Cambridge. 

The  imprint  of  the  Catalogue  of  1806  is  as  foUows: 

‘‘CANTABRIGLAE: 

e UNRHERSITATIS  TYTOGRAPHEO; 

Guhelmo  Hilhard  T^^pographo. 

MDCCCVI 

RERUMPinBLICARUM  FOEDERATARUM  AMERICAE 

SUMAIAE 

Potestatis  Anno  XXXI.  ” 

The  Catalogue  of  Harvard  College  in  1809  bears  the  imprint 

‘^Cantabrigiae; 
e Universitatis  Typographeo : 

W.  Hilhard  et  E.  W.  Aletcalf,  Typographis. 

MDCCCIX. 

Rerumpubhcarum  Foederatarum  Americae  Summae 
Potestatis 

Anno  XXXIV. 

In  1811,  the  imprint  of  an  edition  of  Dalzehs  “Collectanea 
Graeca  Majora’^  tells  us  that  Hilhard  and  ]\Ietcalf  were  associ- 
ates at  that  time  also.  In  the  Catalogues  of  1821  and  1824 
appears  the  same  imprint ; but  that  of  1827  states  that  “ Hihiard, 
Metcalf,  et  Soc. were  the  “Typographis.’^ 
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Charles  Folsom  of  the  Class  of  1813  became  identified  wdth 
the  Press  in  the  year  1813.  There  is  no  external  evidence  of  this 
in  the  imprints  until  the  change  of  the  imprint  in  1827  adds  a 
“Company to  the  names  “Hilliard  and  Metcalf. Folsom 
had  a very  high  reputation  and  by  his  scholarship  did  much  to 
increase  the  fame  that  the  University  Press  had  already  gained 
for  good  printing.  Practically  all  the  textbooks  used  in  the 
College  were  printed  there.  P^olsom  was  librarian  of  the  College 
from  1823  to  1826  and  must  have  been  a very  well  educated 
man;  for  during  his  proprietorship  of  the  Press  books  were 
printed  in  Hebrew,  Greek,  Latin,  French,  Italian,  German,  and 
Spanish.  Among  other  books  issued  at  this  time  were  Sparks’s 
eition  of  Washington’s  writings  and  also  his  American  Biog- 
raphy and  Prescott’s  histories. 

In  1842  the  Press  passed  into  the  hands  of  Charles  R.  ]MetcaK, 
Owen  S.  Keith,  and  George  Nichols;  but  within  a year  Mr. 
Keith  retired  and  ]\Iarshall  T.  Bigelow  entered  the  firm. 

Eliab  W.  Metcalf  and  Hilliard  had  become  associated  some 
time  prior  to  1811,  and  it  was  two  years  later  that  Charles 
Folsom  became  identified  with  the  Press.  Metcalf  and  Hilliard 
together  printed  on  what  is  now  the  site  of  the  Boston  Book- 
binding Company,  owned  by  Mr.  Norman  H.  White.  Their 
building,  parts  of  which  are  still  used  by  the  Bookbinding  Com- 
pany, was  situated  at  10  Arrow  Street,  directly  off  Bow  Street. 
These  two  streets  are  so  named  because  of  their  pecuhar  relation 
to  each  other,  which  forms  a bow  and  arrow.  Here  Hilliard  had 
moved  when  Metcalf  joined  him  as  a partner. 

It  is  not  knovm  whether  Charles  R.  Metcalf,  who  later  in 
1842  became  associated  with  the  University  Press,  was  the  son 
of  Eliab  iMetcalf  or  not.  It  is  believed  that  he  was.  After 
Hilliard  and  Metcalf  had  been  printing  some  years  together,  or 
in  other  words  about  1820,  a new  office  was  started  in  Cam- 
bridge by  the  name  of  Dakin  and  ^Metcalf.  This  Metcalf  was 
the  son  of  Hilliard’s  partner  and  probably  the  same  Charles  R. 
Metcalf  who  in  1842  became  one  of  the  owners  of  the  University 
Press,  probably  succeeding  to  his  father’s  interest. 

In  1859,  the  firm  name  was  changed  to  W^elch,  Bigelow  and 
Company,  and  in  1865  this  firm  was  printing  in  a three-story 
frame  building  situated  on  Holyoke  Street  directly  upon  the  site 
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now  covered  by  the  Spee  Club  and  the  Big  Tree  Swimming 
Pool.  The  building  ran  south  upon  Holyoke  Street,  leaving  only 
an  alley  way  between  that  building  which  is  now  the  Catholic 
Church  and  the  southern  end.  On  the  northern  side,  an  ell  ran 
from  east  to  west  forming  between  the  two  di\nsions  a court- 
yard. Entrance  was  gained  by  means  of  a diiveway  through 
the  building  into  the  courtyard  beyond.  Holyoke  House, 
which  now  would  separate  such  a building  from  Massachusetts 
' Avenue,  had  not  then  been  built. 

In  1865  Welch,  Bigelow  and  Company  moved  to  the  Brattle 
House,”  which  was  situated  where  the  subway  now  enters  the 
groimd  at  Brattle  Square.  The  Brattle  House  was  built  around 
1850  for  a hotel,  presumably  to  be  used  by  the  college  trade. 
Shortly  after  its  establishment,  it  was  decided  that  the  Com- 
mencement dinner  should  take  place  at  the  new  hotel.  In  order 
to  take  care  of  the  great  number  of  guests  it  was  necessary  to 
have  the  food,  or  a great  deal  of  it,  cooked  outside.  Thus,  some 
of  the  food  was  left  standing  on  the  table  for  a little  time  before 
the  guests  arrived.  It  appears  to  have  been  a very  hot  day  and 
this  undoubtedly  caused  the  food  to  spoil,  and  when  the  stu- 
dents arrived  vdth  their  friends  they  indignantly  dumped  it  all 
out  of  the  vundows.  This  sounded  the  knell  of  the  ‘^Brattle 
House”  as  a hotel  and  within  a year  or  so  it  was  given  up.  It 
passed  into  the  hands  of  the  Massachusetts  Hospital  Insurance 
Company,  which  held  the  mortgage  when  in  1865  Welch, 
Bigelow  and  Company  moved  into  the  building. 

At  the  time  the  firm  moved  to  this  new  location,  Welch,  who 
was  a very  progressive  and  energetic  man,  had  imported  from 
France  two  cylinder-presses,  which  were  the  first  ones  in  this 
country.  He  appears  to  have  been  the  moving  spirit  of  the  firm 
and  was  of  a very  mechanical  and  ingenious  term  of  mind.  His 
full  name  was  Albion  Kent  Parish  Welch. 

The  trained  printer  of  the  firm  was  Alarshall  T.  Bigelow,  and 
it  was  he  who  had  actual  management  of  the  press  work  and 
composition. 

From  1865  until  1879  Welch,  Bigelow  and  Company  printed 
very  successfully  in  the  ‘‘Brattle  House,”  doing  the  bulk  of 
their  work  for  James  R.  Osgood  and  Company,  the  publishers, 
and  for  Harvard  College.  Osgood  and  Company  were  the  pub- 
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Ushers  of  the  best  wTiters  in  this  country  at  that  time.  The  pro- 
ductions of  Holmes,  Sparks,  Prescott,  Ticknor,  Palfrey,  Judge 
Story,  Quinc3^,  Everett,  Hilliard,  Dana,  Longfellow,  Hawthorne, 
Whittier,  Emerson,  Lowell,  and  many  others  were  printed  by 
"Welch,  Bigelow  and  Company  for  Osgood. 

For  some  reason  this  successful  publishing  firm  failed  in  1879. 
WTth  such  books  and  authors  it  is  hard  to  see,  unless  it  came 
through  gross  mismanagement,  why  any  publishing  house 
should  fail.  Welch,  Bigelow  and  Company,  who  were  immedi- 
ately involved  with  James  R.  Osgood  and  Company’s  failure, 
were  themselves  dravTi  dovm. 

In  1865,  immediately  after  Which,  Bigelow  and  Company 
removed  from  Holyoke  Street,  John  Wilson  and  Son,  printers, 
moved  out  from  Boston  and  took  up  business  in  the  estabhsh- 
ment  vacated  by  Welch,  Bigelow  and  Company.  Here  they 
printed  from  1865  to  1879  when  upon  the  failure  of  the  firm  of 
Welch,  Bigelow  and  Company,  the  failing  Company  was  bought 
out  by  John  Wilson  and  Son  together  with  Mr.  Charles  E. 
Whntworth.  The  entrance  of  Mr.  Charles  E.  Wentworth  did 
not  change  the  firm  name  of  John  Wilson  and  Son.  They  took 
over  the  title  sometimes  used  by  Which,  Bigelow  and  Company 
of  “The  University  Press.” 

From  1879  until  1895  the  printing  establishment  of  John 
Wilson  and  Son  printed  successfully  in  Brattle  Square  for  the 
College  and  for  different  publishers. 

At  the  time  when  the  firm  of  Osgood  and  Company  failed, 
they  had,  as  has  been  mentioned,  an  exceediugly  desirable  list 
of  authors.  S.  D.  Whrren  and  Company,  large  paper  makers, 
were  interested  in  the  continued  pubhcation  of  works  by  the 
men  on  Osgood’s  fist.  It  has  been  said  that  they  bought  the 
copyrights  from  the  firm  and  from  the  authors.  At  any  rate, 
H.  O.  Houghton,  who  is  now  known  as  having  been  the  founder 
of  the  famous  publishing  house  of  Houghton,  Miffliu  and  Com- 
^ pany  and  also  the  Riverside  Press  of  Cambridge,  bought  from 
S.  D.  Warren  and  Company  practically  their  entire  list  of 
authors. 

John  Wilson  was  the  practical  printer  of  the  firm  of  John 
Wilson  and  Son.  He  was  the  “Son”  of  the  firm  name,  and  his 
father  had  been  an  excellent  printer  before  him.  In  1894, 
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through  unfortunate  outside  influences  which  had  nothing  to 
do  with  the  amount  and  quality  of  the  work  which  the  firm  was 
doing,  but  which  had  involved  the  credit  of  the  firm,  John 
Wilson  and  Son  failed  and  William  B.  Reid  was  appointed 
receiver.  Mr.  Reid  had  been  long  with  the  firm,  joining  it  in 
1865  when  it  moved  from  Boston  to  Holyoke  Street,  Cambridge. 

A corporation  was  formed  with  Mr.  John  Wilson  as  President 
and  Mr.  Henry  'WTiite,  President  of  the  Cambridge  Trust  Com- 
pany, as  Treasurer.  Through  the  interest  and  financial  support 
'of  Henry  White  and  Herbert  H.  White,  his  son,  the  corporation 
of  John  Wilson  and  Son,  with  the  added  name  ‘‘The  Univer- 
sity Press”  was  formed.  After  about  a year  John  Wilson  re- 
signed and  Mr.  Henry  White  was  elected  President  with  Mr. 
Herbert  White  as  Treasurer. 

William  Dana  Orcutt,  who  had  married  the  daughter  of  John 
Wfilson,  the  younger,  became  in  1895  the  actual  manager  of  the 
printing  done  by  the  “University  Press.”  He  was  assisted  by 
Mr.  William  B.  Reid,  who  had  been  and  wUo  still  is  with  the 
firm  of  John  Wilson  and  Son  since  1865.  Orcutt  was  a very 
clever  man  and  did  much  to  build  up  the  reputation  for  fine 
printing  which  the  Press  holds.  He  made  several  trips  to  Europe 
in  the  artistic  interests  of  the  Press,  and  these  w^ere  wfithout 
doubt  very  advantageous  to  the  firm’s  reputation.  He  left  the 
Press  in  1910. 

Frank  Hull  was  appointed  manager  of  the  Press  in  1910,  fol- 
lowing Orcutt’s  resignation.  Air.  H ull  w- as  trained  as  a printer 
in  the  Winthrop  Press  in  New  York  and  has  given  his  life  to  the 
work.  The  Press  is  at  present  under  his  management  in  all  w^ays 
other  than  the  financial  control. 

In  1895,  immediately  after  the  forming  of  the  corporation,  a 
new  building  w^as  begun  on  the  river  bank  of  the  Charles  not  far 
from  Brattle  Square.  The  Press  moved  into  this  building  in 
March  of  1896.  Here  it  is  at  present  situated. 

The  Press  is  at  present  doing  work  for  the  College,  although  to 
a great  extent  the  college  work  is  taken  care  of  by  the  Harvard 
University  Press  under  the  management  of  Air.  Harold  Alur- 
dock,  assisted  by  Bruce  Rogers. 

The  University  Press  thus  assumes  to  date  its  beginning  back 
to  1639  wRen  Stephen  and  Alatthew  Day  began  printing  on  the 
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Glover  press.  It  seems  to  have  more  reason  to  claim  the  name 
of  University  Press  than  to  claim  the  date  1639  as  its  founda- 
tion. It  cannot  deny  the  lapse  of  one  hundred  and  eight  years 
in  its  printing  history",  but  it  cannot,  on  the  other  hand,  be  denied 
that  the  Press  is  the  logical  outgrowth  of  that  started  by  William 
HiUiard  in  1800;  and  that,  furthermore,  he  followed  in  succes- 
sion (even  though  a hundred  and  eight  years  interlapsed)  the 
press  of  Samuel  Green,  as  printer  to  the  College,  now  grovm  to 
be  the  University. 

Thus  it  seems  to  me,  though  it  is  a httle  far-fetched,  the  claim 
of  the  University  Press  that  it  is  the  outgrowth  of  the  original 
Glover  Press  which  started  in  Cambridge  in  1639  is  entirely 
valid  and  it  must  be  so  conceded. 
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ROGER  HARLAKENDEN 
Bt  Maey  Isabella  Gozzaldi 

Read  June  10,  1920 

It  IS  usual  at  these  garden  parties  to  recall  the  history  of  the 
place  where  we  meet.  It  falls  to  my  lot  today  to  tell  you  of  the 
first  owner  of  this  land,  which  in  early  times  was  across  the  road 
from  the  Cow  Common,  as  it  then  extended  as  far  as  Linnaean 
Street.  The  first  record  we  have  is  that  this  land  and  the  house 
standing  on  it,  the  property  of  Roger  Harlakenden,  was  sold  in 
1639  to  Gregory  Stone. 

Roger  Harlakenden  came  of  a distinguished  English  family. 
He  is  said  to  have  been  descended  from  King  Edward  III.^  His 
ancestor  Wilham  Harlakenden  died  at  Wood-Church,  Kent,  in 
1081.  In  the  early  years  of  the  seventeenth  century  he,  with 
his  brother  Richard  and  sister  Mabel,  was  living  on  their  father’s 
estate  Earls  Colne,  Essex. 

In  1623  Thomas  Shepard  graduated  at  Emmanuel  College, 
Cambridge,  took  his  A.M.  there  in  1627,  and  having  taken 
orders  in  the  Established  Church,  came  soon  after  to  Earls 
Colne  as  lecturer.  He  became  the  intimate  friend  of  the  young 
people  at  the  great  house.  Roger  was  then  a lad  of  sixteen. 
Rev.  Mr.  Shepard  remained  there  more  than  three  years.  His 
next  charge  was  at  Buttercombe,  Yorkshire,  where  he  married 
Margaret  Touteville  in  1632.  He  had  imbibed  Puritan  doctrines 
at  Cambridge  and  his  preaching  was  not  acceptable  to  the 
authorities  of  the  Church.  He  and  his  delicate  young  wife  went 
from  place  to  place  in  Northumberland  trying  to  keep  out  of 
the  way  of  their  persecutors.  Meanwhile  Roger  Harlakenden 
had  married  and  in  1634  his  wife,  Emlen,  died.  He  then  joined 
the  Shepards  and  shared  with  them  their  hiding  places,  paydng 
all  expenses.  At  last  they  went  to  London  and  lived  with  Mrs. 
Sherbourne. 

Rev.  Mr.  Shepard  was  beginning  to  feel  that  his  usefulness  to 

iNew  England  Historic  Genealogical  Register,  Volume  56,  pp.  40,  319-320. 
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the  Chiirch  in  England  was  at  an  end.  Has  \\dfe  was  anxious  to 
go  to  some  place  where  they  could  live  more  peacefully.  His 
friend  John  Bridge,  one  of  the  earhest  settlers  in  Cambridge,  a 
deacon  and  selectman,  urged  him  to  come  here;  and  finally  a 
number  of  men,  who  had  been  helped  by  his  preaching  and  who 
had  befriended  him,  volunteered  to  come  vith  him  and  bring 
their  families.  So  he  was  ready  for  the  great  adventure,  though 
he  professed  himself  just  as  ready  to  remain  in  England. 

Roger  Harlakenden,  during  their  wanderings,  had  wooed  and 
won  a second  wife;  we  do  not  know  where  he  found  her.  She 
was  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Godfrey  Bosville,  Esq.  They  were 
married  in  June,  1635.  In  the  early  summer  preparations  were 
made  for  the  emigration.  Roger’s  sister  Alabel  was  to  go; 
Richard  stayed  in  England  and,  although  he  had  various  grants 
of  land  around  here,  never  came  over.  It  was  arranged  that 
Joseph  and  George  Cook,  noted  men  wRo  had  helped  Shepard 
in  his  hiding  and  found  it  advisable  but  difScult  to  leave  the  old 
country,  should  sail  with  them  disguised  as  their  servants. 
Doubtless  they  brought  other  real  serv^ants  with  them  also,  but 
we  do  not  know  wRo  they  w^ere. 

The  Shepards  had  lost  a httle  baby,  Thomas,  in  London.  A 
second  Thomas  w^as  born  there  and  w^as  four  months  old.  Ehza- 
beth  Sherborne,  in  wRose  house  they  had  been  hiding,  accom- 
panied them.  The  minister  registered  as  Thomas  Shepard  (with 
tW'O  p’s)  husbandman.  His  younger  half-brother,  Samuel  Shep- 
ard, and  some  tw^enty  famihes  completed  the  party. 

The  first  attempt  at  crossing  the  ocean  w*as  a failure,  as  stress 
of  w’eather  compelled  the  ship  to  return  to  port.  Mr.  Shepard 
w^as  discouraged  when  he  saw  wRat  the  voyage  would  be  like, 
and  was  inclined  to  give  up  going;  but  finally  they  sailed  in  The 
Defense  on  August  10  and  arrived  safely  in  Boston  on  October  3, 
1635.  Tw^o  days  later  they  came  to  Cambridge.  It  was  a pro- 
pitious time  for  them  to  come,  for  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker  and  a 
number  of  his  follow’ers  w^ere  departing  for  a march  through 
the  wilderness  to  found  Hartford,  Connecticut,  and  Governor 
Thomas  Dudley  was  thinking  of  removing  to  Ipswich.  Shep- 
ard’s company  promptly  bought  the  houses  that  fell  vacant. 
Roger  Harlakenden  bought  the  house  that  Governor  Dudley 
had  built  on  the  corner  of  Dunster  and  South  Streets.  It  over- 
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looked  the  marshes  and  Charles  River,  and  was  the  house  which 
the  Governor  had  been  reprimanded  by  the  authorities  for 
building  and  paneling,  as  too  luxurious. 

From  the  beginning  Roger  Harlakenden  took  an  interest  in 
town  affairs;  he  attended  the  first  town  meeting  after  his  arrival 
in  November,  and  his  name  heads  the  list  of  the  townsmen  or 
selectmen  elected  that  day.  He  received  many  grants  of  land, 
owned  three  houses,  and  perhaps  built  the  one  that  stood  here 
for  his  servants.  The  next  year  he  w^as  made  an  Assistant. 
When  the  regiment  was  formed  for  Cambridge,  Charlestown, 
Watertown,  and  Dedham,  Governor  John  Haynes  was  made 
Colonel  and  Harlakenden  Lieutenant-Colonel.  Governor 
Haynes  married  !Mabel  Harlakenden  for  his  second  wife.  On 
November  20,  1637  Roger  was  appointed  by  the  General  Court 
on  the  committee  with  Governor  Winthrop,  Governor  Dudley, 
and  Governor  Bellingham  to  have  charge  of  the  affairs  of  the 
College.  Governor  Winthrop  writes  of  him,  ‘'He  was  a very 
Godly  man  and  of  good  use  both  to  the  Commonwealth  and  to 
the  Chmch.” 

A month  after  settling  into  the  Dudley  House  a httle  daughter, 
Ehzabeth,  was  born;  and  in  September,  1638,  a second  daughter, 
Margaret,  came.  Two  months  later  Roger  Harlakenden  sick- 
ened vdih.  the  dreaded  smallpox  and  on  November  17,  1638,  he 
died.  If  it  had  not  been  that  his  career  was  thus  cut  short,  he 
would  undoubtedly  have  been  a prominent  founder  of  the  Col- 
ony. He  was  buried  with  military  honors  in  the  Burial  Place  on 
Garden  Street,  and  deeply  mourned.  Rev.  Mr.  Shepard  was 
inconsolable.  He  called  him  “^ly  most  dear  friend  and  most 
precious  servant  of  Jesus  Christ.”  In  his  will  Roger  Harlakenden 
left  forty  pounds  to  Mr.  Shepard  and  twenty  pounds  to  be  used 
by  him  in  the  church.  In  heu  of  this  sum  a milch  cow  was  given 
to  the  church,  the  milk  being  distributed  to  needy  parishioners. 

Herbert  Pelham,  a distinguished  man,  arrived  in  Cambridge 
about  this  time  and  married  ^Irs.  Harlakenden  for  his  second 
wife.  They  continued  to  hve  in  the  Dudley  House  and  had 
eight  children.  Pelham  was  the  first  Treasurer  of  Harv^ard  Col- 
lege and  held  many  other  offices  of  note.  The  family  returned 
to  England,  where  Pelham  became  a member  of  Parliament. 
His  son  Edward  remained  here  and  owned  the  Dudley  House. 
We  do  not  know  what  became  of  the  two  Harlakenden  girls. 
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JOSEPH  FOSTER  AND  SHAYS’S  REBELLION 
By  IMary  Isabella  Gozzaldi 

Read  January  26,  1921 

The  President  showed  a red  waistcoat  of  an  ancient  fashion  here'^ith  pre- 
sented to  the  society  by  a descendant  of  Mr.  Joseph  Foster,  and  said  that 
Mrs.  Gozzaldi  would  tell  who  he  was  and  when  he  w^ore  it. 

I HAVE  been  asked  to  tell  you  of  Mr.  Joseph  Foster  and  to 
recall  to  your  minds  Shays’s  Rebelhon,  at  which  time  he  came 
forward  as  a defender  of  the  government  in  what  Fiske  calls 
^Hhe  critical  period  of  American  history.”  Mr.  Joseph  Foster, 
fifth  in  descent  from  Edward  the  settler,  was  a prominent  mer- 
chant of  Boston,  who  bought  the  house  built  by  Richard  Lech- 
mere  on  the  northwest  corner  of  Brattle  and  Sparks  Streets, 
later  ovmed  by  Attorney-General  Jonathan  Sewall,  and  the 
prison  of  the  Baroness  Riedesel  in  1779.  Longfellow  described 
it  as  the  old  house  under  the  lindens.  ” In  the  nineteenth  cen- 
tury it  was  owned  and  occupied  by  John  Brewster,  who  altered 
it  and  finally  removed  it  to  the  western  end  of  his  land,  where 
it  now  stands  on  the  corner  of  Riedesel  venue. 

YTien  Mr.  Foster  lived  there,  it  was  a rather  imposing  house. 
He  was  a brother  of  Bossenger  Foster,  who  was  then  living  in 
the  Vassall  House.  He  was  much  respected,  and  his  memory 
lives  through  his  hospitality.  His  nephews  and  nieces  and  their 
children  always  liked  to  go  to  Uncle  Joe’s.  His  first  wife  was 
Miriam,  daughter  of  John  Cutler,  Grand  Master  of  the  Alasons, 
who  officiated  at  the  funeral  of  General  Washington.  After  her 
death  he  married  iMrs.  iMary  (Davis)  Sohier,  widow  of  S.  D. 
Sohier.  He  died  here  on  June  25,  1835. 

In  1786  the  country  was  drifting  toward  anarchy.  There  was 
much  jealousy  between  the  uneducated  farmers  of  Alassachu- 
setts  and  the  merchants  and  lawyers  of  Boston.  At  Hatfield  in 
August  there  was  an  outbreak  of  popular  wTath  at  a convention 
where  it  was  decided  that  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  should 
be  abolished,  no  funds  granted  to  Congress,  and  paper  money 
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should  be  issued  at  once.  The  angry  farmers  declared  that  the 
Legislature,  then  sitting  in  Boston,  was  under  the  influence  of 
wicked  lawyers  and  merchants  who  w'ould  not  do  justice  to  the 
people.  It  w^as  insisted  that  the  laws  should  be  made  in  some 
small  inland  town  w^here  they  could  be  watched.  Courts  were 
broken  up  by  armed  men  at  Concord,  Worcester,  Great  Bar- 
rington, and  Northampton. 

In  September  the  Supreme  Court  w^as  to  sit  at  Springfield, 
and  Governor  Bow^doin  sent  a force  of  six  hundred  militia  to 
protect  it.  This  was  met  by  a great  number  of  insurgents  under 
Daniel  Shays,  ^vho  had  been  a Captain  in  the  Continental  Army. 
John  Fiske  says,  ‘^He  was  a poor  creature,  w^anting  in  ^courage 
and  good  faith.  The  court  did  not  meet.  Barns  were  burned, 
houses  plundered,  and  the  needy  veterans  of  the  Revolution 
were  organized  against  the  country  they  had  helped  to  found. 
At  Worcester  twelve  hundred  or  more  lived  at  free  quarters  and 
were  drilled  by  Shays. 

Governor  Bowdoin  called  out  forty-four  hundred  men  under 
command  of  General  Lincoln.  As  the  state  treasury  was  nearly 
empty,  some  'wealthy  gentlemen  of  Boston  subscribed  money  to 
equip  the  troops.  Among  them  was  Mr.  Joseph  Foster.  He  and 
others  probably  accompanied  the  soldiers  to  Worcester. 

As  the  insurgents  viere  in  need  of  military  stores,  they 
marched  on  Springfield,  intending  to  capture  the  Federal 
arsenal  there  and  supply  themselves.  General  Shepard  held  the 
place  with  t'vvelve  hundred  men.  On  January  25,  Shays  at- 
tacked, hoping  to  be  able  to  seize  the  arsenal  before  Lincoln 
should  bring  up  reinforcements.  As  soon  as  the  insurgents  be- 
gan to  fall  rmder  Shepard’s  fire,  a panic  seized  them  and  they 
retreated  in  disorder  to  Ludlow  and  then  to  Amherst,  setting 
fire  to  barns  and  robbing  the  inhabitants. 

Three  days  later,  on  the  approach  of  Lincoln’s  army,  Shays 
retreated  to  Pelham  and  planted  his  forces  on  two  steep  hills 
protected  at  the  bottom  by  snowdrifts.  Lincoln  advanced  to 
Hadley  and  tried  to  make  peace.  He  told  the  insurgents  that  in 
contesting  the  state  government  they  had  incurred  the  penalty 
of  death,  but  he  would  obtain  a pardon  for  them  if  they  would 
lay  down  their  arms.  Shays  seemed  'availing  to  yield  and  Feb- 
ruary 3 was  appointed  for  a conference.  Some  of  the  officers 
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met  leading  rebels,  and  while  they  were  engaged  Shays  de- 
camped and  marched  through  Prescott  and  North  Dana  to 
Petersham.  Towards  night  his  trick  was  discovered  and  Lincoln 
with  his  whole  force  in  pursuit  marched  over  the  mountain 
ledges  of  Shutesbury  and  New  Salem.  The  day  had  been  mild, 
but  during  the  night  the  thermometer  dropped  to  below  zero 
and  cutting  snow  fell.  There  was  great  suffering  during  the  last 
ten  miles,  and  the  whole  march  of  thirteen  miles  over  steep 
snow-covered  roads  was  a worthy  exploit  for  these  Revolution- 
ary veterans.  Shays  had  not  looked  for  such  energy,  and  while 
he  and  his  men  were  getting  their  Sunday  breakfast  they  were 
taken  by  surprise.  In  a few  minutes  most  of  them  had  fled. 
Shays  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  were  taken  prisoners;  the 
rest  fled  toward  Athol  and  Northfield  and  sought  refuge  in  Ver- 
mont. A Captain  Hamblin  with  several  hundred  insurgents  took 
Stockbridge  and  carried  off  some  of  the  leading  citizens  as  hos- 
tages. At  Sheffield  he  was  defeated,  thirty  of  his  men  were 
killed  and  the  rest  scattered.  This  was  the  end  of  the  rebelhon. 
Many  of  the  leaders  were  tried,  and  fourteen  were  convicted  of 
treason  and  condemned  to  death.  In  April  Governor  Hancock 
was  elected  in  place  of  Governor  Bowdoin  and  he  pardoned 
them  all. 
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GLEANINGS  FROM 
EARLY^  CAMBRIDGE  DIRECTORIES 

By  George  Grier  Wright 

Read  January  26,  1921 

'‘During  my  life  Cambridge  has  grown  from  a town  of  three 
thousand  to  a city  of  more  than  fifty  thousand  souls,  but  I am 
sure  you  wall  pardon  me  for  saying  that  it  is  the  old  town,  with 
its  homeher  and  closer  (I  will  not  say  narrower)  interests,  that 
is  dearest  to  my  memory.  There  I was  born;  there  I have  had 
the  good  fortune  to  pass  my  life;  there  my  most  precious  friend- 
ships have  been  won  and  have  continued  unbroken  even  by 
death.  I trust  that  I may  never  bring  discredit  on  my  birth- 
place, and  that  my  dust  may  be  permitted  to  mingle  lovingly 
with  its  own.  It  must  be  a good  soil  that  could  bring  forth  or 
sustain  such  men  and  women  as  I remember.  Thus  wrote  our 
fellow  townsman  James  Russell  Lowell.  Like  Mr.  Lowell  I can 
say  that  during  my  lifetime  our  city  has  grown  from  a popula- 
tion of  about  13,000  to  its  present  population,  113,000;  its  valu- 
ation from  89,800,000  to  $141,700,000;  its  rate  of  taxation  from 
$5.40  per  $1,000  to  831.30  per  $1,000;  and  like  him  I too  can  say 
that  it  is  the  old  town  with  its  homely,  closer  interests  which  is 
dearest  to  me.  As  I go  about  the  thickly  built  city,  I can  recall 
the  days  when  the  city  was  not  compelled  to  provide  play- 
grounds; the  vacant  land  all  around  furnished  ample  oppor- 
tunity for  the  boys  of  that  day.  Near  its  borders  rest  those  who 
were  nearest  and  dearest  to  me,  whose  kind  and  lo\dng  care  has 
enabled  me  to  continue  here.  Like  Mr.  Lowell,  I also  trust  that 
I may  never  bring  discredit  on  my  birthplace  and  that  my  dust 
may  also  mingle  vdth  its  dust  in  the  companionship  of  a loving 
father,  a devoted  mother,  and  a loyal  sister. 

As  years  go  by,  there  are  few  who  do  not  find  pleasure  when 
they  pick  up  some  old  book  which  recalls  friends  of  the  past  or 
events  of  the  days  which  are  gone.  While  the  current  directory 
is  a mere  utilitarian  publication  useful  for  the  moment,  it  is 
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different  when  one  looks  over  a directory  of  fifty  years  or  more 
ago.  As  one  reads  over  the  pages  of  an  old  directory,  what 
changes  does  it  disclose ; what  well-known  former  residents  does 
it  recall;  how  much  of  pleasure,  perhaps  some  feelings  of  sorrow 
mingled  with  it,  do  we  experience! 

The  early  directories  of  Cambridge  as  well  as  of  other  places 
(Boston,  for  instance)  contained  much  of  interest  which  finds 
no  place  in  the  directory  of  today  — short  accounts  of  the 
schools  and  of  the  churches,  dates  of  important  events  local  as 
well  as  foreign.  The  first  Cambridge  directory  was  a business 
directory,  giving  the  namfes  of  the  business  men  only,  and  did 
not  contain  the  names  of  the  residents.  It  was  called  “The 
Cambridge  Almanac  and  Business  Directory’’  and  contained 
only  68  pages,  four  inches  by  six  and  a half  inches,  with  paper 
covers.  It  was  published  in  1847.  In  addition  to  many  adver- 
tisements of  Cambridge  and  Boston  business  men,  w^ere  many 
items  of  interest.  On  the  first  tw^o  pages  w^ere  the  advertise- 
ments of  three  booksellers,  one  in  Harvard  Square,  the  others 
in  the  Port.  The  advertisement  of  George  Nichols,  “Bookseller 
to  the  University,  ” offers  a hint  to  the  stores  of  today:  “for  sale 
at  the  low^est  Boston  prices”  he  says,  and  his  wares  were  all 
literary.  Nichols  w^as  located  at  the  corner  of  Holyoke  Street; 
he  w'as  succeeded  b}"  John  Bartlett,  later  of  the  firm  of  Little 
and  Browm,  Boston  publishers,  and  the  compiler  of  Familiar 
Quotations.  Bartlett  removed  to  the  corner  of  Brighton  Street 
(now'  Boylston),  w'here  the  business  w'as  later  transferred  to 
Sever  and  Francis,  and  until  his  recent  death  w'as  carried  on  by 
George  H.  Kent.  The  business  was  established  by  John  Ow'en 
in  1839. 

The  preface  to  the  directory  says,  “In  presenting  the  first 
number  of  the  Cambridge  Almanac  and  Business  Directory,  w^e 
feel  confident  that  we  have  not  mistaken  the  w^ants  of  nearly 
every  adult  member  of  the  community.  To  the  citizen  it  w'ill  be 
found  a convenient  book  of  reference  as  it  contains  information 
not  only  of  a local  but  general  character.  To  the  stranger  it  w'ill 
serve  as  a guide  to  the  business  of  Cambridge  and  to  the  ci\dl, 
religious,  benevolent,  and  other  institutions  of  the  city.”  The 
publisher  promises  another  year  to  furnish  a general  directory 
at  a moderate  price. 
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Turning  the  title  page  we  find  the  advertisement  of  four  lines 
of  omnibuses.  First  come  the  Old  Line  and  the  New  Line, 
together  offering  conveyance  to  Boston  every  fifteen  minutes 
during  the  day  from  6.30  a.m.  until  9.00  p.m.,  the  last  omnibus 
from  Boston  lea\dng  Brattle  Street  at  10  p.m.  Fares  from 
Harvard  Square  15  cents,  forty  tickets  for  85.00;  from  Cam- 
bridgeport  12}/2  cents,  ten  tickets  for  81.00.  It  was  the  practice 
during  the  winter  to  cover  the  floor  of  the  omnibus  vdth  a deep 
layer  of  loose  straw  and  this  was  continued  in  the  street  cars 
until  some  time  in  the  70’s.  The  omnibus  called  for  passengers 
at  their  residence  before  starting  for  Boston  if  requested.  The 
first  regular  public  conveyance  to  Boston  was  operated  by 
Nathaniel  Stimson  and  Joseph  Seaver  in  1795,  who  made  two 
trips  a day  vdth  a two-horse  coach  carr}dng  eight  passengers  — 
their  approach  being  announced  by  the  sound  of  a horn.  The 
first  omnibus  was  placed  on  the  road  on  Commencement  Day, 
1834,  and  in  1837  the  trips  increased  to  every  half  hour.  Com- 
petition began  in  1843,  but  the  principal  lines  later  were  con- 
sohdated  and  finally  all  their  property  was  sold  to  the  Union 
Railway  when  the  horse  railroad  (the  first  in  New  England) 
began  its  operation  ^larch  26,  1856.  The  population  of  Cam- 
bridge is  given  as  12,490;  that  of  Boston  114,366.  Then  follow 
twelve  pages  devoted  to  monthly  calendars  with  various  items 
of  interest.  The  revenue  of  West  Boston  Bridge  in  1834  is  stated 
to  have  been  812,928.00;  that  of  Craigie  Bridge  the  same  year, 
83,173.00.  Tolls  were  collected  from  all  who  used  these  bridges 
until  February  1,  1858,  when  they  were  declared  free,  and  the 
event  was  celebrated  by  a procession  of  the  citizens  of  Cam- 
bridge to  the  West  Boston  Bridge  on  that  day.  The  last  toll 
bridge  in  Cambridge  was  the  Brookline  Street  at  Cottage  Farm 
which  was  made  free  in  1870  by  act  of  the  Legislature,  at  which 
time  Andrew  B.  Harlow  was  the  toll  gatherer.  Harvard  College 
is  said  to  be  ‘‘not  only  the  oldest,  but  possesses  literary  advan- 
tages unequalled  by  any  other  institution  of  the  kind  in 
America.^’ 

“The  principal  college  buildings  are:  University  Hall,  Har- 
vard Hall,  Divinity  Hall  and  four  other  brick  edifices  called 
Massachusetts,  Hollis,  Stoughton  and  Holworthy  Halls,  and 
Holden  Chapel.’^ 
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Among  the  apothecaries  was  the  firm  of  A.  H.  Ramsay  A Co., 
a business  which  continued  under  Walter  A.  Claflin  until  the 
building  of  the  subway  compelled  his  removal.  In  the  Port  the 
business  of  Joel  S.  Orne  commenced  1841  and  continued  until 
1906.  The  bakers  were  ]Moore  and  Smith,  a business  which  was 
established  about  1820,  was  carried  on  by  William  Wright  from 
1852  to  1898,  and  came  to  an  end  in  1917  with  the  failure  of  the 
Cambridge  Baking  Company.  There  were  five  bakers  in  the 
whole  city,  including  Artemas  Kennedy,  the  cracker  baker, 
whose  business,  established  1839,  was  merged  with  the  National 
Biscuit  Co.  about  twenty  years  ago.  Among  the  blacksmiths 
were  Dexter  Pratt,  the  Village  Blacksmith  of  Longfellow’s  poem, 
who  died  October  1847;  Nutting  & Prescott,  and  Andrew  J. 
Jones,  who  continued  in  active  business  until  their  death  some 
thirty  years  ago.  James  ^Munroe  & Co.,  in  the  Lyceum  building, 
kept  a bookstore  as  well  as  George  Nichols,  pre\dously  men- 
tioned, and  their  business,  estabhshed  in  1839,  is  now  continued 
by  Amee  Brothers.  The  shoe  dealers  were  Otis  Danforth  and 
Thomas  J.  White;  both  of  these  appear  to  have  gone  out  of 
basiness  by  the  close  of  the  Ci\dl  War,  lea\dng  no  successors. 
Among  the  carriage  builders  were  E.  A.  & F.  L.  Chapman, 
whose  business  was  established  1829  and  continued  until  1900. 
William  T.  Richardson  was  the  only  wood  and  coal  dealer  at 
Harv^ard  Square;  the  business,  which  was  established  in  1840, 
was  continued  by  several  successors  until  the  building  of  the 
Parkway  deprived  them  of  their  wharf  in  1901.  Whitney 
Brackett  & Co.,  furniture  dealers,  were  located  in  Brattle 
Square,  where  the  business,  established  in  1830,  was  continued 
until  his  death  recently  by  John  H.  Sawyer.  Hill  & Stearns’ 
liverj^  stable  w^as  located  on  Church  Street  and  the  business, 
established  prior  to  1839,  has  been  continued  by  several  suc- 
cessors to  the  Cambridge  Coach  Co.  Then  as  now  Palmer 
Street  w^as  the  center  for  various  sorts  of  mechanics:  carpenters, 
blacksmiths,  painters,  etc.  ]Most  if  not  all  w^ere  convinced  that 
the  primitive  mode  of  trading  by  barter  w’as  the  only  proper 
method  and  they  expected  neither  to  pay  nor  to  receive  money 
from  those  who  could  trade  that  w^ay.  Everj"  Januai^^  bills  were 
exchanged  and  balances  carried  forward  to  the  next  year.  One 
year  when  the  balance  was  against  my  father  I paid  one  of  them. 
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much  against  his  will,  so  much  so  that  he  called  my  father^s 
attention  to  it.  William  Newell,  John  A.  Albro,  Nicholas 
Hoppin,  and  Benjamin  I.  Lane  were  the  clergy  in  charge  of  the 
four  churches  which  at  that  time  supplied  the  religious  needs 
of  Old  Cambridge. 

I cannot  recall  Air.  Lane  of  the  Baptist  Church,  whose  term 
of  ser\dce  was  only  a little  over  two  years.  The  others  were  well 
known  to  me  and  probably  to  many  of  our  members  as  well. 
They  were  the  old  style  clerg\Tnen  who  gave  their  lives  to  their 
people,  in  fact  were  the  fathers  of  their  people.  They  received 
the  children  into  the  arms  of  the  Church,  married  them  when 
they  came  to  suitable  age,  comforted  them  in  all  their  sorrows 
and  afflictions  through  life’s  journey,  and  at  last  committed 
their  bodies  to  the  earth  and  commended  their  souls  to  the  lov- 
ing care  of  their  Heavenly  Father.  Dr.  Newell  served  his 
Church  for  thirty-eight  years.  Dr.  Hoppin  thirty-five  years. 
Dr.  Albro  thirty  years.  The  words  of  Goldsmith  would  rightly 
describe  these  men  — men  whose  faces  carried  the  assurance 
that  like  Enoch  of  old  they  had  walked  with  God  and  had 
learned  the  truth,  ‘Hf  with  all  your  hearts  ye  truly  seek  Ale,  ye 
shall  ever  surely  find  Ale.^’ 

In  East  Cambridge  was  Alanasses  P.  Dougherty  who  was 
transferred  to  St.  Peter’s  Church  on  Concord  Avenue  in  1849 
w’hen  that  chmch  was  built,  where  he  remained  until  his  death 
about  1877.  For  many  years  Father  Dougherty’s  parish  included 
Lexington,  Arlington,  and  Brighton  as  well  as  the  larger  part 
of  Cambridge.  A man  of  great  energ\^  and  strength,  he  deserves 
to  be  held  in  lo\dng  memory  by  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Cam- 
bridge. In  the  Port  among  other  clerg^nnen  were  William  A. 
Stearns,  who  was  for  many  years  Chairman  of  the  School  Com- 
mittee and  who  served  twenty-three  years;  Artemas  B.  Aluzzey, 
Joseph  W.  Parker,  and  John  F.  W.  Ware. 

John  Read  & Co.  and  William  Watriss  furnished  dry  goods 
in  those  days  and  have  left  no  successors  among  us  at  the  pres- 
ent time.  Among  those  in  the  Port  was  Edward  Hyde,  whose 
business  was  continued  until  1916,  by  various  successors.  Of 
the  house  painters  James  H.  Thayer  is  the  only  one  whose 
business  has  continued  to  the  present  time  but  removed  many 
years  ago  to  the  Port.  Sylvanus  Plympton  and  Alorrill  Wyman 
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were  the  leading  physicians,  the  latter  continuing  practice  until 
recent  yeai's  and  ser\dng  as  the  first  president  of  the  Cambridge 
Hospital. 

In  those  days  it  required  only  ten  laT\^-ers  to  supply  the  legal 
needs  of  the  whole  city,  only  one  of  whom  had  an  office  in  Old 
Cambridge,  Benjamin  W.  WTiitney.  The  Temperance  House, 
kept  by  John  Wyeth  in  Brattle  Square  where  the  University 
Press  was  located  later,  was  the  only  public  house,  although 
there  were  seven  in  all  required  to  supply  the  whole  city. 
Merrifield  & Donnell  sold  stoves  and  tinware,  and  the  business 
has  been  carried  on  by  various  successors  down  to  Russell 
Cameron  now  on  Brattle  Street.  The  West  India  Goods  estab- 
lishment of  Wood  & Hall,  established  1837,  has  come  dovm 
through  an  unbroken  line  of  successors  to  the  Frank  P.  Merrill 
Co.  None  of  the  other  West  India  Goods  dealers  has  any  repre- 
sentative among  the  grocers  of  the  present  day,  the  business  of 
J.  H.  W^yeth  & Co.,  recently  closed,  ha\dng  been  started  by 
Wyeth  & Day  about  1856. 

The  University  Printing  Establishment,  Metcalf  & Co., 
Holyoke,  near  Harvard  Street,  employed  forty  persons  using 
four  power  presses  which  were  running  constantly  during  week- 
days. Their  arrangements  for  printing  in  the  Greek,  Hebrew, 
and  German  languages  were  said  to  be  unequalled  by  any  other 
establishment  in  the  Union.  There  are  many  names  among  the 
business  men  of  those  days,  familiar  to  people  fifty  years  ago 
but  strange  and  unknown  to  the  present  generation,  of  whom  I 
have  made  no  mention  — men  of  strict  integrity,  prudent  and 
industrious,  good  citizens,  whose  ways  would  fare  badly  in  the 
present  methods  of  doing  business.  The  following  epitaph  from 
a country  grave-yard  well  describes  most  of  them:  ^‘He  was 
industrious  in  his  calling,  peaceable  in  his  behavior,  upright  in 
his  dealings,  kind  to  the  distressed,  friendly  to  the  clergy,  very 
constant  in  public  worship,  and  faithful  in  his  office  in  the 
church. 

The  following  occupations  in  the  old  directory  do  not  appear 
in  the  directory  of  these  da^^s,  in  some  cases  as  a result  of  modern 
consohdations,  in  other  cases  because  the  goods  produced  are 
no  longer  in  demand:  Leather  and  “Morocco  dressers;  Twine  and 
Small  Cordage  manufactory;  Ptule  makers;  Starch  factory; 
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Candle  manufactory;  Lamp  Black  maker;  Pump  and  Block 
maker;  Car  manufactory;  Glass  works. 

The  list  of  streets  contains  the  names  of  only  134  streets  and 
squares,  as  against  about  800  today.  There  were  numerous 
duplications  of  names  of  streets  notwithstanding  that  a survey 
of  the  town  had  been  made  in  1838  and  a vote  passed  to  change 
the  names  of  such  streets.  These  streets  of  the  same  name  were 
in  different  wards,  eight  names  being  given  to  two  streets  each, 
and  one  name  to  three  streets,  or  one  in  each  ward.  In  1857  the 
directory  calls  attention  to  the  absence  of  sign  boards  so  that  a 
stranger  cannot  find  his  way  without  frequent  inquiries.  The 
editor  protests  against  this  system  of  ‘Tocomotive  sign  boards’^ 
and  makes  appeal  that  every  street  should  have  its  name  dis- 
played in  plain  letters  at  the  principal  crossings. 

There  were  only  two  banks  of  discount,  the  Cambridge  Bank, 
now  the  Central  Trust,  and  the  Charles  River,  established  1832, 
now  the  Charles  River  Trust.  Discount  day  was  Wednesday  at 
the  Charles  River,  Tuesday  and  Friday  at  the  Cambridge.  In 
those  days  persons  washing  to  borrow  money  were  required  to 
make  their  application  to  the  cashier  the  previous  day,  and  the 
directors  acted  upon  the  applications  on  the  day  of  discount.  It 
is  stated  that  the  bills  of  these  banks  are  received  the  same  as 
Boston  money  by  the  Boston  banks.  Both  of  these  banks  -were 
of  course  state  banks  chartered  by  the  state  of  Massachusetts, 
and  their  bills  w’ere  not  readily  received  outside  of  the  state. 
The  poor  w^orkmanship  of  the  bills  and  the  ease  with  w^hich  they 
could  be  counterfeited,  prevented  their  free  circulation.  It  was 
the  custom  in  making  a deposit  to  place  a paper  band  marked 
with  the  name  of  depositor  around  the  bundle  of  bills  and  to 
fasten  the  ends  by  a pin  w’'hich  usually  went  through  several  of 
the  bills.  It  w^as  a common  practice  among  tradesmen  to  hold  a 
bill  to  the  light,  and  if  it  had  a number  of  pin  holes  visible  the 
presumption  w^as  that  it  had  passed  through  a bank  and  was 
genuine.  No  shopkeeper  did  business  without  a book  called  the 
counterfeit  detector,  which  gave  the  names  and  officers  of  every 
bank,  a description  of  all  of  its  bills,  and  a list  of  any  counterfeit 
bills  knowTi  to  be  in  circulation.  There  was  but  one  Sa\dngs 
Bank,  established  1834,  the  treasurer  of  which  w^as  the  cashier 
of  the  Charles  River  Bank,  and  the  business  hours  were  2 to 
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4 p.M.  every  Saturday.  In  1857  the  number  had  increased  to 
three,  the  Cambridgeport  and  East  Cambridge,  which  received 
deposits  every  day. 

There  were  three  post  offices,  the  Old  Cambridge  office  ha\dng 
two  mails  each  way,  the  Cambridgeport  and  East  Cambridge 
ha\dng  only  one  mail  each  way  ever^^  week-day. 

So  far  as  I can  learn,  the  first  postmaster  of  Cambridge  was 
Ebenezer  Stedman,  who  was  appointed  in  1806.  He  was  a 
graduate  of  Harvard  in  1765,  was  Selectman  eleven  years  and 
Town  Treasurer  twenty-three  years.  The  post  office  in  Cam- 
bridgeport was  not  established  until  1829,  that  at  East  Cam- 
bridge in  1836. 

Old  Cambridge,  the  directory  informs  us,  is  the  seat  of  the 
oldest  and  best  endowed  college  in  the  United  States  and 
abounds  in  splendid  dwellings  and  highly  cultivated  fields  and 
gardens.  Cambridgeport  is  quite  a business  place  and  is  in  a 
high  state  of  prosperity.  East  Cambridge  is  a growing  place 
and  contains  several  important  manufactories;  also  a court- 
house, jail,  and  house  of  correction. 

A table  is  printed  giving  the  population  from  1790  to  1845 
and  the  number  of  polls  from  1836  to  1846.  From  this  table  it 
would  appear  that  the  population  in  1790  w^as  2,115,  which  at 
that  time  included  the  territory  of  West  Cambridge  and 
Brighton  (then  called  Little  Cambridge);  in  1845,  12,490.  An- 
other table  gives  the  votes  cast  at  the  national  and  state  elec- 
tions 1840  to  1846.  Harrison  electors  received  888  votes  in 
1840,  Van  Buren  482;  Da\ds,  VTiig  candidate  for  governor, 
received  865  votes;  Martin,  Democratic,  502.  The  vote  upon 
the  question  of  adopting  the  City  Charter  was  645  in  favor, 
234  against. 

Edward  Everett  was  president  of  Harvard  University. 
Samuel  A.  Eliot,  treasurer;  Simon  Greenleaf,  professor  of  law; 

^William  Cranch  Bond,  director  of  the  observatory;  John  W. 
Webster,  professor  of  chemistry ; Thaddeus  W.  Harris,  librarian; 
Jared  Sparks,  professor  of  ancient  and  modern  history;  Charles 
Beck,  professor  of  Latin;  Henry  W^.  Longfellow,  professor  of 
French  and  Spanish;  Benjamin  Pierce,  professor  of  astronomy 
and  mathematics;  Asa  Gray,  professor  of  natural  history,  w'ere 
among  the  officers  of  instruction  and  government.  Commence- 
nient  was  the  tw^enty-fifth  of  August. 
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The  last  eighteen  pages  of  the  book  are  given  to  advertise- 
ments, only  six  being  of  Harvard  Square  dealers,  forty  of  Cam- 
bridgeport  concerns,  eight  from  East  Cambridge,  and  the  re- 
mainder of  Boston  houses. 

The  directory  for  1848  and  follovdng  years  was  bound  in  cloth 
covers  and  had  the  same  general  character  in  its  contents  with 
the  addition  of  the  list  of  residents.  In  1848  the  residents  were 
enrolled  by  wards,  but  in  1849  the  names  were  arranged  as  at 
present  for  the  whole  city.  The  names  of  the  residents  in  1848 
(only  2,250  names  in  all)  were  included  in  fifty  pages  33^  by 
53^  inches  single  colunm,  in  contrast  with  the  directory  of  1919 
covering  723  pages,  5^  by  9J4  inches,  double  column.  In  the 
preface  to  the  1848  directory  the  publisher  says,  ‘‘Many  diffi- 
culties have  been  encountered  in  the  prosecution  of  the  work. 
The  unsettled  state  of  a portion  of  our  population,  the  want  of 
numbers  on  our  streets,  and  the  consequent  impossibility  of 
defining  in  most  instances  the  precise  location  of  residences  are 
among  these  difficulties.’^  In  the  1849  issue  the  publisher  says 
he  has  added  the  names  of  over  1,500  persons  more  than  were  in 
the  1848  directory  and  made  between  300  and  400  alterations 
covering  in  all  80  pages.  The  1850  directory  was  the  first  to 
have  a map  of  the  city  and  contained  a short  history  of  the 
several  schools  and  of  most  of  the  churches.  The  calendar  in 
1849  contained  a list  of  historical  events  for  each  date,  while 
that  for  1850  contained  a similar  list  of  events  in  the  history  of 
Cambridge  only. 

The  directory  for  1850  gives  the  time  table  and  rate  of  fare 
of  the  Harvard  Branch  Railroad,  and  that  for  1851  prints  the 
names  of  the  officers  of  the  road.  Six  trips  each  way  were  made 
daily  to  and  from  Boston.  The  depot  was  located  on  Holmes 
Place  where  Austin  Hall  is  now  located,  and  the  track  was  laid  to 
the  Fitchburg  Railroad,  along  what  is  now  Museum  Street,  the 
embankment  being  undisturbed  through  the  college  land  as  late 
as  1865,  possibly  a little  later.  The  directory  for  1851  contained 
a list  of  the  taxpayers  who  paid  a tax  of  $25  and  upwards,  about 
650  in  all  — a striking  contrast  to  present-day  conditions. 
Among  the  larger  taxpayers  were  Edward  Everett,  Samuel 
Batchelder,  Charles  Beck,  Oliver  Hastings,  Andrews  Norton, 
and  Harvard  College.  The  rate  of  taxation  was  $6.30  on  the 
$1,000  and  the  poll  tax  was  $1.50. 
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In  1852  the  preface  says,  “We  need  not  say  that  the  appear- 
ance of  the  Cambridge  directory  has  become  an  event  as  neces- 
sary" and  as  much  to  be  expected  as  the  advent  of  the  New  Year 
itself.  We  regret  to  be  compelled  to  add  that  the  enterprise  has 
as  yet  been  far  less  profitable  to  us  than  to  the  public  and  should 
our  sales  prove  as  limited  the  present  year  as  formerly  we  shall 
be  forced  to  raise  the  price  of  the  next  number.”  In  1852  were 
the  first  interleaved  advertisements  placed  among  the  names  of 
the  residents  in  the  body  of  the  book;  this  was  abandoned  the 
following  year.  The  preface  of  1854  states  that  the  names  added 
that  year  were  977,  names  expunged  732,  other  changes  643  — 
whole  number  of  alterations  2,352.  MTiole  number  of  names 
last  year  4,138,  the  present  year,  4,383,  increase  245.  This  year 
the  Cambridgeport  Sa\fings  Bank  has  a full  page  advertisement, 
being  the  first  bank  to  advertise  in  the  directory. 

In  the  1857  directory  appear  the  names  of  the  officers  of  the 
Cambridge  Water  Works,  Cambridge  Gas  Light  Co.,  Cam- 
bridge Railroad  Co.,  and  Union  Railway  Co.,  four  corporations 
which  owed  their  existence  largely  to  the  efforts  of  Gardiner 
Greene  Hubbard,  to  whom  Cambridge  owes  much.  Mr.  Hub- 
bard was  one  of  those  forceful  men  who  possessed  a vision 
beyond  the  present,  a member  of  the  Boston  bar  and  largely 
interested  in  the  development  of  real  estate  in  various  parts  of 
Cambridge  and  Malden.  Like  many  such  men  he  made  ven- 
tures without  sufficient  capital  and  met  the  difficulties  such 
action  is  fikely  to  cause.  They  all  suffered  for  want  of  adequate 
capital  in  the  early  days,  the  public  generally  ha^fing  little  con- 
fidence in  them  as  a business  proposition.  This  lack  of  capital 
had  much  to  do  \vfith  the  friction  bet’ween  them  and  the  public, 
and  finally  led  to  the  purchase  of  the  water  works  by  the  city 
on  April  28,  1865.  There  were  three  societies  for  the  relief  of  the 
poor : Howard  Benevolent  Society  in  Ward  2,  the  Walker  Benev- 
olent Society,  North  Cambridge,  and  the  Cambridge  Humane 
Society  in  Old  Cambridge. 

The  directory  for  1861  reports  the  whole  number  of  acres  of 
land  in  Cambridge  3,300,  of  which  1,333  was  devoted  to  agricul- 
ture — the  total  amount  of  hay  produced  388  tons.  The  direc- 
tory of  1863-64  (published  after  a lapse  of  two  and  a half  years) 
contains  a valuable  list  of  all  who  served  in  the  War  of  the 
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Rebellion  from  Cambridge  and  also  an  account  of  the  two  com- 
panies of  home  guards.  It  also  gives  a list  of  the  stamp  duties 
payable  by  Act  of  Congress,  ]March  3,  1863. 

These  were  the  days  when  Harvard  Square  was  a village 
center,  with  the  town  pump  and  the  hay  scales  in  the  middle  of 
the  square ; when  a load  of  wood  or  load  of  hay  (often  more  than 
one)  might  be  found  for  sale  almost  any  day,  as  well  as  other 
country  produce.  The  ^Yest  India  Goods  stores  were  like  any 
country  store  with  the  same  general  assortment  of  wares  — salt 
fish,  rum  and  other  liquors,  molasses,  \dnegar,  cider  and  other 
country  produce,  grain,  tea  and  coffee,  hardware,  paints  and 
oils  — camphene,  lard  oils,  etc.  The  tin  dipper  hung  convenient 
to  the  rum  barrel  and  anyone  might  help  himself,  la>dng  three 
cents  upon  the  counter  as  he  came  from  the  cellar.  The  cheese 
counter  and  the  cracker  barrel  were  conveniently  near  to  each 
other  and  readily  accessible  to  all,  free  of  charge.  If  the  visitor’s 
taste  w^as  different,  the  salt  cod  hung  handy;  not  the  salt  cod  to 
be  seen  in  Gloucester  at  the  present  time  but  fish  at  least  three 
feet  long  (as  I look  back  to  those  old  days  I am  tempted  to  say 
six  feet  long) . Alost  of  the  store  windows  were  covered  at  night 
by  hea\y  wooden  shutters  secured  by  iron  bars  fastened  across 
the  outside.  It  was  a community  in  which  everybody  knew 
everybody  and  all  about  everybody.  We  were  one  body  and  all 
interested  in  the  welfare  of  our  city  — a love  shared  equally  by 
the  ordinary  citizen  and  by  the  college  professors.  To  one  who 
can  remember  those  by-gone  days  it  is  pleasant  to  recall  some 
of  those  who  were  active  in  our  business  Ufe.  The  present-day 
generation  would  undoubtedly  call  them  slow,  but  I question 
whether  under  present  methods  we  are  any  better  off  than  we 
were  in  the  days  when  the  market  basket  was  carried  home  by 
many  a citizen  whose  descendants  would  scorn  to  do  so  at  the 
present  time. 
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ELMWOOD  AND  ITS  OWNERS 

Recollections  of  the  Fifty-sixth  Meeting  of  the  Society 
By  Mary  Isabella  Gozzaldi 

The  annual  garden-party  was  held  June  11,  1921,  at  Elmwood,  ]\Irs.  Seth 
Comstock  being  hostess  in  the  absence  of  the  new  owners,  Professor  and 
Mrs.  A.  Kingsley  Porter. 

The  President  opened  the  meeting  with  a few  remarks  and  asked  jMrs. 
Gozzaldi  to  give  the  history  of  the  house. 

In  1766  Thomas  Oliver,  who  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
John  Vassall,  Sr.,  bought  this  land.  They  then  hved  in  Dor- 
chester. He  was  the  builder  of  this  house.  It  was  natural  that 
Mrs.  Oliver  should  wish  to  live  in  Cambridge;  it  was  her  birth- 
place, and  many  of  her  family  had  come  here  to  live.  A little 
way  down  Tory  Row,  as  this  part  of  the  road  to  Watertown 
began  to  be  called  then,  hved  her  Aunt  Mary,  vdfe  of  Judge 
Joseph  Lee.  Four  years  earlier  her  Aunt  Rebecca  had  moved 
into  the  house  built  by  her  husband  Richard  Lechmere.  His 
land  adjoined  that  of  her  brother  John  Vassall,  Jr.,  whose  wife 
Ehzabeth  was  Mr.  Oliver’s  sister.  He  had  built  the  house,  now 
called  Craigie  House,  seven  years  before  and  hved  there  with 
his  wife  and  young  family. 

Across  the  road  was  the  house  where  Mrs.  Oliver  was  born, 
occupied  by  her  uncle  Henry  Vassall  and  his  vdfe,  who  was 
Penelope  Royall,  the  sister  of  Mr.  Oliver’s  mother.  In  the  old 
Boardman  House  in  the  \dllage  hved  IMrs.  Ohver’s  oldest  rela- 
tive, Aunt  Sarah  Boardman.  Not  far  away  on  Bow  and  Arrow 
Streets  was  her  grandfather’s  home,  where  she  must  often  have 
played  as  a child,  and  where  her  Uncle  David  Phips  was  hving 
with  his  family.  A httle  further  on  hved  her  Aunt  Anna,  whose 
husband  John  Borland  had  bought  the  handsome  Ap thorp 
House.  They  had  a family  of  twelve  children,  the  elder  ones 
coming  out  in  society.  On  Waterhouse  Street,  facing  the 
Common,  hved  her  uncle  Wilham  Vassall;  and  five  years  after 
they  moved  into  this  house,  her  Aunt  Susannah  came  to  live  in 
the  house  across  the  road,  which  her  husband  Major  Ruggles 
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had  built,  the  latest  of  the  five  colonial  houses  of  which  Cam- 
bridge is  so  justly  proud. 

In  this  gay  circle  of  Loyalists  the  Olivers  doubtless  met  a 
warm  w^elcome.  These  families  lived  in  a splendor  unknown  to 
the  town;  they  had  their  chariots  and  horses,  their  negro  slaves, 
and  richly  furnished  houses.  They  spent  their  days  like  the 
landed  gentry  of  England  of  that  time,  or  like  the  West  Indian 
planters  among  whom  many  of  them  were  born.  There  were 
routs  and  picnics,  dances  and  feastings,  excursions  to  the  sea- 
side for  shore  dinners,  and  much  visiting.  The  gentlemen  wore 
laces,  satin  and  velvet  short-clothes,  and  those  grand  embroid- 
ered waistcoats  with  which  Copley's  portraits  have  made  us 
familiar.  The  ladies  had  the  finest  laces,  damasks,  and  jewels 
that  London  or  Paris  could  send  them,  and  both  wore  wigs  or 
powdered  hair. 

The  Olivers  brought  baby  Anne  wfith  them  and  in  the  autumn 
Elizabeth  was  born  here,  followed  next  year  by  Penelope;  so 
there  was  the  merry  laughter  of  the  little  girls  in  these  rooms. 
The  happy  family  fife  did  not  last  long,  however.  In  1774  the 
King  appointed  Thomas  Ofiver  Lieutenant-governor  and  presi- 
dent of  the  Mandamus  council.  Such  action  was  distasteful  to 
the  men  of  ^Massachusetts ; and  on  September  2 after  four 
thousand  men  from  neighboring  towns  had  surrounded  the 
house,  Oliver  was  compelled  to  sign  a document  in  which  he 
declared  that  ‘‘as  a man  of  honor  and  a Christian  he  would 
never  hereafter,  upon  any  terms  whatsoever,  accept  a seat  in 
said  Board,  in  the  present  novel  and  offensive  form  of  govern- 
ment." He  and  the  family  moved  at  once  to  Boston,  where 
until  the  evacuation  of  that  place  he  held  the  office  of  civil 
governor.  Then  they  sailed  for  England  and  joined  the  other 
Tories  at  Bristol.  Mrs.  Oliver  died  during  the  war  and  he 
married  again,  d^fing  in  his  eighty-second  year  in  1815. 
s..  The  estate  was  confiscated  by  the  Provincial  Congress  and 
made  into  a hospital,  so  that  the  walls  which  had  so  lately 
echoed  the  notes  of  the  harpsichord  and  the  prattle  of  children 
heard  only  the  sighs  and  groans  of  the  sur\fivors  of  the  Battle 
of  Bunker  Hill. 

Peace  came  at  last  and  in  1797  Elbridge  Gerry  bought  the 
house.  His  wife  was  the  beautiful  daughter  of  Charles  Thomp- 
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son  of  Philadelphia,  Secretary  of  Congress.  She  had  been  edu- 
cated in  Europe  and  was  well  fitted  to  entertain  the  many 
distinguished  guests  who  came  here.  At  Commencement  time 
in  1788  John  Quincy  Adams  writes  of  calling  \\ith  his  father  and 
finding  ]\Irs.  ]\Iercy  Warren  here.  He  spent  the  night  with  the 
Gerrj-s. 

Elbridge  Gerry  of  Marblehead  was  the  most  celebrated  poli- 
tician who  hved  in  Cambridge.  He  was  a signer  of  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence,  and  while  he  hved  in  this  house  he  was 
twdce  governor  of  the  state.  He  graduated  at  Harv^ard  College 
in  1762,  ten  years  later  represented  his  native  town  in  the 
legislature,  and  in  1775  was  in  the  Pro\fincial  Congress  sitting 
at  Watertown.  He  was  also  an  influential  member  of  the  first 
and  second  congresses.  A fortnight  after  he  bought  this  house 
the  Constitutional  Congress  convened  in  Philadelphia,  where 
he  opposed  the  ratification  of  the  Constitution.  ^Middlesex 
chose  him  as  its  representative  at  the  first  United  States  Con- 
gress. After  four  years’  service  he  declined  re  election  and  came 
here  to  five  in  retirement.  In  1797  he  was  a presidential  elector 
and  cast  his  vote  for  John  Adams,  who  the  following  year 
appointed  him  Commissioner  to  France.  He  witnessed  many  of 
the  terrible  scenes  of  the  French  Revolution  and  w’as  severely 
criticised  for  remaining  in  Paris  after  ^Marshall  and  Pinckney 
had  left.  Alalicious  persons  erected  a guillotine  on  his  lawm 
with  the  figure  of  a headless  man  smeared  with  blood,  and  with 
yells  and  burning  fagots  in  the  night  sought  to  terrify  his  wife 
and  daughters  w*ho  w^ere  in  the  house. 

Gerry  came  home  safely.  A friend  for  wUom  he  had  gone 
surety  failed  and  he  lost  much  of  his  property.  His  wife,  to 
W'hom  he  w^as  devoted,  w’as  an  invalid  for  years,  but  his  cheerful 
temperament  surmounted  all  his  troubles  and  he  enjo^^ed  his 
farm  and  his  many  \isitors.  He  w^as  a witty  man  full  of  anec- 
dotes of  his  varied  fife.  The  Genwmander,  a pohtical  movement 
changing  the  voting  districts  of  ^Massachusetts,  made  him  gov- 
ernor in  1810  after  tw^o  elections  wUich  he  failed  to  carry.  He 
received  the  degree  of  LL.D.  from  Harvard  College  the  same 
year.  He  w’as  elected  governor  again  in  1811,  and  in  1812  vice- 
president  of  the  United  States.  In  the  second  year  of  his  term 
he  died  wUile  on  the  w^ay  to  the  Senate  chamber.  He  w’as  buried 


m 


5f ; 


^ -'9 

‘ • ' ■ 4, 


v> 


■f^jT  ■ 


6% 


i;‘  *7o  a^ii  azA  aocv/iuj  raJA^soo  f.rai 


•I,' I 


Y IP.iW 
arr)  ,iii‘)Ti-i  M'orriir 


b/wl  .e<Y‘i^XToO  }o  , r.Ld abbidirl^I  1o  moa 

?n  nirJ*io)fl9  oJ  bailfl  Uov/  oqoiu3.  ni 

i/i  ©aTijr)  o4,?/  saJg  jir^  I:.'jd$b:^'riiiad^ 

Ij!!5‘  r'-bf  Snillfio  lo  ?.^tiiw  toriiuy  ariot8^*vI  ai 

yjij  ::ji.T  Trij^iii  &dt  jiioqa  £>li  g/iibad  ' 

:•  ■-  •■■’  ■ • A;,  ■'^■■' V';f  . '•  Y...  *•  • 

-■icq  h-.i'rjtd^^A^o  jaom  ud3  ».»*w  bf.?d  >H‘fM]4  Q^bbdH  1 

f*H  T lo  13CUik  £ ?,£  ir  ^l  iT*  bJwiaiU*?ji^  ' 

> ,7.  :d  s^fxoii  psdt  at  bor'd  DUi\.  ixoq^bi'/f  IdVioil 

: ty:*  -/IriH  bOJAiJbijTJg  yll  .Otr,)is  'r.[)  k»  lOtTiDYOS  flWW.I 

Cii.'.'  i!f  :ifd  bibyy'intpt  i5»>id,^|fcriv  iif>.)  ,20^1  ni 

]|Ciijiih  fbbnjvoi^  odt  ixc  oTTrAi  line  ^^it/tfsipigidf 

yt  10  ’^Muidra  nxj  od^i  afl 

.-!,it  3 4^00 J »i{  lYna  7n^:iiiiiol  k bnody»  baa 

sii3dv/  ,Yiul‘iAibBikn  qii  bdiWROO  b^/iobukjgaoO  fdb 

db.bil.C  4ioit0tj;tjg‘ffoO  Vy  .nof>A:^dijfii  ddt  bY>*>qqo  dd 
b‘iibv''J  oilt  S£  evifaiao^tq^r^  'gii  as  iriiH  ociodo 
‘jiiiiird  baiJ  ;;oiTpsi‘^>i  ad  wql. ..gatxi^;-. 


*!st?Y  siar^^’olioi  odJ^^hdw 

A>  rjmm  boae^airr  '3ti  boijiipqqij 

"vlaW'i?.  Ai:*>7’  ii'nx:  doiJqlo’/i^S  ail!  % «sriaoa  aldmal  odt 


.1 


ai  .lilrtifimat  iwl  bogbiJiid: 


ih.  V 

a y^f  p.'id  GO  /i  bad 

d’jjxr  baa  .boolcf  dirM  mun  >-.:dl>e‘>£f  li  lo  ^;(t  dfin 

,^h/  '.'fn  oi  i^xf^0O3  adt  ai  £iojg*-’A  gaim^df  b;T6  dlay 

-aaiiad  o4j  ai  a*id7/  od//  giviii^Bb  bna 
oiiog  bid  M;j;0od^T  bft::^hi.Aw 

uii  iiiu'.irrfiay  Hi  mt  8.a;y  ad  axodw- 

i'  Yi.f  bais  ;^aldiiv>-{-  kid  l(c..S9lafjpyai0H  bmhdmoqxa^k 

!lfi i aBta  y :T dr/f  Ui  Firl'  - i.W/ii?.iv  (pBv . erd  bnj&  awlA 
j0^a‘V/oai  i > Yia'foq  B ,'i^n«rrr{^iaO  f^aj'l'  .dii  b*diiYv;  dd  k)  &a?ob  y'|;  ; 
■-v^!vdl4-*d>fiX]y;  lo  ib’>nf?dy  ;^nL.fo:k%dk;§hl^aado  & 

•ei*-  v'mu  o.t  b'iii*d 'd  da^idyf  mba^da-  &/f } Olcl'ci  toftta,  ' 

awiHH  . b^ev^utii^£tm>■•  ;G Ai^'’lo  odk  bavic^t 

?I^1  tjl  i;?Tii . I 

bno*)^^.  aSt  nl  boikil)  lo  jrfabi?‘X'iq  « 

.1  xixii.'ido  oifino^  adi bly^Vir  no  olldv/  boib yd 


'Vj 


44 


THE  CAMBRIDGE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  [Juxe 

in  the  Congressional  burial  place  and  by  special  Act  of  Congress 
a monument  was  erected  over  his  grave  bearing  his  motto: 
Every  man,  though  he  have  but  one  day  to  live,  should  devote 
that  day  to  the  good  of  his  country/^ 

In  1818  the  widow  of  Elbridge  Gerry  sold  the  house  and 
adjoining  acres  to  Rev.  Charles  Lowell,  pastor  of  the  \Yest 
Street  Church  in  Boston,  who  came  here  with  his  vdfe,  three 
sons,  and  two  daughters.  On  February  22,  1819  his  youngest 
son  James  Russell  Lowell  was  born  here.  Rev.  Mr.  Lowell 
graduated  from  Harv^ard  College  in  1800.  He  went  to  Europe 
and  studied  theology  and  medicine.  He  was  a lover  of  books,  a 
man  of  culture,  and  is  described  as  a devout  and  sympathetic 
man  much  beloved,  who  led  a simple  life.  He  was  the  grandson 
of  the  first  Congregational  minister  in  Newbur^^port  and  son  of 
John  Lowell,  LL.D.,  a noted  lawyer  of  Boston. 

James  Russell  Lowell  is  said  to  have  been  a very  handsome 
and  attractive  boy,  the  darling  of  his  mother.  He  attended  the 
dame  school  and  when  he  was  old  enough  that  of  Mr.  William 
Wells,  kept  in  the  Ruggles  House  close  by.  He  led  a happy  out- 
of-door  life  and  loved  the  house  and  every  tree  around  it.  Alany 
are  the  allusions  to  it  and  them  in  his  writings.  In  1844  he 
married  the  beautiful  ]Maria  MTiite  of  Watertown,  and  after 
four  months  in  Philadelphia  the  young  couple  returned  to  live 
with  his  father.  Four  children  were  born  to  them,  Blanche, 
Mabel,  Rose,  and  Walter.  Only  Mabel  survived  childhood,  and 
the  mother  in  1853  joined  her  children.  It  was  a grievous  loss 
to  her  husband.  A poetess  herself,  she  shared  his  inmost 
thoughts.  Frederica  Bremer,  the  popular  novelist  of  the  day, 
gives  a very  charming  account  of  the  family  whom  she  visited 
here  — the  venerable  devout  father,  the  gay  and  witty  young 
people.  In  1857  a second  wife  came  as  mistress  of  the  house. 
She  was  Frances  Dunlap  of  Portland,  who  survived  her  husband, 
ft,.  For  ten  years  Lowell  was  away  from  Cambridge  as  Ambassa- 
dor to  Spain  and  England.  During  his  absence  Ole  Bull  the 
violinist  occupied  the  house  and  in  1873  another  poet,  Thomas 
Bailey  Aldrich,  lived  here.  The  Lowells  then  returned  to  the 
old  home.  He  was  delighted  to  be  here;  he  was  never  happy 
anywhere  else.  Once  more  he  was  among  his  books.  His  library 
consisted  of  seven  thousand  books  in  two  rooms  opening  into 


% 


•jI) 


JAOlilOTOTI  3Kr 


iT'^l 


r*>A  !iur>-3<|2  yd  Inhau  Uiioif.S'^'naoO  edt  fli 

yvfjTjs.  >:ui  i‘)vo  b^Vyti^^  rj/.r  inomiiiiom  a 
r<  ,*'.viroi'Viii>  dao  tuif  ^viid  ^;r{  d^iroHj  .miiii  x^^Yd*y. 

" .yiiisuijj^  aid  lo  'Djf/-)  ycb  ifidt 


i]  bio?  lf>  4,»d)  <d'Cl  nl 


.5H^r/r  “Jli)  lo  70j>»iiq  J?077oJ  f*ehi  li3  i 8010/^ 


iW 


.•»- 


?M  driw  o'jod  »5a;i»,,\xi'//  rti 


•;<<  •;.wj/ky  -id  i-*l8.r  (iO  o'/7j  bfia 

:i07/oJ  .il/.  ,oio'd  i'^hkI  l^raftL’  itob"" 

rH!^.ju3  oif  ;no*/T  oH  tW?;  fd 

a.,r;do^iOo,';‘ivo[  £ id]  3ai:)!Hrx5^i?i  brta 

oiisdliiqoi /r!  Lnf.  loovob  h silt  ai  i'His  lo  oafli 

•-•:{:  *>3v/  ^jH  31  if  ^I'qsTii . ;•  !»:•'  ',  ■dv,^,i:i^>•/^>Bii  do0m  ocfli 
- I)ni{  noc;  <,'ijjdwsZ  oi  'i‘j|>ijL'rii  ^di  \o 

•flol-soH  lu  inv//;I  bvioti  ,.G..K]  Jkv.voG  HiioL 
• ■ ,.i  nad  yi^rj  B ov*;:d  ').t  K**}?  >i  ilwo.I  f''>??j>i  soitibL 

w-)^'W/B  tj-Il  .i^ni'joni  ?iii  lo o.-'V/y/'*:!  ovhod^jifi  bna  ' 
;fH:.iiIt'^'.  .iK  Jio  Jf4(iy,.^|tiono  7f\..noc^  f-..rijf^  loodo3  0frmb  ■ 

-wo  y<y\  • r’  boi  oH  y-ooFf  ; 

\\{i(:lL  jr  y. 

’3fi  frkt'd  iil  .v:gi-b : » '/  -'ii  ni  Liie*  ■*■!  ob  aO''do;nB  od)  ^a 


I 


Idll 


lyihuu-id  ^di  honiflfn 


RT//ohoj‘r';7  ':• 

'j^o'i  aiqijo.*)  x;iRK3  fl‘db-i^h/v!j'4>!du^^  ni  UioV 

.>..»•! ;:iS  O'-  !^'T.'V  R‘31L4ii{*>- 'lUo'’'!  .*3du?l  ffiiW 

' .Tjdiyf/  I'Ui  .loddiM 

kSi  fjjoy^doj;  L Mirdl  .fro'ib'.'d*)  ‘lorf  cr,dl  al  lordoat  orii 

Jaoinm  'id  I 'iifid?  c^^/tooq  L lod  oi. 

,Y^b3fi?  lo  ?>i.lf-?voq  *i?.i|jiqpq  ? 1 .aislsoodi 

i>?‘f'rV  'fficrrtr'  v&ii  -id : ‘\o 


.?  sd j j fil  4ii^Vf»b  •::diiT.‘>nov  Ofi'.t  ~ 

< ■ . ; ROi  ?rv  ^ij"rr  ,. 


\ru ; ■ "v-itO.  t-  'dr'^  v.ew  sS8- 
:7;  ii  j.//rv  I no|*io3 


3 i*>  'H  !'  i 

' ‘ ii.f  :i?d  ly'y;l  rius^^^r^^ibdid'■m 

^i^ijhdojfdJ  fmd  V"- 
oiO-.x.io^df-  -:rf-  . .b-ff/dsaG  briii  ifr^^-  ot  lob 

^f,:od  r ‘q  IX''"''  rdhsin  7-i'oir')rb^i'3{.; tp-hiilor/ 

d'  dXRnufsi  .«{( :«7/<>vi’ aifT  tn  .-.;  lY>vvi' 

V ''=  * r,d  7-373a  ^aw  oH:  Ou'  e J OSY/  ^H’ doiUQd 'blo 

.gilood  -.i  i :j  i r*-'  • na  '"^  ••'*  - ^ 0'Tod''/r{fLfi 

i’.i  oiiood  btiSr/ji'di  !4‘?v^^?  lo  b^jaianoo 


3 -r/ 


OVJ  I 


.5'  «T,i  r.  V'i^.^0 


“'  i - f 7 ^ r •*V’  * ',' * V ••'■^**“  "^  ^*  ‘ ■*•  ■*  ■ life-  •->■  ' 


s 


1921.]  GOZZALDI:  EIJMWOOD  AND  ITS  0^^'ERS  45 

each  other  by  arches  on  each  side  of  the  chimney.  In  his  later 
years  he  moved  his  study  into  the  rear  room  on  the  left  of  the 
door,  where  in  winter  he  had  more  of  the  sunlight  which  he 
craved.  Speaking  of  the  house  he  writes,  ^^It  was  born  a Tory 
and  it  will  die  one.  ” He  has  immortalized  ever>"  room  in  it  and 
the  \dew  from  every  window.  His  daughter  IMabel  and  her 
children,  the  fourth  generation  of  the  family  here,  were  often 
with  him,  and  here  he  died  in  peace. 

I have  not  dwelt  on  the  characteristics  of  Jamies  Russell 
Lowell  for  they  are  well  known  to  you,  and  you  vdll  now  hear  of 
him  from  a friend  of  many  years.  I only  remember  him  as  walk- 
ing down  Brattle  Street  in  the  morning  on  the  way  to  the  \dllage, 
as  he  would  call  it,  dressed  in  a short  black  velvet  jacket  with  a 
blue  necktie,  his  buoyant  light  step  keeping  time  to  his  happy 
heart. 

President  Charles  W.  Eliot  spoke  of  Lowell  as  the  professor 
and  the  lover  of  youth.  He  told  how  the  students  were  made 
welcome  to  this  house;  how  young  poets  came  to  Lowell  for 
advdce  and  sympathy  which  they  always  received ; of  the  pleas- 
ant gatherings  here  when  the  seniors  were  entertained  before 
their  graduation;  of  his  interest  in  his  many  friends;  of  delight- 
ful evenings  spent  in  the  library,  when  the  poet  would  spring 
from  his  chair  and,  mounting  his  stepladder,  take  dovTi  from 
the  topmost  shelf  the  very  book  they  were  discussing.  President 
Eliot  spoke  T^ithout  notes,  and  it  is  unfortunate  that  there  was 
no  one  present  who  could  preserve  the  intimate  anecdotes  he 
told  of  the  beloved  author,  his  friend. 

The  meeting  adjourned,  and  after  refreshments  in  the  dining 
room  the  members  strolled,  towards  sunset,  under  the  trees 
Lowell  loved. 
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SOME  VITAL  ERRORS  IN  THE 
CAiMBRIDGE  VITAL  STATISTICS 

By  Irma  Adelaide  Rich 

Read  October  25,  1921 

If  I were  addressing  a group  of  genealogists  only,  I would 
know  that  errors  in  the  old  records  would  be  full  of  interest  to 
them.  But  as  I assume  you  are  not  all  genealogists,  I wondered 
what  I could  say  of  interest  to  you  when  your  Secretary  asked 
me  to  give  a talk  on  “Some  Vital  Errors  in  the  Cambridge  Vital 
Statistics’^  this  evening. 

The  early  history  and  growth  of  the  vital  record  question 
may  be  somewhat  unfamiliar  to  all  present  here  tonight.  I wish 
to  say  we  have  every  reason  to  be  proud  of  our  Commonwealth 
for  the  manner  in  which  our  old  records  have  been  preserved. 

Interest  throughout  the  countr>^  had  been  gradually  aroused 
and  much  work  had  been  done  in  other  states  than  ^Massachu- 
setts  in  the  printing  of  the  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  of  our 
ancestors.  Any  project  that  becomes  a success  has  many  claim- 
ants for  the  launching  of  the  movement.  From  the  earliest 
times  down  to  the  present  there  have  always  been  claimants  for 
the  honor  of  any  accepted  success : 

Seven  cities  claim  the  birth  of  Homer  dead, 

Through  which  the  living  Homer  begged  for  bread. 

In  1913  I had  a personal  inter\dew  vdth  Mr.  Charles  Field 
Hasseltine  of  the  Hasseltine  Art  Galleries  of  Philadelphia,  who 
said  he  had  been  told  that  no  doubt  he  had  awakened  more 
interest  than  any  other  person  in  the  importance  of  preserving 
«the  fast  decaying  records  of  the  early  births,  marriages,  and 
deaths  of  Massachusetts  in  printed  form  that  they  might  be 
accessible  to  all  who  might  vish  to  consult  them.  He  copied  the 
entire  records  of  sixty  towns  in  Massachusetts  alone  for  his 
personal  gratification  and  from  interest  in  his  early  New  Eng- 
land ancestry.  Later  I had  the  pleasure  of  \isiting  his  studio 
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and  seeing  these  selfsame  leather-bound  copies  in  his  most 
careful  penmanship.  It  therefore  seems  fitting  that  we  give  to 
him  tribute  at  this  time  for  his  labor  and  great  enthusiasm  in 
copying  our  state  records  without  any  remuneration. 

The  first  formal  effort  toward  any  local  enactment  by  the 
state  was  that  of  1902  w’hen  House  Bill  235  w'as  introduced 
accompanying  the  petition  of  Edmund  D.  Barbour,  to  provide 
for  the  preservation  by  printing  of  certain  records  of  the  towms 
relative  to  births,  marriages,  and  deaths.  I have  had  the  pleas- 
ure and  prhilege  of  a personal  inter\iew  with  the  original 
petitioner,  TsIr.  Barbour,  now  of  Boston,  formerly  a merchant 
in  China.  Owing  to  his  retirement  from  business  prior  to  1902 
and  his  ha\ing  returned  to  America  with  the  time,  inclination, 
and  means  to  devote  to  such  studies,  w*e  find  it  is  he  to  wEom  the 
credit  for  the  passage  of  this  bill  is  largely  due.  It  was  he  who 
planned  the  w^hole  campaign,  gaining  the  support  of  the  Judges 
of  Probate  and  various  historical  societies  with  wEom  he  was 
closely  connected. 

Mr.  Tillinghast,  State  Librarian  at  that  time,  would  allow  no 
other  name  to  accompany  that  of  Air.  Barbour  on  the  original 
bill.  He  claimed  that  all  the  credit  w^as  due  Mr.  Barbour  for  the 
success  of  this  measure  if  passed  by  the  Legislature.  We  are 
glad  to  give  him  the  honor  and  credit  due  such  an  important 
act  of  legislation  as  this  w’ork  has  proved  to  be. 

Pre\ious  to  this  enactment  of  the  Legislature  in  1902,  tw*enty- 
six  cities  and  towms  had  privately  printed  the  ^ital  records  of 
their  towms  at  their  own  expense.  Under  this  Act,  records  of 
one  hundred  and  forty-nine  towms  have  been  printed  and  dis- 
tributed by  the  state.  These  two  volumes  of  Cambridge,  w^hich 
I have  with  me,  w^ere  printed  in  1914  and  1915. 

These  records  not  only  help  genealogists  and  historians  but 
also  play  a most  important  part  in  the  legal  aspect  of  our  every- 
day affairs.  They  assist  the  Judges  of  Probate  in  the  settlement 
of  estates  and  are  constantly  used  by  title  lawyers  in  conven- 
ing property  where  the  establishment  of  relationships  is  needed. 
4 he  state  also  consults  these  volumes  of  printed  records  coy- 
tmually  in  handling  charity  cases  through  the  Public  Welfare 
Department.  In  the  year  1920  over  S40,000  w^as  saved  the 
Commonw^ealth  of  Alassachusetts,  largely  because  these  records 
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located  the  parties  requesting  aid  as  rightfully  belonging  to 
other  states,  which  were  therefore  responsible  for  the  aid  and 
support  of  these  cases.  In  1918  this  law  was  repealed  as  a ‘AYar 
Economy'’  measure  but  again  put  into  effect  by  the  Acts  of  the 
General  Court  in  1920;  and  it  is  now  hoped  to  complete  the 
whole  series. 

Evidence  to  be  of  any  value  -whatever  must  be  correct.  It  is 
therefore  a matter  of  regret  to  all  who  consult  these  records  that 
errors  have  crept  in  that  seemingly  might  have  been  avoided. 
As  citizens  of  Cambridge  you  are  naturally  more  interested  in 
such  errors  as  affect  the  records  of  your  own  city.  One  of  the 
very  common  errors  made  by  those  unfamiliar  with  the  local 
history  of  a city  or  town  is  the  assumption  that  all  persons 
buried  within  its  limits  actually  resided  there  and  were  either 
born  or  died  there.  In  many  cases  this  is  true,  but  in  more 
recent  years  it  is  not  always  so.  In  Cambridge  particularly 
many  persons  are  buried  in  the  various  cemeteries  who  were 
not  born  in  Cambridge  and  did  not  die  there.  Persons  from  all 
parts  of  the  country  are  buried  at  Ylount  Auburn.  Mount 
Auburn  was  the  result  of  the  first  protest  against  burying  bodies 
beneath  city  churches  and  in  city  graveyards,  which  had  be- 
come much  overcrowded,  especially  in  Boston.  Mount  Auburn 
was  formally  dedicated  September  24,  1831,  as  the  property  of 
a private  corporation  of  the  Massachusetts  Horticultural  So- 
ciety, being  the  first  private  exclusive  cemetery  in  the  country 
at  that  time.  The  great  natural  beauties,  combined  with  the 
novelty  of  its  purpose,  soon  won  for  it  far-reaching  fame.  Per- 
sons brought  their  dead  there  from  all  the  surrounding  country 
to  be  buried,  and  do  so  still;  so  that  Alount  Auburn  has  now 
become  the  most  celebrated  cemetery  in  the  country. 

Some  time  ago,  when  I was  in  the  office  of  Mount  Auburn,  I 
learned  that  a person  recently  brought  there  for  burial  was  born 
in  Vermont  and  died  in  Florida.  AYhat  has  occurred  in  your 
^ city,  occurs  in  every  city  or  town,  more  or  less.  In  1920  one 
hundred  and  sixty-eight  persons  were  buried  in  Randolph  while 
the  death  records  of  the  town  for  that  year  were  some  sixty  odd. 

The  most  serious  trouble  we  find  in  the  Cambridge  Vital 
Records  is  the  duplication  adopted  by  the  compiler.  For  in- 
stance, the  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  were  copied  from  the 
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city  records  kept  in  the  City  Hall;  then  the  church  records,  con- 
taining births,  baptisms,  intentions  of  marriage,  marriages  and 
deaths,  and  finally  grave  records  from  the  various  cemeteries 
were  added.  All  these  records  are  arranged  alphabetically, 
abbre\fiations  and  numbers  being  given  to  the  different  groups. 
Mount  Auburn  has  for  its  identification  the  abbreviation 
‘G.  R.  3.’  The  reason  for  the  misunderstanding  is  that  these 
records  appear  among  the  birth  records  and  reappear  among  the 
death  records,  thus  giving  the  impression  that  the  person  re- 
ferred to  was  actually  at  some  time  a resident  of  Cambridge, 
having  been  born  or  died  there,  or  both.  The  fact  that  each 
record  carries  with  it  the  abbreviation  ‘G.  R.  3,’  referred  to, 
does  not  impress  all  the  people  looking  up  the  records.  They 
may  be  unfamiliar  mth  records  to  the  extent  that  they  fail  to 
observ^e  these  abbre\fiations  or  do  not  take  into  consideration 
that  it  is  most  important  to  learn  w^hat  ‘G.  R.  3’  stands  for. 
Even  then  one  is  not  sure  where  the  person  was  born  or  died. 
This  phase  of  the  Vital  Records  question  has  been  greatly  criti- 
cised by  many  who  understand  the  true  condition  of  the  Cam- 
bridge records.  One  man  prominent  in  the  State  House  said  to 
me,  “They  are  not  worth  the  paper  they  are  printed  on.’’  Per- 
sonally I would  advocate  a fourth  section  to  be  called  Inter- 
ments or  Burials  printed  in  the  back  of  the  book  following  the 
regular  death  records,  wdth  sufficient  explanatory  notes  from  the 
compiler  to  make  the  matter  perfectly  clear  to  all  consulting 
these  volumes  that  these  records  were  Interments  only  or 
Burials,  and  that  they  were  cemetery  records  pure  and  simple 
wdth  no  attempt  to  connect  the  person  therein  mentioned  with 
the  city  or  town  in  wRich  he  was  buried. 

This  duplication  has  cost  the  State  of  Massachusetts  many 
thousands  of  dollars  more  than  necessary  because  these  names 
appear  t^vdce,  as  already  mentioned,  a situation  which  could  be 
avoided  by  the  record  appearing  but  once  in  the  Burial  section, 
as  I have  already  mentioned.  You  can  readily  see  the  serious- 
ness of  this  matter  in  the  work  of  Cambridge  alone  and  also  the 
amount  of  unnecessary  confusion  caused  by  this  duplication  as 
well  as  the  extra  expense  to  the  Commonwealth.  It  leads  many 
people  to  consider  the  work  of  less  value  than  it  is.  I do  not 
doubt  the  accuracy"  of  the  compiler  in  the  Cambridge  work  but 
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I am  sure  others,  understanding  less  how  the  work  was  handled, 
would  have  less  faith  in  the  reliability  of  these  same  records  in 
the  printed  volumes.  What  we  must  remember  in  using  the 
Cambridge  Vital  Records  is  that  the  person  buried  in  Cam- 
bridge was  not  necessarily  born  there  nor  died  there,  and  search 
must  be  made  to  locate  the  true  place  of  birth  and  death.  For 
instance,  we  find  in  volume  1,  page  75,  of  Births,  the  following 
record:  ^ Nathan (ie)l  Bowditch,  born  Mar.  26,  1773,  G.  R.  3^; 
and  in  volume  2,  page  477,  ^Nathan(ie)!  Bowditch,  died  Mar. 
16,  1838,  G.  R.  3.’  Neither  of  these  events  occurred  in  Cam- 
bridge, for  as  a matter  of  fact  he  was  born  in  Salem,  and  died 
in  Boston;  but  he  was  buried  in  Mount  Auburn  Cemetery. 
Appearing  as  these  records  do  in  the  Cambridge  Vital  Records, 
they  are  bound  to  be  misleading  to  the  historically  uninformed. 
This  single  illustration  in  regard  to  a well-knowm  man  could  be 
duplicated  in  many  other  cases. 

In  connection  with  this  subject  there  is  one  also  of  almost 
more  importance,  that  of  reburials  or  transfers  of  bodies  from 
one  cemetery  to  another.  The  lack  of  recording  such  transfers 
in  the  earlier  days  may  be  the  cause  of  some  of  the  errors  already 
alluded  to,  and  still  w^orse  the  omission  to  record  bodies  trans- 
ferred to  the  cemeteries  in  your  city  which  have  been  left  out 
of  your  Vital  Records.  For  instance,  the  stone  on  lot  number 
4313  furnishes  the  following  inscription:  ^George  Minott  Dex- 
ter, born  November  15,  1802;  died  November  26,  1872.’  Cam- 
bridge Vital  Records,  volume  1,  page  203,  gives  his  birth  as 
November  15,  1802  'G.  R.  3,’  as  referring  to  Mount  Auburn 
Cemetery.  It  might  easily  be  inferred  that  Mr.  Dexter  had 
been  born  or  died  in  Cambridge,  neither  of  which  is  true.  His 
death  record  is  not  found  in  these  vital  records  as  he  died  in 
1872,  that  being  too  late  a date  to  be  recorded  in  these  vol- 
umes, the  termination  of  which  was  fixed  at  1850.  Mr.  Dexter 
was  born  in  Boston  and  died  in  Brookline.  He  was  first  buried 
in  the  tombs  of  Trinity  Church,  but  from  the  Interment  Register 
of  Mount  Auburn  we  find  the  following  record:  ^November  29, 
1872,  George  Minot  Dexter,  ae.  70  y.  10  d.,  removed  November 
19,  1873,  to  lot  number  4313.’ 

This  seems  a good  example  to  show  another  cause  of  mis- 
understanding which  occurs  in  this  and  other  like  cases.  The 
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most  remarkable  case  is  the  transfer  of  approximately  one 
thousand  bodies  from  the  old  tombs  of  Trinity  Church,  located 
at  the  corner  of  Summer  and  Hawley  Streets,  Boston,  in  1872  by 
Lewis  Jones  & Sons,  undertakers,  to  Mount  Auburn  Cemetery. 

Through  the  comTesy  of  the  Wardens  of  Trinity  Church  and 
the  Trustees  of  Mount  Auburn  Cemetery  Association  I have 
secured  a partial  list  of  these  bodies  once  buried  beneath 
Trinity  Church.  Shortly  after  1870  the  Legislature  passed  an 
act  to  remove  the  bodies  from  these  tombs.  This  work  was  in 
progress  at  the  time  of  the  Great  Boston  Fire  of  November, 
1872.  Lewis  Jones  & Sons  had  charge  of  the  removal  of  these 
bodies  to  Mount  Auburn.  A number  had  been  exhumed  and 
were  waiting  in  the  catacombs  and  towers  of  the  church  to  be 
removed  the  following  day,  November  6,  1872  and  were  par- 
tially destroyed  by  the  fire.  A list  was  made  out  and  given  into 
the  hands  of  an  official  of  Trinity  Church;  but  as  he  died  sud- 
denly, it  was  difficult  to  locate  it.  The  list  of  Trinity  Church 
seems  to  have  disappeared,  according  to  Mr.  Le\\ds  Joneses 
statement  to  me.  It  is  believed  to  have  been  the  only  complete 
list  ever  written  of  Trinity  Burials. 

The  following  warning  might  be  given  to  those  using  the 
Cambridge  Vital  Records  for  reference.  Observe  carefully 
whether  the  birth  or  death  is  followed  by  any  abbreviation  sig- 
nifying some  church  or  other  record.  The  ‘ G.  R.  ’ abbreviations 
indicate  a grave  record  in  the  City  of  Cambridge,  and  simply 
indicate  grave  records  or  interments.  They  are  not  trust- 
worthy clues  to  actual  place  of  birth  or  death. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  AND 
OF  THE  COUNCIL,  1919-20 

Measltied  by  meetings  the  Cambridge  Historical  Society  has 
passed  this  year  its  semi-centennial,  as  the  fiftieth  meeting 
occurred  on  January  27,  1920. 

Pausing  a moment  at  this  milestone,  like  a battalion  on  the 
march,  we  may  glance  down  the  line  and  fairly  congratulate 
ourselves  on  the  success  with  which  we  have  so  far  come  through 
the  great  ‘^endurance  test”  of  existence.  Our  ranks  are  full,  our 
officers  are  of  the  best,  our  pouches  contain  plenty  of  ammuni- 
tion, to  our  standard  flock  fresh  and  enthusiastic  recruits,  our 
evening  tents  have  been  pitched  in  pleasant  places. 

Moreover,  during  the  year  we  have,  in  military  phrase,  “con- 
solidated our  position”  by  joining  the  Bay  State  Historical 
League,  thus  ceasing  to  be  as  it  were  an  unassigned  company  of 
sharp-shooters  and  “linking  up”  with,  the  main  body  of  similar 
societies  all  over  the  Commonwealth,  now"  numbering  nearly 
eighty. 

True,  w"e  are  not  invulnerable.  Our  roll  has  lost  during  the 
past  tw"elve  months  from  death,  removal,  or  resignation  the 
following  names : 

Ariadne  Blish 
Bertha  May  Boody 

Andrew  ^McFarland  Daris  (\Jce-President) 

Mary  Devens 

Gertrude  Horsford  Fiske  (Associate) 

William  Churchill  Gerrish 

William  Dean  Howells  (honorary  member) 

William  Benjamin  King 
Lucy  Allen  Paton 
Clarence  Henr>'  Poor 
Frederick  William  Rogers 
Rose  Sherman 
Henry  Goodv^in  Spencer 
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The  following  new  members  have  been  welcomed  to  our 
ranks: 

Emma  Murray  Blackall 
Elvira  Brewster 
Zechariah  Chafee,  Jr. 

Lauretta  Hoague 
Theodore  Hoague 
Allen  Winchester  Jackson 
Elizabeth  Balch  Jackson 
John  Livingston  Lowes 
Mary  Cornett  Lowes 
James  Haughton  Woods 

In  the  presentation  of  papers  we  have  maintained  our  recent 
pohcy  of  mingling  with  the  strictly  biographical  and  personal 
material  a number  of  essays  on  the  broader  aspects  of  Cam- 
bridge history  and  antiquities,  thus  providing  a ‘^balanced 
ration intended  to  appeal  to  all  tastes. 

At  the  annual  meeting  a year  ago,  held  at  the  residence  of 
Mr.  Philip  L.  Spalding,  the  Rev.  Percy  H.  Epler  spoke  on 
Elias  Howe,  inventor  of  the  sewing  machine. 

At  the  January  meeting,  held  at  Mr.  James  L.  Paine’s,  Mr. 
George  P.  Winship  and  Air.  Norman  Hill  MTiite  spoke  on  the 
history  of  printing  in  Cambridge.  In  connection  with  this 
meeting  Air.  William  C.  Lane  arranged  a pubhc  exhibition  of 
early  Cambridge  imprints  at  the  Widener  Library. 

For  the  April  meeting  at  the  interesting  historical  house  of 
Air.  J.  C.  Runkle,  President  Thayer  read  reminiscences  of 
James  Russell  Lowell,  and  Dr.  Freeman  L.  Lowell  spoke  on  the 
Harvard  Branch  Railroad  of  the  1850’s. 

In  June  another  garden  party  was  given,  this  time  at  Aliss 
Alberta  AI.  Houghton’s,  where  Airs.  Gozzaldi  spoke  on  Roger 
Harlakenden,  and  Air.  William  E.  Stone  on  Gregory  Stone,  both 
former  owners  of  the  meeting  place. 

The  Council  this  year  has  very  nearly  reached  the  tradition- 
ally happy  condition  of  a people  who  have  no  history.  The 
usual  routine  of  elections  and  preparations  for  meetings  have 
occupied  most  of  their  records. 

This  very  routine  suggests  a point  which  the  Council  cannot 
too  often  emphasize.  To  cariy^  on  the  Society  successfully,  to 
safeguard  its  finances,  to  maintain  its  membership,  to  conduct 
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its  correspondence,  to  augment  and  care  for  its  collections,  to 
arrange  its  meetings  and  public  observances,  and  to  print  its 
Proceedings,  requires  a certain  amount  of  work  from  somebody. 
This  the  Council  undertakes,  but  only  as  representing  the  wishes 
of  the  Society  at  large.  Now,  the  Council  does  not  possess  to 
any  marked  degree  the  art  of  mind-reading.  Clearly,  then,  it 
cannot  be  assured  of  knowing  what  those  wishes  are,  except  by 
getting  them  freely  and  frequently  expressed,  either  openly  at 
a meeting  or  by  private  communication.  Suggestions  therefore 
for  new  members,  for  gifts  and  donations,  for  speakers  and 
topics,  for  suitable  meeting  places,  for  new  fields  of  acthdty  — 
in  short  constructive  criticisms  of  any  kind  are  not  only  always 
welcome,  but  are  always  earnestly  requested.  Members  who 
have  the  welfare  of  the  Society  in  mind  will  bear  this  truth 
there  also. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Samuel  F.  Batchelder, 

Secretary. 


October  26,  1920. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  AND 
OF  THE  COUNCIL,  1920-21 

The  Society  has  passed  a successful  year  unmarked  by  any 
extraordinary  events.  Four  meetings  have  been  held,  as 
follows : 

October  26,  1920,  annual  meeting  in  the  parish  room  of  the 
First  Parish  Church.  At  this  meeting  the  usual  reports  and 
elections  occurred.  2^1rs.  Gozzaldi  was  elected  a vice-president 
in  the  place  of  Andrew  AlcFarland  Da\ds,  deceased,  and  Mr. 
Stoughton  Bell  was  elected  to  fill  her  place  in  the  Council.  The 
resignation  of  Air.  William  C.  Lane  as  editor  of  the  Society’s 
pubhcations  was  received  and  accepted  vdth  regret.  A com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  de\ise  ways  and  means  of  securing 
funds  necessary  for  the  publication  of  Airs.  Gozzaldi’s  index  to 
Paige’s  History.  Air.  Clarence  H.  Blackall  then  gave  an  illus- 
trated lecture  on  the  architecture,  bridges,  parks,  etc.,  of 
Cambridge  as  our  Alaterial  Inheritance.” 

The  winter  meeting  was  held  on  January  26,  1921,  at  the 
residence  of  Airs.  Charles  R.  Sanger.  An  ancient  waistcoat 
w^orn  by  Joseph  Foster  during  Shays’s  Rebellion  was  presented 
by  the  Estate  of  Airs.  Sarah  Foster  Hovey  Colburn,  deceased, 
and  Airs.  Gozzaldi  read  a paper  on  ‘^Joseph  Foster  and  Shays’s 
Rebellion.”  Air.  George  G.  Wright  read  a paper  on  Early 
Cambridge  Directories,  ” and  exhibited  a number  of  the  volumes 
first  pubhshed  in  the  series.  The  secretary  read  the  unpublished 
diary  of  Joseph  Alerriam,  1775,  with  explanatory  remarks. 

The  spring  meeting  w^as  held  on  April  19,  1921,  outside  the 
Cambridge  Public  Library  at  10  a.m.  in  connection  with  the 
celebration  of  Patriot’s  Day  by  the  City  of  Cambridge.  Air. 
T.  Harrison  Cummings  read  a paper  on  the  “Cambridge  Flag, ” 
and  a pageant  illustrating  the  history  of  the  American  flag  w*as 
presented  on  the  lawn  by  the  pupils  of  the  High  and  Latin 
Schools.  The  meeting  then  adjourned  to  Harvard  Square  to 
greet  the  rider  impersonating  William  Dawes  on  his  way  from 
Boston  to  Concord. 
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An  extra  meeting  was  held  on  June  11,  1921,  at  Elmwood, 
the  James  Russell  Lowell  estate,  by  the  kindness  of  Mrs.  Seth 
Comstock,  the  present  tenant.  Mrs.  Gozzaldi  read  a paper  on 
the  history  of  the  house  and  its  various  owners,  and  President 
Charles  W.  Eliot  gave  personal  reminiscences  of  James  Russell 
Lowell.  The  entire  house  and  grounds  were  open  for  the  inspec- 
tion of  \dsitors,  and  refreshments  were  served. 

During  the  year  the  Society  has  lost  by  death  or  resignation 
the  following  members : 

Edward  John  Brandon 
Ellen  Susan  Bulfinch 
Elizabeth  Balch  Jackson 
Isabelle  Wentworth  LawTence 
Caroline  Louisa  Parsons 
William  Eben  Stone 
Constance  Bigelow  Williston 

The  following  new  members  have  been  elected: 

ArrabeUa  Lewis  Bell 
Ella  Josephine  Boggs 
Frances  White  Emerson 
William  Emerson 
Eugenia  Brooks  Frothingham 
Alice  Manton  Morgan 
Clarence  Henry  Poor,  Jr. 

Charles  Peter  Vosburgh 
Maude  Batchelder  Vosburgh 
Frederica  Davis  Watson 
Rebecca  Clark  Winter 
Henrietta  Nesmith  Young 
Stephen  Emerson  Young 

The  Council  has  held  four  meetings  and  transacted  the  usual 
routine  business.  During  the  year  a determined  effort  has  been 
made  by  our  member,  Mr.  Cummings,  to  give  to  a group  of 
Cambridge  citizens  of  1775  the  credit  of  designing  the  “Cam- 
bridge Flag,  first  flown  on  Prospect  Hill  (then  a part  of 
Charlestowm)  on  January  1,  1776.  Although  composed  of  ele- 
ments perfectly  familiar  at  the  time,  this  flag  combined  them 
in  a new  manner  and  formed  the  basis  for  the  flag  later  adopted 
as  our  national  ensign,  which  Mr.  Cummings  also  contends  was 
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designed  in  Cambridge  and  not  in  Philadelphia.  Two  long  ses- 
sions of  the  Council  were  devoted  to  considering  this  h3T)othesis, 
which  (if  it  can  be  substantiated  by  documentary"  proof)  will 
certainly  add  new  lustre  to  the  fame  of  our  ancient  town. 

It  is  vdth  profound  regret  that  the  Society  finds  itself  de- 
prived of  the  further  ser^dces  of  its  second  president,  William 
Roscoe  Thayer,  who  despite  all  appeals  declines  to  stand  once 
more  as  a candidate  for  the  office  to  which  he  would  be  so  eagerly 
reelected.  Since  1915  the  Society  has  enjoyed  the  benefits  of  his 
constant  interest  and  his  wise  and  experienced  oversight.  Eds 
faithful  attendance  at  the  meetings,  both  of  the  general  Society 
and  of  the  Council,  has  been  no  less  helpful  than  the  tact, 
geniality,  and  ready  skill  with  which  he  has  presided.  Although 
his  six-year  term  has  included  the  troubled  and  uncertain  period 
of  the  Great  War,  he  has  so  ably  guided  the  Society  that  instead 
of  suffering  check  or  decline,  it  stands  today  noticeably  stronger 
than  before.  Among  the  forward  steps  taken  under  his  leader- 
ship the  following,  among  others,  deserve  attention: 

The  very  substantial  increase  of  the  membership  hst,  which 
now,  and  for  some  time,  has  been  maintained  at  its  maximum, 
and  the  careful  limitation  of  newly  elected  members  to  persons 
known  to  be  interested  in  the  objects  of  the  Society. 

The  thorough  revision  of  the  records  of  membership,  shovdng 
the  name  and  date  of  every  person  elected,  accepted,  declined, 
resigned,  removed,  or  deceased,  since  the  beginning  of  the 
Society  in  1905,  including  the  investigation  and  settlement  of 
sundry  cases  of  persons  who  had  never  been  heard  from  since 
their  election. 

The  serious  and  largely  successful  effort  to  secure  every  mem- 
ber’s signature  to  the  by-laws,  a constitutional  requirement 
which  had  been  totally  overlooked  for  a number  of  years,  and 
which  if  faithfully  observ-ed  will  in  time  result  in  a valuable 
^^  collection  of  Cambridge  autographs. 

The  inauguration  of  the  policy  of  holding  the  meetings  in 
attractive  private  homes  of  members,  instead  of  in  bare  and 
depressing  recitation  rooms  and  too  ample  public  halls.  No 
single  change  has  added  more  to  the  comfort  and  pleasure  of  the 
meetings  and  to  the  increase  of  attendance. 

The  introduction  of  an  extra  meeting  or  “garden  party”  in 
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June  of  each  year,  usually  on  the  grounds  of  some  house  of 
historic  interest  — forming  one  of  the  best  attended  and  most 
popular  gatherings  of  the  season. 

The  gratifying  increase  in  economy  of  the  Society’s  operating 
costs.  In  1910  the  incidental  expenses,  exclusive  of  printing  the 
annual  volume  of  proceedings,  were  S238.  In  1920  they  were 
S158,  or  one-third  less,  in  spite  of  the  sensational  rise  of  prices 
that  has  occurred  in  the  interval. 

The  omission  to  reappoint  the  numerous  standing  committees 
on  collection  of  printed  matter,  manuscripts,  traditions,  etc., 
relating  to  the  history  of  Cambridge.  Most  of  these  committees 
had  duties  so  vague  and  conflicting  (for  example,  the  committee 
on  the  collection  of  “autograph  letters  of  distinguished  citizens,” 
the  committee  on  the  collection  of  “early  letters  and  other 
documents  of  citizens,”  and  the  committee  on  the  collection  of 
“manuscript  material”)  that  it  is  not  surprising  that  although 
some  of  them  had  reported  progress  in  the  first  years  of  the 
Society,  all  had  long  ceased  to  function. 

The  amalgamation  of  the  annual  reports  of  the  Secretary  and 
of  the  Council.  As  these  reports  were  both  made  by  the  Secre- 
tary, and  cover  much  the  same  ground,  their  combination  does 
away  with  another  bit  of  duplication,  and  lessens  the  tax  on 
writer,  auditors,  and  printer  alike. 

The  removal  of  the  Society’s  collections  from  cramped  and 
inaccessible  storage  in  the  Cambridge  Public  Library  to  ample 
fireproof  quarters  in  the  Widener. 

The  abandonment  of  the  theory  of  “splendid  isolation”  in 
favor  of  the  more  modern  cooperative  attitude  by  joining  the 
Bay  State  Historical  League,  an  association  of  some  eighty  his- 
torical societies  throughout  the  Commonwealth. 

The  completion  of  the  manuscript  of  i\Irs.  Gozzaldi’s  work  on 
Cambridge  genealogies,  originally  begun  as  an  index  to  Paige’s 
History  of  Cambridge.  This  exhaustive  and  monumental 
treatise,  which  alone  would  justify  the  existence  of  the  Society, 
now  only  awaits  the  funds  necessary  for  its  publication. 

The  publication  and  free  distribution  to  members  of  the  de- 
lightful volume  of  “Letters  of  John  Holmes.”  Your  Secretary 
takes  peculiar  pleasure  in  recalling  that  this  memorial  to  one  of 
the  most  modest  and  charming  Cambridge  characters  was  the 
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outgrowth  of  a paper  read  at  one  of  the  regular  meetings  by  his 
suggestion. 

The  successful  attempt  to  vary  the  character  of  the  papers 
presented,  avoiding  too  steady  a diet  of  purely  biographical 
material  on  the  one  hand,  and  on  the  other,  material  relating 
strictly  to  Harvard  College,  which  is  well  ser^^ed  by  its  own 
historical  societies.  The  search  therefore  has  been  for  speakers 
on  special  topics  or  broad  considerations  of  the  varying  aspects 
of  the  town’s  history  and  antiquities.  The  task  should  not  be 
difficult,  for  even  aside  from  its  noted  citizens  and  its  great  uni- 
versity, few  cities  in  the  country  can  rival  Cambridge  in  age  and 
complex  development,  and  in  the  diversity  of  interesting  and 
significant  events  awaiting,  and  indeed  demanding,  investiga- 
tion and  presei^'ation  by  a Society  like  this.  Such  have  been  the 
papers  on  early  diaries  and  orderly  books  relating  to  Cambridge, 
on  the  historical  geography  of  Cambridge,  on  the  notable  move- 
ment for  no-license,  on  the  stay  of  Burgoyne’s  officers  in  the 
towm,  on  the  schools  of  Cambridge  in  the  nineteenth  century,  on 
the  history  of  printing  in  Cambridge,  on  the  “Harvard  Branch 
Railroad,  ” on  early  Cambridge  directories,  and  illustrated  lec- 
tures on  the  early  streets  of  Cambridge,  the  English  homes  of  the 
founders,  and  the  architecture  of  the  city.  The  papers  on  early 
diaries  and  on  ancient  streets  have  been  particularly  notable 
because  of  the  bibliographies  annexed  to  them,  adding  greatly 
to  the  value  of  the  published  Proceedings,  and  inaugurating 
(we  trust)  a department  of  work  in  which  the  Society  can  be  of 
real  usefulness  to  students  and  investigators. 

Such  a record  as  the  above,  accomplished  during  the  term  of 
our  retiring  President,  may  well  add  another  sprig  to  the  dis- 
tinguished laurels  he  already  wears.  He  leaves  the  chair  amidst 
our  warmest,  most  grateful  thanks,  and  our  sincerest  vishes  for 
his  future  happiness. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Samuel  F.  Batchelder, 
Secretary. 


October  25,  1921. 
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The  death  of  Samuel  Francis  Batchelder 
in  1927  interrupted  his  carefully  arranged 
plan  for  bringing  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Society  up  to  date.  He  had,  however, 
gathered  much  material  for  the  volumes 
then  in  arrears  (1920  to  1924  inclusive),  so 
that  the  present  Editor  has  needed  only  to 
prepare  this  for  the  press  and  add  what- 
ever further  matter  is  still  available  after 
the  lapse  of  so  many  years.  In  doing  so, 
he  has  been  constantly  indebted  to  Mrs. 
Gozzaldi's  unfailing  memory  and  to  the 
encouragement  of  Mr.  Briggs.  In  connec- 
tion \rtth  the  present  volume  he  would 
particularly  acknowledge  the  kindness  of 
Mr.  Thomas  Francis  O’Malley  in  prepar- 
ing explanatory  and  critical  Notes  for 
Two  Hundred  Years  Ago,  a task  that  has 
required  much  labor  and  research  as  well 
as  a vide  knowledge  of  Cam^bridge  history. 

Follovtng  j\Ir.  Batchelder’s  plan.  Vol- 
ume XV,  containing  the  Proceedings  for 
1920  and  1921,  was  issued  in  January, 
1931;  Volume  XVI  contains  the  Proceed- 
’ings  for  1922;  and  Volume  XVII,  covering 
the  years  1923  and  1924,  will  be  published 
shortly.  Volumes  XVIII  (1925)  and  XIX 
(1926)  have  already  been  published  under 
Mr.  Batchelder’s  editorship. 

DAVID  T.  POTTINGER 

Editor 


August  1,  1931 
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PROCEEDINGS 

OF 

The  Cambridge  Historical  Society 


FIFTY-EIGHTH  IMEETING 

The  Winter  Meeting  of  the  Society  was  held  at  the 
residence  of  ]Mr.  Byron  Satterlee  Hurlbut,  32  Quincy  Street, 
at  8 P.M.,  on  Tuesday,  January  24,  1922,  President  Emerton 
in  the  chair  and  about  forty  persons  present. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  allowed. 

Mr.  Lane,  the  delegate  of  the  Society  to  the  recent  meeting  of 
the  Bay  State  Historical  League  at  Dorchester,  gave  a brief 
account  of  that  pleasant  and  interesting  event. 

Mr.  Saunders  protested  against  the  proposal  of  the  Cam- 
bridge City  Government  to  rename  sundry  streets  and  squares 
in  honor  of  Cambridge  men  who  fell  in  the  Great  War.  In  many 
cases  the  present  names  are  ancient  and  historically  interesting. 
At  the  suggestion  of  the  Chairman  he  drew  up  a vuitten  protest 
in  the  name  of  the  Society.  This  was  read  and  after  amend- 
ment voted  that  the  Secretary  forward  the  same  to  the  Mayor 
and  City  Council. 

On  the  subject  for  the  evening,  ^^Some  unpublished  letters  of 
John  Adams,  Abigail  Adams,  and  John  Quincy  Adams,”  Mr. 
Worthington  Chauncey  Ford  read  selections  and  comments 
on  a group  of  these  letters  loaned  to  the  Society  by  Mrs.  E.  W. 
Hall  of  New  Brunsvuck,  N.  J. 

Mr.  Willia:m  Coolidge  Lane  read  two  letters  in  the  Har- 
vard College  archives  from  John  Adams  relative  to  the  admis- 
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THE  CAMBRIDGE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


sion  of  John  Quincy  Adams  to  college,  also  the  latter’s  descrip- 
tion of  meetings  of  the  Phi  Beta  Kappa  during  his  college  days. 

Mr.  WiLLiA^i  Roscoe  Thayer  spoke  on  the  condition  of 
Harvard  College  during  that  period,  especially  of  the  con- 
troversy vdth  John  Hancock,  the  college  treasurer. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned  and  light  refreshments  were 
enjoyed. 
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FIFTY-NINTH  MEETING 

The  Spring  Meeting  of  the  Society  was  held  at  the  resi- 
dence of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Emerson,  159  Brattle  Street 
(the  old  Hooper- Lee-Nichols  house),  at  8 p.m.  on  Tuesday, 
April  25,  1922.  President  Emerton  presided,  and  about  fifty 
persons  were  present.  The  meeting  was  held  in  the  remodelled 
kitchen  at  the  rear  of  the  house,  supposed  to  be  the  oldest  por- 
tion of  the  fabric. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  allowed. 

The  Secretary  requested  that  members  who  would  like  to  act 
as  delegates  to  the  meetings  of  the  Bay  State  Historical  League, 
communicate  with  him. 

Miss  Frances  Fowler  read  diverting  extracts  from  a rare 
volume  entitled  ^'Two  Hundred  Years  Ago’^  recounting  inci- 
dents of  life  in  Cambridgeport  and  East  Cambridge. 

Mrs.  Gozzaldi  gave  a brief  history  of  the  old  house,  dating 
back  to  1700  or  earlier. 

Mr.  Joseph  Everett  Chandler,  under  whose  direction  the 
house  was  restored  about  six  years  ago,  described  its  archi- 
tectural peculiarities,  and  under  his  guidance  the  members 
inspected  its  various  rooms. 

Refreshments  were  served  and  the  meeting  adjourned  about 
10.30  P.M. 
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SIXTIETH  MEETING 

A Garden-party  was  tendered  the  Society  by  Mr.  and  IMrs. 

Moses  Perkins  White,  at  1 1 Highland  Street,  on  Saturday, 
June  10,  1922;  but  as  the  afternoon  was  cool  and  threatening, 
the  exercises  were  held  indoors.  About  thirty  members  were 
present.  After  refreshments  had  been  enjoyed,  the  meeting 
was  called  to  order  by  President  Emerton. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  allowed. 

A discussion  took  place  as  to  a suitable  tablet  on  the  old 
Hooper-Lee-Nichols  house  reciting  the  names  of  its  historic 
owners.  Voted  that  this  subject  be  referred  to  the  Council,  to 
report  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Society. 

The  Chairman  read  a communication  from  ]\Iiss  Dana  as  to 
the  better  care  of  the  Old  Burying  Ground  in  Harvard  Square. 
On  motion  of  Air.  Sever,  amended  by  Air.  Blodgett,  it  was 
voted  to  refer  this  subject  to  the  Council  with  full  powers,  a 
report  to  be  made  to  the  Society  at  its  next  meeting. 

Airs.  Lovejoy  spoke  of  the  discovery  during  the  past  week 
of  human  remains  apparently  about  one  hundred  fifty  years  old 
in  an  excavation  near  her  house  on  Traill  Street,  three  skeletons 
in  a straight  line  having  been  found  in  three  successive  days. 
This  may  have  been  the  burying-place  for  the  hospital  known 
to  have  been  at  Elmwood’^  during  the  Siege  of  Boston.  After 
considerable  discussion  on  motion  made  and  amended,  it  was 
voted  to  give  the  Council  discretion  in  this  matter  whether  steps 
should  be  taken  to  preserve  this  ground  by  the  Society  either 
alone  or  acting  with  the  various  patriotic  societies,  but  to  report 
to  a meeting  of  this  Society  before  taking  any  action. 

The  Rev.  Prescott  Evarts  read  a paper  ^^On  a Certain 
Deplorable  Tendency  among  the  most  Respectable  Alembers 
of  the  Community  to  Abstain  from  Church-Going — as  Observed 
in  the  Year  1796.’’  This  paper  was  based  on  a broadside  recently 
presented  to  the  Society  by  the  Rev.  Plenry  Wilder  Foote  and 
exhibited  to  the  meeting. 
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The  paper  was  followed  by  extempore  remarks  by  President 
Charles  W.  Eliot  on  his  recollections  of  compulsor^^  church- 
going at  Harvard  College,  and  the  struggle  to  abolish  com- 
pulsory morning  prayers. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned. 


io 


SIXTY-FIRST  MEETING 


Eighteenth  Annual  Meeting 


The  Eighteenth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Cambridge 
Historical  Society  was  held  at  the  residence  of  Mrs. 
Thomas  Russell  Watson,  71  Appleton  Street,  at  8 p.m.  on 
Tuesday,  October  31,  1922.  About  fifty  members  were  present. 
President  Emerton  presided. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  allowed. 

The  Secretary  read  his  annual  report,  with  which  was  incor- 
porated, according  to  custom,  the  annual  report  of  the  Council. 
Voted  that  the  above  reports  be  accepted  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Publication. 

No  report  was  received  from  the  Curator. 

The  Treasurer  read  his  annual  report,  showing  a balance  on 
hand  of  81,942.38.  Inasmuch  as  the  report  had  not  been 
audited,  it  was  allowed  to  lie  over  to  the  next  meeting. 

The  President  stated  that  he  had  appointed  in  advance  of  the 
meeting  the  follovfing  Committee  on  Nominations:  Rev.  H.  B. 
Washburn  (chairman).  Rev.  H.  W.  Foote,  and  Mr.  W.  R. 
Thayer.  In  the  absence  of  this  committee  he  read  their  report, 
containing  a fist  of  nominations  in  form  of  a ballot.  Voted  to 
accept  the  report  and  adopt  it  as  the  official  ballot ; and  that  the 
Secretary  cast  one  vote  as  follows : 


OFFICERS  FOR  1922-23 


President 


Ephraim  Emerton 


Secretary  .... 
Treasurer  .... 

Curator 

Council:  the  above  and 
Joseph  Henry  Beale 
Stoughton  Bell 
Frank  Gaylord  Cook 


Vice-Presidents 


( Worthington  Chauncey  Ford 
f Mary  Isabella  Gozzaldi 
[ William  Coolidge  Lane 
Samuel  Francis  Batchelder 


Francis  Webber  Se\ter 
Edward  Locke  Gookin 


Richard  Henry  Dana 
Alice  Mary  Longfellow 
Fred  Norris  Robinson 
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As  the  reports  on  the  Hooper-Lee-Nichols  House  and  the  Old 
Burying  Ground  were  contained  in  the  annual  report  of  the 
Council,  no  separate  reports  on  these  subjects  were  made.  A 
general  discussion  however  took  place  on  the  latter  subject, 
including  questions,  answers,  and  suggestions  from  ]\Iiss  Dana, 
Mrs.  Gozzaldi,  jMr.  Bailey,  Mr.  White,  President  Eliot,  Mr. 
Cook,  and  others. 

On  the  question  of  preser\ing  the  Old  Court  House  on  Palmer 
Street,  referred  to  the  Council  at  the  last  annual  meeting,  a 
letter  was  read  from  Miss  Lois  L.  Howe,  to  whom  the  Council 
referred  the  matter,  stating  that  no  part  of  the  original  structure 
seems  to  remain  except  the  frame,  although  some  old  boarding 
and  panelling  might  be  found  if  the  present  clapboards  and 
plastering  were  removed.  It  w’as  the  sense  of  the  meeting  that 
the  Society  would  not  be  justified  in  expending  any  funds  for 
this  purpose.  Voted  that  the  report  be  accepted  and  placed  on 
file,  with  sincere  thanks  to  ^liss  Howe  for  her  valued  assistance. 

The  President  exhibited  several  pamphlets  of  old  sermons 
presented  by  Mrs.  William  B.  Lambert,  including  the  first 
sermon  ever  preached  in  Alassachusetts,  and  returned  the  thanks 
of  the  Society  to  the  donor. 

Mr.  Sever,  on  behalf  of  the  Council,  offered  the  following 
minute : 

The  Council  of  the  Cambridge  Historical  Society  wishes  to 
submit  the  following  resolutions  for  adoption  by  the  Society  as 
a wLole  in  connection  with  the  death  of 

Henry  Herbert  Edes 

Mr.  Edes  was  actually  the  founder  of  the  Cambridge  Historical 
Society.  Mrs.  Gozzaldi  and  Miss  Susanna  Willard  went  to  him 
and  asked  him  to  organize  an  historical  society.  He  in  turn 
went  to  Mr.  Hollis  R.  Bailey  and  Mr.  Richard  H.  Dana  and 
others  who  afterwards  became  charter  members,  and  the  Society 
came  into  being.  He  served  as  the  Treasurer  for  thirteen  years, 
and  his  loss  is  keenly  felt.  His  resignation  as  Treasurer  took 
place  in  1920,  o’wing  to  the  pressure  of  other  affairs. 
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Therefore  the  Society  wishes  to  express  its  deep  sense  of  loss 
in  his  death.  It  is  its  wish  to  have  a copy  of  these  resolutions 
forwarded  to  his  widow  and  spread  upon  the  minutes  of  the 
Society. 

Voted  that  the  above  minute  be  adopted,  spread  upon  the 
records,  and  sent  to  Mrs.  Edes. 

Due  notice  ha\dng  been  inserted  in  the  call  for  the  meeting, 
Mr.  Sever  moved  to  amend  the  By-Laws  so  that  the  annual 
meeting  should  be  held  in  January  instead  of  October.  There 
being  no  opposition,  it  was  voted  that  Art.  XIV  of  the  By-Laws 
be  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

XIV.  MEETINGS 

The  Annual  Meeting  shall  be  held  on  the  fourth  Tuesday  in  January 
in  each  year.  Other  regular  meetings  shall  be  held  on  the  fourth  Tues- 
- days  of  April  and  October  of  each  year,  unless  the  President  otherwise 
directs.  Special  meetings  may  be  called  by  the  President  or  by  the 
Council. 

At  9 p.M.  the  President  introduced  the  speaker  of  the  evening. 
Dr.  Henry  Pickering  Walcott,  who  delivered  an  address 
without  notes  on  ^^Some  Cambridge  Physicians,’’  including 
Dr.  Gamage,  Dr.  Waterhouse,  Dr.  Holmes,  Drs.  Morrill  and 
Jeffries  Wyman,  the  founding  of  the  Cambridge  Hospital,  and 
many  personal  reminiscences. 

At  10.30  P.M.,  with  thanks  to  the  hostess  and  the  speaker,  the 
meeting  adjourned. 
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ELIZABETH  CARY^  AGASSIZ  CENTENARY 
N The  E\"exixg  of  Tuesday,  December  5,  1922,  the  Cam- 


bridge Historical  Society  joined,  by  invitation,  wdth  Rad- 
cliffe  College  in  obser\dng  the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  the 
birth  of  Ylrs.  Ehzabeth  Cary  Agassiz,  noted  citizen  of  Cam- 
bridge and  one  of  the  originators,  and  chief  supporter,  of  Rad- 
cliffe.  The  exercises  were  held  in  the  academic  theatre  of 
Agassiz  House,  and  were  di\dded  between  the  two  organizations. 
The  imdted  guests  included  the  members  of  the  Society,  the 
family  and  descendants  of  YIrs.  Agassiz,  the  officers  and  many 
members  of  Radchffe  College,  with  its  donors  and  friends. 
Le  Baron  Russell  Briggs,  President  of  Radcliffe,  presided  and 
made  the  address  of  welcome.  Addresses  were  also  made  by 
Christina  Hopkinson  Baker,  Acting  Dean  of  Radchffe;  Ephraim 
Emerton,  President  of  the  Historical  Society;  and  Charles 
Wilham  Ehot,  LL.D.  Music  was  furnished  by  the  Radchffe 
Choral  Society.  The  Committee  in  charge  of  the  celebration 
consisted  of  i\Irs.  Lilhan  Horsford  Farlow,  Yliss  Ellen  Ylason, 
and  Acting  Dean  Baker.  The  ushers  consisted  of  representatives 
of  all  the  graduate  classes  and  those  undergraduates  whose 
mothers  had  been  Radcliffe  students.  At  the  conclusion  of  the 
exercises  the  guests  adjourned  to  the  Common  Room,  where 
refreshments  were  served.^ 


^ The  addresses  of  Messrs.  Emerton  and  Eliot  were  subsequently  published  by 
Radcliffe  College  in  an  edition  of  500,  half  of  which  were  taken  by  the  Society  and 
distributed  to  its  members.  The  title  of  the  pamphlet  is  “Addresses  at  the  e.xercises 
commemorating  the  centennial  of  the  birth  of  Elizabeth  Cary  Agassiz.  Held  under 
the  auspices  of  Radcliffe  College  and  the  Cambridge  Historical  Society  at  Agassiz 
House,  Cambridge,  December  5,  1922.”  13  pages. 
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TWO  LETTERS  OF  JOHN  ADAMS 

Read  January  24,  1922 

The  two  letters  from  John  Adams  to  President  Willard, 
facsimiles  of  w^hich  follow,  are  in  the  Harvard  College  archives, 
presented  to  the  College  in  1910  by  the  blisses  Susanna  and 
Theodora  W^iUard.  They  were  read  by  Mr.  Whlliam  C.  Lane  at 
the  meeting  of  the  Society  on  January  24,  1922  as  an  appro- 
priate contribution  to  the  topic  of  the  evening  ^^Some  unpub- 
lished letters  of  John  Adams,  Abigail  Adams,  and  John  Quincy 
Adams. 

Mr.  Lane  had  pre\dously  communicated  these  to  the  Colonial 
Society  of  Massachusetts  in  1910,  and  they  were  printed,  but 
not  in  facsimile,  in  the  Transactions  of  that  Society  (vol.  13, 
pp.  113-117)  with  the  follovdng  note  by  ]Mr.  Lane: 

John  Quincy  Adams  went  abroad  vnih  his  father  in  February, 
1778,  when  he  was  but  eleven  years  of  age.  He  w’as  in  Paris  till 
June,  1779,  when  he  returned  with  his  father  to  America,  but 
went  back  to  France  in  the  following  November.  In  July,  1780, 
Adams  was  sent  as  Ambassador  to  the  Netherlands,  and  his 
son  studied  at  Amsterdam  and  at  Le^^den  till  July,  1781,  when 
he  went  to  St.  Petersburg  as  private  secretary  to  Francis  Dana, 
the  American  Minister  to  Russia.  He  was  in  Stockholm  during 
the  winter  of  1782-1783,  then  joined  his  father  again  at  The 
Hague,  and  later  accompanied  him  to  Paris.  In  May,  1785,  he 
returned  to  the  United  States,  and  after  being  tutored  for  a few 
months,  entered  the  Junior  Class  at  Harvard  in  IMarch,  1786, 
graduating  with  high  honors  in  1787.  The  foUoAving  passage  is 
worth  reprinting  in  connection  with  the  letters  presented: 

I have  been  seven  years  travelling  in  Europe,  seeing  the  world,  and 
its  society.  If  I return  to  the  United  States,  I must  be  subject,  one  or 
two  years,  to  the  rules  of  a college,  pass  three  more  in  the  tedious  study 
of  the  law,  before  I can  hope  to  bring  myself  into  professional  notice. 
The  prospect  is  discouraging.  If  I accompany  my  father  to  London, 
my  satisfaction  would  possibly  be  greater  than  by  returning  to  the 
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United  States;  but  I shall  loiter  away  my  precious  time,  and  not  go 
home  until  I am  forced  to  it.  My  father  has  been  all  his  lifetime 
occupied  by  the  interests  of  the  public.  His  own  fortune  has  suffered. 
His  children  must  provide  for  themselves.  I am  determined  to  get  my 
own  living,  and  to  be  dependent  upon  no  one.  With  a tolerable  share 
of  common  sense,  I hope,  in  America,  to  be  independent  and  free. 
Rather  than  live  otherwise,  I would  wish  to  die  before  my  time.^ 

Auteuil  near  Paris  SepU  8.  1784. 
Sir 

I have  received,  by  M”  Adams,  the  Letter  you  did  me,  the 
Honour  to  write  me  on  the  eighth  of  June  last,  together  with  a 
vote  of  the  President  and  Fellows  of  Harvard  College  of  the  first 
of  April  1783,  and  a Diploma  for  a Doctorate  of  Laws  elegantly 
engrossed  and  the  Seal  inclosed  in  a Silver  Box. 

This  Mark  of  the  approbation  of  so  respectable  a University 
does  me  great  Honour  and  is  more  especially  acceptable  to  me, 
as  it  comes  from  a Society,  where  I had  my  Education,  and  for 
which  I have  ever  entertained  the  highest  Veneration.  Let  me 
pray  you.  Sir,  to  present  my  best  Respects,  and  most  hearty 
Thanks  to  the  Corporation,  and  to  accept  the  same  for  the 
polite  and  obliging  manner,  in  which  you  have  communicated 
their  Resolution  and  Diploma. — 

Your  Design,  Sir,  of  \nsiting  the  Universities  of  Europe  to 
become  acquainted  vdth  their  Laws,  Customs,  and  modes  of 
Education,  is  a very  wise  one.  The  Reflections  you  would  make 
and  the  Correspondences  you  would  form,  w’ould  amply  com- 
pensate, the  Trouble  and  Expence,  although  I can  give  you  no 
Encouragement  to  hope,  for  the  smallest  pecuniary  Advantage. 
It  is  the  general  Sentiment,  in  Europe,  even  of  those  wffo  are 
not  professed  Ennemies  to  America,  that  there  is  already  in 
that  Country,  WYalth  and  Knowledge  enough,  and  too  many 
Advantages  for  acquiring  more,  to  make  it  necessary  for  them 
to  contribute  any  of  theirs  to  our  Assistance. 

If  you  come.  Sir,  while  I remain  in  Europe  you  may  depend 
upon  any  Assistance,  which  a Residence  of  near  Seven  Years 
abroad,  in  France,  Holland  and  England,  may  enable  me  to  give 
you,  in  obtaining  Introductions  to  such  Characters  as  you  wish 
to  see. 

* J.  Quincy,  Memoir  of  the  Life  of  John  Quincy  Adams,  p.  4. 
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After  all,  the  System  of  Education  at  your  University  is  so 
excellent  that  I should  not  wish  to  see  it  essentially  changed, 
much  less  conformed  to  the  ^lodels  in  Europe,  where  there  is 
much  less  Attention  to  the  IMorals  and  Studies  of  the  Youth, 
in  this  Sentiment  I am  so  fully  fixed  as  to  be  very  desirous  of 
gi\dng  my  own  Son  an  Opportunity  to  study  with  you.  He  has 
travelled  with  me  and  AE  Dana,  for  near  seven  years,  and  has 
seen  the  most  of  Europe,  but  he  has  not  neglected  his  Studies. 
He  has  been  matriculated  in  the  University  of  Leyden,  and 
studied  there  sometime,  and  might  have  a Degree  there,  with 
the  Attendance  of  a few  iMonths  more.  He  is  advanced  in  Age 
and  I flatter  myself  in  Literature  so  far  as  to  render  it  impos- 
sible for  me  to  offer  him,  at  Harvard  Colledge  as  a Freshman: 
But  if  the  Laws  vdll  admit  him,  after  an  Examination  and  upon 
the  Pa^mient  of  a Sum  of  iMoney  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Society, 
with  the  Class  of  the  fourth  or  third  Y'ear,  I should  chose  to 
- send  him  to  you,  rather  than  to  Leyden.  I should  be  much 
obhged  to  you  for  your  Sentiments  upon  this  Subject. 

With  the  greatest  Respect  and 
Esteem  I have  the  Honour  to  be.  Sir 
your  most  obedient  and 
most  humble  Servant 

John  Adams. — 

The  Reverend  Joseph  Willard 
President  of  the  University 
at  Cambridge. 


Auteuil  near  Paris  April  22,  1785. 
Sir 

I have  received  the  Letter  you  did  me  the  Honour  to  write  me 
the  fourteenth  of  December,  with  the  Resolution  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Fellows  of  the  Universit}^  of  the  Sixteenth  of  Novem- 
ber, which,  as  well  as  the  Concurrence  of  the  Board  of  Overseers, 
does  me  great  Honour  and  demands  my  most  grateful  Acknowl- 
edgements. 

My  Son,  John  Quincy  Adams,  for  whom  this  favour  is 
intended  will  have  the  Honour  to  deliver  you  this  Letter,  and  I 
beg  leave  to  recommend  him  to  the  kind  Protection  of  the  Cor- 
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poration,  and  the  candid  Friendship  of  his  fellow  Students.  He 
has  wandered  with  me  in  Europe  for  Seven  Years,  and  has  been 
for  the  last  Eighteen  Months  my  only  Secretary,  so  that  it  may 
be  easily  conceived,  I shall  part  vdth  him  with  Reluctance.  But 
the  Necessity  of  breeding  him  to  some  Profession,  in  which  he 
may  pro\nde  for  himself,  and  become  a usefull  ^Member  of 
Society,  and  a Conviction  that  no  American  can  be  any  where 
so  well  educated  as  in  his  own  Country,  have  induced  me  to 
relinquish  the  Pleasure  of  his  Company  and  the  Advantage  of  his 
Assistance.  I think  I do  not  flatter  him  nor  m^^self,  when  I say, 
that  he  is  a studious  Youth,  and  not  addicted  to  any  Vice;  of 
his  Advancement  in  Literature  and  the  Sciences  you  will  form 
an  Estimate  from  his  Examination,  which  would  probably  be 
more  for  his  ease  and  Safety  if  it  could  be  in  French,  with  which 
Language  he  is  more  familiar  than  his  owm.  But  as  this  is  not 
to  be  expected,  an  allowance  will  naturally  be  made,  [break  in 
MS.]  account  of  his  long  absence  from  home. 

It  is  somewLat  delicate  to  give  Ad\nce  upon  the  Point  of  your 
Travels  to  Europe.  There  is  no  doubt  but  considerable  Advan- 
tages might  be  obtained,  but  considering  the  Time,  the  Expence 
and  the  Risque  I think  if  I had  the  Honour  to  be  a Member  of 
the  Corporation  or  the  Overseers,  I should  estimate  these  as 
probably  so  much  more  than  the  others,  as  to  ad\nse  my  Coun- 
trymen as  they  are  so  happy  as  to  have  a good  President,  to 
preserv’e  him  carefully  at  the  Head  of  his  University. 

Our  Commercial  Negotiations,  Sir,  which  your  public  Spirit 
naturally  enquires  after,  proceed  so  slowly  and  to  so  little  Effect, 
that  I wish  myself  on  your  side  the  Water,  and  whether  any 
other  Plan  w’ould  succeed  better  is  too  uncertain  to  excite  any 
sanguine  Hopes.  All  the  Ports  of  Europe,  however  are  open  to 
our  Vessells,  those  with  wLom  w^e  have  no  Treaties  as  w^ell  as 
the  others. 

I have  the  Honour  to  be,  with  the  utmost 
Esteem  and  Respect,  Sir  Your 
most  obedient  and  most 
humble  Servant 

John  Adams 

The  Reverend  Joseph  Willard 
President  of  Harvard  University 
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THE  HOOPER-LEE-NICHOLS  HOUSE 

By  Mary  Isabella  Gozzaldi 
Read  April  25,  1922 

V 

This  house  has  been  sometimes  called  the  oldest  house  in 
Cambridge,  and  its  large  central  stack  chimney  shows  that  it 
belongs  to  an  early  period  of  New  England  architecture;  but  it 
was  originally  a farmhouse  in  Watertown,  as  Sparks  street  was 
the  westerly  limit  of  Cambridge  until  1754. 

The  first  owner  appears  to  have  been  Robert  Holmes,  whose 
son  John  Holmes  married  Hannah,  daughter  of  Deacon  Samuel 
Thatcher,  in  1664.  Their  son  Robert  Holmes  inherited  the 
house.  He  removed  to  Salem;  and  in  1685,  his  mother  having 
died  some  three  years  previously,  he  sold  the  house  to  Dr. 
Richard  Hooper.  The  latter  died  in  1690,  and  three  years  later 
his  widow  Elizabeth  was  licensed  to  keep  an  inn.  Their  son 
Dr.  Henry  Hooper  was  a physician  and  must  have  been  of  some 
prominence  as  he  attended  President  Leverett  of  Harvard,  who 
died  May  3,  1724.  His  bill  for  the  attendance  on  the  President 
is  in  the  library  of  the  New  England  Historic-Genealogical 
Society  and  is  given  in  extenso  in  Paige’s  History  of  Cambridge, 
page  598.  It  shows  something  of  the  remedies  used  in  1721. 
Dr.  Hooper  of  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  sold  the  house  to  Cor- 
nelius Waldo,  merchant,  of  Boston,  but  there  is  no  proof  that 
the  new  owner  Lived  here.  He  advertised  it  to  be  let  in  1742, 
and  in  1758  his  vddow  sold  it  to  Judge  Joseph  Lee. 

Judge  Lee  was  the  son  of  Thomas  Lee,  a ship-builder,  of 
Boston.  His  mother  was  the  daughter  of  Ensign  Edward  Flint 
of  Salem.  He  was  born  in  1710,  graduated  at  Harvard  in  1729, 
and  in  1755  married  Rebecca,  the  youngest  daughter  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor Spencer  Phips.  While  Airs.  Lee  lived  here 
many  of  her  family  were  li\dDg  near.  Her  brother,  David  Phips, 
was  in  her  father’s  house;  her  elder  sister.  Airs.  Andrew  Board- 
man,  was  living  in  the  village;  her  nephew,  John  Vassall,  Jr., 
was  in  Craigie  House  wLich  he  had  built;  and  her  sister  Alary 
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came  to  live  next  door  in  the  house  her  husband,  Richard  Lech- 
mere,  built.  So  they  were  in  the  midst  of  the  Tory  society  of 
the  time.  Judge  Lee  remodelled  the  house  to  make  it  more  fit 
for  a gentleman^s  residence.  He  was  a man  of  mild  disposition 
and  although  a founder  of  Christ  Church  and  the  companion  of 
the  Loyalists  he  was  not  so  firm  a Tory.  Wlien  he  w^as  appointed 
with  Lieutenant-Governor  Thomas  Ohver  a member  of  the 
Mandamus  Council,  he  resigned  from  the  court  house  steps 
when  he  saw  that  the  appointment  was  unpopular.  WTien  his 
neighbors  left  their  homes  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  he 
only  went  to  Boston  and  after  the  evacuation  of  that  place 
retm’ned  to  his  house,  wLich  had  not  been  confiscated  by  the 
Provincial  Congress  as  the  other  Toiy  houses  had  been.  As  long 
as  he  held  office  under  the  king,  he  served  him  vdth  fidehty  and 
was  just  as  faithful  to  the  government  of  the  United  States 
when  the  change  came.  He  was  a good  neighbor,  gentlemanly 
in  his  manners,  and  sincere  in  his  friendships.  He  hved  here 
peacefully  to  a ripe  old  age,  d>fing  in  1802  at  the  age  of  ninety- 
three.  His  ^eat-niece,  2vlrs.  Deborah  Carpenter,  inherited  the 
house;  she  also  hved  to  be  very  old,  dying  at  ninety-five. 

In  1860  the  house  was  bought  by  ]\Ir.  George  Nichols  of 
Salem.  He  was  a noted  proof  reader,  the  friend  of  many  authors 
and  poets.  He  had  several  daughters  and  a son,  John,  the 
youngest  of  the  family.  His  vdfe  was  most  sociable;  she  was 
interested  in  all  the  parish  work  of  Christ  Church  and  a most 
helpful  friend  to  all  in  need.  She  took  an  active  part  in  the 
society  of  the  town  and  was  especially  fond  of  young  people. 
She  had  for  some  years  wffiat  she  called  a “Constellation  Class,’’ 
composed  of  the  boys  and  girls  of  the  neighborhood.  It  was 
considered  an  honor  to  be  asked  to  belong  to  it.  The  young 
people  assembled  here  one  evening  each  week  after  dark,  and 
she  took  them  out  of  doors  and  showed  them  the  stars,  told 
their  names,  and  related  the  old  myths  suggested  by  the  names 
of  the  constellations.  Afterwards  all  went  into  the  house,  where 
nuts  or  doughnuts  or  gingerbread  were  serv^ed  and  games  were 
played.  In  her  later  years  Mrs.  Nichols  did  not  follow  the 
changing  dictates  of  fashion.  She  wore  dark  go^vns  open  at  the 
neck,  finished  with  a white  mull  kerchief.  She  was  sprightly 
and  entertaining  and  a gi'eat  favorite  with  all.  One  of  her 
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daughter’s  children  said  once,  “I  know  why  she  is  called  grand- 
mother; it’s  because  she  is  so  grand.”  Mr.  Nichols  heard  that 
the  mahogany  communion  railing  at  St.  Paul’s  Church  in 
Boston  was  to  be  taken  down  and  replaced  by  a new  one.  He 
bought  it  and  set  it  up  on  the  roof,  where  it  gave  a finish  to  the 
house.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nichols  lived  here  until  death  took  them, 
and  the  house  remained  for  years  in  the  hands  of  members  of 
the  family.  The  last  OTvmer  was  Austin  MTiite,  a grandson. 
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THE  OLD  HOOPER-LEE  HOUSE 

[The  follo^^ing  is  taken,  by  permission,  from  the  little-known  article  by 
Thomas  Coffin  Amory  (H.  C.  1830)  entitled  “Old  Cambridge  and  New,” 
in  the  Register  of  the  New  England  Historic-Genealogical  Society  for  July, 
1871.  It  gives  an  interesting  picture  of  the  house  some  sixty  years  ago  — 
ver\^  nearly  in  its  original  condition  — not  the  less  interesting  because  one 
of  the  earliest  accounts  marked  by  sympathetic  intelligence  and  critical 
detail.  — S.F.B.] 

The  mansion  next  west  of  the  Lechmere  house  was  the 
residence  of  Judge  Lee,  and  down  to  1860  belonged  to  one  of 
his  family.  It  has  the  reputation  of  being  the  oldest  building  in 
Cambridge  certainly,  dating  much  earlier  than  any  other  of 
equal  note  still  remaining  in  anything  approaching  its  pristine 
condition.  Its  foundations  and  mason  work  are  cemented  with 
clay,  and  this  confirms  the  popular  belief  that  it  was  erected 
before  the.  days  of  Charles  the  Second,  for  lime  came  in  this 
neighborhood  into  use  for  mortar  at  a later  period,  clay  mixed 
with  pulverized  oyster  shells  being  pre\fiously  used  instead.  Its 
oak  timbers,  where  exposed  to  view,  present  the  same  indica- 
tions of  extreme  age  as  those  in  the  cellar  of  the  Edmund  Quincy 
house  in  Quincy,  now  occupied  by  Mr.  Butler.  Although  more 
elegant  than  the  houses  of  the  same  period  in  Ipsvfich,  it  has  to 
them  many  points  of  resemblance.  The  central  chimney,  twelve 
feet  in  either  direction,  is  built  on  the  natural  surface  of  the 
ground,  cellars  being  excavated  on  either  side,  one  of  them 
having  a sub-cellar  for  fruit.  The  rooms  are  arranged  in  the 
same  mode  around  the  chimney,  which  thus  afforded  spacious 
fireplaces  to  the  drawing  room  on  one  side,  to  the  keeping  room 
on  the  other,  and  to  what  was  originally  the  kitchen,  but  now  a 
handsome  dining-room,  in  the  rear. 

The  house  is  over  sixty  feet  front,  and  the  parlors  and  rooms 
over  them  would  be  twenty  by  twenty-six  were  it  not  that  in 
many  of  them,  as  in  the  Ipsvich  houses,  a portion  of  the  end  six 
feet  in  breadth  opposite  the  fireplaces  was  partitioned  off,  in 
the  keeping  room  for  a study,  in  the  chambers  above  for  bed  or 
dressing  rooms,  the  window  between  either  shut  off  by  a glass 
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door  or  set  as  it  were  in  a recess.  The  object  was  protection 
against  the  cold.  All  the  heat  radiating  from  the  centre  stack, 
the  portion  of  the  rooms  farthest  removed,  the  end  wall  being 
imperfectly  sealed  and  windows  not  very  tight,  would  have  lost 
its  warmth  vith  the  thermometer  below  zero,  but  for  this  shield. 
The  drawing-room,  however,  preserves  all  its  plentitude  of  size, 
and  appears  the  larger  for  its  low  ceilings,  across  which  and 
around  which  extend  engaged  beams.  The  paper  hangings,  as 
in  other  apartments,  are  in  designs  of  former  days,  landscape 
and  buildings,  men  and  beasts,  like  those  of  the  Lee  house  in 
Marblehead  and  probably  as  ancient,  those  having  been  placed 
there  under  the  IGng.  Out  of  the  drawdng-room,  as  in  all  the 
better  houses  of  two  centuries  ago,  opened  a door  into  the 
kitchen  and  another  into  a sleeping  room  of  handsome  propor- 
tions, and  between  them  was  an  enclosed  staircase  and  door 
towards  the  stables. 

The  main  staircase  in  the  front  hall  opposite  the  principal 
door  of  entrance  leads  up  in  front  of  the  chimney  stack,  and  is 
of  easy  ascent  and  handsome  construction.  The  hall  projects 
beyond  the  front  of  the  house,  as  in  the  Waterhouse  and  Holmes 
mansions  on  the  common  and  in  the  old  Dunster  house  formerly 
on  Harvard  street,  windows  on  either  side  of  the  porch  so 
formed  affording  light  and  contributing  to  cheerfulness.  The 
windows  are  peculiar,  of  great  breadth  for  the  height,  indeed 
nearly  square,  and  in  their  original  state  were  no  doubt  glazed 
in  lozenge  panes  set  in  leaden  lattices.  The  floors  are  not  all 
level.  This  would  seem  the  effect  of  age,  were  it  not  that  in 
other  ancient  houses  it  was  e\ddently  from  design.  At  Little 
Harbor  in  the  Wentworth,  and  in  the  Barrell  house  at  York, 
some  of  the  principal  rooms  vary  in  level  several  feet.  There  is 
a step  down  into  the  dining-room  in  this  house  from  the  dravdng- 
room,  and  its  floor  is  an  inch  or  more  above  that  of  the  hall. 
Besides  the  two  flights  of  stairs  mentioned,  there  is  another 
from  a hall  leading  out  of  the  keeping  room. 

Above  are  several  pleasant  sleeping  rooms  on  two  floors. 
Back  of  those  on  the  upper  formerly  ran  a gallery,  sixty  feet  by 
twelve  or  fifteen,  now  divided  into  chambers.  In  its  furniture 
there  is  a happy  combination  of  modern  with  ancient;  one 
delightful  apartment,  with  its  superb  four-poster,  decorated 
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cabinets  and  hangings  like  tapestry,  its  small  dressing  rooms 
partitioned  off,  being  peculiarly  attractive.  The  great  fireplaces 
have  disappeared,  and  modern  simplicity  eschews  the  gorgeous 
attire  of  richly  tinted  satins  and  velvets  ablaze  with  gold  lace 
and  paste  diamonds  then  in  vogue;  but  no  one  can  visit  one  of 
these  old  mansions  in  a good  state  of  preservation,  permitted  by 
the  good  taste  of  its  occupants  to  retain  the  characteristics  of 
the  olden  time,  vdthout  observing  at  every  turn  some  peculi- 
arity, not  only  to  attract  attention  but  to  raise  a doubt  whether 
the  arts  of  life  as  they  advance  are  altogether  improvements. 

Sitting  a few  afternoons  since  in  its  delightful  drawing-room, 
with  the  amiable  hostess  of  the  mansion,  she  mentioned  sev- 
eral traditions  connected  with  the  house.  Among  others,  she 
described  the  incidents  of  a festal  occasion  a century  ago  in  that 
very  apartment,  related  to  her  by  a maiden  lady  long  since 
passed  aw^ay  at  an  advanced  age.  It  was  perhaps  rash  to  promise 
to  put  it  into  print,  but  promises  the  least  reasonable  should  be 
respected.  The  lady  said  that  the  occupants  of  this  aristocratic 
quarter  made  it  their  especial  pride  and  boast  that  they  had  no 
work  to  do,  and  entertained  little  respect  for  those  that  had. 
As  the  daughter  of  the  president  of  the  coUege,  however,  an 
exception  w^as  made  in  her  favor,  and  she  was  in  her  girlbood 
invited  to  a June  festhdty  at  Judge  Lee’s.  It  w^as  a strawberry 
party,  that  fruit  being  then  raised  on  these  places  in  great  pro- 
fusion and  of  rare  excellence.  The  company  assembled  early  in 
the  afternoon  in  costly  apparel,  and  their  manners  excessively 
polite  were  much  more  formal  and  ceremonious  than  anything 
we  know.  Eating  and  drinking  then  constituted  a principal  part 
of  social  entertainments,  and  there  w^as  a ceaseless  round  of 
waiters  loaded  wdth  jellies  and  creams  and  other  pleasant  con- 
trivances, with  wine  and  lemonade,  of  w^hich  it  w'as  considered 
good  breeding  liberally  to  partake.  Conversation  or  social  inter- 
change appeared  somew^hat  secondary  to  the  duty  of  refresh- 
ment, and  wRen  ample  justice  had  been  done  to  this  ambulatory 
repast,  as  dusk  deepened  into  night,  the  guests  took  their  leave. 
They  probably  had  gayer  times  in  those  good  old  days  of 
W'hich  Baroness  Riedesel  tells  us. 

The  estate  extended  to  Fresh  Pond,  and  also  it  Is  believed  to 
the  river,  and  consisting  of  good  soil  w'as  w^ell  cultivated  and 
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productive.  In  the  rear  of  the  mansion  were  clustered  every 
variety  of  subordinate  building  and  office  essential  to  an  exten- 
sive farm,  when  persons  of  means  killed  their  own  mutton,  made 
their  cider  and  beer,  and  wove  their  own  cloth.  These  buildings 
being  in  a decayed  condition  when  the  present  occupant 
entered  into  possession,  were  removed.  A century  ago  the 
house  stood  remote  from  any  other,  effidently  in  its  day,  as  it  is 
even  now,  a dwelling  of  unusual  elegance,  and  than  which  when 
erected  there  could  have  been  few  out  of  the  larger  towns  supe- 
rior in  the  province.  If  not  substantially  rebuilt  when  Judge  Lee 
purchased  it,  in  1758,  it  was  probably  altered  and  improved  by 
him.  JMuch  of  the  finish  dates  from  that  period.  He  bought  it 
of  Faith,  widow  of  Cornelius  Waldo,  to  whom  it  was  conveyed 
in  1733  by  Dr.  Henry  Hooper,  son  of  Richard,  also  a physician, 
settled  in  Watertown.  Of  the  family  who  for  more  than  a cen- 
tury were  proprietors  of  this  interesting  relic  of  the  past,  and 
many  of  whom  have  been  generous  contributors  to  the  college 
and  other  public  objects,  some  brief  account  may  not  be  out 
of  place. 

Thomas  Lee,  father  of  the  Judge,  died  in  1766,  at  the  age  of 
ninety-three,  ha\fing  in  his  long  and  useful  life  as  a builder  of 
ships  and  in  commerce  in  Boston  accumulated  a large  estate. 
His  name,  formerly  inscribed  over  one  of  its  hbrary  alcoves, 
indicated  that  he  had  been  a benefactor  of  the  college,  where  his 
sons  graduated,  Thomas  in  1722,  and  Joseph  in  1729.  Governor 
Phips,  whose  daughter  Joseph  married,  died  in  1757,  and  her 
inheritance  united  with  his  own  made  them  rich.  He  was  much 
esteemed  and  popular,  but  his  appointment  by  the  crown  in 
1774  to  the  council  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  the  provincial 
charter  created  some  prejudice  against  him,  and  with  his  neigh- 
bor Oliver  he  was  mobbed.  He  found  it  prudent  to  leave  Cam- 
bridge, and  went  first  to  Philadelphia  and  subsequently  to 
New  Jersey,  but  ha\dng  influential  friends  among  the  patriots, 
his  property  was  not  confiscated  and  he  soon  returned  and 
resumed  possession.  Having  no  children  he  built  a house  to  the 
left  of  his  own  for  his  nephew  Thomas,  to  whom  he  left  the 
Cambridge  estate,  and  whose  daughter,  Mrs.  Carpenter,  still 
owned  part  of  it  with  the  mansion  down  to  1860.  Another 
daughter  was  the  second  wife  of  Dr.  Waterhouse,  and  his  son 
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George  Gardner  Lee,  H.  C.  1792,  who  died  in  1816,  was  an 
officer  in  our  na\^.  The  widow  of  George,  daughter  of  Dr. 
Sa^^yer  of  Newburyport,  was  the  well-known  authoress  of  the 
Three  Experiments  of  Living  and  other  popular  works. 

Joseph,  the  other  nephew  of  the  Judge,  married  the  sister  of 
George  Cabot,  and  left  six  sons,  Joseph,  Nathaniel,  George, 
Thomas,  Henry  and  Francis,  besides  daughters,  one  the  first 
wife  of  Judge  Jackson,  and  two  never  married.  Henry,  an 
eminent  and  much  respected  merchant,  was  the  well-known 
writer  on  political  economy,  the  friend  and  correspondent  of 
Tooke,  Cobden  and  Ricardo,  McCullock  and  numerous  other 
English  statisticians.  Thomas,  who  married  the  sister  of  the 
saintly  Buckminister,  also  a distinguished  authoress,  was  a 
benefactor  of  Harvard.  He  adorned  our  Commonwealth  Ave- 
nue jMall  with  a fine  granite  statue  of  Alexander  Hamilton,  by 
Rimmer,  and  our  public  garden  with  a monument,  the  joint 
production  of  Ward  and  Van  Brunt,  representing  the  Good 
Samaritan,  in  commemoration  of  the  discover^^  of  anaesthetics. 
Its  object  was  to  preserve  the  credit  of  this  almost  unparalleled 
blessing  to  humanity,  to  the  city  of  many  notions,  where  it 
justly  belongs,  though  Edinburgh  lays  claim  for  the  late  Sir 
James  Simpson  to  the  application  later  of  chloroform  as  a sub- 
stitute for  ether. 
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TWO  HUNDRED  YEARS  AGO 

By  Sophia  Shuttleworth  Simpson 

Extracts  from  Mrs.  Simpson’s  book  were  read  by  Miss  Frances  Fowler 
at  the  meeting  of  the  Society  on  April  25,  1922.  The  whole  book  is 
reprinted  below,  with  Notes  (pages  69-96)  b}"  Thomas  Francis  O’Malley. 

PREFACE 

‘‘Truth,  in  a garment  of  the  past,  is  my  choice  and  simple  theme.” 

As  Cambridgeport  was  the  adopted  home  of  my  parents,  as 
well  as  that  of  my  early  childhood,  I have  from  time  to  time 
treasured  up  httle  incidents,  which,  with  a trembhng  hand,  I 
have  here  gathered  together,  humbly  trusting  that  the  numer- 
ous errors  vdll  be  glanced  over  with  a lenient  eye.  My  readers 
will  perceive  that  my  object  is  not  only  to  contrast  the  past  with. 
the  present,  by  entering  into  the  minutiae  of  personal  detail, 
but  also  that  my  young  friends  may  fully  reahze  and  truly  appre- 
ciate the  many  advantages  which  it  is  their  prmlege  to  enjo}% 
and  the  debt  of  gratitude  which  they  owe  their  parents  and 
teachers,  and  to  remind  them  that  time  is  ever  on  the  wing, — 
one  moment  now  lost,  is  lost  forever. 

“Throw  years  away?  Throw  empires. 

And  be  blameless;  moments  seize.” 

That  their  pathway  through  life  may  be  smooth  and  pleasant, 
is  the  sincere  prayer  of  their  devoted  friend, 

s.  s.  s. 

HISTORY 

In  the  year  1660,  on  the  30th  of  September,  James  Phipps 
left  Bristol,  England,  and  in  due  time  arrived  at  Pemaquid, 
with  his  wiie  and  twenty-six  children  — twenty-one  sons  and 
five  daughters,  of  which  goodly  number.  Sir  William  Phipps 
was  one.  We  hear  very  httle  relating  to  Mr.  James  Phipps; 
probably  his  time  was  occupied  in  looking  after  his  little  family . 
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If  Sir  William  was  a fair  specimen  he  must  have  had  enough 
to  do. 

Sir  Wilham  is  represented  as  being  very  robust,  and  possessed 
of  great  physical  strength,  which,  it  would  seem,  he  was  rather 
inchned  to  try,  for  want  of  any  other  argument.  He  was  born 
on  the  2nd  of  February  1650.^  He  was  a ship  carpenter  by 
trade  but  afterwards  followed  the  seas,  and  soon  became  com- 
mander. He  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Captain  Roger  Spencer, 
and  widow  of  John  Hull,  a distinguished  merchant  of  Boston. 
Having  no  children,  he  adopted  Spencer  Bennett,^  son  of  his 
wife’s  sister,  who  took  the  name  of  Spencer  Phipps. 

In  1687,  he  discovered  among  the  rocks  near  the  Bahama 
Banks,  on  the  north  side  of  Hispaniola,  a Spanish  ship,  which 
had  been  under  water  forty-four  years;  out  of  which  he  took 
gold  and  silver,  to  the  value  of  300,000  pounds  sterhng,  and 
with  a rare  fidelity,  brought  it  all  to  the  government,  by  whom 
it  was  honorably  returned  to  him;  whereupon,  he  divided  it 
between  himself  and  the  rest  of  his  adventurers.  For  this  serv- 
ice he  was  knighted  by  His  Majesty  James  II.  In  1694,  William 
and  Mary  appointed  him  Governor  of  the  colony. ^ Not\\dth- 
standing  Sir  William  loved  his  country,  it  was  an  unfortunate 
day  for  New  England.  He  was  of  a dull  intellect,  perfectly 
headstrong,  and  with  a reason  so  feeble  that  in  politics,  he  knew 
nothing  of  general  principles,  and  in  religion  was  the  victim  of 
superstition.  Accustomed  from  early  life  to  the  axe  and  the  oar, 
he  had  gained  distinction  only  by  his  wealth.  The  delusion  of 
witchcraft  was  just  beginning  to  be  noticed,  and,  goaded  on  by 
Cotton  Mather  and  William  Stoughton,  men  of  cold  affections, 
proud,  self-vdlled,  and  covetous  of  distinction,  he  gave  full  scope 
to  his  diabohcal  and  terrible  vengeance.  Men,  women  and 
children  became  \4ctims, — were  made  to  confess  things  they 
knew  nothing  about,  or  suffer  death.  Persons  were  now  being 
suspected  in  the  higher  walks  of  life,  which  had  a tendency  to 
make  those  judges  pause  and  tremble.  Soon,  Sir  William  saw 
his  lady  accused  and  thrown  into  prison;  and  then  he  began  to 
think  it  was  time  to  stop  the  proceedings.  It  appears  that  New 
England  was  more  indebted  to  the  accusers,  than  to  Sir  William. 
Mrs.  Phipps  by  bribing  the  jailer  (Mr.  Arnold),  managed  to 
send  a letter  to  Queen  IMary,  representing  herself  as  a namesake 
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of  hers,  and  a lady  of  rank,  who  was  unjustly  accused  of  witch- 
craft, and  thrown  into  prison.  Queen  Mary  being  applied  to  in 
her  husband’s  absence,  took  the  responsibility  to  sign  a dis- 
charge, which  the  jailer  obeyed,  and  for  doing  which,  he  was 
severely  reprimanded  and  removed  from  his  post.^  But  Sir 
William  was  suddenly  recalled  to  England  for  brutally  assault- 
ing Mr.  Brenton,  the  collector  of  the  Port  of  Boston,  and  severely 
caning  Captain  Short,  whom  he  met  in  the  street,  for  perform- 
ing their  duty.-  On  his  arrival,  suit  was  brought  against  him, 
and  damages  were  laid  at  £20,000  ; the  mortification  consequent 
upon  which,  brought  on,  or  aggravated,  the  disease  of  which  he 
died,  at  the  age  of  forty-five. 

William  Stoughton^  ha\dng  acted  as  judge  in  cases  of  witch- 
craft, began  now  to  look  at  the  iniquity  of  the  thing  rather  than 
the  object  to  be  attained,  and  repented  of  the  evil  he  had  done, 
in  sacrificing  so  many  innocent  persons;  and,  it  is  said,  gave  to 
Harvard  College  the  building  known  as  Stoughton  Hall,  to 
atone  for  his  bigotry.  But  Cotton  jMather  said,  he  gloried  in 
such  executions,, and  thanked  God  for  giving  him  strength  to 
perform  his  duty.  Gentlemen  and  ladies  of  the  first  respec- 
tability were  taken  from  their  families,  severely  whipped,  or 
cruelly  tortured  by  having  pieces  of  slit  wood  placed  upon  their 
tongues  to  make  them  confess  something  they  never  thought  of. 
One  lady  seeing  a friend  arrested,  accidentally  said,  “There  is 
one  of  our  party,”  she  was  immediately  taken  and  executed. 
This  only  shows  how  far  delusion  can  blind  the  higher  faculties, 
stupefy  the. judgment,  and  dupe  conscience  itself. 

Spencer  Phipps  graduated  at  Harvard  University  1703.  Mrs. 
Phipps  died  1704,  lea\dng  to  her  adopted  child  Spencer,  her  vast 
estates,  a part  of  which  was  that  point  of  land  consisting  of 
three  hundred  and  twent}^-five  acres,  now  called  East  Cam- 
bridge. He  shortly  after  entered  the  army  with  the  rank  of 
colonel.  Under  the  administration  of  William  Shirley,  he 
received  the  appointment  of  Lieutenant  Governor  in  1741. 

In  1750,  Gov.  Phipps  built  a splendid  mansion  on  what  is  now 
called  Otis  Street,^  East  Cambridge,  and  as  was  customary  in 
those  days  had  a house  warming;  and  there  being  a husking 
frolic  at  the  same  time,  by  some  carelessness  the  house  took  fire, 
and  every  thing,  with  the  exception  of  the  farm  and  carriage 
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houses  was  destroyed.  In  1756,  Gov.  Shirley  received  a dis- 
patch from  ]\Ir.  Fox,  Secretary  of  State,  requesting  his  return 
to  England,  and  Gov.  Phipps  received  his  commission  as  Com- 
mander-in-chief of  all  His  ^lajesty’s  forces  in  North  America. 
In  1755  and  1756,  a military  council  was  held  in  several  colonies, 
and  on  the  23d  of  January,  1757,  it  was  proposed  one  should  be 
held  in  Boston.  The  le\des  called  for  from  New  England 
amounted  to  four  thousand  men;  and  of  these,  Massachusetts 
was  to  raise  eighteen  hundred,  all  of  whom  were  to  be  mustered 
before  the  last  day  of  March. 

Gov.  Phipps  died  from  over  exertion  April  4th,  1757,  at  the 
age  of  seventy- three,  lea\dng  five  children: — Col.  David  Phipps, 
Mrs.  Judge  Lechmere,  Mrs.  Judge  Joseph  Lee,^  Mrs.  John 
Vassal,  and  Mrs.  Andrew  Boardman.-  Col.  David  Phipps^  grad- 
uated at  Harvard  College  in  1741,  was  Colonel  of  a troop  of 
guards  in  Boston,  in  1773,  an  addresser  of  Gov.  Hutchinson  in 
1774,  of  Gage  in  1775,  and  high  sheriff  of  IMiddlesex  county. 
He  was  warden  of  Christ  Church  in  1762,  1766,  1774.  His  resi- 
dence was  on  the  site  of  the  YvTnthrop  House,  between  Arrow 
and  Mt.  Auburn  Streets.  He  was  proscribed,  and  his  estates 
confiscated  in  1778.  He  died  in  England,  July  7th,  1811,  aged 
eighty-seven. 

Mary  Phipps  married  Judge  Richard  Lechmere,^  who  built 
and  occupied  the  house  on  the  corner  of  Brattle  and  Sparks 
Street,  now  occupied  by  John  Brewster  Esq.  Richard  Lechmere 
was  warden  of  Christ  Church  in  1764  and  1765.  In  1769,  a suit 
was  commenced  against  Judge  Lechmere  by  Jonathan  Sewall, 
Attorney-General  of  ^Massachusetts,  in  favor  of  a negro  demand- 
ing his  freedom.^  The  suit  terminated  in  favor  of  the  negro. 
This  is  said  to  be  the  first  case  in  which  the  grand  question  was 
settled  abohshing  slavery  in  that  state. 

Rebecca  married  Judge  Joseph  Lee.  His  lukewarmness  in  the 
^loyalist  principles  prevented  him  becoming  an  object  of  pubhc 
notice.  He  was  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  Middle- 
sex County,  and  occupied  the  house  on  the  north  side  of  Brattle 
Street,  nearly  opposite  Lowell  Street,  now  belonging  to  Mrs. 
D.  Carpenter,  his  grand-niece.  He  was  one  of  the  original  sub- 
scribers for  building  Christ  Church  in  Cambridge,  1759,  and 
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warden  in  1773.  He  died  at  his  residence,  in  December,  1802,  at 
the  advanced  age  of  ninety-three  years. 

Elizabeth  married  Col.  John  Vassal,^  '^’ho  built  two  large 
houses;-  one  of  them  he  occupied, — which  has  since  been  dis- 
tinguished as  W'ashington's  head-quarters,  — the  other  situated 
on  the  corner  of  Brattle  and  Ash  Streets,  he  gave  to  his  brother 
Henr>q  it  is  now  the  residence  of  Samuel  Batchelder  Esq.  He 
died  November  27th,  1747.  In  the  churchyard  in  Cambridge 
may  be  seen  a freestone  tablet  supported  by  five  piUars,  upon 
which,  with  the  name  of  Col.  John  Vassal,  are  sculptured  the 
words,  Vas-Sol,  and  the  emblems,  a goblet  and  sun.-^ 

Sarah  married  Andrew  Boardman  Esq.,  a wealthy  and  highly 
distinguished  resident,  who  died  Alay  30th,  1747,  aged  seventy- 
six  years.  These  gentlemen  were  all  magnates  of  Cambridge. 
In  1760,  the  point  of  land  owned  by  Hon.  Spencer  Phipps,  now 
East  Cambridge,  was  surveyed  by  Caleb  Brooks,-^  and  chadded, 
with  other  property,  equally  between  the  Phipps  heirs.  Airs. 
Andrew  Boardman  receiving,  for  her  portion,  one  hundred  acres 
of  the  Phipps  estate,  including  the  farm  and  carriage  houses; 
also  that  part  called  the  dike,  and  a portion  of  what  is  now 
called  Cambridgeport.  The  carriage-house  was  removed  to 
Cambridgeport,  and  remodelled  into  a comfortable  dwelling, 
and  occupied  by  Airs.  Boardman,  where  she  remained  until  her 
death.  Airs.  Boardman  was  married  in  1731,  and  died  1793, 
aged  eighty-nine  years,  lea\nng  her  son  Andrew,  an  only  child, 
all  her  property. 

The  Phipps  or  Cove  Farm®  was,  in  1696,  ovmed  by  Atherton 
Haugh,  and  called  “The  Haugh  Farm.^’  On  Februarv^  28th, 
1699,  in  the  twehth  year  of  the  reign  of  William  III.,  this  farm, 
containing  three  hundred  acres,  was  sold  to  John  Langdon,  for 
£l,I40  current  money  of  New  England.  In  1760,  this  farm  of 
three  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres  was  valued  at  £2,950. 
This  point  of  land  took  the  name  of  Lechmere  Point,  in  honor 
of  Judge  Lochmere,  son-in-law  of  the  Hon.  Spencer  Phipps. 
About  1806,  it  was  purchased  by  Andrew  Craigie  for  81,500, 
and  took  the  name  of  Craigie’s  Point. 

The  distinguished  mansion  of  Col.  John  Vassal,  situated  on 
Alount  Auburn  Street,  was  built  in  the  early  part  of  the  last 
century.  After  the  death  of  Col.  John  Vassal,  in  1747,  it  was 
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occupied  by  his  son  Major  John  Vassal,  who  graduated  at  Har- 
vard College,  in  1757.  He  hved  in  princely  st3de,  and,  taking  a 
very  active  part  with  the  Loyalists,  he  was  proscribed.  Having 
vast  estates  at  Jamaica,  he  resigned  all  to  the  ravagers,  and  left 
with  his  family  for  England.  He  died  at  Clifton,  England, 
October  2d,  1797,  aged  sixty  years.  This  quaint  and  stately 
mansion  stands  a little  distance  from  the  street,  in  the  midst  of 
shrubbery  and  stately  elms,  now  patriarchal  in  appearance, 
which,  vdth  the  flowers,  beautify  the  grounds.  Within,  no 
maUet  or  trowel  has  been  permitted  to  mar  the  work  of  this 
ancient  building,  or  ^To  cover  with  the  rude  stucco  of  modern 
art  the  carved  cornices  and  panelled  wainscot  that  first  enriched 
it.’^  At  the  commencement  of  the  Revolution,  it  was  occupied 
by  the  Hon.  Jonathan  Sewall.^  It  became  the  head-quarters  of 
Gen.  Washington,  on  his  arrival,  July  2d,  1775,  who,  with  his 
aids-de-camp,  remained  there  until  the  evacuation  of  Boston. 
For  want  of  suitable  barracks,  Christ  Church,  in  Cambridge, 
the  colleges,  and  many  private  houses,  were  occupied  by  the 
troops;  the  barracks  for  the  winter  not  being  completed  until 
December.  Mrs.  Washington  arrived  in  Cambridge  on  Monday, 
December  11th.  At  her  request,  divine  service  was  performed 
at  Christ  Church,  and  the  following  prayer  was  offered : — 

Lord,  our  Heavenly  Father,  high  and  mighty  King  of 
kings  and  Lord  of  lords,  who  hast  made  of  one  blood  all  the 
nations  upon  earth,  and  whose  common  bounty  is  hberally 
bestowed  upon  thy  unworthy  creatures,  most  heartily  we 
beseech  thee  to  look  down  with  mercy  upon  His  Majesty  George 
the  Third.  Open  his  eyes  and  enlighten  his  understanding,  that 
he  may  pursue  the  true  interests  of  the  people  over  whom  thou, 
in  thy  providence,  hast  placed  him.  Remove  far  from  him  all 
wicked,  corrupt  men  and  evil  counsellors,  that  his  throne  may 
be  established  in  justice  and  righteousness;  and  so  replenish 
him  with  the  grace  of  thy  Holy  Spirit,  that  he  may  incline  to 
thy  will,  and  w^alk  in  thy  w^ay. 

^^Have  pity,  O most  merciful  Father,  upon  the  distresses  of 
the  inhabitants  of  this  western  world.  To  that  end  we  humbly 
pray  thee  to  bless  the  Continental  Congress.  Preside  over  their 
councils ; and  may  they  be  led  to  such  measures  as  may  tend  to 
thy  glory,  to  the  advancement  of  true  religion,  and  to  the  hap- 
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piness  and  prosperity  of  thy  people.  We  also  pray  thee  to  bless 
our  provincial  assembhes,  magistrates,  and  all  in  subordinate 
places  of  power  and  trust.  Be  with  thy  servant  the  Commander- 
in-chief  of  the  American  forces.  Afford  him  thy  presence  in  all 
his  undertakings;  strengthen  him  that  he  may  vanquish  and 
overcome  all  his  enemies ; and  grant  that  we  may  in  due  time  be 
restored  to  the  enjoyment  of  those  inestimable  blessings  we 
have  been  deprived  of  by  the  de\dces  of  cruel  and  bloodthirsty 
men,  for  the  sake  of  thy  Son,  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  Amen.” 

Andrew  Craigie  was  appointed  Apothecary-General  of  the 
northern  army,  and  quartered  under  the  same  roof  with  Gen. 
Washington.  He  was  of  Scotch  descent,  and  inherited  some 
little  property  from  his  father.  He  amassed  quite  a fortime  in 
that  office.  The  next  occupant  was  Thomas  Tracy,  who  hved  in 
magnificent  style,  and  such  as  oriental  imagination  might  fancy. 
Tradition  remains  silent  until  1792,  when  Andrew  Craigie,  hav- 
ing accumulated  a princely  fortune,  purchased  this  estate  of 
two  hundred  acres.  His  house  was  open  for  strangers  of  dis- 
tinction. On  one  occasion,  at  his  weekl}^  dinner-party,  peruked 
and  powdered,  Talle3nand  appeared  among  the  guests.  In 
1793,  he  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Bezahel 
Shaw,  of  Nantucket,  a graduate  of  Harvard  College  in  1762. 
Mr.  Craigie  was  warden  of  Christ  Church  from  1796  to  1799. 

The  melancholy  intelhgence  of  the  decease  of  Gen.  Washing- 
ton was  received  in  Cambridge  at  two  o^clock,  a.m.  Mr. 
Craigie  arose  and  dressed;  and  calhng  his  faithful  attendant, 
said,  ^^The  Father  of  our  country  is  no  more!  I wish  you  to 
prepare  for  Boston  as  soon  as  it  is  fight,  and  order  three  pieces 
of  black  broadcloth,  that  we  may  drape  the  church  as  a token 
of  our  profound  and  heart-felt  sorrow.”  Mr.  Craigie  died  1819, 
aged  about  seventy  years.  His  remains  were  deposited  in  the 
Vassal  tomb. 

Mrs.  Craigie  was  born  at  Nantucket,  January  12th,  1772. 

“She  was  a noble  specimen  of  a woman, — such  as  is  seldom  seen, 
and  can  never  be  forgotten.  Nature  had  not  only  endowed  her 
with  matchless  beauty,  and  one  of  the  kindest  of  hearts,  but 
also  with  remarkable  mental  powers.  Her  conversation  was 
various,  discursive,  and  highly  entertaining,  but  always  marked 
by  wisdom  and  goodness.  To  these  natural  gifts  she  added  a 
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noble  and  expressive  countenance,  and  manners  blended  with 
courtesy,  refinement,  and  grace.  Her  musical  talents  were  suffi- 
cient to  call  forth  the  admiration  and  praise  of  all.  She  lived 
for  seventy  years;  and  she  lived  them  all.  To  the  very  last  she 
had  full  possession  of  every  faculty,  and  retained  the  same 
equanimity  and  intelligence,  the  same  vivid  interest  in  what 
was  passing  around  her,  the  same  appreciation  of  God’s  good- 
ness, that  had  distinguished  her  more  \dgorous  years.  It  has 
been  said  by  a beautiful  German  writer,  that  contemplative, 
meditative,  and  evective  life,  is  the  most  exalted  state  of  exist- 
ence; that  it  is  only  in  old  age  it  can  be  fully  enjoyed;  as  at  an 
earlier  period,  it  is  constantly  coming  into  collision  with  our 
necessities,  and  active  duties.”  Mrs.  Graigie  was  a striking 
example  of  the  correctness  of  this  remark.  If  it  be  true  that  it 
sometimes  requires  a hundred  years  for  the  oak  to  come  to  per- 
fection, it  may  also  seem  sometimes  to  require  a period  of  nearly 
the  same  length  to  produce  such  a woman  as  ]\Iadam  Graigie. 
Her  surviving  friends  may  think  that  such  varied  excellences 
of  character  require  no  monument  of  brass  or  marble ; but  when 
those  who  knew  her  in  life  shall  recognize  her  resting  place  in 
Mt.  Auburn,  they  may  possibly  be  reminded  of  one  of  the 
apothegms  of  Lord  Bacon,  who  relates  that,  ‘^when  Cato  the 
elder,  at  a time  when  many  Romans  had  statues  erected  in  their 
honor,  was  asked  by  one,  in  wonder,  why  he  had  none?  He 
answered  that,  he  had  much  rather  men  should  ask  and  wonder, 
why  he  had  no  statue,  than  why  he  had  one.”  This  highly 
gifted  lady  passed  away  May  5th,  1841.  jMadam  Graigie  was 
cousin  of  the  Hon.  Lemuel  Shaw,  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court  of  Massachusetts,  to  whom  I am  indebted  for 
much  valuable  information. 

In  1843,  the  two  hundred  acres  of  Andrew  Graigie  was 
reduced  to  eight,  when  this  ancient  and  hallowed  mansion  was 
purchased  by  Henry  Wadsworth  Longfellow,  so  distinguished 
in  the  literary  world  as  the  most  gifted  poet  of  the  age.  A little 
above  this  ancient  dwelling  is  the  house  in  w^hich  the  Bruns- 
wick General,  the  Baron  Riedsel  and  his  family  resided  during 
the  stay  of  the  captured  army  of  General  Burgo\me,  in  the 
vicinity  of  Boston,  1777.  On  the  north  side  of  the  house  upon  a 
window  pane,  may  be  seen  the  undoubted  autograph  of  the 
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accomplished  Baroness  Riedsel.  On  the  westerly  corner  of  the 
common  upon  Washington  Street  stands  the  Washington  Elm, 
beneath  whose  broad  shadow^s  Gen.  Washington  first  drew  his 
sw^ord  as  Commander-in-chief  of  the  continental  army,  on  the 
morning  of  July  3d,  1775.^ 

When  we  re\fiew  the  early  settlement  of  Cambridgeport,  we 
cannot  but  express  our  astonishment  at  the  enterprising  spirit 
manifested  by  the  settlers,  as  well  as  their  industry  and  per- 
severance. The  lands  in  the  easterly  part  of  Cambridge  vrere 
chiefly  valued  for  the  abundance  of  hay  and  forage  which  the 
salt  marshes  furnished.  These  marshes  extended  far  out  from 
the  banks  of  the  river.  The  situation  was  very  uninviting.  The 
gi’ounds  lay  low,  and  it  was  a sort  of  insolated  tract,  detached 
from  every  other.  There  were  no  roads ; access  could  be  obtained 
to  Boston,  only  by  boats,  or  by  the  circuitous  route  of  Roxbury 
or  Charlestown.  In  the  course  of  the  year,  very  few  persons 
passed  down  into  the  neck,  or  isthmus,  as  it  was  called,  unless 
for  farming  purposes,  or  fishing  and  fowling. 

Below  Lee  Street,  there  were  but  three  dwelling  houses,  the 
Inman,  Soden,  and  Phipps  farms.  The  Inman  estate  situated 
on  Lee  Street  was  built  by  Ralph  Inman  Esq.^  an  English  gentle- 
man, and  one  of  the  original  subscribers  for  the  building  of 
Christ  Church,  Cambridge,  April  25th,  1757.  He  was  appointed 
treasurer  of  the  building  committee.  Refusing  to  join  the  pro- 
vincials, his  elegant  mansion  was  confiscated,  and  he  retired  to 
the  interior  of  the  country.  After  the  war  he  returned  and 
recovered  his  property.  This  elegant  mansion  was  occupied  in 
1775  by  Gen.  Putnam^  and  his  officers.  The  barracks  were 
erected  on  each  side  of  what  is  now  called  Austin  Street.  On  the 
eve  of  the  16th  of  June,  Gen.  Putnam  took  up  his  line  of  march 
with  five  hundred  men,  leaving  the  same  number  to  protect  the 
town,  and  passed  silently  and  unobserved  over  Charlestown 
neck  to  Breed's  Hill,  it  being  the  eve  of  the  great  battle  of 
Bunker  Hill. 

This  farm  included  about  one  third  of  Cambridgeport.  A 
short  distance  above  where  Mr.  Ware's  Church  now  stands,  was 
a large  pond,  with  a handsome  boat  in  it.  As  late  as  1820,  the 
boys  assembled  there  for  the  purpose  of  skating,  and  it  was 
called  by  them  ‘‘The  Frog  Pond."  In  1802,  Mr.  Stedman  the 
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appraiser,  offered  all,  or  a part  of,  the  land  at  the  rate  of  SIO 
per  acre.  Mr.  Josiah  JMason  offered  85,000,  but  the  appraisal 
was  85,500.  Taking  a canoe  he  started  for  his  residence  on 
Governor’s  Island,  to  get  the  amount,  but  was  anticipated  a few 
hours,  by  Leonard  Jar\ds,^  United  States  Paymaster,  who  pur- 
chased, occupied,  and  improved  the  land,  and  planted  an 
orchard  of  about  twenty-four  acres.  Being  unable  to  fulfil  his 
contracts,  he  was  obliged  to  give  up  his  property  ; a part  went  to 
satisfy  the  claims  of  Government,  and  the  remainder,  consisting 
of  sixty  acres,  with  its  elegant  mansion,  was  purchased  by  Ben- 
jamin Loring  Austin,  for  810,000,  who  made  the  street  now 
called  Austin  Street,  sold  the  land  on  each  side,  and  occupied 
the  house  from  1804  to  1817.  In  1818,  it  was  sold  to  Mr.  Ben- 
jamin Bigelow,  for  811,000.  At  his  decease  in  1849,  this  princely 
estate  was  sold  to  Mr.  Samuel  AUen  for  855,000,  and  is  now 
[1858,]  occupied  by  ]\Irs.  Lewis  Colby,  late  Mrs.  Allen. 

The  ^‘Soden  Farm”  included  a large  portion  of  the  southerly 
part  of  Cambridgeport,  and  was  situated  on  what  is  now  the 
jimction  of  River  and  Pleasant  Streets.  It  was  owned  and 
occupied  by  Thomas  Soden,  as  early  as  1720.  There  was  a large 
barn  near  the  house,  and  also  another  barn  and  a cow^-yard  on 
the  corner  of  IMain  and  Pleasant  Streets,  where  IMrs.  Franklin 
Sawyer’s  house  now’  stands.  It  was  then  called  Bridlew^ay;  it 
extended  through  Pleasant  Street  to  the  banks  of  the  river,  and 
as  far  as  what  is  now  called  Fort  Washington.  Through  this 
path,  milk  was  carried  to  Boston  by  the  w’ay  of  the  ferry.  One 
of  the  sons  w’as  drowmed  by  the  breaking  up  of  the  ice,  w’hile 
thus  engaged. 

Mr.  Thomas  Soden  w’as  bom  in  England,  Febmary  23d,  1699. 
Mrs.  Thomas  Soden  died  February"  19th,  1761,  aged  sixty-six 
years.  Mr.  Thomas  Soden  died  February  23d,  1770,  aged 
seventy-one  years.  He  had  several  children:  one  of  them, 
Samuel,  lived  in  Watertowui,  on  the  place  now  owmed  and 
occupied  by  ^Messrs.  Davenport  and  Bridges.  His  daughter 
Hannah  w’as  born  in  1729,  and  married  Seth  Hastings  in  1749. 
Mr.  Hastings  built  and  occupied  the  house  on  the  corner  of 
Fresh  Pond  Lane,  now  the  residence  of  Hon.  John  C.  Gray.  He 
was  of  the  firm  of  Hastings,  Etheridge  & Bliss.  He  w’as  highly 
respected  for  his  gentlemanly  deportment,  affabihty,  benevo- 
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lence,  and  hospitality.  He  died  October  15th,  1775,  aged  fifty- 
four.  jMrs.  Hastings  afterwards  married  William  Howe,  who 
died  April  9th,  1791,  aged  seventy-two.  WTien  Lieut. -Gov. 
Oliver  was  proscribed  as  a refugee  in  1778,  a set  of  pictures  was 
presented  to  ]\Irs.  Howe,  which  are  now  in  the  possession  of  one 
of  the  family. 

Thomas  Oliver,  the  last  colonial  Lieut.-Gov.  of  Massachu- 
setts, was  born  at  Dorchester,  and  graduated  at  Harvard  Col- 
lege in  1753.  In  1774  he  was  made  Lieutenant-Governor,  as 
well  as  mandamus  counsellor.  He  married  a daughter  of  Col. 
John  Vassal,  and  granddaughter  of  Gov.  Spencer  Phipps,  and 
built  and  occupied  the  elegant  mansion,  long  since  the  residence 
of  Gov.  Gerry,  and  now  the  dwelling  of  the  devout  and  vener- 
able Rev.  Dr.  Charles  Lowell.  Gov.  Oliver  was  a man  of  letters, 
and  a model  of  affability  and  courtesy.  He  died  at  Bristol,  Eng- 
land, November  29th,  1815,  aged  eighty-two  years.  Mrs.  How^e 
died  August  28th,  1817,  aged  eighty-eight  years.  Her  son,  Seth 
Hastings,  was  born  April  5th,  1760  — graduated  at  Harvard, 
settled  at  Alendon,  Mass.,  and  was  chosen  member  of  Congress. 
He  was  the  father  of  William  Soden  Hastings,  a graduate  of 
Harvard  College,  and  a member  of  Congress.  He  died  in  1842. 

In  1800,  this  farm,  consisting  of  seventy- three  acres,  was  pur- 
chased by  Judge  Dana  for  8375.^  Mrs.  Robert  Murdock,  grand- 
daughter of  jMrs.  Howe,  has  a set  of  blue  and  white  cups  and 
saucers,  which  are  very  small,  and  are  preserved  as  a relic,  hav- 
ing belonged  to  iMiss  Hannah  Soden,  previous  to  her  marriage 
with  Mr.  Hastings;  also  her  wedding  shoes,  of  light  blue  cloth, 
embroidered,  with  high  heels  tapering  to  a point;  they  have 
straps  on  each  side,  which  are  confined  by  a paste  buckle. 

In  1784,  Judge  Dana,  of  Cambridge,  Thomas  Dennie,  Wil- 
ham  Phipps,  Joseph  Cooledge,  and  Mungo  Mackay,  of  Boston, 
petitioned  the  General  Court  for  a grant  to  build  a bridge  across 
Charles  River.  But  they  were  strongly  opposed,  as  several  mem- 
bers of  the  legislature  were  interested  in  the  Charlestown 
Bridge.  It  was  not  until  1790  that  their  charter  was  granted.^ 
They  commenced  and  drove  down  about  one  hundred  piers, 
and  seeing  a vast  amount  of  labor  before  them,  they  abandoned 
their  purpose.  One  or  two  members  of  the  legislature  called  to 
ask  why  they  did  not  proceed,  and  were  told  that  their  charter, 
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being  only  thirty  years,  would  not  indemnify  them,  as  it  would 
be  impossible  for  them  ever  to  realize  the  amount  which  it  must 
cost.  The  House  of  Representatives  then  extended  the  charter 
forty  years,  making  it  seventy  years,  wRich  extension  the  com- 
pany accepted.  It  was  opened  for  travellers  on  Thanksgiving 
Day,  November  28,  1793,  and  called  “West  Boston  Bridge.’’ 
This  bridge  was  supported  by  180  piers;  length,  3,483  feet; 
breadth,  40  feet;  bridge  over  the  gore,  14  piers,  275  feet;  abut- 
ments, Boston  side,  87  1-2  feet.  The  wood  work  of  the  bridge 
was  begun  April  8th,  1792.^  From  July  15th  to  December  25th, 
thirty-six  men  only  were  employed.  From  April  8th,  1793,  to 
November  23d,  from  forty  to  two  hundred  and  fifty  men  were 
employed.  It  was  only  seven  months  and  a half  from  the  laying 
of  the  first  pier,  to  the  completion  of  the  bridge  and  causeway. 
Cost,  $76,700;  and  for  elegance  of  workmanship,  and  the  magni- 
tude of  the  undertaking,  unequalled  in  the  history  of  enter- 
prises. 

The  causeway  in  connection  with  the  bridge,  was  begun  July 
15th,  1792,  and  suspended  after  the  26th  of  December,  till 
March  20th,  1793,  when  the  work  was  resumed.  Length  of  the 
causeway,  3,344  feet  ; cost,  about  $39,000.  It  extended  as  far  as 
the  Universalist  church,  the  foundation  of  which  was  laid  vdth 
stone  taken  from  Airs.  Pierpoint’s  ledge,  in  Roxbury.  The  tide- 
waters at  that  time  flowed  as  far  as  Pearl  Street. 

The  December  following,  a large  store  was  erected  near  the 
bridge,  on  the  causeway,  by  Robert  Vose,  who  opened  the  same 
for  the  sale  of  West  India  goods,  and  American  produce.  It  was 
the  first  framed  building  set  up  between  Boston  and  Old  Cam- 
bridge after  the  opening  of  the  great  road.  This  store  was  con- 
stantly and  successfully  occupied,  until  destroyed  by  fire  in 
1853. 

In  the  follovdng  year  [1794]  Mr.  Vose  also  built  the  three- 
^story  wooden  house  situated  on  the  left  side  of  the  causeway, 
about  half  way  up,  and  made  it  his  permanent  residence.  He 
married  Aliss  R.  K.  Ritchie,  a wealthy  and  highly  gifted  lady, 
by  whom  he  had  three  daughters  and  one  son,  in  whom  all  the 
noble  and  amiable  qualities  of  the  parents  were  truly  reflected. 
Mr.  Vose  was  a gentleman  of  intelligence,  refinement,  and 
wealth;  his  fidelity  and  zeal  in  promoting  the  welfare  of  others, 
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added  fresh  laurels  to  his  enviable  reputation.  In  1806,  he  was 
seized  with  a violent  hiccoughing,  which  baffled  all  human  skill. 
His  death  cast  a gloom  over  the  tovvm.  He  died  intestate.  Mrs. 
Vose  shortly  after  married  Royal  Makepeace. 

In  1795  a large  house  designed  for  a tavern,  was  built  by 
Leonard  Jar\ds,  Esq.,  and  the  following  year,  six  other  houses 
and  stores.  Mr.  Andrew  Boardman  married  Miss  Abigail, 
daughter  of  Mr.  Bartholomew  Richardson,  of  Woburn,  in  1798, 
and  removed  to  the  Phipps  Farm,  left  him  by  his  mother.  In 
1800,  there  were  twelve  families.  Mrs.  Boardman,  having  ascer- 
tained that  many  of  those  families  had  children,  wrote  to  Miss 
Mary  Merriam,  who  resided  in  Lincoln,  saying  she  thought 
there  might  be  found  about  twelve  scholars,  and  if  she  would 
come  and  take  charge  of  them,  she  would  give  her  a room  and 
her  board.  Miss  Alerriam  accepted  the  offer,  and  opened  the 
first  school  in  this  new  section,  commencing  with  twelve  pupils, 
at  twelve  and  one  half  cents  per  week,  and  an  extra  charge  of  two 
dollars  for  fuel  during  the  season.  One  of  those  pupils  is  now 
living. 

Dr.  Holmes,  pastor  of  the  only  church  in  Cambridge,  visiting 
the  school  shortly  after,  expressed  much  surprise  at  seeing  so 
many  children,  in  a place  so  thinly  inhabited.  Miss  Merriam 
gave  perfect  satisfaction,  teaching  all  the  useful,  as  well  as 
ornamental,  branches. 

In  1802,  Mr.  Boardman^  presented  to  the  town  a piece  of  land 
on  the  corner  of  School  and  Windsor  Streets,  for  the  purpose  of 
a site  for  a schoolhouse,  which  cost  8600;  8300  of  which  was 
paid  by  the  town,  and  the  remainder  by  the  inhabitants. 

During  this  year  the  Inman  Farm  (Gen.  Putnam’s  head- 
quarters, at  the  time  of  the  great  battle  of  Bunker  Hill)  was  sold 
to  numerous  purchasers,  and  from  this  time  commenced  a rapid 
settlement.  Several  large  stores  and  dwelling-houses  were 
erected,  and  occupied  by  young  men  from  various  parts  of  the 
country",  who  came  to  establish  themselves.  The  situation  was 
found  to  be  favorable  to  mechanical  employments,  and  espe- 
cially to  trade  with  the  interior.  But  to  render  it  healthful  and 
convenient,  or  even  habitable,  it  was  necessary  to  exclude  the 
tide-waters,  which  occasionally  overflowed  the  whole  extent  of 
the  low  grounds.  One  of  the  first  objects  of  the  settlers  was  to 
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make  ditches,  canals,  and  dikes,  to  drain  off  the  waters,  and  to 
prevent  future  inundations.  Aluch  was  done,  but  still  the 
inhabitants  were  subjected  to  great  inconvenience.  Within  the 
settled  part  of  this  extensive  tract,  the  waters  did  not  become 
stagnant,  and  the  air  was  found  to  be  pure  and  pleasant.  The 
exclusion  of  the  waters  contributed  not  only  to  the  improvement 
of  the  air,  but  of  the  soil.  It  prepared  the  surface  for  the  intro- 
duction of  loam,  which  adapted  it  to  the  culture  of  roots  and 
vegetables,  shrubs  and  fruits.  Gardens  were  made,  and  enriched 
vdth  both  the  useful  and  ornamental.  Those  advantages  were 
heightened  by  dikes  and  canals,  for  which  thousands  of  dollars 
were  spent.  Of  the  first  settlers,  only  four  now  sur\dve, — 
Messrs.  Joshua  Harlow,  Solomon,  and  Samuel  Hancock,  and 
Nathaniel  Livermore, — who,  by  their  honesty  and  industry, 
have  acquired  a little  fortune,  or  at  least  a competency,  which 
is  aU  we  can  enjoy.’^ 

Mr.  Harlow  was  born  in  Cambridge,  in  1779.  He  removed  to 
Cambridgeport  in  1798.  In  ISOO,  he  built  a hat  manufactory  on 
Pine  Street,  and  commenced  business. 

Solomon  Hancock,^  born  in  Cambridge  in  1776,  great-grandson 
of  Gov.  Hancock,  commenced  business  in  1800,  as  harness 
maker,  and  satisfied  the  people,  by  his  discretion  and  good 
judgment,  that  he  knew  not  only  hovr  to  make  a good  bridle, 
but  how  to  use  one. 

Mr.  Samuel  Hancock^  was  bom  in  Cambridge,  in  1777.  He 
removed  to  Cambridgeport  in  1802.  By  trade  a carriage 
builder, -he  has  contributed  much  to  the  ease,  comfort,  and 
enjo^unent  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Livermore^  was  born  at  Waltham,  ivlass.,  September  20th, 
1772.  He  removed  to  Cambridgeport,  October,  1804. 

In  1803,  a fire  society  was  formed,  which,  at  an  expense  of 
$500,  procured  an  excellent  engine;  a company  was  formed,  and 
Samuel  Hancock  chosen  clerk.  In  1804,  a large  quantity  of  land 
was  sold  for  house  lots.  Until  this  time,  the  settlement  had  been 
confined  to  one  street.  Streets  were  now  opened  and  made  in 
all  directions.  Canals  were  cut  of  a sufficient  depth  for  coasting 
vessels,  and  more  than  a mile  in  length,  to  communicate  vith 
Charles  River;  and  whar^Ts  were  built  on  the  margin,  for  their 
accommodation. 
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Mr.  Boardman  commenced  building  a spacious  dwelling  at 
the  junction  of  Hampshire,  Concord,  and  Windsor  Streets. 

In  January,  1805,  an  act  was  passed  by  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  making  Cambridge  a port  of  entry, ^ from  which 
circumstance  it  took  the  name  of  Cambridgeport. 

Cambridgeport  being  still  in  its  infancy,  Mr.  Davenport 
might  have  been  considered  its  Romulus.  He  was  desirous  of 
finding  some  person  who  would  assist  him  in  drawing  plans  and 
laying  out  streets,  squares,  etc.,  fancying  that  it  wwld  even- 
tually become  a great  city.  Alany  thought  him  rather  sanguine 
in  his  expectations,  or  beset  with  a sort  of  monomania,  as  they 
looked  upon  it  as  one  great  marsh. 

Mr.  Davenport  w^as  a w^ealthy  merchant,  possessing  much 
native  refinement,  and  an  uncommon  share  of  ambition  and 
enterprise.  In  1800,  he  formed  a copartnership  with  Mv. 
Richard  Dalton  Tucker,  under  the  firm  of  Davenport  & Tucker, 
who  established  themselves  at  No.  24  Long  Wliarf,  Boston,  as 
commission  merchants.  In  1804,  Mr.  Davenport  becoming 
much  interested  in  land  speculations,  by  mutual  consent  they 
dissolved.  Mr.  Tucker  assuming  all  liabilities,  paid  Mr.  Daven- 
port 880,000  as  his  proportion.  Mr.  Davenport  removed  to 
No.  31  Long  MTiarf,  wLere  he  remained  until  1816,  when  he 
failed,  having  invested  more  than  8100,000  in  wRat  he  con- 
sidered a grand  speculation,  in  Cambridgeport  lands.  His 
creditors  w^ould  not  take  his  lands,  and  he  remained  for  eight 
years  a prisoner  on  the  limits.  He  became  almost  insane  against 
imprisonment  for  debt.  His  assiduity  in  the  poor  debtor^s 
cause,  made  many  avoid  him  for  his  importunity.  He,  how^ever, 
had  the  satisfaction  of  knowdng  that  his  cause  had  prevailed. 

As  there  W'ere  many  applications  for  land,  Mr.  Davenport 
became  much  elated.  In  lajdng  out  Market  Square,  and  fixing 
upon  a place  for  a market-house,  in  arranging  blocks  of  houses, 
stores,  etc.,  it  w'as  suggested  that  it  w’ould  be  advisable  to  have 
a street  or  passageway  betw^een.  Air.  Davenport  said  that 
w^ould  be  a w^aste  of  land;  they  must  have  arches.  AYe  have  fre- 
quently asked,  wLere  were  “the  arches”?  Air.  Davenport 
formed  a sort  of  copartnership  wdth  Royal  Alakepeace,^  Air. 
Davenport  finding  the  money,  and  Air.  Alakepeace  doing  the 
work.  A gentleman  called  one  day  to  purchase  some  land;  he 
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was  asked  whom  he  'dished  to  see,  Air.  Davenport,  or  Air.  Alake- 
peace?  He  replied,  he  did  not  care  whether  it  was  Air.  Daven- 
port or  Cambridgeport,  Air.  Alakepeace  or  Alakewar,  if  he  could 
only  obtain  the  land.  In  June,  an  act  was  passed  by  the  General 
Court,  to  incorporate  Rufus  Davenport,  Royal  Alakepeace, 
and  others  for  the  purpose  of  building  a meeting-house,  and 
supporting  public  worship,  by  the  name  of  ‘'The  Cambridge- 
port Aleeting-House  Corporation.’’^  The  second  and  third 
parishes  in  Cambridge  were  incorporated,  the  former  by  the 
name  of  West  Cambridge,  the  latter  called  Little  Cambridge, 
now  Brighton. 

Air.  Harlow  built  the  house  where  he  now  resides,  on  Pine 
Street.  He  married  Aliss  Clarissa,  sister  of  Airs.  A.  Boardman. 
Air.  A.  Boardman  removed  to  his  new  and  elegant  mansion. 

Aliss  Alerriam  could  now  accommodate  thirty"  or  forty  pupils. 
The  population  increasing  rapidly,  there  were  daily  applicants 
for  admission.  In  1807,  my  sister  and  myseK  became  pupils, 
and  continued  as  such  five  years;  and  it  is  vdth  the  greatest 
satisfaction  that  we  recall  to  mind  our  first  school-days,  and  the 
zealous  care  and  untiring  patience  manifested  by  our  teacher. 
Aly  sister  and  myself  were,  at  times,  unable  to  sound  the  letter 
H,  One  day,  after  giving  us  a number  of  words  in  which  this 
letter  was  sounded,  and  finding  that  she  could  not  accomplish 
her  purpose,  she  exclaimed,  “Do  try,  for  it  wiU  be  a thousand 
pounds  in  your  pocket!”  She  continued  to  teach  for  more  than 
thirty  years.  Although  Aliss  Alerriam  possessed  natm’ally  a 
feeble  constitution,  and  was  subject  to  much  sickness  in  middle 
life,  yet  she  enjo3’ed  a \dgorous  old  age,  and  her  mind  retained 
with  wonderful  tenacity  the  memory  of  her  early  life.  During 
her  last  days,  she  dwelt  much  on  her  former  emplo\Tnent,  and  in 
seasons  of  mental  aberration,  to  which  she  was  subject,  she 
would  fancy  her  pupils  around  her,  and  book  in  hand,  calling 
them  by  name,  would  proceed  as  if  instructing  them.  Aliss 
Alerriam  died  at  the  residence  of  Air.  Joshua  Harlow,  on  the 
28th  of  November,  1852,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-three 
years,  seven  months,  and  ten  days,  being  the  oldest  resident 
but  one  in  the  city. 

Air.  and  Airs.  Boardman,  soon  after  their  marriage,  adopted 
a little  girl,  only  two  years  of  age,  named  Caroline  Poole,  for 
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the  purpose  of  educating  her;  she  took  the  name  of  Caroline 
Boardman.  Possessing  an  amiable  and  affectionate  disposition, 
she  amply  repaid  them  for  their  parental  care  and  solicitude. 
She  died  in  1844.  Mr.  Boardman  was  a gentleman,  and  a 
scholar;  not  being  obliged  to  labor,  and  his  mind  being  occu- 
pied with  the  classics  and  literature  of  the  day,  was  a storehouse 
of  learning.  He  died  in  1817.  jMrs.  Boardman  was  a lady  of 
great  refinement,  possessing  all  the  Christian  \firtues  and 
accomplishments.  She  died  in  1848,  aged  seventy-eight  years, — 
the  last  of  the  house  of  Boardman. 

Great  anxiety  in  regard  to  water  was  not  felt  by  families 
residing  on  Canat,^  now  Harvard  Street.  Notwithstanding  there 
was  an  abundant  supply,  it  was  found  upon  analyzing  it,  to  be 
very  impure,  and  families  were  obliged  to  use  rain  water.  From 
the  nature  of  the  soil,  it  was  thought  that  with  perseverance, 
good  water  could  be  obtained.  It  was  decided  to  make  a trial; 
each  day  the  soil  appeared  more  favorable;  they  continued, 
until  they  had  gone  to  the  depth  of  one  hundred  and  three  feet, 
when  a living  spring  gushed  forth.  Bucket  after  bucket,  was 
drawn,  and  pronounced  pure  and  most  excellent.  It  has  had  the 
reputation  of  being  one  of  the  best  springs  in  New  England, 
and  never  knovm  to  fail.  From  its  exposed  situation,  the  next 
consideration  was  to  protect  the  pump  from  frost.  It  was 
decided  to  box  it  around  with  two  casings,  making  one  several 
inches  smaller  in  circumference,  and  then  filling  up  the  ca\dty 
with  pulverized  charcoal,  which  had  the  desired  effect.  The 
whole  cost  exceeded  $1,000,  which  they  considered  money  well 
spent. 

On  the  16th  of  June,-  there  was  a total  eclipse  of  the  sun.  The 
morning  was  uncommonly  pleasant;  the  sun  rose  in  brilliant 
splendor;  the  aspect  and  coloring  of  the  sky  was  almost  as 
remarkable  as  the  eclipse  itself;  not  a cloud  was  to  be  seen;  not 
the  least  obstacle  intervened  to  interrupt  the  beauty  of  the  day. 

^At  eleven  o’clock,  the  clouds  gathered,  forming  a sort  of  mist, 
as  if  the  shades  of  evening  were  approaching.  At  twelve  o’clock, 
there  was  a gradual  diminution  of  light,  a chill  was  felt  in  the 
air,  and  the  thermometer  fell  nine  or  ten  degrees.  A solemnity 
and  silence  marked  the  progress  of  the  scene.  At  the  approach 
of  darkness,  the  birds,  sensible  of  the  transition,  fluttered  from 
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place  to  place.  The  animals  appeared  much  terrified,  making  a 
disturbed  noise ; many  persons  thought  it  was  the  last  day.  The 
aspect  of  things  was  that  of  obscurity  and  gloom.  At  one 
o’clock,  stars  were  distinctly  visible;  the  darkness  equal  to  mid- 
night.  By  two  o’clock,  the  darkness  had  passed  away,  and  the 
sun  shone  with  all  its  splendor.  It  was  predicted  that  the 
present  generation  of  New  England  would  never  again  be 
spectators  of  so  glorious  a scene. 

A spacious  brick  church  was  now  being  erected  on  a square  of 
land  containing  about  two  acres,  presented  by  xAndrew’  Board- 
man  and  Henry  Hill,^  Esqs.,  which  was  laid  out  by  the  corpora- 
tion for  pubhc  uses. 

In  1807,  the  church  being  finished,  and  furnished  with  a large 
and  elegant  organ,  bell,  etc.,  was  on  New  Year’s  Day  dedicated 
to  the  worship  of  God.  xA  sermon  from  Psalm  46 : 4,  was  deliv- 
ered by  Rev.  Dr.  Holmes,  and  prayers  appropriate  to  the  solem- 
nity, were  offered  by  the  Rev.  Air.  Fiske,  and  Rev.  Professor 
Ware.  The  pulpit  was  supplied  by  dismissed  or  retired  clergy- 
men, or  young  men  waiting  for  orders.  At  this  time,  about  one 
hundred  families  had  settled  on  this  new  ground,  and  the  num- 
ber of  inhabitants  estimated  at  more  than  one  thousand. 

On  the  first  day  of  March,  an  act  was  passed  by  the  General 
Court,  setting  off  the  easterly  part  of  Cambridge  into  a parish, 
by  the  name  of  Cambridgeport  Parish.^  This  parish  is  bounded 
westerly  by  a right  line  drawn  northerly  from  Charles  River  to 
Dana  Street  to  the  bounds  of  Charlestown;  northerly  and 
westerly  by  the  hne  that  divides  Cambridge  from  Charlestown, 
and  southerly  by  Charles  River.  A charter  was  granted  to 
Andrew  Craigie,^  and  others,  to  build  a bridge  over  Charles 
River,  from  Barton’s  Point,  in  Boston,  to  Lechmere  Point, 
Cambridge.  xA  society  was  formed  for  cultivating  sacred  music, 
which  was  pursued  with  great  zeal  and  spirit,  good  judgment 
and  taste;  and  it  was  resolved,  that  as  music  was  the  hand- 
maid to  devotion,  no  piece  should  be  admitted,  but  of  a char- 
acter suited  to  the  solemnity  of  the  sanctuary,  and  to  that  holi- 
ness which  becometh  the  house  of  God  forever.” 

We  were  now  terribly  annoyed  by  the  tide-waters,  which 
would  break  through  the  dikes,  or  overflow  sufficiently  deep  for 
a boat  to  ride  with  ease.  Cellars  and  kitchens  full,  and  every- 
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thing  afloat.  At  one  time  the  waters  w^ere  four  feet  deep  in  the 
first  stor>^  The  waters  at  the  ebbing  of  the  tide,  would  return 
as  suddenly  as  they  came,  but  the  dampness  would  remain  for  a 
long  time.  Thinking  our  health  would  suffer  if  we  remained, 
we  determined  to  remove  as  quickly  as  possible,  but  upon  mak- 
ing inquiry,  found  it  was  impossible  to  obtain  a house,  wdth  the 
exception  of  the  Phipps  or  Boardman  house;  and  that  being 
such  an  old  castle,  we  thought  it  would  not  be  ad\dsable.  But, 
upon  reflection,  as  the  bridge  would  soon  be  built,  and,  in  the 
rear,  a road  cut  through  to  the  colleges,  it  would  be  far  more 
pleasant  and  convenient;  we  therefore  secured  it. 

On  February  2nd,  1809,  the  Cambridgeport  fleeting-house 
Corporation  conveyed  by  agreement  and  indenture,  the  meet- 
ing-house, organ,  bell,  etc.,  to  the  Cambridgeport  parish,  at 
which  time  the  corporation  became  extinct.  From  the  time  of 
the  dedication  of  the  house,  in  1807,  to  1809,  di\'ine  service  had 
been  constantly  performed,  at  the  expense  of  the  corporation. 
In  March,  an  embargo  was  issued  by  authority,  prohibiting  all 
vessels  from  lea\dng  the  port.  ‘^Hard  times’^  was  now’  the 
univ’ersal  cry. 

The  following  April,  w’e  took  up  our  quarters  in  that  ancient 
homestead  designated  as  ^^The  Boardman  Farm,^^  consisting  of 
eight  or  ten  acres,  highly  cultivated,  upon  which  w’as  a splendid 
orchard  containing  all  kinds  of  fruit  tempting  to  the  taste ; such 
as  the  pumpkin  sw’eeting,  greening,  pearmain,  russet,  wine, 
rosy  cheek,  nonsuch,  etc.;  gooseberries  and  currants  in  pro- 
fusion. All  kinds  of  ornamental  shrubs:  the  hlac,  sweetbrier, 
primrose,  etc.,  not  forgetting  two  large  willow’  trees,  whose 
graceful  branches  w’aved  so  peacefully  over  this  airy  and  spacious 
dwelling,  and  where  we  could  play  hide-and-seek  ail  the  day 
long. 

*^And  it  brings  me  dreams  untold, 

Of  the  farm-house,  gray  and  old, 

With  its  chimneys,  quaint  and  tall, 

And  its  broad,  old-fashioned  hall, 

Where  we’ve  looked  from  windows  small 
Watching  shadow’s  swiftly  pass 
O’er  the  waving  meadow  grass.” 
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At  the  rear  of  the  house  was  a thickly  shaded  wood  covering 
many  acres,  and  all  of  what  is  now  called  Cragie’s  Road,  extend- 
ing as  far  as  the  colleges,  from  the  borders  of  which  we  could 
gather  as  many  berries  as  we  wished.  As  there  were  many  idle 
persons  loitering  about  these  woods,  and  several  children  had 
lost  their  way,  and  wandered  about  for  a day  or  more,  and  as  a 
bear  was  once  seen  there, — if  there  were  not  bears,  there  were 
foxes,  and  they  would  sometimes  bite, — we  were  cautioned  not 
to  go  there  alone.  During  the  month  of  Alay,  father  sold  a two- 
story  wooden  building  to  Capt.  Tirril,^  for  $200,  which  he 
removed  to  Lechmere  Point,  and  it  was,  with  the  exception  of 
the  old  farm-house,  the  only  building  on  the  Point.  It  may  be 
seen  at  the  present  day,  on  Cambridge  Street,  and  constitutes  a 
part  of  the  dwelling  now  occupied  by  ex-Postmaster  Green. 

On  the  14th  of  July,  a church  was  gathered  and  organized,  on 
the  principles  of  the  Congregational  churches  of  New  England. 
A sermon  was  preached  on  this  occasion,  by  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Holmes,  from  Matt.  18 : 20.  A profession  of  faith,  with  a solemn 
covenant,  was  previously  agreed  upon  by  the  brethren  who  were 
to  constitute  the  church,  and  fairly  transcribed  into  a book  of 
records;  it  was  read  and  subscribed  in  the  presence  of  the 
assembly.  Several  new  members  were  admitted;  and  on  the 
succeeding  Lord’s  day,  July  16th,  the  Lord’s  Supper  was  admin- 
istered by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Holmes,  to  more  than  twenty  com- 
municants, most  of  whom  were  members  of  this  newly  organized 
church.  Mr.  Nathaniel  Livermore  was  unanimously  chosen 
deacon;  .he  cheerfully  enlisted  under  the  banner  of  the  Cross, 
and  has  fought  the  good  fight,  and  continued  Christ’s  faithful 
soldier  and  servant.  When  he  shall  have  laid  aside  his  armor 
and  shield,  his  many  virtues  will  engrave  a tablet,  far  more 
beautiful  and  lasting  than  any  that  human  ingenuity  or  art  can 
devise.  During  this  year,  a large  schoolhouse  was  erected  on 
Frankhn  Street,  at  an  expense  of  $800,  upon  land  presented  to 
the  town  by  the  late  Judge  Dana;  $300  of  which  was  paid  by 
the  to\vm,  and  the  remainder  by  the  district.  Cambridgeport 
parish  was  now  divided  into  two  school  districts,  and  a perma- 
nent school  was  kept  in  each,  under  the  direction  of  the  school 
committee,  annually  chosen  by  the  town.  Each  of  these  schools 
averaged  about  sixty  or  eighty  scholars.  At  one  visitation 
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ninety-three  children  were  present  at  one,  and  eighty-one  at  the 
other.  August  28th  being  commencement  day,  Cragie’s  Bridge 
was  opened  for  travellers.  It  was  a great  gala  day  for  Andrew 
Cragie,  who  led  the  procession  in  his  low  backed  carriage,  with 
his  serv^ant  as  driver,  followed  by  Gov.  Strong  and  suite,  the 
president  and  officers  of  Harvard  College,  officers  of  the  army 
and  navy,  tovm  officers,  etc.  After  the  procession  had  passed 
over,  the  crowd  and  rabble  followed,  which  were  just  one  hour 
in  passing.  The  toll  gatherer  on  looking  into  his  box,  found  he 
had,  during  that  hour,  taken  over  840.  The  bridge  cost  870,000. 
WTien  ]\Ir.  Cragie  proposed  building  it,  he  did  not  consider  what 
an  amount  of  labor  was  before  him,  as  passing  in  a straight  line 
from  the  bridge  to  the  colleges,  he  must  cut  through  the  mound 
used  for  a flag  staff,  twenty-five  feet  in  height,  and  six  hundred 
in  breadth;  it  was  therefore  thought  expedient  to  defer  it  until 
some  future  day.  They  then  took  a circuitous  route  nearly 
opposite  the  asylum,  and  passed  into  what  ls  now  called  Bridge 
Street. 

Among  the  distinguished  residents  was  the  late  Hon.  Timothy 
Fuller,^  w’ho  gratuitously  rendered  his  valuable  aid  and  council, 
in  arranging  boundaries,  dravving  up  deeds,  &c.  Air.  Fuller,  son 
of  Rev.  Timothy  Fuller  of  Princeton,  Alass.,  was  born  at  Chil- 
mark,  July  11th,  1788.  He  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in 
1801,  on  which  occasion,  he  took  part  in  a discussion,  WTiether 
occupancy  creates  a right  of  property.’^  He  read  law  with  the 
father  of  Gov.  Le^d  Lincoln,  of  whom  he  acquired  his  democratic 
views,  and  practised  in  Boston,  residing  in  Cambridgeport. 
His  remarkable  logical  acuteness,  unwavering  integrity,  and 
habitual  philanthropy,  aided  by  unwearied  application,  won  for 
him  rapid  distinction.  Air.  Fuller  was  a senator  of  his  native 
state,  from  1813  to  1816,  and  a representative  from  Aliddlesex 
for  Congress,  during  the  period  from  1817  to  1825,  and  made 
^several  noted  speeches,  that  received  marked  attention;  among 
which,  was  his  caustic  philippic  on  the  Seminole  war.  He  was 
chairman  of  the  naval  committee,  and  his  labors  in  that  depart- 
ment are  held  in  grateful  remembrance.  He  withdrew  from 
business  in  1832,  and  retired  to  Groton,  designing  in  his  retire- 
ment to  write  a history  of  the  United  States,  from  the  ample 
materials  he  had  gathered  during  his  public  career.  But  he  was 
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seized  with  cholera  on  the  30th  of  September,  1835,  and  on  the 
2nd  of  October  passed  away,  before  his  plan  had  ripened  for 
completion.  In  the  early  part  of  this  year,  Mr.  Fuller’s  new 
dwelling  situated  on  Cherry  Street  being  finished,  he  married 
Margaret  Crane,  of  Canton,  a lady  possessing  rare  talents, 
whose  mind  from  early  life  was  of  a superior  order,  and  has  by 
constant  application  received  the  finest  culture.  Her  reading 
has  been  extensive,  and  there  is  a discrimination  about  her  mind 
? which  is  found  in  but  few  persons.  Mrs.  Fuller  has  passed 
through  heavy  and  severe  afflictions,  but  they  have  chastened, 
without  crushing  her  lovely  spirit.  The  loss  of  her  beloved  hus- 
band gave  new  strength  to  her  hopes  of  heaven,  transferring 
with  him,  a portion  of  her  affections  and  sympathy  to  another 
world.  But  she  was  none  the  less  cheerful  and  untiring  in  her 
devotedness  to  others,  pouring  balm  into  every  wounded  heart. 
To  have  been  the  mother  of  Margaret  Fuller,  was  of  itself  a dis- 
tinction, of  whom,  with  other  beloved  children  possessing  rare 
and  amiable  qualities,  she  has  been  bereft.  From  her  heart  she 
can  say,  Tvall  fear  no  evil,  for  Thou  art  with  me;  Thy  rod  and 
Thy  staff  they  comfort  me.” 

The  great  increase  of  travel  made  our  new  home  more  than 
pleasant.  We  now  had  every  kind  of  domestic  fowl  that  could 
be  named,  not  forgetting  two  beautiful  canaries  which  father 
had  brought  from  England.  We  enjoyed  them  very  much,  and 
were  very  comfortable  until  the  frost  and  snow  came.  The 
house  was  so  very  cold  it  seemed  as  though  we  must  perish. 
Father  often  regretted  leaving  our  comfortable  quarters  for  this 
‘^barn  or  carriage-house,”  as  he  called  it,  sa\ing  he  would  much 
rather  be  drowned  than  frozen  to  death.  Notwithstanding  he 
used  every  precaution,  by  providing  grates,  and  supplying  them 
with  coal,  it  availed  little;  unfortunately,  this  was  the  coldest 
winter  ever  knovm  in  New  England.  The  19th  of  January,  1810,^ 
was  a day  so  intensely  cold  that  it  will  long  be  remembered  by 
those  who  experienced  its  rigor.  The  day  and  evening  previous 
was  unusually  mild,  accompanied  by  a slight  fall  of  snow;  but 
during  the  night  the  wind  suddenly  changed,  and  the  ther- 
mometer, in  sixteen  hours,  had  fallen  to  thirteen  degrees  below 
zero.  A boisterous  wind  prevailed,  and  in  many  places  fences 
and  trees  were  blovm  down;  and  the  flght  snow  becoming  dry, 
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was  blown  about  like  dust,  rendering  it  impossible  for  anyone  to 
see.  The  day  became  memorable  throughout  New  England  as 
^‘The  cold  Fridaj^”  Father  left  home  early  in  the  morning  as 
usual  for  Boston;  previously  cautioning  mother  to  guard  against 
the  cold,  by  piling  on  the  fuel,  but  on  no  account  to  put  her  head 
out  of  doors,  as  she  would  perish.  The  unwearied  care  and  anx- 
ious solicitude  manifested  by  my  mother  during  my  childhood 
have  often  called  forth  tears  of  gratitude;  but  none  ever  made  a 
more  lasting  impression  than  the  care  bestowed  upon  us  on  that 
day.  Being  in  delicate  health,  and  entirely  alone  with  the  excep- 
tion of  her  children,  not  even  a neighbor  within  call,  she  availed 
herself  of  every  means  in  her  power  to  make  her  children  com- 
fortable; piling  on  shawls,  making  screens,  and  doing  all  that 
ingenuity  could  devise  without  the  least  regard  for  herself.  Not- 
withstanding her  anxiety  for  father,  she  appeared  cheerful, 
reading  little  stories,  and  amusing  us  vdth  toys.  Night  drawing 
near,  and  no  tidings  of  father,  her  fortitude  gave  way  to  despair, 
and  she  walked  the  room  in  the  greatest  suspense  and  agony  for 
two  hours;  then  the  door  opened,  and  a person  walked,  or  rather, 
I should  say,  stumbled  up  stairs.  Although  I was  only  six  and  a 
half  years  old,  the  sound  is  now  distinctly  ringing  in  my  ears. 
Mother  seizing  the  light,  said  in  a tremulous  tone,  ^‘Be  good 
children  and  sit  still  while  I go  and  see  who  has  gone  above 
stairs.’^  She  went  and  behold  it  was  father  just  getting  into  bed, 
badly  frozen;  the  change  of  temperature  had  made  him  faint. 
Mother  gave  him  cold  brandy  and  water,  and  he  re\dved.  Find- 
ing his  hands  and  face  frozen,  she  placed  his  hands  in  cold  water, 
laid  wet  cloths  upon  his  face,  and  in  a short  time  he  was  able  to 
give  an  account  of  his  pro\ddential  escape.  To  shorten  his  walk 
he  had  taken  a by-path;  but  what  with  the  snow  blowing  and 
the  cold,  he  had  become  bewildered  and  benumbed,  w*andering 
about  for  more  than  an  hour  strhing  to  find  his  home;  fortu- 
nately he  found  himself  just  stepping  into  the  canal,  and  then 
knew  how’  to  direct  his  steps.  Upon  entering  the  hoase  and  feel- 
ing faint,  he  thought  if  he  came  wEere  there  w-as  a fire  he  must 
die.  Mother  looked  like  a marble  statue ; and  has  since  told  us 
that  her  feet  w^ere  badly  frozen  standing  by  father’s  bedside. 

To  give  a more  vivid  description  of  that  terrible  day,  I will 
relate  a melancholy  incident  which  occurred  in  a neighboring 
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state  to  a family  by  the  name  of  Ellsworth/  three  of  whose  chil- 
dren perished  on  that  dreadful  day.  ]\Ir.  Ellsworth,  finding  the 
cold  very  severe,  rose  about  an  hour  before  sunrise.  It  was  but 
a short  time  before  some  part  of  his  house  was  burst  in  by  the 
wind.  Being  apprehensive  that  the  whole  house  would  soon  be 
destroyed,  and  his  family  perish,  Mr.  Ellsworth  requested  !Mrs. 
Ellsworth  to  dress  the  children,  and  take  them  into  the  cellar, 
and  he  would  go  to  the  nearest  neighbor's  for  assistance;  but  it 
being  in  a northerly  direction,  he  found  it  impracticable.  He 
then  started  for  a IMr.  Brown's,  in  another  direction,  at  the  dis- 
tance of  about  a quarter  of  a mile,  and  arrived  about  sunrise; 
his  feet  were  badly  frozen,  and  he  was  so  overcome  vdth  the 
cold,  that  Mr.  Brown  would  not  permit  him  to  return,  assuring 
him  at  the  same  time,  that  he  would  take  his  horse  and  sleigh 
and  use  all  possible  speed  to  save  his  family.  When  he  arrived 
at  the  house,  he  found  IMrs.  Ellsworth  and  her  youngest  child  in 
the  cellar,  purposing  to  do  as  her  husband  requested;  but  on 
returning  for  the  other  children,  found  their  clothes  had  been 
blown  aw^ay,  and  therefore  thought  it  most  prudent  to  leave 
them  in  bed.  Mr.  Brown  put  a bed  into  the  sleigh  and  placed 
the  three  children  upon  it  and  covered  them  with  the  clothes, 
placing  Mrs.  Ellsworth  by  his  side.  They  had  proceeded  only  a 
few  rods  when  the  sleigh  was  blown  over,  and  the  children,  bed, 
and  covering,  were  scattered  by  the  wind.  iMrs.  Ellsworth  held 
the  horse  while  Mr.  Brown  took  up  the  children  and  bed,  and 
placed  them  in  the  sleigh  again.  Mrs.  Ellsworth  becoming 
benumbed,  thought  it  more  safe  to  get  out  and  walk,  but  she 
sank  down  to  the  ground,  finding  it  impossible  to  go  farther. 
At  first  she  thought  she  must  perish ; but  stimulated  by  the  hope 
of  finding  her  husband  she  made  another  effort  by  crawling  on 
her  hands  and  knees,  in  which  manner  she  reached  him,  but  so 
altered  in  looks  that  he  did  not  know  her.  His  anxiety  for  his 
^.children  prompted  him  to  go  to  their  assistance;  but  the  impor- 
tunities of  his  wdfe,  who  supposed  he  must  perish,  and  that  she 
could  not  survive  but  a short  time,  prevented  him.  In  the  mean- 
time, with  a praiseworthy  humanity,  and  fortitude  unsurpassed, 
Mr.  Brown  was  making  every  effort  to  save  the  children.  But 
having  placed  them  in  the  sleigh  a second  time,  he  had  gone  but 
a short  distance  when  the  sleigh  was  blovui  over  and  torn  to 
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pieces,  and  the  children  blown  to  some  distance.  He  then  col- 
lected them  once  more;  laying  them  on  the  bed  and  covering 
them  as  well  as  he  was  able,  he  called  for  help ; but  to  no  pur- 
pose. Knowing  that  the  children  must  soon  perish  in  that 
situation,  and  being  pierced  to  the  heart  by  their  distressing 
shrieks,  he  wrapped  them  in  a blanket  and  attempted  to  carry 
them  in  his  arms,  but  was  blown  down,  and  the  children  sepa- 
rated from  him  by  the  violence  of  the  wind.  Finding  it  impos- 
sible to  carry  them  all,  he  left  the  youngest,  the  only  one  who 
happened  to  be  dressed,  placing  it  by  the  side  of  a large  log.  He 
then  attempted  to  carry  the  other  two,  but  was  prevented  as 
before.  He  then  took  one  under  each  arm,  with  no  other  cloth- 
ing than  their  night-dresses,  and  in  this  way,  although  blown 
down  several  times,  he  arrived  at  his  house  after  an  absence  of 
two  hours.  The  children,  although  frozen  stiff,  were  alive,  but 
died  in  a few  moments.  Mr.  Brown’s  hands  and  feet  were 
frozen,  and  he  was  so  much  chilled  and  exhausted,  as  to  be 
imable  to  return  for  the  child  left  behind.  The  wind  continued 
its  severity,  and  they  could  obtain  no  assistance  until  the  after- 
noon, when  they  had  every  reason  to  believe  the  child  left  was 
dead.  Towards  sunset,  some  of  the  neighbors  and  a physician 
arrived,  several  of  whom  went  in  search  of  the  little  child  whom 
they  found  dead.  The  lives  of  the  parents  were  saved,  but 
they  were  left  childless.  Mr.  Brown  lived  several  years,  but 
never  recovered  from  the  effects  of  that  day.  He  became  nearly 
bhnd,  and  continued  so  as  long  as  he  lived. 

During  the  summer  a bridge  was  erected  over  Charles  River 
between  Cambridge  and  Brighton,  and  a road  made,  at  an 
expense  of  between  89,000  and  810,000,  one  half  of  which  was 
defrayed  by  subscription  of  individuals  at  Cambridgeport,  and 
the  other  by  the  proprietors  of  West  Boston  Bridge.  In  1811, 
the  tovm  purchased  two  acres  and  a quarter  of  land,  lying  in  a 
handsome  square  near  the  church,  for  a burial-place  for  the 
parish.  Several  buildings  were  now  being  erected  on  the  Point, 
and  occupied  by  famihes. 

The  Haugh  farm-house  was  occupied  by  the  sur\dvors  of  a 
family  by  the  name  of  Russell,  farmers,  consisting  of  father, 
two  sons,  and  three  daughters,  who  had  resided  there  for  the 
preceding  thirty-five  years.  Mr.  Russell  was  lost  in  the  ice. 
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when  carrying  milk  to  Boston,  in  1784.  In  1780,  Miss  Lois 
Russell  married  Josiah  Mason,  and  removed  to  Governor’s 
Island;  she  returned  to  Cambridgeport  in  1798. 

About  this  time  [ 1811,]  Mr.  Craigie  sold  the  square,  com- 
prising about  one  third  of  the  Point,  for  §40,000,  on  a part  of 
which  the  Court  House  now  Stands.  A few  rods  from  our  house, 
a Mr.  McDonner  commenced  building  a two-story  house,  but 
being  unable  to  finish  it,  sold  it  to  Mr.  Peletiah  Rea,^  of  Boston; 
when  finished,  father  secured  it  and  left  the  Boardman  Farm 
with  the  pri\’ilege  of  retaining  the  orchard,  as  the  fruit  was 
desirable,  and  which,  by  his  paying  a liberal  rent  was  secured  to 
him  many  years.  That  ancient  house  has  since  been  destroj^ed 
by  fire.  Adjoining  this  house  was  a long  range  of  buildings  con- 
taining kitchen,  wood-house,  carriage-house,  and  stable.  The 
kitchen  was  raised  on  a level  with  the  dining-room,  therefore 
was  open  to  the  roof ; the  latter  being  on  the  ground  floor,  rooms 
were  made  over,  and  divided  into  three.  The  partition  being 
removed,  and  neatly  whitewashed,  father  appropriated  it  to  an 
aviary,  and  placed  his  birds  in  it,  amounting  to  fifty  or  sixty. 
During  the  summer,  birch  trees  were  cut  from  the  adjoining 
woods,  and  placed  in  the  corners  of  this  hall.  The  birds,  with 
their  beautiful  plumage,  resting  upon  the  branches,  presented  a 
grand  and  beautiful  appearance.  We  were  visited  by  many 
strangers  of  distinction,  who  evinced  much  pleasure  and  satis- 
faction. Indeed,  one  might  almost  have  fancied  himself  at 
the  Canary  Isles.  So  much  for  the  house;  but  the  grounds 
around  were  nothing  but  stones  and  stubble.  There  was  a 
large  fort  directly  in  front,  extending  several  rods,  which  was 
partially  filled  up,  the  stones  removed,  and  load  after  load 
of  loam  placed  upon  it  to  prepare  it  for  vegetation.  Tastefully 
laid  out  with  borders  and  squares,  upon  which  were  placed 
every  shrub,  plant,  and  flower  of  rare  beauty,  and  with  its  haw- 
thorn hedge,  it  looked  hke  the  garden  of  Eden;  or  rather,  the 
desert  had  blossomed  as  the  rose.  The  house  was  protected  by  a 
beautiful  bank  three  feet  in  height  and  nearly  three  feet  in 
breadth,  carefully  sodded,  and  on  it  were  placed  jessamine, 
honeysuckle,  and  roses  of  every  description.  At  the  southerly 
side,  a pond  was  made,  enclosed  by  a fence,  covered  with  sweet- 
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water  and  Hamburg  grape-\ines,  and  the  edge  of  the  pond  was 
encircled  vrith.  flowers. 

‘‘Of  Sweet-Williams  and  the  pensive  Lupin, 

Lovely  Violets  dressed  in  blue, 

And  the  Lilies  of  the  Valley, 

Guarded  by  sober  Sage  and  Rue. 

China  Asters  looked  so  social 
Wa\nng  with  the  Canterbury  Bell; 

Mignonette  and  gentle  Daisies, 

Coreopsis,  gay  and  cheerful. 

Danced  with  dashing  London  Pride. 

Every  Rose  that  graced  a garden. 

Moss,  and  Provence,  with  Sweetbrier.’^ 

A little  farther  on,  might  be  seen  a strawUerry-bed,  from 
which  we  have  frequently  gathered  twenty  or  thirty  quarts. 
At  the  rear,  w^as  about  an  acre  appropriated  exclusively  to 
vegetables,  for  family  use.  The  universal  topic  in  1812,  w^as 
war  — war;  merchants  calling  in  their  ships  and  carefully  stor- 
ing their  goods,  until  such  time  as  their  value  would  be  doubled 
and  trebled.  In  June,  the  dreadful  day  came.  War  w^as  declared 
between  Great  Britain  and  America.  Nothing  was  now  heard 
but  the  drum  and  fife,  calling  men  to  arms;  hundreds  enhsted 
from  necessity,  or  Tvant  of  employment.  Cambridge  being  a 
port  of  entry,  numerous  barracks  were  fitted  up  for  the  troops, 
who  soon  became  very  troublesome;  pilfering  everything  that 
came  within  their  reach ; destro^dng  gardens  by  stripping  them 
of  every  vegetable  available,  leaving  nothing  but  the  tops  of 
leaves;  writing  upon  a board,  “The  top  of  the  garden  for  you,^^ 
or  something  else  equally  annoying.  Even  the  inoffensive  fowds 
became  their  enemies;  they  w^ere  captured  and  taken  prisoners. 
The  din  of  arms  now  rang  louder  and  louder  in  our  ears. 

About  one  hundred  houses  w*ere  now  erected  on  the  Point,  a 
small  school  w^as  supported  by  the  town  of  Cambridge,  and  a 
pottery^  was  also  built  for  manufacturing  the  coarser  kind  of 
earthen  pots,  which  gave  employment  to  a great  number  of  per- 
sons, who  were  suffering  for  the  necessaries  of  life.  The  pro- 
prietors of  the  bridge  commenced  cutting  through  the  hill  in 
order  to  make  a straight  road  from  the  bridge  to  the  colleges; 
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many  persons  lost  their  lives  by  the  earth  ca\nng  in  and  burjdng 
them  beneath  the  embankment.  At  the  close  of  this  year  we 
had  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  we  were  to  have  a per- 
manent minister,  Mr.  Thomas  Brattle  Gannett^  ha\dng  accepted 
an  unanimous  call,  to  the  great  joy  of  all  the  parish.  He  was 
installed  pastor  of  the  Cambridgeport  parish,  January  1st,  1814. 
Notwithstanding  the  roads  were  almost  impassable,  the  church 
was  filled  to  overflowing. 

Mr.  Gannett  was  born  at  Cambridge,  February  20th,  1789. 
He  graduated  at  Harvard  College,  April  28th,  1809.  In  1814  he 
married  Deborah  Foxcraft  \Yhite,2  whow^as  born  at  Shelburne, 
Nova  Scotia,  July  13th,  1791.  Mrs.  Gannet  was  as  truly  ami- 
able as  she  was  beautiful;  and  the  engaging  qualities  which 
graced  her  character  when  she  entered  upon  the  duties  of  a 
pastor^s  vflfe,  continued  to  shed,  with  softened  lustre,  a benig- 
nity and  loveliness  in  every  sphere  of  usefulness.  To  these 
natural  endowments  she  added  a noble  and  expressive  counte- 
nance, and  manners  of  such  benignity  and  s-weetness  that  no  one 
could  help  feeling  the  dignity  of  her  presence.  Her  character 
was  on  the  high,  even  plane  of  Christian  principle, — fertile  in 
active  usefulness,  and  of  shining  purity.  Though  of  a sensitive 
and  affectionate  nature,  she  was  remarkably  steadfast  in  thought 
and  conduct.  She  \flsited  the  sick  and  needy,  and  the  light  of 
her  countenance  was  a bright  sunbeam  in  every  dwelling  which 
she  entered.  On  December  30th,  1822,  God,  in  his  wise  and 
mysterious  providence,  removed  this  lovely  and  endearing 
woman  to  his  glorious  habitations.  It  would  be  impossible  to 
describe  the  agony  of  that  overwhelmed  and  heartbroken  hus- 
band; but  his  submissive  spirit  yielded,  and  he  was  enabled  to 
say  ^‘Thy  will,  O God,  be  done.’’  And  to  the  great  surprise  of 
all,  on  the  following  Sabbath  he  was  calmly  seated  in  his  pulpit, 
and  alone.  Never  can  w^e  forget  the  sorrow  depicted  in  his  pale 
and  careworn  countenance  when  he  rose  and  raising  his  eyes  to 
the  throne  of  grace,  he  said  in  a calm  but  tremulous  tone,  “ Your 
pastor,  with  his  little  family,  desires  your  prayers  and  sympathy 
that  the  removal  of  his  beloved  consort,  their  mother,  and  your 
faithful  friend,  may  be  sanctified  to  us  aU  for  our  spiritual  and 
everlasting  good.”  And  such  a prayer!  it  was  truly  the  out- 
pourings of  a broken  and  a contrite  heart.  The  sermon  was 
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very  affecting  and  appropriate ; the  text  I am  ashamed  to  say  I 
have  forgotten.  ]Mr.  Gannett  assumed  an  appearance  of  cheer- 
fulness, but  it  could  e\ddently  be  seen  that  he  was  a man  of 
sorrow.  He  became  a martyr  to  his  own  benevolent  heart ; those 
who  should  have  sustained  him  deserted,  or  rather,  I should  say, 
avoided  him.  Dehcacy  forbade  him  remaining  and  he  asked  a 
dismissal.  He  removed  to  South  Natick,  IMass.,  in  the  spring  of 
1843,  preached  to  the  Congregational  Society  in  that  place  as 
their  minister  seven  years,  and  died  there  of  disease  of  the 
heart,  April  19th,  1851. 

In  speaking  of  ]\Ir.  Gannett,  I must  say  that  it  requires  an 
abler  pen  than  mine  to  do  him  justice.  The  golden  thread  of 
common  sense  appeared  woven  through  the  entire  web  of  his 
useful  life.  There  was  something  solid  and  reliable  in  him  which 
inspired  confidence,  and  secured  respect.  Although  there  was 
at  times  a retiring  pensiveness  in  his  manner,  yet  he  had  a foun- 
tain within,  of  friendly  sympathy  and  quiet  humor.  Although 
he  would  rather  walk  in  the  fields  than  in  the  street,  and  rather 
sit  with  his  family  at  home  than  mingle  in  the  crowded  circle 
abroad,  yet  he  loved  mankind  enough  to  work  for  them  always ; 
— not  seeking  that  honor  which  comes  from  men  but  that  which 
comes  from  God.  He  was  faithful  to  his  Creator,  faithful  to  his 
Redeemer,  faithful  to  his  conscience,  and  faithful  to  the  souls  of 
his  people.  He  never  forgot  his  ministerial  office.  If  ever  there 
was  a clerg^^man,  who  might  vfith  propriety  have  worn  his 
lands  through  the  week,  that  clergyman  was  ]\Ir.  Gannett. 

In  1815,  England  and  America  were  negotiating  a treaty  of 
peace.  On  ^Monday,  February  13th,  at  eight  o’clock,  an  express 
arrived  proclaiming  peace  between  England  and  America.  It 
was  fitted  out  by  Mr.  Jonathan  Goodhue  of  New  York,  at  an 
expense  of  8225,  to  be  delivered  in  Boston  in  thirty-two  hours. 
The  amount  was  immediately  collected  — and  would  have  been 
had  it  been  twice  that  sum  — and  was  refunded  to  Air.  Goodhue. 
Hundreds  of  handbills  were  circulated  in  all  directions.  It 
would  be  impossible  to  do  justice  to  the  expressions  of  joy  and 
gratulation  which  sat  on  every  countenance,  animated  every 
tongue,  and  flowed  from  the  heart  of  every  man,  woman,  and 
child,  on  learning  the  above  tidings.  In  a few  moments  after 
its  promulgation  all  the  bells  announced  the  cheering  news. 
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Business  of  every  kind  was  suspended,  and  the  whole  popula- 
tion of  the  town  devoted  itself  to  expressions  of  joy.  A hohday 
was  appointed  in  all  the  schools ; nothing  was  heard  but  cheer- 
ing sounds  and  loud  huzzas.  The  American  and  British  flags 
were  seen  waving  together,  united  by  wreaths  of  ohve  and 
laurel.  Orders  were  immediately  given  for  a parade  of  the 
military  who  assembled  on  State  Street,  Boston,  and  made  a 
fine  appearance.  Harvard  University  and  many  private  resi- 
dences were  brilliantly  illuminated  in  the  evening.  After  wit- 
nessing the  display  at  Cambridge,  we  ^dsited  Boston,  where  an 
array  of  lights  which  has  seldom  been  surpassed  presented 
itself.  The  greatest  attraction  was  the  Exchange  Coffee  House, 
seven  stories  in  height,  in  which  were  emblazoned  mottoes  of 
every  description,  emblematic  of  the  occasion;  it  presented  a 
magnificent  appearance.  This  building  was  destroyed  by  fire 
in  1819.  During  the  summer  the  cross-bridge  connecting 
Craigie’s  with  Prison  Point  was  open  for  travel. 

At  this  time  we  met  with  what  we  considered  a great  loss, 
although  it  was  only  a cow.  She  w-as  pecuharly  intelligent,  and 
we  had  become  much  attached  to  her.  Father  purchased  her 
some  years  previous,  with  her  calf,  w’hich  was  so  promising  that 
he  hesitated  about  selhng  it;  but  finally  concluded  to  let  the 
butcher  take  it.  The  cow  upon  discovering  her  loss,  became 
frantic;  so  much  so,  that  during  the  night  it  was  impossible  for 
any  one  to  rest.  In  the  morning,  mother  mentioned  it  to  the 
butcher,  who  said  he  would  go  back  and  get  the  skin  of  the 
caff,  and  by  showing  it  to  the  mother,  thought  she  would  be 
pacified.  The  poor  creature  smelt  of  it  again  and  again,  then 
appeared  more  quiet  but  refused  to  eat,  the  tears  actually  roll- 
ing down  her  face.  TMien  the  butcher  made  his  morning  call 
she  attacked  him,  and  he  came  near  losing  his  life;  and  for  weeks 
she  would  appear  enraged  when  he  came  in  sight.  Her  next  calf 
^was  raised,  and  the  two  following.  We  thought  there  was  noth- 
ing too  good  for  Old  jMoolly.”  YTien  the  feed  was  short,  meal 
was  prepared  for  her.  One  day  the  serv^ant  man  whose  name 
was  Parker,  thinking  to  save  time,  divided  her  portion  vdth  the 
fowls,  placing  iMoolly’s  share  in  a measure,  into  which  had  been 
thrown  a quantity  of  old  rusty  naiLs.  She  soon  became  very 
sick,  and  appeared  in  great  agony.  A veterinarian  was  sent  for; 
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as  she  was  much  swollen,  he  thought  she  must  have  been 
poisoned.  Very  soon  old  Moolly  died.  By  an  examination  it 
was  found  that  she  had  swallowed  about  a pound  of  those  old 
nails,  and  then  stupid  Parker  confessed  his  carelessness. 

On  the  23d  of  September,^  a violent  gale  of  wind  destroyed  a 
large  amount  of  property.  At  sunrise  the  clouds  seemed  to  be 
gathering,  and  there  was  every  indication  of  an  approaching 
storm.  The  vdnd  continued  to  increase;  although  not  of  suffi- 
cient power  to  apprehend  danger,  still  there  was  a peculiar 
sound,  which  appeared  to  be  a foreboding  of  evil.  At  eight 
o’clock,  we  became  much  alarmed.  Meeting  father  at  the  door, 
I said,  ^^Did  you  ever  see  any  thing  like  the  wind?”  Seeing  me 
much  excited,  he  answered,  “Like  the  wind?  Why  it  had  like 
to  have  blown  my  hat  off.”  Observing  the  young  fruit  trees 
twisted  and  bent,  he  called  the  servant  man  to  bring  some 
strong  cord  and  matting  that  he  might  secure  them  from  the 
power  of  the  wind.  The  rain  beginning  to  fall,  father  assured 
us  that  we  had  nothing  to  fear;  thinking  probably  the  wind 
would  subside.  The  horse  and  carriage  being  in  readiness  he 
was  soon  on  his  way  to  Boston;  but  on  coming  to  the  bridge,  he 
thought  it  not  prudent  to  ride  over,  and  requested  Parker  to 
turn  round  and  make  the  best  of  his  way  home,  as  he  was  fearful 
the  carriage  would  be  overturned.  At  ten  o’clock  there  was  not 
a tree,  shrub,  or  fence  standing.  Majestic  oaks  which  had  braved 
the  tempests  for  a hundred  years  were  thrown  down.  The  spray 
from  the  salt  water  reached  Andover,  about  twenty  miles  dis- 
tant, giving  every  thing  it  descended  upon  a saltish  taste,  and 
blighting  every  fibre  of  vegetation;  fragments  of  all  kinds  united 
to  form  a picture  that  sickened  the  heart  and  which  never  can 
be  erased  from  the  mind  as  long  as  memory  maintains  her 
empire.  Many  famihes  could  be  seen  sitting  upon  the  grass, 
exposed  to  the  fury  of  the  elements.  Chimneys  were  blown 
dowTi,  houses  unroofed,  buildings  demolished  and  scattered  like 
dust.  Mother  was  very  calm,  assuring  us  that  there  was  an 
overruUng  Providence,  who  she  trusted  would  protect  us  from 
all  danger;  she  carefully  watched  each  window  and  door,  and 
had  them  secured,  as  one  after  another  blew  in.  We  became  very 
earnest  in  our  entreaties  for  her  to  leave  the  house;  three  of  us 
being  ill  with  the  measles,  she  said  she  could  not,  as  the  exposure 
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would  be  far  greater  than  the  danger.  But  seeing  one  house 
after  another  fall,  apparently  much  stronger  than  ours,  her 
courage  failed  and  she  consented.  Having  a wood  fire  in  the 
kitchen,  mother  hastily  threw  upon  it  a pail  of  water,  thinking 
the  cinders  might  be  blown  out  and  consequently  do  more 
damage.  She  then  collected  all  the  shawls  and  blankets  avail- 
able; taking  the  youngest  child  in  her  arms,  the  two  next  she 
entrusted  to  Parker;  then  taking  me  by  the  hand  and  bidding 
the  eldest  take  fast  hold  of  her  dress,  she  started  for  a place  of 
safety.  We  had  not  proceeded  far,  when  the  youngest  of 
Parker’s  charge  was  blown  from  him  and  rolled  over  and  over 
like  a hat  for  several  rods,  and  when  overtaken  she  was  just  on 
the  brink  of  the  canal.  Mother  was  perfectly  frantic,  her  hands 
were  tied,  and  by  striving  to  save  one  child  she  must  lose  the 
others.  JMy  httle  sister  was  terribly  frightened,  but  the  wind 
lifting  her,  she  was  wafted  on  hke  a feather,  without  a scratch 
or  a bruise.  Mother  directed  her  steps  to  the  old  fort  beside  the 
garden  fence,  and  spreading  down  a blanket,  seated  herself, 
and  drawing  her  children  as  near  to  her  as  possible  made  a pillow 
with  her  lap  for  the  sick,  covering  them  with  shawls  and  holding 
them  dovm  vfith  all  her  strength,  using  every  precaution  to  pre- 
vent us  from  taking  cold.  It  suddenly  occurred  to  her  that  she 
had  a bottle  of  cherry  brandy,  and  thinking  a little  of  it  might 
prevent  the  measles  from  terminating  seriously,  notwithstand- 
ing all  our  entreaties,  she  started  to  obtain  it.  She  had  just 
passed  through  the  kitchen  with  the  bottle  and  cup,  one  foot  on 
the  outer  step  and  the  other  in  the  kitchen,  when  an  awful  crash 
sounded  in  our  ears ; the  roof  was  torn  from  the  whole  range  of 
buildings,  and  the  kitchen  filled  with  rafters;  the  door  being 
against  the  wind,  she  was  saved.  Language  cannot  express  the 
gratitude  we  felt  on  seeing  mother  with  her  bottle  and  cup 
hurrying  on  as  quickly  as  her  strength  would  admit.  Finding 
_^that  she  was  not  injured  we  clasped  our  arms  around  her,  shed- 
ding tears  of  thankfulness  for  her  wonderful  preservation.  Our 
home  looked  desolate  enough,  but  we  did  not  give  it  a passing 
thought.  Mother  had  not  been  seated  long  when  she  discovered 
the  dining-room  window  just  falling  in.  Addressing  herself  to 
Parker,  she  said  he  must  go  with  her  and  secure  the  window  or 
the  house  would  be  destroyed;  he  answered, — 
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‘‘Please  excuse  me  ma^am,  for  you  know  that  you  have  just 
escaped  death,  and  now  you  will  be  killed  outright;  I cannot  go.” 
Sister  said  to  mother,  “ Do  not  ask  the  coward;  I will  go  vdth 
you.”  They  had  not  proceeded  far,  when  for  very  shame  he 
followed  them.  They  found  the  dining-room  filled  with  smoke ; 
the  wind  had  forced  open  the  door  leading  into  the  kitchen  and 
the  ashes  and  embers  had  set  the  floor  on  fire  and  burned  a hole 
into  the  cellar  nearly  two  feet  square;  fortunately  there  was 
plenty  of  water  in  the  cellar,  and  by  mother’s  wonderful  presence 
of  mind  it  was  extinguished.  Mother  returned  once  more  to  her 
children,  lea\dng  Parker  to  watch  the  fire.  Faint  and  weary  she 
sank  upon  the  ground,  leaning  against  a common  rail  fence;  her 
comb  falhng  out,  in  a moment  her  beautiful  hair  was  wound 
round  and  round,  so  that  it  was  impossible  for  her  to  move. 
The  fence  being  very  rough,  and  the  wind  blowing  it  every  way, 
it  was  utterly  impossible  to  untangle  it.  One  trial  after  another 
seemed  to  follow  in  rapid  succession,  but  this  we  thought  the 
greatest  of  all.  It  was  now  becoming  very  painful  for  mother  to 
sit  in  this  position,  and  having  neither  scissors  or  knife,  she 
could  do  nothing.  Parker  returning,  with  his  knife  and  our 
assistance  she  w^as  released  with  the  loss  of  about  half  of  her 
hair,  which  was  as  much  as  three  feet  in  length,  and  equally 
thick  in  proportion.  The  hair  remained  upon  the  fence  for 
months ; there  were  so  many  sad  associations  connected  with  it, 
that  it  was  painful  to  look  upon  it.  It  was  now  past  one  o’clock, 
and  we  had  every  reason  to  hope  that  the  storm  was  decreasing. 
At  two  o’clock  we  returned  to  the  house,  but  what  a sad  spec- 
tacle presented  itself.  On  entering  the  yard,  there  lay  our 
beautiful  birds,  one  hundred  and  fifty  in  number,  all  dead!  Our 
kitchen,  wood-shed,  and  carriage-house,  all  destroyed;  every 
tree,  plant,  and  shrub  laid  prostrate,  and  the  garden  almost  as 
white  as  snow,  vfith  the  salt  spray  from  the  tide-waters.  The 
main  part  of  the  house,  wdth  the  exception  of  the  hole  burnt  in 
the  floor  by  the  fire,  was  not  injured.  We  had  now  been  exposed 
to  the  storm  more  than  three  hours,  and  were  wet,  hungry,  and 
cold.  All  the  kitchen  utensils  were  broken  and  destroyed  with 
the  exception  of  the  tea  kettle,  which,  after  great  difficulty,  was 
found  beneath  the  ruins.  The  next  thing  to  be  done  was  to  make 
a fire;  the  dining-room  was  all  afloat,  the  carpet  saturated  with 
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water;  still  something  must  be  done,  as  this  room  was  the  only 
place  where  a fire  could  be  made  to  prepare  our  food.  Mother, 
as  if  by  magic,  soon  had  the  carpet  removed,  boards  nailed 
down  where  it  was  burned,  and  to  our  great  surprise,  we  were 
soon  enjoying  our  usual  dinner.  It  was  a general  rule  for  Parker 
to  drive  the  horse  and  carriage  to  the  Boston  market  on  Satur- 
day evenings,  at  a certain  hour,  and  remain  until  father  came 
for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  provisions,  groceries,  and  such 
articles  as  might  be  required  during  the  week,  and  to  carry 
baskets,  cans,  etc.,  to  pack  them  in.  Parker  drove  in  as  usual, 
but  was  minus  baskets,  cans,  etc.  After  calling  at  several  places, 
father  asked  Parker  for  the  butter  can.  He  answered, — 
did  not  bring  it.’^ 

“Why  not?^’ 

“It  was  all  knocked  of  a lump.’^ 

“How  so?’^ 

“The  roof  went  off,  sir,  and  every  thing  is  broken  and  buried 
beneath  the  ruins.’’ 

“Beneath  the  ruins!”  father  repeated. 

“Yes,  sir.” 

“Is  any  one  injured  or  hurt?” 

“No,  sir.” 

“Where  are  the  birds?” 

“All  dead,  sir.” 

Father  was  silent  for  a moment,  then  looking  earnestly  at 
Parker,  said,  “If  ever  I had  a mind  to  knock  any  person  down 
it  is  you.” 

Father  had  not  the  remotest  idea  of  our  sufferings,  although 
being  on  India  "VMiarf,  he  had  in  a degree  witnessed  the  violence 
of  the  wind,  as  hogsheads  of  molasses  were  lifted  up  and  carried 
some  distance.  But  still  he  felt  a perfect  security  in  our  house, 
as  it  was  protected  by  buildings  in  the  rear. 

Father  on  his  return  met  us  with  a smiling  face,  and  a spirit 
of  thankfulness  for  oin*  wonderful  preservation,  and  thanked 
God  that  it  was  no  worse.  He  prided  himself  much  upon  his 
aviary,  and  also  his  garden,  having  various  rare  plants  which  he 
had  imported;  particularly  the  moss  rose,  tulip,  and  hawthorn. 
The  following  morning  he  walked  slowly  and  silently  through 
the  garden,  carefully  cutting  each  tree  and  shrub,  hoping  to 
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find  some  one  of  them  alive;  but  all  were  dead.  Our  beautiful 
orchard  contained  between  fifty  and  sixty  trees;  only  four  of 
them  remained  standing. 

The  buildings  were  repaired,  and  the  rubbish  removed,  but 
nothing  more.  We  then  left  this  scene  of  desolation  and  removed 
near  the  boundary  line  between  Cambridgeport  and  Old  Cam- 
bridge, to  the  building  known  as  the  Opposition  House. It 
took  that  name  from  the  circumstance  of  its  being  set  up  during 
the  night  by  a party  of  gentlemen,  in  1803,  to  prevent  a road 
being  made  from  the  Causeway  to  the  Colleges.  The  proprietors 
of  the  road  were  not  to  be  thwarted  in  their  purpose,  however, 
for  they  branched  off  to  the  right  and  made  the  road  now  called 
Harvard  Street.  The  summer  of  1816-  was  said  to  have  been  the 
coldest  ever  known  in  New  England, — frost  and  snow  appear- 
ing every  month  throughout  the  season.  The  low  temperature 
of  the  atmosphere  was  supposed  to  have  been  caused  by  spots 
appearing  upon  the  sun,  which  were  distinctly  visible.^  For- 
tunately there  was  plenty  of  ^^corn  in  Egypt,’’  or  we  might 
have  suffered. 

We  were  occasionally  visited  by  travellers  soliciting  aid,  food, 
etc.  About  the  middle  of  September,  a person  of  that  descrip- 
tion called,  ha\nng  a stout,  healthy  frame,  and  a countenance 
expressive  of  vice  and  crime.  He  walked  in  and  seated  himself 
without  further  ceremony,  and  asked  for  a glass  of  w^ater, 
which  was  given  him;  he  refused  to  take  it,  saying  he  must 
have  milk.  He  then  walked  to  the  table  on  which  was  a 
box  of  knives,  took  each  one  up  separately,  and  examined  the 
edge  by  rubbing  his  finger  and  thumb  upon  them.  Our  atten- 
tion was  called  to  his  cane;  the  head  being  separated,  a sword, 
or  dirk  w^as  visible.  Mother  w^as  seated  at  the  table,  busily 
engaged;  taking  a chair,  he  seated  himself  directly  behind  her; 
mother  rose  and  removed  her  seat.  He  was  dressed  in  a pea 
jacket,  or  short  overcoat,  inside  of  which  was  a number  of 
pockets,  containing  a variety  of  knives  and  other  deadly  instru- 
ments, which  he  examined  in  the  same  careful  manner.  To  a 
stranger  mother  would  not  have  betrayed  the  least  fear,  bu"  by 
an  occasional  glance  I could  read  the  anxious  state  of  her 
mind.  My  brothers  were  at  school,  and  there  v/as  no  one  in  the 
house  except  my  two  little  sisters.  I could  not  take  them  with 
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me  without  exciting  suspicion,  and  then  again  I dare  not  leave 
mother.  She  desired  me  to  go  up  stairs  and  ask  father  to  come 
down,  as  she  -wished  to  see  him.  I readily  obeyed,  and  returned 
directly,  stating  that  father  would  come  as  soon  as  he  possibly 
could.  He  was  still  examining  his  instruments.  Taking  my 
youngest  sister  in  my  arms,  I passed  into  the  next  room,  hoping 
to  persuade  her  to  remain  w^hile  I went  for  assistance.  I had 
not  reached  the  garden  gate,  wRen  I heard  her  pitiful  voice 
calling  out,  ‘‘O  Ti,  do  not  leave  me!’^  IGiovnng  that  she  would 
impede  my  steps,  and  the  rain  falling  fast,  I hesitated  a second; 
but  I could  not  refuse.  I caught  her  in  my  arms,  and  ran  with 
all  my  speed  to  the  nearest  house  that  was  occupied,  which  was 
on  the  corner  of  Broadway  and  Lee  Streets,  where  an  old 
colored  man  lived  by  the  name  of  Gould,  a soap  boiler  by  trade. 
He  had  just  returned  from  Boston  and  unfortunately  had  taken 
off  his  boots  as  I entered.  Drenched  and  breathless,  I entreated 
him  to  return  with  me.  He  said  it  was  impossible,  as  his  boots 
were  so  wet  that  he  could  not  put  them  on.  I told  him  I would 
assist  him.  Lifting  them  by  the  straps,  and  placing  his  great 
toes  in  one,  I commenced  pulling  with  all  my  strength,  he  shak- 
ing -with  laughter.  Seeing  an  old  pair  of  shoes  in  the  corner,  I 
begged  of  him  to  put  them  on,  and  I would  give  him  a new  pair. 
He  was  between  fifty  and  sixty  years  of  age,  very  corpulent,  and 
weighing  more  than  two  hundred  pounds.  I might  as  well  have 
asked  an  elephant  to  run  a race,  as  him  to  hurry.  He  finally 
started,  I with  my  little  sister  on  one  arm,  and  taking  fast  hold 
of  his  coat  entreated  him  to  hurry,  until  w^e  arrived  at  the  house. 
When  with  fear  and  trembling  I opened  the  door,  and  there  sat 
mother  and  the  old  fellow  just  as  I had  left  them.  He  rose  on 
seeing  us  enter,  and  made  the  best  of  his  way  off.  We  heard 
nothing  further  from  him  except  that  he  called  at  a house  in  Old 
Cambridge,  with  as  little  success. 

December  17th,  1817,  the  Baptist  Church,  situated  at  the 
junction  of  Magazine  and  Brighton  Streets,  was  organized.  In 
March,  1818,  the  Rev.  Bela  Jacobs  accepted  an  invitation  to 
preach  for  a fev*’  weeks,  with  the  prospect  of  finally  becoming 
their  pastor.  His  first  sermon  was  preached  on  Fast  Day, 
April  2nd.  On  April  19th,  Air.  Jacobs  preached  from  Acts  8: 
36-38;  ^‘See  here  is  water!  what  doth  hinder  me  to  be  baptized?’^ 
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after  which  IMr.  Jacobs  repaired  to  the  creek,  and  immersed 
Mrs.  Palmer  and  Miss  F.  Baker.  This  was  the  first  time  the 
ordinance  of  baptism  by  immersion  had  ever  been  administered 
in  Cambridge.  Notvdthstanding  the  day  was  exceedingly  cold, 
there  was  a large  assembly  at  the  water.  On  ^Yednesday,  July 
22d,  1819,  Mr.  Jacobs  was  publicly  recognized  as  pastor  of  the 
Cambridgeport  Baptist  Church.  Dr.  Sharp,  of  Boston,  preached 
from  2 Cor.  5 : 20.  Now,  then,  we  are  ambassadors  for  Christ.’^ 
Dr.  Cano  gave  the  charge.  Dr.  Baldwin  the  right  hand  of  fel- 
lowship, and  Messrs.  J.  Grafton  and  E.  Williams  offered 
prayers. 

From  the  commencement  of  the  pottery  in  East  Cambridge, 
in  1813,  the  porcelain  and  glass  houses  had  been  in  operation  on 
a small  scale  until  the  year  1818,  when  they  were  purchased  by 
a company  who  obtained  a charter,  and  were  organized  as  “The 
New  England  Glass  Company,”  with  a capital  of  840,000,  and 
Edmund  Munroe,  Esq.,  was  chosen  president.  This  establish- 
ment has  been  in  successful  operation  until  the  present  time 
[1858,]  and  has  now  a capital  of  8500,000. 

In  March,  1819,  it  was  proposed  by  J.  T.  Kirkland,  Presi- 
dent of  Harv^ard  University,  Dr.  Abiel  Holmes  and  Professor 
Stearns,  of  Cambridge,  and  Dr.  J.  P.  Chaplin,  of  Cambridge- 
port, to  establish  a high  school,  provided  a certain  number  of 
pupils  could  be  obtained.  The  sum  of  8900  per  annum  was 
offered  to  Mr.  Edward  Dickinson,  a graduate  of  Harvard  Uni- 
versity and  a student  with.  Dr.  J.  P.  Chaplin,  with  the  proviso 
that  the  number  of  pupils  should  be  limited  to  about  thirty. 
Mr.  Dickinson  commenced  teaching  in  an  upper  room  owned 
and  occupied  by  ]\Ir.  Franklin  Sawyer,  on  IMain,  nearly  oppo- 
site Inman  Street.^  He  opened  vfith  fifteen  pupils,  of  which 
number  I am  proud  to  mention  as  my  classmates,  William  G. 
Stearns,  stevv^ard  of  Harvard  University,  Rev.  Dr.  S.  K.  Loth- 
rop.  Dr.  O.  W.  Holmes,  Richard  S.  Fay,  Esq.,  Rev.  Charles 
^ay.  Dr.  J.  H.  Trowbridge,  and  Rufus  Hemmenway.  Among 
the  young  misses,  were  C.  B.  Poole,  adopted  daughter  of 
Andrew  Boardman,  and  Sarah  Margaret  Fuller,  late  Countess 
Ossoli.  As  an  instructor,  Mr.  Dickinson  was  eminently  suc- 
cessful, especially  in  that  important  qualification,  the  power  of 
gaining  the  affections  and  confidence  of  his  pupils,  and  of 
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retaining  a personal  influence  over  them  which  must  remain 
and  act  upon  them  for  good  until  life  shall  end.  Those  young 
masters  and  misses  who  were  so  fortunate  as  to  have  been  his 
pupils,  will  look  back  upon  their  intercourse  with  him  as  a time 
when  their  minds  received  their  impulses  towards  the  noble 
and  elevated. 

On  November  3d,  great  excitement  was  caused  by  the  burn- 
ing of  the  Exchange  Coffee  House,^  Boston.  The  whole  town  of 
Cambridge  w^as  one  blaze  of  light.  The  Exchange  being  seven 
stories  in  height,  and  the  fire  commencing  near  the  roof,  gave 
persons  in  the  neighboring  towns  ample  time  to  witness  its 
destruction.  This  magnificent  building,  which  we  had  passed 
through  a few  days  previous,  we  now  beheld  in  ashes:  forcibly 
reminding  us  how  frail  and  transitory  are  the  beauties  of  this 
world. 

November  29th,  1820,  the  hearts  of  many  were  saddened  by 
the  death  of  an  estimable  and  highly  gifted  young  man,  a rela- 
tive of  one  of  our  first  families,  a graduate  of  Harv^ard  Uni- 
versity, and  student  with  Dr.  James  P.  Chaplin.  Letters  of 
sympathy  were  received  from  friends,  tutors,  and  classmates; 
one  in  particular  from  his  chum  and  classmate,  accompanying 
which  were  some  beautiful  lines.  Ha\ung  preserved  a copy,  I 
will  transfer  them,  as  they  will  in  a measure  portray  his 
character. 

‘‘Quis  desiderio  sit  pudor,  aut  modus 
Tam  chari  capitis?” — Horace. 

TRANSLATION 

‘*What  restraint,  what  limit  can  there  be  to  our  regret  for  so  dear 
a friend?” 

And  now  ^tis  past!  no  more  we  gaze  upon 
That  face  of  youth,  that  once  in  gladness  shone! 

That  fearful  Power,  mysterious,  dark,  and  dread, 

Has  waved  his  mighty  sceptre  o’er  thy  head; 

In  manhood’s  opening  thou  hast  passed  away, 

And  claimed  the  bosom  of  thy  parent  clay; 

The  goal  is  reached;  thine  earthly  race  is  done; 

And  all  we  love,  or  all  we  fear  to  shun. 

Thou  knowest  now,  and  shall  forever  know, 

Still  all  we  pant  for  in  our  spirits  glow. 
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Has  taught  no  lesson  that  we  might  have  learned; 

Yet  thou  hast  reaped  what  earth’s  short  labors  earned! 

There  was  a time, — but  ah!  that  time  is  gone, — 

When  friendship’s  chain  entwined  our  hearts  in  one; 
When  aU  the  future  wore  the  light  of  heaven. 

Yet  now,  alas!  those  chains  are  rent  and  riven; 

But  I can  still  remember  many  an  hour. 

When  thy  glad  soul  exulted  in  its  power, — 

Hope’s  magic  wand  portrayed  in  visions  fair, 

The  phantom  of  earth’s  pride,  in  shapes  of  air, 

Which  looked  as  bright  as  gifted  poets  see. 

When  wrapt  their  souls  in  hohest  mystery. 

Fame,  Love,  Ambition,  Wealth,  on  wings  of  light 
Passed  brightening  on,  and  lured  thy  aching  sight; 

In  high  discourse  our  nights  went  swnftly  by; 

We  talked  of  men  — the  powerful  and  high; 

The  mighty  masters  of  the  olden  time. 

Their  works  of  wonder,  and  their  deeds  subhme; 

Of  all  the  changes  which  ourselves  had  seen, 

Of  what  earth  is,  and  what  it  might  have  been. 

At  eventide,  when  the  bright  sun  went  down, 

Its  glories  rich  magnificently  shone 
Along  the  water’s  pure,  unruffled  breast, 

Which  seemed  to  sleep  with  stiU,  unchanging  rest. 

And  clouds  above,  deep’ning  in  fight  along. 

And  summer  winds;  the  night  bird’s  farewell,  long. 

As  soaring  high  with  darkening  wings  he  went. 
Hovering  along  the  deep  blue  firmament. 

How  often  have  we  wondered;  sights  like  these. 

For  one  like  thee,  had  ever  power  to  please; 

For  thou  wert  one  who  had  a generous  heart. 

Alive  to  honor,  and  averse  to  art. 

The  poor  man  never  turned  away  unheard; 

The  worldling  never  met  thy  frown  unfeared. 

With  that  deep  love  that  noblest  spirits  feel, 

The  voice  of  love  could  from  thy  bosom  steal 
A tear  for  woe,  a smile  for  maphood’s  weal; 

Serenely  gay  in  health,  but  lately  given 
To  sad’ning  thoughts  of  earth,  and  yet  of  heaven. 

And  why?  it  fits  not  me  to  search  and  tell; 

Enough  is  known  in  that  thou  bad’st  farewell 


I 


TO  : •'/.  • :7orf  (iji;’a;:nfr.<v/rr  j.i^i 

• ■ ; ' Mh'‘r  i v ori  :tria»flt'«cH’V 

ii^jQj4S9'i  j-juiirt  d’lib- > ■;••.:’//  V'  • ; : uJ}  JoY 

, . ' — HI  ! n/j  fi'anw  /viodT’ 

/,  ;$21iO, m TiJTf  ' \o_;.!^bfvon^v ’lOir// 

.n6'<s,'rM0  ;,  i 1,7,  !,[  '/"ji.f  :jii -7;.; 

• ■•  ■ 'ttiovh  ? ih'i  3’L'i  [ 'u^H'S’w'a 

""'rt'.ioA  mi  nc'y  ViaH 

•^•v  . ■•  tT,!  i '■?■-■-' v»n-^ti  vrii:  .n®f? 

■■•■••.;;iis]  , v>-Bh«'0i  bT//iT-iioqhiij:iT 

lo  ill  ,d)nq  .a’lthna  to  nv:-  .odT 

•,.  "■  .^9!iiR  .<ididW; 

.ry^^-r  -mi  .1  garb'd  .ni  iar!’t  ■ /■,  ,i; 

JO, e^uiv/  ao  jhb-'V/^aoiJivnyyA. 

•■■  -rm  be'n;^'  bm  ■ •■A  ’ A- 

; '.;.  vl/liv/3  i.'i'. •..•:■  *mo  5)^»jooa.ii» ,iWd  nl  , 

1 --v, oq  oJ.t  — ym  Al>-.  ^*vV 

^,  . ' \ aahJojJrb  lo  ■ -^  "'ov 

rfb:.>7,ts  7ra.;i.*  ^ b i'  ' ^ ' w/ Tf*^nX  ' 

iT'- . OJ : Ui’:  Kf  . "’ 

^ ^ ^ 'AX; 

, •■,■■.'  -XAV;’X:  ■■■  ■ \ ■ ■■  V' 

' ’'■'  .,  ■ .irfuA'i  :inyff  r:*  Iw  * 

,.  - 7 _ ' . ;!tjn  w ?,?I- 

;.  ■ '•  •,  - .•  ih^v.  :^irfol.A  • f 

^dfa/*r;  .r’-.  ib  oa  r-:'', rvy^  ihkr/T  . A ■- 

. /.  a ,'->hhA  rt}  <,  ;... 'qaj^b  .;•,!  Ai'-oh  bnk- 

•,  ^^0^,,^^i5  - ■ :ai;  iX-alv  i‘Ma  ai.  r:  buA 

•,  Aw>  bt.:va 

"\.  '■•■■'■■■  ' ■.'  ■■■  "vao 

f^uoi'fuio^ -0  biui.ofb'/;-  ••)::<>  -f'r't  loY  ' '.v.^? 

••  ■ . J-iis  •, .‘  hr.,n;,;>qiX-;i  o.X^'-^ilA 

■.■•• ■ ; linn^diw  Vi  a-’.fT  'rbT  - 

Ay^rsi'^cij  odT  f’ 

^ alhiqa;M9b.b:-'T.itjflferiJ  iJa'L.  d'lY/  ■■■  • ■ .':••' 

■_  ■ ■■•  . 0.KV45cf  trf'-’  hUt^p,  .'1o  sc^foy.  ^dT  •..?£  . 

,..'  .'  v;.  ’ ' 'a  A 

"y  ■0^.‘V  1.^4' 

■'  ; ' bitii 

Ji-.":  : ;•  ^ iVfWiU  A wb,V®’ 


^ * ' . -'-f  . - " ■/“"  -X-lvTVT'" 


"•r^> 


68 


THE  CA:MBRIDGE  historical  society  [April 


To  all  the  vanities  of  earth  below, — 

Too  early  taught  the  wi*etchedness  of  woe. 

Thy  heart  was  withered,  desolate  and  lone. 

Thy  sun  was  clouded  e’er  it  reached  its  noon; 

The  strong  winds  the  forest  grove  was  shaking. 

The  fruitage  fell  ere  autumn  tide  was  breaking; 

The  myrtle  tree  the  lightning  fire  has  torn, 

The  night  has  darkened  while  we  thought  ’twas  morn, 

The  torch  extinguished,  and  the  vision  gone. 

My  friend,  farewell!  long  years,  and  yet  long  years 
Must  roll  away,  ere  I can  dry  my  tears. 

Kind  heart,  I loved  thee,  as  these  lines  may  teU; 

We  yet  may  meet  again.  Farewell!  farewell! 

In  1821  I took  my  leave  of  Cambridge;  and  fearing  I am 
tarrying  too  long  with  you,  and  may  make  you  twice  glad,  I 
will  notv  bid  you  an  affectionate  farewell.  If  I find  that  I have 
been  well  received,  I will  at  some  future  day  take  up  my 
budget,  and  give  you  another  call. 


Truly  and  affectionately  your  friend, 


s.  s.  s. 
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CRITICAL  AND  EXPLANATORY  NOTES 
By  Thomas  F.  O'Malley 

FOREWORD 

The  April  1859  issue  of  the  New  England  Historical  and 
Genealogical  Register  (vol.  13,  p.  180)  announces  the  appear- 
ance of  Two  Hundred  Years  Ago;  or  a Brief  History  of  Cam- 
hridgeport  and  East  Cambridge  with  Notices  of  Some  of  the  Early 
Settlers.  A Christmas  and  Birthday  Gift  for  Young  Persons. 
By  S.  S.  S.  Boston:  Otis  Clapp.  1859.  12mo.  pp.  111.  It  is  a 
modest,  unobtrusive  little  thing  with  embossed  front  and  back 
covers  bound  in  blue  or  red  cloth.  It  was  ushered  into  the 
world  as  a book  for  young  persons,  but  the  passing  of  years  has 
made  it  of  great  interest  to  adults,  and  particularly  to  those 
who  are  afflicted  with  the  antiquarian  germ.  It  is  not  a source 
book  — far  from  it;  but  it  is  suggestive  of  source  material.  As 
a book  it  is  most  readable;  a pleasingly  gossipy  sort  of  thing 
insofar  as  it  is  a bit  of  personal  reminiscence,  but  after  that  it 
is  oppressively  suggestive  of  belated  reading  from  heavy  sources. 
Nevertheless  it  is  worth  while. 

The  identity  of  the  author  has  been  concealed  and  obscured 
by  a veil  of  mystery.  Harvard's  copy  has  a memorandum  that 
the  book  was  suppressed  by  the  family.  The  publisher  of  the 
book  put  the  author's  S.  S.  S.  on  the  title-page  in  a type  that 
was  shrinkingly  microscopic  when  compared  with  the  full 
capitals  with  which  he  announced  himself.  Well,  in  spite  of  the 
family  and  the  publisher,  the  book  still  lives.  The  copyright 
notation  on  the  back  of  the  title-page  reveals  that  it  was 
entered  by  S.  S.  Simpson.  Who  was  S.  S.  Simpson?  The  book 
itseK  answers  the  question.  It  was  witten  by  a woman  and 
on  the  last  page  she  says,  ‘Hn  1821  I took  my  leave  of  Cam- 
bridge." The  rest  of  the  story  must  be  worked  out  by  devious 
and  expert  interpretation  and  here  it  is,  believe  it  or  not: 
According  to  the  Cambridge  Vital  Records^  vol.  II,  p.  356  (Bos- 
ton, 1915),  Thomas  Simpson  of  Boston  married  Sophia 
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Shuttleworth  of  Cambridge,  July  1821J^  She  left  Cambridge 
in  1821.  According  to  the  Suffolk  Prohate  Records  (File  Xo. 
51,911)  Sophia  S.  Simpson,  T\ddow,  died  in  Boston,  September 
6,  1871.  According  to  the  death  records  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
she  was  sixty-nine  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  her  decease;  she 
was  born  in  England,  the  daughter  of  James  and  Sarah  Shuttle- 
worth.  Her  father  was  no  doubt  a ship  captain  sailing  out  of 
Boston.  That  much  may  be  inferred  from  the  reading  of  her 
little  book.  James  Shuttleworth  was  buried  in  Cambridge, 
‘‘Jan.  8,  1844  a 70  y’^  (Cambridge  Vital  Records,  voL  II,  p.  736). 

S.  S.  S.,  the  writer  of  this  httle  book,  was  an  English  girl 
born  in  old  England  in  1802  and  was  but  nineteen  when  she 
left  Cambridge.  She  was  Sophia  Shuttleworth  Simpson. 

Thomas  F.  OXIalley 


Page  30;  note  1 . 

The  early  and  official  spelling  of  the  name  v/as  ‘‘Phips.”  It  so 
appears  in  the  papers  and  records  of  his  time.  He  was  born  at  Pema- 
quid,  now  Bristol,  -Maine,  February  2,  1650/51;  died  in  London, 
England,  February  18,  1695.  See  “Life  of  Sir  William  Phips,”  by 
Francis  Bowen  in  Sparks’  American  Biography,  First  Series,  vol.  VII, 
p.  6 (1837). 

Page  30;  note  2, 

Bom  in  Rowley,  Mass.,  June  6,  1685;  son  of  Dr.  David  Bennett  of 
Rowley.  Graduated  Harvard  1703.  Became  a councillor  in  1722. 
From  1731  till  1757  he  was  lieutenant  governor,  administering  the 
government  in  1749-53  and  again  in  1756-70.  On  being  adopted  by 
Sir  William  Phips,  his  uncle,  he  took  by  statute  the  latter’s  name. 
See  chap.  45,  Resolves,  1716-17,  vol.  9,  Acts  and  Resolves  Mass.  Bay, 
p.  476  (Boston,  1902).  See  Savage,  Gen.  Diet.  Ill,  422.  Died  in 
Boston  April  4,  1757. 

Page  30;  note  3. 

May  14,  1692. 

Page  31;  notel. 

The  story  related  in  the  text  is  a mixture  of  fact  and  fiction.  While 
'it  is  true  that  Lady  Phips  was  accused  of  witchcraft,  it  is  also  true 
that  she  was  not  imprisoned.  What  really  happened  may  be  gleaned 
from  this:  “In  Sir  William’s  absence  his  lady,  I suppose  on  account  of 
her  name’s  being  IMary  (William  and  Alary),  was  solicited  for  a 
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favor  in  behalf  of  a woman  committed  by  one  of  the  judges,  on  accusa- 
tion of  witchcraft,  by  a formal  warrant  under  his  hand  and  seal,  and 
in  close  prison  for  the  trial  the  next  assizes,  then  not  far  off.  The 
good  lady,  ■propria  virtute,  granted  and  signed  a warrant  for  said 
woman’s  discharge,  which  was  obeyed  by  the  keeper,  and  the  woman 
lives  still  for  aught  I know.  Truly  I did  not  believe  the  story,  till  I 
saw  a copy  of  the  mittimus  and  discharge  under  the  keeper’s  hand, 
attested  a true  copy,  for  which  discovery  the  keeper  was  discharged 
from  his  trust,  and  put  out  of  his  emplo3Tnent,  as  he  himself  told  me.” 
Hutchinson,  Hist.  Mass.,  vol.  II,  p.  61,  n.  See  also  Bowen’s  “Sir 
WilHam  Phips,”  Sparks’  Amer.  Biog.  First  Series,  vol.  VII,  p.  82; 
also  “Cotton  Mather,”  ibid.,  vol.  VI,  p.  237. 

Page  31;  note  2. 

For  an  account  of  Phips’  quarrel  with  Brenton,  Collector  of  the 
Port  of  Boston,  and  Captain  Short  of  the  frigate  Nonesuch,  see  Hutch- 
inson, Hist.  Mass.,  vol.  II,  p.  74,  et  seq. 

Page  31;  note  3. 

Governor  of  Massachusetts.  Born  in  England,  May  30,  1632; 
died  in  Dorchester,  Mass.,  July  7,  1701.  Graduated  Harvard  1650; 
went  to  England  and  became  a Fellow  at  New  College,  Oxford,  but 
was  ejected  from  that  office  on  the  Restoration.  Returned  to  Massa- 
chusetts Bay.  Became  first  Chief  Justice  of  the  Superior  Court  of 
Judicature  of  the  Province,  December  22,  1692,  and  as  such  presided 
at  the  witchcraft  trials.  He  was  narrow-visioned  and  stubborn,  and 
has  been  well  and  truly  described  as  a “rich  and  atrabilarious  bachelor.” 

Page  31;  note  4- 

This  seems  to  be  founded  on  tradition.  If  he  did  build  such  a house, 
its  site  is  unknown. 

Page  32;  note  1. 

Joseph  Lee,  son  of  Thomas  Lee,  Boston  shipbuilder,  and  of  Deborah 
his  wife,  was  bom  in  Boston,  March  23,  1710/11;  24  Boston  Record 
Com.  Report,  Boston  Births,  p.  76.  Graduated  Harvard  1729; 
appointed  special  justice  of  the  Inferior  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for 
Middlesex,  March  7,  1764;  Judge  of  same  court.  May  24,  1769;  special 
justice  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Judicature  of  the  Province,  February 
17,  1773.  He  remained  on  the  bench  until  the  Revolution.  See  Davis’ 
History  of  the  Judiciary  of  Mass.,  pp.  89,  137,  138,  and  141.  In  August 
1774  he  was  appointed  a Mandamus  Councillor,  accepted,  and  took 
the  oath  of  office,  but  was  forced  to  resign  by  his  fellow  townsmen, 
which  he  did  from  the  Court  House  steps.  He  was  of  a mild  and  retir- 
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ing  disposition  and  took  no  active  part  in  the  Revolution,  so  that  after 
a short  absence  from  Cambridge  he  was  permitted  to  return  and  his 
property  was  not  confiscated.  He  died  in  December  1802  in  his  ninety- 
third  year.  See  Stark’s  Loyalists  of  Mass.,  p.  136  (Boston,  1910); 
Historic  Guide  to  Cambridge,  pp.  108,  109  (Cambridge,  1907). 

Page  32;  note  2. 

Correct  spelling  is  Bordman.  This  Andrew’  Bordman  w’as  the  third 
of  that  name.  He  w’as  born  in  Cambridge,  August  1,  1701;  graduated 
Harvard  1719;  succeeded  his  father  as  College  Steward,  1747-50.  He 
succeeded  his  father  also  in  the  office  of  Towm  Clerk,  which  he  held 
thirty-nine  years,  from  1731;  and  of  Towm  Treasurer,  which  he  held 
twenty-three  years  from  1747.  He  was  Representative  in  the  General 
Court  for  tw’enty-two  years,  1742-51  and  1757-68.  On  May  14,  1750, 
the  town  voted  that  its  Representatives  should  serve  the  towm  gratis. 
Boardman  did  so  until  1752,  wffien  he  declined  the  unpaid  honor. 
Later  the  Towm  resumed  payment  to  its  Representatives,  and,  as 
above  noted,  he  served  from  1757  to  1768;  Paige’s  Cambridge,  p.  491. 
In  1768  he  dechned  to  serve  on  the  proposed  committee  in  convention; 
ibid.,  p.  142.  He  was  Register  of  Probate  for  tw’enty-four  years, 
1745-1769;  and  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  seventeen 
years,  from  April  7,  1752  to  the  time  of  his  death;  Da\is’  Judicial 
History  of  Mass.,  pp.  137,  140,  166;  Gould's  Ancient  Middlesex,  p.  207; 
Paige’s  Cambridge,  p.  491.  He  married  Sarah  Phips,  February  25, 
1731/32.  She  died  at  TewLsbury,  December,  1793,  and  he  died  at 
Cambridge,  ^lay  19,  1769.  Paige,  loc.  cit. 

Page  32;  note  3. 

Proper  spelling  is  Phips.  Born  in  Cambridge  and  baptized  in  the 
First  Church  by  Rev.  Nathaniel  Appleton,  September  27,  1724; 
Cambridge  Church  Records,  p.  103.  Graduated  Harvard  1741;  served 
at  Louisbourg  in  1745  under  Pepperell;  Representative  in  1753  and 
Colonel  in  the  Militia;  Commander  of  a vessel  on  Lake  Ontario  in 
1760;  returned  to  Cambridge  as  a Lieutenant  in  the  Royal  Navy’  on 
half  pay;  Sheriff  of  Aliddlesex  County,  1764-75,  during  wffiich  time 
he  w’as  of  Charlestowm;  said  to  have  been  responsible  for  the  removal 
^‘of  two  hundred  sixty  casks  of  powder  and  twm  field  pieces  from  the  Old 
Powder  House  in  Charlestowm  (now  Somer\fille) ; appointed  Alarshal 
of  the  Vice  Admiralty  Court  at  Boston,  July  20,  1775;  wms  one  of  those 
who  addressed  Governor  Hutchinson  in  1774,  and  one  of  the  ninety- 
seven  who  addressed  General  Gage  in  October,  1775.  In  1779  he  wms 
at  New  York,  Master  and  Commander  under  Admiral  Collier;  com- 
manded the  sloop  “Allegiance”  until  captured  by  the  French  in 
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August,  1782;  confined  as  a prisoner  of  war  at  Boston  until  exchanged. 
He  died  at  Bath,,  England,  in  1811.  Stark's  Loyalists  of  Mass.,  p.  149 
(Boston,  1910);  Edward  F.  Jones,  Loyalists  of  Mass.,  p.  235  (1930). 
His  estates  in  ^Massachusetts  and  Maine  were  confiscated  in  proceed- 
ings instituted  by  the  Selectmen  of  Cambridge  begun  October  1,  1777. 
The  original  papers  in  the  case  are  on  file  in  the  Registry'  of  Probate  at 
East  Cambridge,  File  No.  17,360  (Old  Series). 

Page  82;  note  J. 

This  marriage  took  place  March  1,  1754.  In  the  record  the  groom 
is  described  as  of  Salem.  See  Cambridge  Vital  Records,  vol.  II,  p.  237. 
Richard  Lechmere  was  the  son  of  Hon.  Thomas  Lechmere,  for  many 
years  Surveyor  General  of  His  Majesty's  Customs  for  the  Northern 
District  of  America.  Thomas  Lechmere  married  Ann  Winthrop,  a 
descendant  of  Governor  John  Winthrop,  November  17,  1709.  Richard 
the  son,  was  an  Addresser  of  Hutchinson  in  1774;  was  appointed  a 
Mandamus  Councillor  but  did  not  accept.  At  the  beginning  of  the 
Revolution  he  was  of  Taunton,  but  soon  took  refuge  in  Boston. 

Page  82;  note  o. 

James  vs.  Lechmere,  decided  in  1769.  The  action  was  commenced 
in  the  Inferior  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  ^lay  2,  1769,  and  the  plaintiff 
declared  in  trespass  for  assault  and  battery,  and  imprisoning  and 
holding  the  plaintiff  in  servitude  from  April  11,  1758  to  the  date  of  the 
writ.  Judgment  in  the  lower  court  was  rendered  for  the  defendant. 
The  plaintiff  appealed;  and  in  the  Superior  Court  (Suffolk)  the 
defendant  was  defaulted,  and  at  the  October  term,  October  31,  1769, 
judgment  was  rendered  for  an  agreed  sum,  with  costs.  Proc.  Mass. 
Hist.  Soc.,  First  Series,  vol.  Ill,  p.  190:  Coll.  Mass.  Hist.  Soc.,  First 
Series,  vol.  IV,  p.  202. 

Page  88;  notel. 

He  was  born  in  the  West  Indies,  inherited  a princely  fortune,  mar- 
ried in  1734  Elizabeth,  the  daughter  of  Lieut.-Gov.  Spencer  Phips, 
became  at  once  a very  popular  townsman,  and  was  chosen  Selectman 
and  Representative  in  1739  and  again  in  1740.  His  popularity  soon 
fell  off  and  he  was  not  again  elected  to  public  office  until  a few  years 
before  his  death  in  1747.  Early  in  his  political  career  he  was  disturbed 
by  a disparaging  remark  of  a fellow  townsman  and  sought  legal 
redress,  with  disastrous  results.  The  record  of  the  case  is  in  the  Rec- 
ords of  the  Inferior  Court,  ^Middlesex,  December  term  1740,  p.  172. 
By  this  it  appears  that  Samuel  Whittemore,  of  Cambridge,  Deputy 
Sheriff,  on  March  13,  1739,  declared  publicly  that  though  IMr.  Vassall 
had  been  elected  Selectman,  he  “was  no  more  fitted  to  discharge  said 
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trust  than  the  horse  that  he,  the  said  Samuel,  then  rode  on.”  The 
next  day  Vassall  started  suit,  claiming  £1,000  damages  for  defamation 
of  character.  Whittemore  was  arrested  on  the  writ  and  imprisoned. 
At  the  trial,  two  months  afterwards,  the  Court  held  that  “the  words 
. . . spoken  by  said  Samuel  were  not  actionable.”  Vassall  appealed  to 
the  Superior  Court,  which  affirmed  the  finding  of  the  Court  below. 
Whittemore  then  brought  an  action  against  Vassall  for  false  and  mali- 
cious imprisonment  and  recovered  £200  damages  and  costs  of  court. 
So  much  appears  in  the  record.  Tradition  has  it  that  the  execution 
was  served  on  \^assall  at  his  own  table  while  he  was  entertaining  a 
large  and  fashionable  dinner  party. 

As  a member  of  the  General  Court,  Vassall  was  equally  unsuccessful 
in  his  appeal  to  that  body  for  protection  in  a matter  affecting  his 
official  privilege  as  a member.  It  seems  that  one  John  Hovey  had 
recovered  judgment  against  him  on  two  bonds,  notwithstanding  his 
“plea  of  privilege  (as  on  file)  which  was  over-ruled  by  the  Court”  and 
had  levied  on  his  estate.  The  Records  of  the  General  Court  show 
that  an  order  of  notice  was  issued  December  5,  1740,  to  John  Hovey 
and  Samuel  Gookin,  to  make  answer  to  Mr.  John  Vassall,  Representa- 
tive of  Cambridge,  who  complained  of  insults  received  from  them.  On 
December  10,  1740,  the  case  was  fully  examined.  “Then  the  question 
was  put,  whether  it  appears  to  this  House  that  an  attachment  being 
served  on  Air.  John  VassalFs  estate  on  the  18th  of  November  last  is  a 
breach  of  the  privilege  of  the  Alembers  of  this  House.  It  passed  in  the 
negative.”  But  this  was  not  the  end,  for  Hovey  immediately  peti- 
tioned the  House  to  order  VassaU  to  pay  the  expenses  that  he  had 
incurred  by  reason  of  Vassall ’s  groundless  complaint.  The  House 
then  ordered  Vassall  to  pay  Hovey  ten  pounds  for  his  time  and 
expenses  in  the  matter.  Paige,  Cambridge,  pp.  131-132;  see  also 
Batchelder,  Bits  of  Cambridge  History,  pp.  114-233  (1930). 


Page  83;  note  2, 

It  is  definitely  certain  that  he  built  no  houses  in  Cambridge. 

33;  note  3. 

For  a complete  account  of  the  Vassall  houses,  see  Samuel  F.  Batch- 
elder's  “Col.  Henry  Vassall”;  10  Camb.  Hist.  Soc.  Proc.  and  Bits  of 
Cambridge  History;  “The  Craigie  House,  Cambridge,”  by  Samuel 
Swett  Green,  Proc.  American  Antiquarian  Soc.,  April  1900.  The 
latter  work  deals  with  its  occupancy  by  Andrew  Craigie  and  his 
widow. 
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Page  33;  note  4- 

See  Batchelder’s  “Col.  Henry  Vassal!  10  Cambridge  Hist.  Soc, 
Proc.y  p.  35,  Note  1,  and  Bits  of  Cambridge  History. 

Page  33;  note  5. 

The  plan  referred  to  is  the  one  made  in  1759,  a copy  of  which  is  in 
Paige’s  Cambridge,  facing  p.  176.  This  plan  shows  the  several  allot- 
ments and  area  of  each. 

Page  33;  note  6 . 

This  area  was  originally  known  as  “Graves’  Neck”  and  the  “Great 
Marsh”;  later  it  was  referred  to  as  the  Haugh  Farm,  the  Phips  Farm, 
the  Cove  Farm,  and  still  later  as  the  Lechmere  Farm.  The  first 
settler  there  was  one  Thomas  Graves,  a skiKul  engineer  of  Gravesend 
in  the  County  of  Kent.  On  the  tenth  of  March,  1628/29,  the  iMassa- 
chusetts  Bay  Company  in  England  agreed  with  him  to  lay  out  the 
town  of  Charlestown  and  to  give  him  fifty  pounds  a year  and  a house 
and  land  to  live  on.  He  arrived  at  Salem  during  the  first  week  of 
July,  1629,  in  the  fleet  with  Higginson.  Later  he  laid  out  Charles- 
town. He  was  a man  of  importance  and  frequently  consulted  by 
those  in  authority.  It  is  certain  that  he  acquired  land  in  East  Cam- 
bridge and  stayed  for  a few  years,  for  he  was  fiving  on  his  hundred 
acres  of  the  upland  when  on  March  6, 1632,  the  boundaries  of  Charles- 
town and  Newtovme  were  fixed.  Under  that  date  we  find  in  the 
Massachusetts  Bay  Records  this  entry:  “First  it  is  agreed  that  all  the 
lands  impaled  by  Newe  Towne  men  with  the  necke  thereunto  adjoine- 
ing  whereon  Mr.  Graves  dwelleth  shall  belong  to  said  New  Towne.” 
Mass.  Col.  Records,  vol.  I,  p.  102.  Graves  left  his  “necke”  of  land. 
When,  why,  or  where  he  went  we  do  not  know.  It  would  seem  that 
he  left  behind  him  a substantial  house  and  cultivated  lands,  which 
soon  became  the  property  of  another.  In  the  “Registere  Book  of 
Lands  and  Houses  in  the  New  Tovme”  under  date  of  October  10, 
1635,  is  this  entry:  “Atterton  Hough.  In  Graves  his  Necke  Aboute 
one  hundred  and  Thirty  Ackers  with  one  Dwelinge  house  and  out- 
houses; the  oyster  bancke  one  the  South;  Gibons  his  Creeke  on  the 
East  John  Taylcott  North:  William  Westwood  one  the  West”;  Cam- 
bridge Proprietor's  Records,  p.  30. 

Atherton  Hough  was  a man  of  means,  assistant  to  the  General 
Court,  1635-36,  and  later  deputy.  Before  1642  he  acquired  the 
adjoining  lots  assigned  to  John  Talcott,  Matthew  Allen,  and  the 
widow  Hester  Mussey,  so  that  at  that  date  he  had  about  267  acres. 
Subsequently  the  63  acre  lot  of  Governor  Ha^mes  was  added.  In  the 
meantime  Hough  moved  to  Boston,  where  he  died  September  11, 1650. 
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The  farm  descended  to  his  grandchildren,  Samuel  and  Atherton 
Hough,  who  on  February  28,  1699,  conveyed  it  to  John  Langdon  of 
Boston  for  £1,140.  The  deed  describes  the  property  as  the  “Haugh 
farm  in  Cambridge’’  containing  three  hundred  acres.  The  deed  was 
recorded  October  20,  1701;  Middlesex  So.  Dist.  Deeds,  Book  13,  p. 
155. 

August  15,  1706,  Langdon  sold  it  to  Spencer  Phips,  ahas  Bennett. 
The  deed  was  recorded  August  26,  1706,  in  ^Middlesex  So.  Dist.  Deeds, 
Book  14,  p.  101.  Spencer  Phips  died  April  4,  1757,  leaving  his  widow 
Ehzabeth,  one  son,  three  daughters,  and  the  children  of  his  deceased 
daughter,  Elizabeth  Vassall.  On  September  3,  1759,  the  Probate 
Court  appointed  commissioners  and  issued  its  warrant  to  make  parti- 
tion of  the  estate,  which  was  done  and  the  commissioners’  report  w^as 
confirmed  December  13,  1759;  Middlesex  Probate  Files,  0.  S.,  17,399; 
Probate  Records,  vol.  46,  p.  440.  At  this  time  the  farm  w^as  found  to 
contain  326  acres.  The  assignment  to  the  several  heirs  is  showm  on 
the  accompanying  plan.  Described  with  reference  to  present  day 
locations,  the  whole  farm  w’as  bounded  on  the  west  by  a fine  com- 
mencing at  a point  thirty  feet  south  of  School  Street  and  about  one 
hundred  feet  east  of  Columbia  Street,  and  thence  running  northerly, 
nearly  parallel  with.  Columbia  Street  to  Somerville;  on  the  north  by 
Somervulle  and  ^Miller’s  River;  on  the  east  by  Charles  River;  on  the 
south  by  School  Street,  from  the  point  of  beginning,  to  Moore  Street, 
then  on  the  east  by  a straight  line  extended  to  a point  about  fifty  feet 
south  of  Plymouth  Street  and  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  w^est 
of  Portland  Street ; then  turning  at  a right  angle,  the  boundary  line 
extended  in  the  direction  of  the  Great  Dam  (of  wRich  traces  remained 
in  the  1870’s)  to  Charles  River,  crossing  Third  Street,  near  its  inter- 
section with  Munroe  Street;  Paige’s  Cambridge,  p.  175.  Richard 
Lechmere  acquired  the  shares  of  Da\dd  Phips  and  the  Vassall  heirs, 
which,  together  with  that  held  by  him  in  the  right  of  his  wife,  made 
him  the  owner  of  all  the  upland  and  a large  portion  of  the  marsh  in 
East  Cambridge.  Lechmere  w’as  a Loyalist,  and  of  course  his  estate  w^as 
confiscated.  November  30,  1779,  James  Prescott,  Samuel  Thatcher, 
and  Joseph  Hosmer,  being  the  committee  of  the  General  Court  in 
charge  of  the  sale  of  Loyalist  property,  conveyed  the  Lechmere  hold- 
ings in  East  Cambridge  to  Andrew^  Cabot  of  Salem  for  ^‘£45,000  law^- 
ful  money  of  State  of  ^Massachusetts  Bay.”  In  this  deed  it  is  recited 
that  Richard  Lechmere  ‘'had  justly  incurred  the  forfeiture  of  all  his 
Property  rights  and  Liberties.”  This  deed  contained  fuU  covenants  of 
warranty  w^hich  later  made  trouble  w^hen  the  property  came  into  the 
possession  of  Andrew  Craigie.  See  deed  of  Lechmere’s  Estate  to 
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Andrew  Cabot,  Middlesex  So.  Dist.  Deeds,  Book  86,  p.  416.  What 
remained  of  the  interest  of  David  Phips  was  also  confiscated  and  con- 
veyed to  and  confirmed  in  Thomas  Farrington  of  Cambridge  by  deed 
recorded  October  6,  1781.  See  deed  of  Phips  Estate  to  Farrington, 
ibid.,  Book  82,  p.  420. 

Such  was  the  situation  at  East  Cambridge  before  the  opening  of  the 
West  Boston  Bridge  in  1793,  and  before  the  activities  of  Andrew 
Craigie.  Further  consideration  is  taken  up  in  the  note  on  Andrew 
Craigie  on  p.  88. 

Page  34;  note  1. 

Bom  in  Boston,  1728;  graduated  Harvard  College  1748,  and  was  a 
teacher  at  Salem  until  1756.  He  married  Esther,  daughter  of  Edmund 
Quincy  of  Braintree,  and  sister  of  Dorothy  Quincy,  wife  of  Governor 
John  Hancock.  He  studied  law  Tvith  Judge  Chambers  Russell  of 
Lincoln,  and  commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Charles- 
town. He  was  an  able  and  successful  lawyer.  The  following  is  a list 
of  the  commissions  held  by  him:  November  20,  1761,  a Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  the  County  of  Middlesex;  March  25, 1767,  Special  Attorney- 
General;  May  28,  1767,  Advocate  General  of  the  Vice-Admiralty 
Court  of  Massachusetts;  June  24,  1767,  Solicitor-General;  November 
18,  1767,  Attorney  General;  June  17,  1768,  a Justice  of  the  Peace 
throughout  the  pro\mce;  October  17,  1768,  Judge  Commissary, 
Deputy  and  Surrogate  of  the  Vice-x\dmiralty  Court  for  the  colonies 
of  Quebec,  Newfoundland,  and  Nova  Scotia.  He  was  an  intimate 
friend  of  John  Adams.  He  was  proscribed  by  Conspirators  Act  of 
1779.  He  left  New  England  when  the  royal  army  evacuated  Boston. 
He  became  Judge  of  Admiralty  for  Nova  Scotia  in  1788,  an  office 
which  he  held  for  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  died  at  St.  John,  New 
Brunswick,  September  26,  1796.  Stark’s  Loyalists  of  Mass.,  pp.  455, 
456;  Jones’  Loyalists  of  Mass.,  p.  258. 

Page  37;  note  1. 

For  the  real  story  of  this  m3d:h,  see  ‘‘The  Washington  Elm  Tradi- 
tion,” in  Batchelder’s  Bits  of  Cambridge  History,  p.  234. 

Page  37;  note  2. 

Although  Ralph  Inman  owned  nearly  one-half  of  Cambridgeport 
and  cut  a big  and  emphatic  dash  in  his  day  as  a liberal  entertainer 
with  magnificent  hospitality,  it  was  not  until  recent  years  that  any- 
thing was  known  of  his  early  home  or  origin.  There  was  a tradition 
that  he  was  a brother  of  Rev.  George  Inman,  rector  of  Burrington, 
Somersetshire,  England.  This  was  not  known  to  be  a fact  until  the 
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acquisition  of  the  George  Inman  papers  by  the  Cambridge  Histori- 
cal Society  in  1915.  He  first  turns  up  here  when  on  November  2, 
1746,  he  married  Susanna  Speakman,  whose  twin  sister  Hannah  was 
the  wife  of  John  Rowe,  a Boston  merchant,  for  whom  Rowe’s  wharf 
was  named.  See  Proc.  Camb.  Hist.  Soc.,  vol.  19,  pp.  46  et  seq. 

Boston’s  first  families  seemed  to  have  a most  appealing  charm  for 
him,  for  as  his  second  wife  he  picked  Elizabeth  Murray,  sister  of 
James  Murray,  a leading  merchant  of  Boston  and  ancestor  of  the 
Forbes  family  of  Milton.  Most  of  our  information  concerning  Inman 
comes  from  the  “Letters  and  Diary  of  John  Rowe”  and  the  ‘‘Letters 
of  James  Murray,  Loyalist.”  Both  Rowe  and  Murray  were  Loyalists, 
or  Tories  as  they  were  then  called,  and  so  was  Ralph  Inman.  He  was 
one  of  those  who  signed  the  Address  to  Governor  Thomas  Hutchin- 
son, and  that  started  his  trouble  with  the  Provincials. 

But  we  must  go  back  a bit  to  1756  when  he  acquired  his  Cambridge 
property.  Here  west  of  Inman  Street,  just  back  of  the  present  City 
Hall,  he  built  his  mansion,  a large  three-story  house,  where  there  was 
unlimited  hospitality  and  joy.  This  old  house  has  been  pictured  often, 
and  frequently  described.  It  remained  where  Ralph  Inman  placed  it 
until  1873,  when  it  was  moved  to  the  corner  of  Brookline  and  Auburn 
Streets,  where  it  still  stands  buried  in  the  back  of  a tenement  block. 

Before  coming  to  Cambridge,  Inman  was  a member  of  King’s 
Chapel,  but  upon  his  arrival  here  he  must  have  joined  the  First  Parish 
Church,  as  he  appears  to  have  owned  the  pew  number  69  in  the  struc- 
ture completed  in  1759.  When  Christ  Church,  Episcopal,  came  the 
next  year,  he  appears  as  one  of  its  organizers  and  its  first  treasurer. 

The  first  Mrs.  Inman  died  in  1761,  leaving  one  son  and  two  daugh- 
ters. One  of  the  daughters,  Susanna,  married  Captain  John  Linzee, 
of  the  Royal  Navy,  and  was  the  mother  of  the  British  Admiral 
Samuel  Hood  Linzee.  George,  the  only  son,  left  Cambridge  for  Boston, 
fought  on  the  British  side  at  Bunker  Hill,  and  was  a lieutenant  in 
the  British  army,  djing  while  in  service  in  Granada,  West  Indies, 
in  1789.  See  extracts  from  his  Journal  in  Proc.  Camb.  Hist.  Soc.j 
vol.  19,  pp.  46-79. 

Mr.  Inman  remained  a widower  ten  years  and  then  married  for  his 
second  wife  a remarkable  woman,  Elizabeth  Murray,  above  men- 
tioned. She  brought  him  a most  substantial  fortune.  With  her  com- 
ing, life  at  the  Inman  mansion  renewed  its  old  activity. 

The  events  of  the  nineteenth  of  April,  1775,  however,  changed  the 
whole  tenor  of  life.  Mr.  Inman  was  in  Boston,  probably  to  see  his 
daughter,  and  found  himself  shut  in  there.  Mrs.  Inman  was  at  Cam- 
bridge with  the  care  of  the  vast  farm  on  her  hands.  Soon  Cambridge 
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began  to  fill  up  with  Pro\incial  troops,  and  the  Inman  place  w^as 
occupied  by  them.  General  Putnam  established  his  headquarters 
there,  the  house  was  called  Barrack  Number  1,  and  3,460  men  were 
quartered  on  the  premises.  Colonel  Sargent's  regiment  was  there 
during  the  winter. 

Mrs.  Inman  w*as  now  to  all  intents  and  purposes  a prisoner.  Early 
in  May  she  w^as  arrested  on  the  complaint  of  IMr.  Inman's  negro  man. 
Job,  but  as  she  made  a vigorous  and  splendid  defense,  she  was  let  go 
on  parole.  After  the  battle  of  Bunker  HiU  she  w^ent  to  her  Brush  Hill 
property  in  Milton,  occasionally  \isiting  the  Cambridge  estate. 
Shortly  after  the  siege  of  Boston  closed,  the  local  committee  of  cor- 
respondence took  the  property  out  of  her  hands  and  let  it  as  the  estate 
of  an  absentee,  for  forty  pounds.  During  its  occupation  by  the  troops 
the  place  was  badly  damaged,  if  not  almost  ruined  — an  incident 
quite  common  to  military  occupation. 

Due  almost  entirely  to  her  efforts,  the  property  was  returned  to 
Mr.  Inman  at  the  close  of  the  war.  Unlike  many  of  the  Loyalists, 
he  had  remained  in  Boston  after  the  evacuation  and  thus  conserved 
his  rights. 

Mrs.  Inman  died  May  25,  1785,  and  Mr.  Inman  in  May  1788,  and 
his  will  and.  probate  proceedings  are  in  the  probate  office  at  East 
Cambridge.  By  the  terms  of  his  wall,  his  friend  and  executor,  Herman 
Brimmer  of  Boston,  was  directed  to  sell  the  estate  in  Cambridge, 
which  was  done,  and  on  August  21,  1792,  ‘‘all  the  land  . . . situate  in 
Cambridge,  wffiereof  said  Inman  died  siezed"  passed  to  Leonard 
Jarvis,  and  the  Inmans  as  land-owmers  passed  out  of  Cambridge  his- 
tory. Cambridge  Chronicle,  March  28,  1930;  article  by  Thomas  F. 
O'Malley. 

Page  37;  • note  3. 

The  statement  in  the  text  is  incorrect.  On  Friday,  June  16,  1775, 
orders  were  issued  for  Prescott's,  Frye’s,  and  Bridge's  regiments,  and 
a fatigue  party  of  two  hundred  Connecticut  troops  to  parade  at  six 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  wdth  all  the  entrenching  tools  in  the  Cambridge 
camp.  The  detailed  troops  w'ere  also  ordered  to  carry  packs,  blankets, 
and  rations  for  tw^enty-four  hours.  Gridley’s  company  of  artillery 
with  two  field  pieces  was  also  assigned  to  duty  wdth  this  detachment. 
The  whole  was  under  command  of  Colonel  William  Prescott  of  Pep- 
perell,  who  had  orders  to  proceed  at  once  to  Bunker  Hill,  entrench, 
and  defend  the  post  until  relieved.  This  command  paraded  on  Cam- 
bridge Common  at  the  time  appointed,  and  after  a fervent  and  impres- 
sive prayer  by  President  Langdon  of  Harvard  College  from  the  steps 
of  the  building  w^e  later  knew  as  the  Holmes  House,  about  nine  o’clock 
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commenced  its  memorable  march  to  Charlestown.  General  Putnam 
did  not  head  the  detachment  from  Cambridge  to  Bunker  Hill,  nor 
march  with  it.  See  Frothingham’s  Siege  of  Boston,  p.  121  et  seq.,  and 
authorities  there  cited. 

Page  38;  notel. 

August  21,  1792,  Leonard  Jarvis  became  the  owner  of  the  Ralph 
Inman  estate;  Middlesex  So.  Dist.  Deeds,  Book  108,  p.  275.  There  is 
little  available  material  concerning  him.  September  27,  1784,  he  pur- 
chased the  confiscated  property  of  the  Rev.  WilKam  Walter,  the 
Loyalist  rector  of  Trinity  Church  in  Boston.  This  property  was  on 
South  Street,  Boston;  Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  145,  p.  32;  Proc.  Mass. 
Hist.  Soc.,  Second  Series,  vol.  X,  p.  184.  In  1789  he  was  Comptroller 
General  of  the  State  and  had  his  office  in  his  home  on  South  Street ; 
first  Boston  Directory,  1789.  This  office  was  established  by  Chapter 
48,  Acts  of  1789,  which  was  an  Act  to  raise  revenue  by  imposing  an 
excise  duty.  The  law  was  oppressive  and  unpopular,  and  was  repealed 
by  Chapter  14,  Acts  of  1790.  In  the  second  Boston  Directory,  1796, 
Jarvis  is  listed  as  ‘‘Inspector  of  Internal  Revenue  for  Survey  No.  3,” 
wdth  his  ofiSce  on  Kilby  Street.  It  appears  that  he  held  this  position 
in  the  revenue,  service  from  July  15, 1793  to  some  time  in  August  1797, 
when  he  left  the  service.  In  those  days  the  relation  existing  between 
the  Federal  government  and  an  internal  revenue  inspector  was  that  of 
creditor  and  debtor.  As  a result  of  his  service  as  inspector,  ]Mr.  Jar\is 
became  indebted  to  the  United  States  in  a large  sum  of  money  which 
more  fuUy  appears  from  the  following,  taken  from  the  records  of  the 
United  States  Circuit  Court  for  Massachusetts: 

Supervisors  Office,  Boston,  June  7,  1798 

This  certifies  that  upon  a final  adjustment  at  this  oflice  with  Leonard 
Jarvis,  Esq.,  late  Inspector  of  the  revenue  for  the  third  Surv^ey  in  the 
district  of  Massachusetts,  of  his  account  with  the  United  States  in  his 
said  capacity  of  Inspector;  the  balance  which  appeared  against  him 
after  the  legal  fees  and  accustomed  charges  were  allowed  him  was 
S34,324.72J^  cents  which  balance  is  acknowledged  by  said  Jar\ds  in 
an  account  settled  with  and  subscribed  by  him  dated  April  16,  1798, 
which  account  is  now  handed  over  to  John  Davis,  Esq.,  Attorney  for 
the  United  States  in  the  District  of  Massachusetts  for  him  to  produce 
to  Honorable  Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States  sitting  at  Boston  in 
said  District. 

Jonathan  Jackson,  Supervisor  for  United  States 

in  District  of  Massachusetts. 
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On  July  5,  1797,  a writ  in  which  the  United  States  was  plaintiff  was 
brought  against  Leonard  Jarvis,  returnable  October  20,  1797,  in 
which  the  ad  damnum  was  placed  at  fifty  thousand  dollars.  The 
action  was  a plea  of  the  case  for  money  received  for  the  use  of  the 
United  States.  Jarvis  permitted  the  action  to  go  by  default.  On  an 
agreement  for  judgment  in  the  sum  of  -$39,692.21  and  $14.20  costs, 
suit  was  filed  and  judgment  was  entered  on  June  1,  1798  for  that 
amount.  Execution  was  issued  July  6,  1798  and  w^as  levied  on  Jarvis’ 
Cambridge  real  estate,  which  was  subsequently  sold  by  the  United 
States  Marshal.  See  United  States  vs.  Leonard  Jarvis,  U.  S.  Circuit 
Court  District  of  Mass.  No.  15,  October  Term,  .1797;  also  Circuit 
Records,  vol.  I,  p.  266.  These  papers  are  in  the  custody  of  the  Clerk 
of  the  United  States  District  Court,  Boston. 

Page  39;  note  1. 

Judge  Francis  Dana  bought  a part  of  the  Soden  farm  many  years 
after  the  date  given  in  this  text,  and  the  portion  he  bought  from  the 
Soden  heirs  was  hardly  a fourth  of  the  area  stated  above.  Moreover, 
the  consideration  of  8375  alleged  to  have  been  then  paid  must  have 
been  translated  into  the  specie  value  of  1859,  when  Two  Hundred 
Years  Ago  was  written.  When  Judge  Dana  bought  his  Cambridge 
land,  he  paid  in  the  depreciated  currency  of  the  ‘‘rag  money”  period 
which  existed  during  and  long  after  what  John  Fiske  called  our 
‘‘Critical  Period,”  and  he  paid  in  a kind  of  money  that  mounted  large 
in  totals  in  a “rag  money”  way  and  looked  much  smaller  when 
reduced  to  a real  specie  value  a half  a century  later.  Judge  Dana 
bought  more  land  than  he  sold.  In  fact,  he  was  of  the  acquiring  and 
holding  type.  A glance  at  Peter  Tufts’  “Plan  of  Cambridgeport 
Parish”  heretofore  cited  in  these  notes,  will  reveal  the  extent  of  the 
Dana  holdings.  These  several  holdings  came  from  various  title 
sources,  and  have  come  down  to  our  generation  hampered  with  what 
courts  and  conveyancing  lawyers  have  called  the  “Dana  restrictions.” 
The  present  editor  has  found  them  an  occasional  afiiiction  and  now 
and  then  something  even  worse. 

Judge  Francis  Dana  was  born  in  Charlestown,  June  13,  1743,  and 
died  at  Cambridge,  April  25,  1811.  He  was  of  Harvard  1762,  and 
studied  law  with  Edmund  TrowUridge,  the  ablest  common-law^  lawyer 
in  the  Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
in  1767.  From  that  time  on,  his  career  is  a part  of  the  history  of  the 
Province,  the  Commonw^ealth,  and  the  then  new  United  States.  It 
is  reviewed  in  Appleton’s  American  Biography,  vol.  2,  p.  69  and  in  the 
Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  vol.  5 (1930);  and  his  diplomatic 
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career  is  fairly  set  forth  in  Francis  Dana:  Diplomat  and  Puritan,  by 
William  P.  Cresson  (New  York,  1930).  See  also  “Address  at  the  One 
Hundredth  Anniversary  of  the  Town  of  Dana,  by  Richard  Henry 
Dana — 1901.”  Judge  Francis  Dana  was  vigorously  opposed  to 
Thomas  Jefferson  and  while  on  the  bench  was  intensely  Federahstic 
in  his  views. 

Page  39;  note  2. 

The  statement  in  the  text  is  not  supported  by  the  records  of  the 
General  Court.  It  was  eight  years  later  that  the  movement  for  the 
erection  of  the  bridge  was  started.  As  late  as  1793  there  were  but  two 
houses  in  the  present  Cambridgeport,  the  Inman  house  and  one  in 
Pleasant  Street  on  Dana’s  “Soden  Farm.”  The  region  then  was  only 
“the  neck  of  land”  with  no  bridge  to  Boston.  On  January  7,  1792, 
there  appeared  in  the  “Columbian  Centinel”,  pubhshed  in  Boston, 
this  advertisement: 

“West  Boston  Bridge.  As  all  citizens  of  the  United  States  have  an 
equal  right  to  propose  a measure  that  may  be  beneficial  to  the  pubhc 
or  advantageous  to  themselves,  and  as  no  body  of  men  have  an 
exclusive  right  to  take  to  themselves  such  a privilege,  a number  of 
gentlemen  have  proposed  to  open  a new  subscription  for  the  purpose 
of  building  a bridge  from  West  Boston  to  Cambridge,  at  such  place 
as  the  General  Court  may  be  pleased  to  direct.  A subscription  for 
two  hundred  shares  in  the  proposed  bridge  will  this  day  be  opened  at 
Samuel  Cooper’s  office,  north  side  of  the  State  House.”  Four  days 
later,  January  11,  the  “Centinel”  announced  that  this  subscription 
“was  filled  up  in  three  hours.”  A petition  was  forthvfith  presented  to 
the  General  Court  setting  forth  that  erecting  a bridge  over  Charles 
River  from  the  westerly  part  of  Boston  near  the  Pest  House  (so-called) 
to  Pelham’s  Island  in  the  town  of  Cambridge  would  he  of  great  public 
utility  in  which  Francis  Dana  and  others  prayed  to  be  incorporated 
and  empowered  to  build  such  a bridge.  The  General  Court  acted 
quickly  and  on  March  9,  1792,  Francis  Dana,  Ohver  Wendell,  James 
Sullivan,  Henry  Jackson,  Mungo  Mackay,  and  William  Wetmore  and 
Jtheir  associates  were  made  a corporation  under  the  name  of  the  Pro- 
prietors of  the  West  Boston  Bridge  with  authority  to  construct  a 
bridge  as  prayed  for  “with  a good  road  from  Pelham’s  Island  afore- 
said, in  the  most  direct  and  practicable  line,  to  the  nearest  part  of  the 
Cambridge  road,”  and  to  collect  the  toUs  specified  in  the  Act  “for  and 
during  the  term  of  forty  years”;  and  they  were  required  to  “pay 
annually  to  Harvard  College  or  University  the  sum  of  three  hundred 
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pounds  during  the  said  term  of  forty  years/’  Acts  of  1792,  Chap.  45; 
same  in  Mass.  Spec.  Laws,  vol.  I,  pp.  361-364.  By  Act  of  June  30, 

1792,  the  franchise  was  extended  to  seventy  years  and  the  annuity  to 
Harvard  College  was  reduced  to  two  hundred  pounds.  Mass.  Spec. 
Laws,  vol.  I,  p.  394.  February  27,  1807,  the  franchise  was  further 
extended  to  seventy  years  from  the  completion  of  the  Craigie  Bridge  ; 
and  the  proprietors  of  that  bridge,  by  its  charter  then  granted,  were 
required  to  contribute  one  half  of  the  annuity  payable  to  Harvard 
College.  Ihid.y  vol.  IV,  pp.  76-81.  The  bridge  was  opened  for  traffic 
November  23,  1793.  The  “Centinel”  in  its  issue  of  November  27, 

1793,  said:  “The  bridge  at  West  Boston  was  opened  for  passengers, 
etc.,  on  Saturday  last.  The  elegance  of  the  workmanship  and  the 
magnitude  of  the  undertaking  are  perhaps  unequalled  in  the  history 
of  enterprises.  We  hope  the  Proprietors  will  not  suffer  pecuniary  loss 
from  their  public  spirit.  They  have  claims  on  the  liberality  and 
patronage  of  the  government,  and  to  these  claims  government  will 
not  be  inattentive.” 

Page  40;  notel. 

This  date  should  be  1793.  The  facts  about  the  bridge  given  in  the 
text  are  from  Dr.  Abiel  Holmes’  “History  of  Cambridge,”  ColL  Mass, 
Hist.  Soc.,  First  Ser.,  vol.  VII,  p.  4 (1801;  also  issued  separately). 

Page  41 ; notel. 

See  deed  of  Andrew  Bordman  et  ux.,  to  Inhabitants  of  Cambridge, 
dated  July  13,  1802  and  recorded  with  Middlesex  So.  Dist.  Deeds, 
November  1,  1802,  Book  148,  p.  93.  This  deed  was  upon  condition 
that  a public  school  should  be  maintained  on  the  land,  and  provided 
that  in  the  event  that  the  town  should  neglect  to  use  and  occupy  it  for 
that  purpose  it  was  to  revert  to  the  Bordman  heirs. 

Page  4^;  notel. 

The  statement  in  the  text  is  wildly  erroneous.  John  Hancock  had 
no  lineal  descendants.  The  Solomon  Hancock  referred  to  was  born 
July  9,  1776  and  was  baptized  July  14,  1776  and  was  the  son  of  Torry 
Hancock;  Cambridge  Vital  Records,  vol.  I,  p.  323.  Torry  Hancock  was 
the  son  of  Solomon  Hancock  and  his  vife  Mary,  and  was  born  Novem- 
ber 4, 1733 ; ibid.  He  married  Sarah  Wyeth,  July  5,  1774;  ibid.,  vol.  II, 
p.  181.  Died  of  smallpox  July  17,  1778;  Camb.  Vital  Records,  vol.  II, 
p.  587.  Solomon  Hancock,  the  father  of  Torry  Hancock,  was  baptized 
November  10,  1706;  Records  First  Church,  p.  55. 
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Pa^e  Ji2;  note  2. 

Samuel  Hancock,  baptized  August  10,  1777,  was  the  brother  ot 
Solomon  above  mentioned  and,  of  course,  the  ancestral  record  is  the 
same. 

Page  42;  note  3. 

He  appears  as  deacon  of  the  Cambridgeport  Church  at  the  time  of 
its  organization  in  July,  1809,  and  held  that  office  until  his  death, 
August  7,  1862,  at  the  age  of  ninety  years.  He  was  an  assessor  of  the 
town  in  1815.  Paige's  Cambridge,  pp.  312,  468. 

Page  43;  notel. 

Acts  8th  Congress,  2d  Session,  Chap.  6,  1805:  ‘‘That  the  town  or 
landing  place  of  Cambridge  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  shall  be  a 
port  of  delivery,  to  be  annexed  to  the  district  of  Boston  and  Charles- 
town and  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  regulations  as  other  ports  of 
delivery  in  the  United  States."  Approved  January  11,  1805.  See 
United  States  Statutes-at-Large,  vol.  II,  p.  310. 

Page  43;  note  2. 

Royal  Makepeace  was  very  active  in  the  development  of  Cambridge- 
port. He  was  born  in  Western,  now  Warren,  Worcester  County, 
Mass.,  March  29,  1772.  When  about  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  and 
Robert  Vose,  a fellow  townsman,  arrived  in  Boston.  Their  combined 
capital  amounted  to  fifty  dollars,  each  having  borrowed  the  sum  of 
twenty-five  dollars.  After  a short  mercantile  apprenticeship,  they 
entered  into  partnership  and  commenced  business  in  Boston  at  the 
South  End.  Shortly  thereafter  they  removed  to  Cambridgeport  where 
they  erected  the  first  store  after  the  completion  of  the  West  Boston 
Bridge  in  1793.  This  store  was  on  the  northerly  side  of  Alain  Street, 
directly  opposite  Osborn  Street.  In  addition  to  their  regular  business 
as  grocers,  they  commenced  buying  and  selling  real  estate.  This 
partnership  was  dissolved  in  1803  by  the  death  of  Air.  Vose.  In  the 
store,  John  Cook  succeeded  Mr.  Vose  as  a partner.  Rufus  Daven- 
port, a Boston  merchant,  was  the  principal  associate  of  Air,  Alake- 
peace  in  his  subsequent  real  estate  transactions.  In  these  Air.  Daven- 
port contributed  the  larger  part  of  the  cash  capital,  which  was  offset 
by  the  skill  and  judgment  of  Mr.  Alakepeace.  He  was  selectman 
1808-11;  assessor,  1814;  representative  1813-14,  1818,  1827-30.  After 
the  ruin  of  his  financial  enterprises,  he  removed  to  Baltimore.  He 
died  there  June  6,  1855.  Makepeace  Genealogy  by  William  Alake- 
peace; Paige's  Cambridge,  176  et  seq.,  189,  202,  204,  239,  461,  466,  468. 
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Page  44;  notel. 

By  an  Act  passed  June  15,  1805,  Royal  Makepeace,  John  Cook, 
Josiah  Mason,  Jr.,  Daniel  Mason,  and  Andrew  Bordman,  and  their 
associates,  were  incorporated  under  the  name  of  “ Cambridgeport 
Meeting-House  Corporation  ...  for  the  purpose  of  building  a meeting 
house  and  supporting  public  worship  therein,  in  the  easterly  part  of 
Cambridge.’’  Chap.  25,  Acts  1805. 

Of  the  hundred  shares  of  stock  in  this  corporation,  Rufus  Daven- 
port owmed  twenty,  and  Royal  ^Makepeace  seventeen.  In  the  year 
1806  they  erected  a spacious  brick  church,  usually  referred  to  as  the 
‘‘Brick  Meeting  House,”  on  the  westerly  side  of  the  square  bounded 
by  Broadway,  Boardman,  Harvard,  and  Columbia  Streets.  The 
easterly  half  of  the  square  was  given  by  Andrew  Bordman,  and  the 
westerly  half  by  Henry  Hill  and  other  owners  of  the  “hundred  share 
estate.”  The  spot  was  then  a broad,  unenclosed,  and  somewhat 
barren  common.  At  that  time  there  was  not  a single  dweUing-house 
on  Columbia  Street.  The  structure  was  furnished  with  a bell,  and, 
what  was  uncommon  in  those  days,  an  organ.  Its  cost  is  said  to  have 
been  $24,000.  On  January  1,  1807,  the  new  meeting  house  was  dedi- 
cated, Rev.  Dr.  Abiel  Holmes  preaching.  By  an  Act  passed  March  1, 
1808  (Chap.  62,  Acts  1808),  the  proprietors  of  the  meetinghouse, 
together  with  all  the  inhabitants  and  estates  in  the  Fifth  School  Dis- 
trict, in  Cambridge,  east  of  Dana  Street  and  a line  extended  in  the 
same  direction  northerly  to  Charlestovm  (now  Somerville)  and 
southerly  to  the  river,  were  incorporated  as  the  Cambridgeport 
Parish.  For  nine  years  the  parish  existed  without  a settled  minister. 
On  February  2,  1809,  the  “Cambridgeport  Meeting-house  Corpora- 
tion” conveyed  to  the  newly  organized  Parish  the  meetinghouse  and 
lot,  containing  two  acres  with  a parsonage  lot  at  the  northeasterly 
comer  of  Harvard  and  Prospect  Streets. 

This  conveyance  led  to  a curious  and  annoying  bit  of  litigation 
which  disturbed  the  Parish.  At  the  time  the  transfer  was  made,  the 
Meetinghouse  Corporation  was  indebted  to  Paul  Revere  & Sons  for 
the  bell  in  a sum  amounting  with  costs  to  S270.77,  for  w’hich  judg- 
ment had  been  obtained  and  upon  wLich  a partial  satisfaction  had 
been  made.  The  plaintiff  later  sued  upon  his  judgment,  and  execu- 
tion was  issued  for  $358.14.  A committee  of  the  Parish  reported  to  the 
church  that  the  balance  had  been  satisfied  by  setting  off  to  the 
creditor  the  pulpit  together  with  the  right  to  pass  and  repass  through 
the  broad  aisle.  Just  wiiat  sort  of  arrangement  this  w^as,  is  not  clear. 
The  papers  on  file  in  the  case  are  silent  on  the  subject,  but  do  contain 
a memorandum  to  the  effect  that  the  facts  agreed  upon  w^ere  never 
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filed  \\ith  the  Clerk  of  the  Court.  On  August  1,  1821,  Joseph  Revere 
asserted  his  ovmership  of  the  pulpit  and  forbid  its  use  without  his  con- 
sent. Mr.  Gannett,  the  minister,  continued  to  occupy  it  and  on 
August  22,  1821,  was  sued  in  trespass  by  Revere.  The  declaration 
contained  in  the  writ  set  forth  that  ‘'said  Gannett  with  force  and  arms 
broke  and  entered  a certain  tenement  or  building  of  the  plaintiff 
called  a pulpit  situate  in  the  Cambridgeport  meeting-house  in  said 
Cambridge  and  then  and  there  ejected  and  expelled  and  put  out  the 
plaintiff  and  kept  and  continued  him  so  ejected  and  expelled.”  The 
case  was  entered  at  the  September  term  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  1821.  Docket  C.  C.  Pleas,  INIiddlesex,  September  Term,  1821, 
p.  52.  The  court  found  for  Gannett,  and  Revere  appealed  to  the 
Supreme  Judicial  Court  and  the  case  was  continued  from  time  to  time 
until  the  October  term,  1822,  when  Revere  was  non-suited  and  judg- 
ment given  for  l\Ir.  Gannett  with  costs  taxed  at  816.92.  Docket 
Supreme  Judicial  Court,  ^liddlesex,  October  Term,  1822,  No.  23. 
See  also  Discourse^  etc..  Fiftieth  Anniversary  Settlement  of  Rev.  Thomas 
B.  Gannett,  pp.  6,  15,  16. 

The  meetinghouse  was  occupied  until  November  10,  1833,  when  it 
was  so  much  damaged  by  storm  that  it  was  abandoned,  and  a new 
house  was  erected,  in  1834,  on  the  northerly  side  of  Austin  Street 
between  Norfolk  and  Essex  Streets.  The  lot,  having  ceased  to  be  used 
for  a meetinghouse,  was  forfeited  and  reverted  to  the  heirs  of  the 
donors;  Paige,  Cambridge,  p.  182,  n.  There  is  a drawing  of  the  “Old 
Brick  Meeting  House”  in  Discourse,  etc.,  Fiftieth  Anniversary  of 
Settlement  of  Rev.  Thomas  B.  Gannett,”  p.  27, 

Page  45;  note  1 . 

This  is  an  error  — should  be  Canal.  That  part  of  the  present 
Harvard  Street  from  IMain  Street  to  near  Windsor  Street  was  laid  out 
about  1804  and  called  Canal  Street.  See  plans  in  Middlesex  So.  Dist. 
Deeds,  Record  Books,  156,  pp.  515,  516,  and  Book  164,  pp.  540,  541, 
also  File  Plan  311;  Hastings,  Streets  of  Cambridge,  p.  38. 

Page  45;  note  2. 

^ The  only  total  eclipse  of  the  sun  visible  in  New  England  during  the 
first  three  quarters  of  the  nineteenth  century  occurred  on  IMonday, 
June  16,  1806.  It  came  on  at  six  minutes  past  ten,  and  went  off  at  ten 
minutes  before  one.  During  the  period  of  five  minutes  at  about  half 
past  eleven,  it  was  total,  the  moon  during  that  time  being  surrounded 
by  an  illuminated  white  ring,  from  which  issued  minute  and  vivid 
coruscations.  The  facts  narrated  in  the  text  are  borne  out  by  other 
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contemporaneous  accounts.  See  Perley’s  Historic  Storms  of  New  Eng- 
landj  pp.  173,  174. 

Page  46;  notel. 

See  note  p.  86  supra. 

Page  46;  note  2. 

March  1,  1808.  Chap.  62,  Acts  of  1808.  There  is  in  the  Registry  of 
Deeds  at  East  Cambridge  an  elaborate  plan  of  Cambridgeport  Parish 
in  1824  drawn  by  Peter  Tufts,  Jr.,  a w^ell-known  early  surveyor.  It  is 
designated  as  File  Plan  311.  There  is  also  one  in  the  office  of  the  City 
Engineer,  Cambridge  City  Hall. 

Page  46;  note  3. 

By  an  Act  approved  February  27,  1807  (4  Mass.  Special  Laws,  76, 
136),  John  C.  Jones,  Loammi  Baldwin,  Aaron  Dexter,  Benjamin  Weld, 
Joseph  Coolidge,  Jr.,  Benjamin  Joy,  Gorham  Parsons,  Jonathan 
IngersoU,  John  Beech,  Abijah  Cheever,  William  B.  Hutchins,  Stephen 
Howard,  and  Andrew  Craigie,  with  their  associates,  were  incorporated 
with  authority  to  erect  Canal  Bridge,  later  called  Craigie’s  Bridge, 
from  ^Hhe  northwesterly  end  of  Leverett  Street’’  in  Boston  ‘Ho  the 
east  end  of  Lechmere’s  Point.”  It  was  called  “Canal  Bridge”  because 
one  third  of  the  shares  were  to  be  held  by  the  individual  proprietors 
of  the  Middlesex  Canal  Corporation.  The  bridge  was  completed  and 
opened  for  travel  in  August,  1809. 

Andrew  Craigie  was  the  prime  mover  in  the  development  of  the 
present  East  Cambridge.  Little  is  known  about  his  life  before  he  came 
to  Cambridge.  He  was  probably  of  Philadelphia.  He  was  Apothecary- 
General  of  the  Northern  Department  of  the  Revolutionary  Army  and 
was  located  in  Cambridge  during  the  siege  of  Boston.  It  is  the  gen- 
erally accepted  story  that  he  made  a fortune  during  the  Revolution. 
His  activities  in  Cambridge  began  January  1,  1792,  when  he  pur- 
chased the  Vassall  estate  and  took  up  his  residence  in  Tory  Row.  In 
January  1793  he  married  Elizabeth,  the  only  child  of  Rev.  Bezaleel 
Shaw  of  Nantucket.  She  was  a woman  of  unusual  beauty  and  charm, 
and  much  superior  to  Craigie  in  both  education  and  culture. 

It  is  with  Andrew'  Craigie,  pioneer  in  the  development  of  East  Cam- 
bridge, that  we  are  now  most  concerned.  The  opening  of  the  West 
Boston  bridge  and  the  development  of  Cambridgeport  suggested  pos- 
sibilities at  Lechmere  Point,  and  he  soon  proceeded  to  acquire  the 
land  there.  His  earliest  transactions  were  conducted  with  skill  and 
secrecy,  and  his  name  did  not  appear  in  the  records  until  his  whole 
scheme  w^as  an  accomplished  fact.  It  was  not  until  February  14,  1803 
that  he  is  disclosed  as  a party  in  interest  and  that  was  when  he  pur- 
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chased  of  Abraham  Bigelow  about  forty  acres  of  land  formerly  the 
northwesterly  part  of  the  Ralph  Inman,  later  the  Leonard  Jarvis, 
Farm.  Middlesex  So.  Dist.,  Book  176,  p.  401.  Other  purchases  in  his 
interest  had  been  made  at  a much  earlier  period.  Heretofore  it  has 
been  stated  (see  note  on  page  76)  that  the  property  of  Richard  Lech- 
mere  was  confiscated  by  the  State,  and  sold  to  Andrew  Cabot  in  1779. 
This  estate,  together  with  the  share  of  the  Phips  Farm  assigned  to 
Judge  Lee  and  his  vife  and  later  bought  by  Cabot,  was  sold  for  £3,300 
to  Seth  Johnson  of  New  York,  January  31,  1795,  and  mortgaged  by 
him  to  John  Cabot  for  “£2,200  lawful  money  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts.”  Middlesex  So.  Dist.,  Book  116,  pp.  336-338.  On 
December  18,  1797,  Johnson,  for  a nominal  consideration,  gave  a quit 
claim  deed  of  all  his  interest  in  the  estate  to  Bossenger  Foster  of  Cam- 
bridge (who  was  Craigie^s  brother-in-law),  which  deed  is  recorded 
ihid.j  Book  128,  p.  387.  Some  six  months  later  Foster  and  Craigie, 
with  others,  entered  into  a certain  indenture  under  the  terms  of  which 
Craigie  was  to  become  the  owner  of  the  premises  on  the  performance 
of  certain  conditions. 

At  the  time  of  the  confiscation  of  the  Lechmere  estate,  there  were 
certain  rights  outstanding  in  Mrs.  Lechmere  in  her  right  by  inheritance 
from  her  father.  It  now  became  necessary  to  secure  these  reversionary 
rights  of  Mrs.  Lechmere  and  her  children.  These  rights  were  conveyed 
October  14,  1799,  by  Lechmere  and  his  wife  to  Samuel  Haven  of 
Dedham,  whose  vife  was  the  daughter  of  Bossenger  Foster  and  a 
niece  of  Craigie;  ibid.,  Book  134,  p.  476.  Cabot  took  possession  of  the 
estate  under  the  mortgage  from  Johnson,  having  obtained  judgment 
therefor  in  .1800,  and  sold  the  same  to  Samuel  Parkman  of  Boston, 
August  26, 1803.  About  three  years  later,  June  3,  1806,  Parkman  con- 
veyed to  Craigie  all  his  rights  in  the  whole  estate;  and  on  Januarj^  26, 
1807,  Foster’s  mdow  and  administratrix  conveyed  to  Andrew 
Craigie  (her  brother)  the  Johnson  title  pursuant  to  foregoing  indenture. 

Craigie  had  now  secured  a complete  title  to  the  whole  of  the  Phips 
Farm  except  the  share  set  off  to  Andrew  Bordman  and  his  wife.  His 
next  step  was  to  buy  of  Jonas  Wyeth  3d,  February  11,  1807,  about 
forty  acres  formerly  the  northerly  part  of  the  old  Ralph  Inman  or 
Jarvis  estate;  ibid.,  Book  176,  p.  402.  On  May  5,  1807,  he  acquired 
from  the  heirs  of  Ebenezer  Shed  about  five  acres  lying  partly  in 
Somerville  and  adjoining  the  land  bought  from  Wyeth.  His  holdings 
now  amounted  to  about  three  hundred  acres  in  two  parcels  nearly 
adjoining  each  other.  The  easterly  parcel  included  almost  the  whole 
of  East  Cambridge  and  extended  westerly  to  a point  near  the  inter- 
section of  Webster  Avenue  with  Cambridge  Street,  bounded  southerly 
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by  a line  passing  near  the  intersection  of  Windsor  Street  with  Webster 
Avenue.  The  westerly  parcel  extended  from  Elm  Street  to  a line  about 
midway  between  Fayette  Street  and  Alaple  Avenue;  its  southern 
boundary  was  old  lane,  long  ago  discontinued,  commencing  on  Inman 
Street,  one  hundred  and  seventy  six  feet  south  of  Broadway  and 
crossing  Broadway  near  its  intersection  with  Elm  Street;  on  the  west 
side  of  Inman  Street,  the  south  boundary  was  a line  var>dng  from  four 
hundred  to  three  hundred  feet  north  of  Broadway. 

Craigie's  title  to  this  whole  area  was  substantially  complete  as  it 
was  within  his  control,  yet  it  was  not  a clear  record  title,  for  the  rever- 
sionary Lechmere  rights  were  stiU  in  the  name  of  his  relative,  Samuel 
Haven.  For  the  success  of  his  general  plan  he  preferred  to  let  this  part 
of  his  title  remain  where  it  then  was. 

It  will  be  recalled  that  the  Commonwealth’s  deed  to  Andrew  Cabot 
contained  full  covenants  of  warranty  which  bound  the  Common- 
wealth to  stand  back  of  it.  About  this  time  Craigie  evidently  con- 
ceived the  idea  of  holding  the  Commonwealth  to  the  terms  of  its  con- 
veyance, and  at  about  the  same  time  the  Commonwealth’s  law  officers 
suspected  Craigie ’s  purpose  and  proceeded  to  check  it.  How  much  or 
little  was  known  of  the  relations  of  Craigie  and  Haven  is  a matter  of 
conjecture;  at  any  rate,  somebody  was  suspicious  that  there  was  some- 
thing under  cover.  As  early  as  June  21,  1806,  he  suggested  a claim 
against  the  Commonwealth  for  damages  on  account  of  “a  breach  of 
the  covenants  of  warranty”  in  the  deed  of  the  Lechmere  estate  to 
Cabot.  It  was  at  this  precise  time  that  he  was  seeking  an  act  to  incor- 
porate a company  to  build  “a  dam  from  Prison  Point  in  Charlestown 
to  Lechmere  Point  in  Cambridge  and  erecting  miUs  on  the  same.” 
This  was  the  opportune  time  for  the  Commonwealth  to  rid  itself  of 
liability  on  the  troublesome  covenants ; so  the  General  Court  inserted 
in  the  Act  of  incorporation  a provision  that  it  should  ‘^be  of  no  avail 
or  effect  . . . until  a release  and  discharge  of  all  the  covenants  of  war- 
ranty made  by  this  Commonwealth  of  any  of  the  lands  conveyed  by 
said  Commonwealth,  lying  at  or  near  Lechmere’s  Point  mentioned  in 
this  Act,  shall  be  obtained  from  the  person  or  persons  who  are  legally 
authorized  to  make  such  a release  or  discharge.”  Eight  months  later 
a similar  provision  was  inserted,  incorporating  the  Canal  Bridge 
project.  The  record  of  this  claim  for  damage  appears  in  the  Council 
Records,  February  9,  1807,  while  the  bridge  petition  was  before  the 
General  Court.  It  is  thus:  “The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  Memorial  of  Andrew  Craigie,  praying  that  some  measures  might 
be  adopted  to  ascertain  the  terms  on  which  his  claim  to  damages  for  a 
breach  of  the  covenant  of  warranty  contained  in  a deed  made  by  this 
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Commonwealth  to  Andrew  Cabot  of  land  King  at  or  near  Lechmere^s 
Point,  so-called,  and  on  which  the  same  claim  m.ay  be  adjusted,  beg 
leave  to  report:  that  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  November  1779,  this 
Commonwealth  by  its  Committee  conveyed  to  Andrew*  Cabot  the 
fifty-four  acres  and  one  quarter  of  land  as  stated  in  the  said  memorial, 
in  w*hich  deed  of  conveyance  there  was  a general  warranty  against  the 
lawful  claims  and  demands  of  all  persons;  that  said  Andrew  Craigie, 
by  sundr>^  successive  conveyances  duly  executed,  is  the  assignee  of  the 
said  Cabot,  and  is  by  law*  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  said  w*arranty  and 
capable  of  discharging  the  same;  that  the  said  fifty-four  acres  and  one 
quarter  of  an  acre,  on  the  death  of  Richard  Lechmere,  w*ill  by  law 
revert  to  ]\Iary  Lechmere  his  w*ife,  or  to  her  heirs,  in  whose  right  the 
said  Richard  possessed  the  same  at  the  time  of  its  confiscation;  that  the 
land  in  question,  from  its  local  situation,  appears  to  be  capable  of 
important  improvements,  but  from  various  connecting  circumstances 
it  is  very  difficult  to  ascertain  its  value  to  the  proprietor;  that  he  has 
mentioned  no  sum  of  money  for  which  he  w’ould  discharge  the  Com- 
monw*ealth  from  the  warranty,”  etc.  The  Committee  thus  reported 
the  facts  w*ithout  any  specific  recommendation.  It  was  now*  apparent 
to  Craigie  that  the  Commonw*ealth  w*as  not  going  to  give  him  com- 
pensation for  what  he  already  had,  and  if  he  did  not  want  to  forfeit 
the  privilege  of  erecting  the  dam  and  bridge  he  had  better  abandon 
his  claim.  He  decided  to  abandon  the  claim.  On  May  9,  1808,  in  con- 
sideration of  the  right  granted  him  by  the  two  Acts  of  the  General 
Court  in  1807  and  1808  (the  dam  and  bridge  Acts),  he  executed  a 
release  to  the  Commonwealth  w’hich  w*as  accepted  and  approved  by 
the  Governor,  iMay  12,  1808.  He  then  proceeded  to  clear  up  his  own 
record  title  by  recording  a release  from  his  kinsman,  Samuel  Haven, 
who  had  held  the  Lechmere  rights  for  him  since  October  14,  1799. 

The  privilege  of  erecting  a bridge  and  making  the  other  improve- 
ments authorized  by  the  General  Court  vastly  enhanced  the  value  of 
the  property.  As  nearly  as  can  be  obtained  from  the  records,  Craigie' 
paid  less  than  twenty  thousand  doUars  for  the  whole  estate.  Reserv- 
ing sufficient  land  and  fiats  for  the  construction  of  the  bridge  and  the 
location  of  a toU  house,  he  put  the  remainder  on  the  market  at  the 
price  of  three  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dollars,  in  sixty  shares  of 
six  thousand  doUars.  Harrison  Gray  Otis  and  five  others  together  pur- 
chased ten  shares  at  this  price.  The  bridge  w*as  completed  in  1809 
and  roads  w*ere  opened  to  Cambridge  Common,  Medford,  and  else- 
where, to  attract  travel  from  the  country  to  Boston  over  this  route. 
At  this  time  there  w*as  but  a single  family  inhabiting  this  area  and  it 
was  in  the  old  Phips  Farm  house.  In  1810  the  Lechmere  Point  Cor- 


I. . 


[isoi 


J V 

fip 

''  Ji'.i:  no:. 

;l;.'  ;:': 


l::A  'JJ:  d^L50WitC^:i(';o;> 
0 ,)tTroS[ 

li,  ■ "“'"'•■roi  oJ  3V:iol  : 

' d:i.i9W£Iv-^;ia0v> 

‘ ' .’  ' ■ ' > hii'i h d r>  a i v rt i 


-•'.'/•jt'.'-  '■  'i;..i  .■)  • ■ ■ » 


'7  '<;il 


) 


C,2JtXJ 

: 


'■  •••:'.  :.-i  ji’ifilfp 
\<  ^ • . ■:  ■ ■;  .7!/.  ..)J 

U i ?- ■'  hi^,9 

' tk'j^cjL  ;4l  ■-■  .!;■>'  fti  ba.ci. 

> t ' k'.noqad’ 

air  y*-.  ;•/  ;(  " v^X 

^ n ■’ •::<  ■ ,.  ■•:■  ' a )m 


'iP 


.^4'4-r-  ■' 


7^ pr  7 - -j: m 1 Dt\ :;:7  7 

),  '■  ^ ';r  ^ . 

■ ''-vAOjt  0 itiiJ  \.  jj‘  ''■■i':  V'l  1;?  I,  ' 

" ‘'"...v,.' c»ift  {4  anf^  h'iitisc^  H • lihn'-Hs-' 

h i ' %b}  m.;  j . 

,.d  b-^vr.jqrjd  »*,  ..  . w if^Hw  iMio"'  ' * r 5]  . 

.i^vr-  =:.V'  flwd : v*Ll  ;,.t.J 

. ■ - 4 ?id  /HOfi  :.  - ••*•■■■' H-v-.  CZu^m 


I -.I- 1 'io4op--0  90f7.5:  iTlid  '10l  c}  ■.,  • 

mdh;.  >dj  bflji  T^bhdd 


'Ms  ■M-f( 


1 'vaTi"' 


i?)  vlfatr/'  Uu^^-k  ' 

r.  ■-'  ■■■'  7 

'•"•  :■■;.■  "■  . .,  v..  i '>dy -jol  fej.r 

dL 7'  '■':■■■  ■wiT-j.vjq-  fd  , 


■ ,\*  i7»7*^,'.  vl ' j.-.  :i  V/ ‘ ' ■ JJl  ■ 

>1-  ('p/,  rvU 

: •'  njifH  i !/jq 


I -y. 


! rVf/i 

i.  <■.  r?" 


, . '..I'juPi* 

■)  ni.  D.: 


■ ^ ps-f  7.  ■' 

' . V ■ • ■■'is> 
J ■ ■ ; rw7H 


:t',  ••i£3i- 
i.'jA.  p 


■■:  f d-d  :A 


Hj^j  ' .Pi:i:.  1 


,v' J 


7 v\>: 


■:;,i1  xxl  &xw 


92 


THE  CA:MBRIDGE  historical  society  [Aprii, 


poration  was  formed,  and  streets  and  lots  were  laid  out.  The  first 
deed  of  a house  lot,  placed  on  record,  is  dated  August  20, 1810  (Middle- 
sex So.  Dist.  Deeds,  Book  187,  p.  508)  and  conveyed  to  Samuel  S. 
Green  the  lot  on  the  northeasterly  corner  of  Cambridge  and  Second 
Streets.  A part  of  the  original  house  on  this  lot  is  said  to  be  still  in 
existence,  embodied  in  the  tenement  block  now  there. 

Sales  of  lots  were  few.  Prior  to  September  20,  1813,  but  ten  deeds 
of  lots  were  placed  on  record.  On  that  day  a sale  was  made  to  Jesse 
Putnam,  which  contributed  materially  to  the  prosperity  of  the  local- 
ity. This  was  of  a lot  bounded  on  East  Street  400  feet;  on  North 
Street  400  feet;  on  Water  Street  300  feet;  and  ‘‘on  land  covered  by 
water”  about  400  feet.  In  March  following,  Putnam  conveyed  this 
lot  to  the  Boston  Porcelain  and  Glass  Company,  the  first  manufac- 
turing venture  in  East  Cambridge. 

The  one  event  that  assured  the  successful  development  of  the  ambi- 
tious plan  was  the  removal  of  the  county  offices  from  Harvard  Square. 
In  1813  the  Lechmere  Point  Corporation  agreed  with  the  Court  of 
Sessions  to  give  to  the  County  of  Aliddlesex  the  square  bounded  by 
Otis,  Second,  Thorndike,  and  Third  Streets,  and  a lot  seventy-five 
feet  in  width  across  the  westerly  side  of  the  square  bounded  by  Thorn- 
dike, Second,  Spring,  and  Third  Streets,  and  would  erect  thereon  a 
court  house  and  jail  satisfactory  to  the  Court,  at  an  expense  to  the 
corporation  not  exceeding  twenty-four  thousand  dollars,  on  condition 
that  the  County  would  use  the  buildings,  as  soon  as  completed,  for  the 
purposes  designed.  The  town  most  earnestly  and  vigorously  protested 
against  the  removal  of  the  Courts  and  records  from  Harvard  Square, 
but  in  vain.  At  the  March  Term  of  the  Court,  1816,  a committee 
reported  that  the  court  house  and  jail  were  satisfactorily  completed, 
and  the  County  took  possession;  and  the  Courts,  records,  and  jail 
have  been  there  since.  The  construction  work  cost  the  Corporation 
$4,190.78  in  excess  of  the  twenty-four  thousand  dollars  offered,  and 
the  excess  was  paid  by  the  County. 

For  a time  Andrew  Craigie  enjoyed  immense  wealth  but  it  gradually 
slipped  away  from  him.  His  ambitious  projects  in  Cambridge  real 
estate  proved  premature.  He  died  at  Cambridge,  September  19,  1819, 
a bankrupt.  The  best  account  of  his  career  and  perhaps  the  most 
authentic  is  to  be  found  in  “The  Craigie  House,  Cambridge,”  by 
Samuel  Sweet  Green,  Proc.  American  Antiquarian  Soc.j  April,  1900. 

Page  48;  note  1 . 

Gideon  Tirrell,  mason.  See  Middlesex  So.  Dist.  Book,  189,  p.  454. 
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The  site  referred  to  is  the  northeast  corner  of  Cambridge  and  Second 
Streets.  Ihid. 

Page  49;  note  1 . 

He  was  born  in  Chilmark,  July  11,  1778,  ten  years  earlier  than  the 
date  given  in  the  text.  There  is  a short  sketch  of  his  life,  together  with 
excerpts  from  a diary  kept  by  him  while  a student  at  Harvard,  which 
may  be  found  in  Proc.  Camh.  Hist.  Soc.,  vol.  11,  p.  33. 

Page  50;  notel. 

Famous  in  the  annals  of  New  England  as  ^‘Cold  Friday.”  It  was 
said  to  have  been  the  most  severe  day  experienced  here  from  the  first 
settlement  of  the  country  to  that  time.  The  preceding  day  and  eve- 
ning had  been  mild  with  a warm  south  vfind,  but  about  four  o’clock 
in  the  afternoon  there  was  a squall  of  snow  and  a violent  north-north- 
west gale.  At  Salem  the  temperature  dropped  fifty  degrees  in  eighteen 
hours.  The  strong  piercing  wind  enhanced  the  cold  to  a great  degree. 
No  temperature  records  are  available  for  Cambridge,  but . Salem 
registered  five  degrees  below  zero,  while  in  southern  New  Hampshire 
thirteen  and  fourteen  degrees  below  zero  were  noted.  See  Perley’s 
Historic  Storms  of  New  England,  p.  180.  The  w’inter  of  1857  was  far 
more  severe  than  that  of  1810.  On  January  18  and  19,  1857,  the  tem- 
perature at  Cambridge  was  reported  twenty-five  degrees  below  zero, 
and  at  Cambridgeport,  eighteen  degrees  below  zero.  N.  E.  Hist,  and 
Gen.  Reg.,  vol.  12,  p.  128. 

Page  52;  notel. 

The  incident  here  referred  to  happened  at  Sanborntown,  New 
Hampshire.  Perley,  Historic  Storms  of  New  England,  p.  181. 

Page  54;  notel. 

I am  very  much  in  doubt  about  the  locus  and  the  identity  of  the 
^‘Mr.  McDonner”  named  in  the  text.  The  date  would  place  the  trans- 
action about  1811.  There  is  a deed  on  record  at  East  Cambridge  from 
Asa  Brown  to  Anna  IMacDonough,  single  woman,  and  Chandler 
^‘Ilobbins,  Esq.,  both  of  Boston  (Book  270,  p.  31)  to  a lot  on  Spring 
Street;  but  that  deed  is  dated  September  29,  1826,  five  years  after  the 
author  of  this  book  left  Cambridge,  and  fifteen  years  after  the  time 
indicated  in  the  text.  The  deed  referred  to  covers  property  not  far 
from  where  S.  S.  S.  Uved.  I doubt  very  much  whether  “McDonner” 
ever  owned  it,  and  I am  quite  certain  that  he  never  conveyed  to 
Peletiah  Rea. 
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Page  55;  note  1 . 

Jessie  Putnam,  Thomas  Curtis,  and  Ceorge  Blake  were  incor- 
porated February  4,  1814,  as  the  Boston  Porcelain  and  Class  Co.,  with 
a capital  of  8200,000;  Alass.  Special  Laws,  vol.  IV,  p.  511.  On  March 
16  of  the  same  year,  Putnam  conveyed  to  the  corporation  the  lot  on 
North  Street  that  he  bought  from  the  Lechmere  Point  Corporation  in 
the  preceding  September.  Although  the  factory  was  built  in  an  excel- 
lent location,  close  to  the  highway  and  the  waterfront,  the  company 
did  not  flourish.  In  1815  the  building  was  leased  to  Emmet,  Fisher, 
and  Flowers.  They  operated  the  plant  for  a time  but  without  success, 
and  by  1817  dissolved.  The  Boston  Porcelain  and  Class  Co.,  dis- 
couraged by  repeated  failures,  decided  to  end  their  business,  and  in 
November  1817  they  disposed  of  their  entire  property  at  auction.  It 
was  purchased  by  the  New  England  Class  Co.,  which  w'as  incor- 
porated February  16,  1818;  JMass.  Special  Law^s,  vol.  V,  p.  223.  By  the 
act  of  incorporation  Amos  Binney,  Edmund  Munroe,  Daniel  Hastings, 
Demming  Jarvis,  and  their  associates  w'ere  privileged  to  manufacture 
flint  and  crowm  glass”  in  the  towTis  of  Boston  and  Cambridge.  The 
New  England  Class  Co.  was  a highly  successful  concern,  and  con- 
tinued in  operation  until  1888,  when  on  account  of  labor  troubles  it 
closed,  and  its  owners  went  to  Toledo,  Ohio,  and  organized  the  Libbey 
Glass  Co.,  which  is  still  a going  and  most  successful  concern.  In  1894 
the  East  Cambridge  property  was  sold  to  the  West  End  Street  Rail 
Road  Company.  On  July  21,  1921,  the  great  chimney  was  taken 
down.  The  glass  industry  w^as  the  great  one  of  its  day  in  East  Cam- 
bridge. It  built  the  community.  Every  vestige  of  it  has  disappeared. 
See  Lura  W.  Watkins’  Cambridge  Glass,  pp.  2—10  (Boston,  1930) ; and 
“Early  Glass  Making  in  East  Cambridge,”  Proc.  Canib.  Hist.  Soc., 
vol.  19,  p.  32  [1926]. 

Page  56;  note  1. 

Thomas  Brattle  Gannett,  son  of  Caleb  Gannett  and  Katherine 
Wendell  Gannett,  was  born  in  Cambridge,  February  20,  1789;  Camh. 
Vital  Records,  vol.  I,  p.  280.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  entered  Harvard 
College  and  graduated  in  regular  course  in  1809.  After  completing  his 
studies  in  dhinity,  he  w’as  in\ited  to  become  minister  of  “the  Cam- 
bridgeport  Parish.”  He  accepted  the  in\fltation,  and  w*as  ordained 
January  19,  1814.  In  the  spring  of  1833,  at  his  owm  request,  his  official 
connection  with  the  parish  w^as  dissolved.  He  was  Representative 
from  Cambridge  1834-37  and  also  1838;  served  on  the  School  Com- 
mittee and  w^as  Towm  Clerk  1840-42;  Paige,  Cambridge,  pp.  461,  469. 
In  1843  he  removed  to  South  Natick,  wLere  he  lived  until  his  death 
April  19,  1851;  Discourse  on  the  Fiftieth  Anniversary  of  Settlement  of 
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Thomas  B.  Gannett,  First  Minister  of  Cambridgeport  Parish,  Cam- 
bridge Chronicle,”  April  26,  1851. 

Page  56;  note  2. 

Probably  the  daughter  of  Gideon  White  of  Shelburne,  a native  of 
Plymouth,  Mass.,  who  had  fought  as  a volunteer  on  the  British  side  at 
Bunker  HiU.  His  father,  fearing  the  consequence  of  this  act,  had  sent 
him  away  to  Nova  Scotia,  While  on  his  way  from  Halifax  to  Yar- 
mouth he  had  been  captured  at  Barrington,  at  the  house  of  John 
Coffin,  by  the  crew  of  a Plymouth  armed  vessel,  taken  home,  and 
thrown  into  prison.  On  his  release  he  entered  the  British  service  as  an 
officer.  In  1783  he  retired  with  his  regiment  to  Jamaica,  but  subse- 
quently settled  at  Shelburne,  where  he  died.  Many  of  his  descendants 
are  now  hving  there.  “The  Loyalists  at  Shelburne,”  Coll.  Nova  Scotia 
Hist.  Soc.,  vol.  8,  p.  54,  n. 

Page  59;  note  1 . 

The  storm  here  mentioned  was  that  of  Saturday,  September  23, 
1815.  It  began  at  three  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  Friday  the  twenty- 
second,  when  the  wind  was  from  the  northeast  with  heavy  rain  until 
sunrise.  After  sunrise,  there  were  indications  of  clearing  weather,  but 
during  the  forenoon  it  grew  thicker  and  darker  and  in  the  afternoon 
the  wind  blew  Tvith  increased  force.  The  storm  reached  the  height  of 
its  fury  about  ten  o’clock  Saturday  morning,  when  the  wind  shifted  to 
the  southeast.  This  storm  exceeded  in  violence  and  caused  greater  and 
more  general  disaster  than  any  known  since  the  settlement  of  the 
country.  Before  nightfall  on  Saturday  the  wind  changed  to  the  south- 
west, the  storm  subsided,  and  pleasant  weather  returned.  During  the 
heaviest  part  of  the  gale  fires  could  not  be  kept  in  the  houses,  being 
blown  out  as  fast  as  lighted.  The  intensity  of  the  gale  drove  seagulls 
and  other  water  birds  as  far  inland  as  Grafton  and  Worcester.  Perley’s 
Historic  Storms  of  New  England,  pp.  187  et  seq. 

Page  63;  note  1. 

About  this  time,  apart  from  the  Inman  house,  there  were  but  three 
houses  in  the  Cambridgeport  area,  viz. : the  Dana  house,  the  Clark,  and 
the  “Opposition  House.”  The  latter  came  into  existence  as  stated  in 
the  text.  It  was  slightly  west  of  Lee  Street  and  south  of  Harvard 
Street.  There  is  a lot  indicated  on  Peter  Tufts’  plan  of  Cambridge- 
port Parish,  1824,  which  probably  is  its  site.  See  further  Dr.  Holmes’ 
Boston,  by  Caroline  Ticknor,  p.  20;  also  File  Plan  311,  Middlesex  So. 
Dist.  Deeds. 
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Page  63;  note  2. 

Since  that  time  the  year  has  been  generally  called  “poverty  year,” 

’ a name  given  because  so  many  of  the  crops  proved  a failure.  Some 
have  spoken  of  it  as  the  vear  of  “eighteen  hundred  and  froze  to  death.” 
In  New  Hampshire  and  parts  of  Massachusetts  but  little  pork  was 
fattened  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of  corn,  and  people  used  mackerel 
as  a substitute  for  pork  flesh.  For  this  reason  the  name  given  to  the 
year  there  was  “mackerel  year.”  Snow  fell  on  the  seventh  of  June 
sufficient  to  cover  the  ground  at  Newton,  !Mass.  See  Perley's  Historic 
Storms  of  New  England,  p.  204  et  seq. 

Page  63;  note  3. 

It  would  seem  that  this  year  brought  an  earthquake  in  its  train. 
The  Rev.  John  F.  W.  Ware  in  his  Discourse  on  the  Fiftieth  Anniversary 
of  the  Settlement  of  Rev.  Thomas  B.  Gannett  as  First  Minister  of  the 
Camhridgeport  Parish,  says:  “On  a Sunday  in  August,  1816,  an  earth- 
quake of  some  violence  occurred  during  the  service,  greatly  alarming 
the  people,  who  fled  from  door  and  window,  and  could  not  be  induced 
to  return;  -while  the  officiating  clerg5unan,  a stranger,  in  his  fright 
jumped  over  the  pulpit.  There  were  some  who  thought  the  steeple 
was  falling,  while  others  considered  it  simply  a local  disturbance.  I am 
told  that  apprehension  of  disaster  had  before  existed  in  the  minds  of 
some,  from  the  character  of  the  land  on  which  the  church  stood.” 
See  Discourse,  etc.,  p.  17.  There  is  an  article  describing  this  event  in 
the  “Cambridge  Chronicle”  for  January  30,  1864. 

Page  65;  notel. 

This  was  probably  the  one  known  as  the  “ Cambridgeport  Private 
Grammar.”  See  Miss  S.  S.  Jacobs'  “Some  Cambridge  Schools  in  the 
Olden  Time,”  in  Cambridge  Sketches,  p.  67;  Ticknor's  Dr.  Holmes^ 
Boston,  p.  19. 

Page  66;  notel. 

It  stood  on  the  southeast  corner  of  State  and  Devonshire  Streets. 
The  house  was  built  in  1804  and  burnt  in  1818;  rebuilt  in  1822  and 
closed  as  a tavern  in  1854.  Drake- Watkins,  Old  Boston  Taverns,  p.  108. 
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ON  A CERTAIN  DEPLORABLE  TENDENCY  AMONG 
THE  MOST  RESPECTABLE  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
COMMUNITY  TO  .AJBSTAIN  FROM  CHURCH-GOING— 
AS  OBSERVED  IN  THE  YEAR  1796 

By  Prescott  Evarts 

Read  June  10,  1922 

There  has  recently  come  into  the  possession  of  the  Cam- 
bridge Historical  Society",  as  a gift  from  Rev.  Henry  Wilder 
Foote,  a copy  of  ^E\n  Address  to  the  Public  from  the  Ministers 
of  the  Association  in  and  about  Cambridge,  at  their  stated 
meeting  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  October,  1796.’’  The  first 
part  of  the  Address  begins  with  an  elaboration  of  the  opening 
sentence,  ^EMl  wise  legislators,  from  the  earliest  times  have 
acknowledged  the  importance  of  religious  principles  to  the 
well-being  of  civil  society”;  and  later  occurs  the  sentence, 
“Those  purposes  cannot  be  more  effectually  promoted  than  by 
a due  sanctification  of  the  Sabbath.” 

The  latter  part  of  the  Address  emphasizes  the  growing  dis- 
regard of  Sunday,  with  an  appeal  to  the  men  of  wealth  and 
standing  in  the  community  as  well  as  to  the  “middling  and 
lower  classes,”  to  the  better  observation  of  the  day.  “In  every 
town  and'  parish  the  citizens  of  distinction,  were  they  to  unite 
their  influence,  might  be  able  to  secure  a general  respect  for 
religion.  It  is  a melancholy  reflection  that  any  of  these  should 
have  been  foremost  in  setting  the  opposite  example,  and  ren- 
dered themselves  distinguished  in  the  places  where  they  live,  for 
their  practical  contempt  of  the  Sabbath,  and  neglect  of  public 
worship.” 

This  Address  is  signed  by  eleven  ministers,  pastors  of  parishes 
in  and  about  Cambridge,  and  members  of  the  Association. 
They  were  Samuel  Kendal,  minister  of  the  Church  at  Weston, 
ordained  1783,  died  1814,  aet.  61  years;  John  Foster,  ordained 
minister  of  the  Church  at  Brighton,  1784,  died  1829,  aet.  66 
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years;  Thaddeus  Fiske,  ordained  minister  of  West  Cambridge 
1788,  dismissed  1828,  died  1855,  aet.  93  years;  Jacob  Cushing, 
ordained  minister  of  the  Church  at  Westham  (later  a part  of 
Watertown)  1752,  died  1809,  aet.  79  years;  Jonas  Clark, 
ordained  minister  of  the  Church  at  Lexington  1755,  died  1805, 
aet.  75  years;  David  Osgood,  ordained  minister  of  the  Church 
at  Medford  1774,  died  1822,  aet.  76  years;  Charles  Stearns, 
ordained  minister  of  the  Church  at  Lincoln  1781,  died  1826, 
aet.  74  years;  Richard  R.  Eliot,  ordained  minister  of  the  Second 
Church  at  Watertown  1780,  died  1818,  aet.  67  years;  William 
Greenough,  ordained  minister  of  West  Newton  1781,  died  1831, 
aet.  76  years;  Abiel  Holmes,  minister  of  the  First  Parish  in 
Cambridge;  and  Jonathan  Homer,  ordained  minister  of  the 
First  Church  in  Newton  1782,  died  1843. 

This  Association  of  Ministers  in  and  about  Cambridge 
appears  to  have  been  a semi-official  body  in  the  organization 
of  the  Congregational  Churches  in  ^Massachusetts.  There  was 
an  association  of  ministers  in  Boston,  and  an  association  of 
ministers  in  and  about  Salem.  As  is  observed  from  this  Address, 
they  held  stated  meetings.  From  such  inquiries  as  I have  made, 
I have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  the  date  of  their  origin,  but 
they  would  appear  to  have  existed  early  in  colonial  times.  In 
later  years  there  were  similar  associations  of  ministers  among 
the  orthodox  Congregationahsts,  which  had  some  power  of  veto 
upon  the  choice  of  a minister  for  a congregation  wdthin  their 
district.  A law  of  the  Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay  in  1695 
gave  authority  to  the  ministers  of  a given  locahty  to  pass  under 
certain  conditions  on  the  settlement  of  a minister.  ^‘'V\Tien  at 
any  time  a Church  shall  make  choice  of  a Minister,  and  present 
their  choice  unto  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  or  Precinct  in  a 
Publick  meeting  duly  warned  and  assembled  for  that  purpose, 
to  have  their  concurrance  therein;  and  the  Inhabitants  so 
Assembled,  shall  by  a major  Vote  deny  their  approbation  of  the 
Churches  choice;  the  Church  may  call  in  the  help  of  a Council 
consisting  of  the  Elders  and  Messengers  of  three  or  five  Neigh- 
bouring Churches.  . . . And  in  case  the  Council  shall  notwith- 
standing approve  of  the  said  Election,  such  Minister  accepting 
of  the  Choice,  and  setting  with  them,  shall  be  the  Minister  of 
the  Town  or  Precinct.’^ 
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These  Associations  of  Ministers  apparently  had  a consider- 
able influence  in  their  immediate  communities;  and  often  in 
theological  questions,  a given  Association  might  hold  a position, 
or  prepare  an  exposition  of  doctrine  or  discipline,  which  should 
eventually  affect  all  the  Congregational  Churches  in  New  Eng- 
land. For  example,  what  was  called  the  Cambridge  Platform 
had  its  origin  in  just  such  an  Association  as  this,  and  it  exerted 
a very  positive  influence  in  New  England  Congregationalism. 
But  this  was  much  earlier  than  1796,  and  the  authority  and 
influence  of  the  ministers  was  much  greater  than  in  the  period 
of  this  Address. 

The  Association  of  Ministers  in  and  about  Cambridge,  how- 
ever, used  such  power  of  persuasion  as  they  could  to  stem  the 
tide  of  indifference  ^^to  the  observation  of  the  Sabbath.’’  And 
it  is  to  be  observed  that  they  did  not  base  their  appeal  upon  the 
eternal  welfare  of  the  immortal  souls  of  those  who  thus  “forsook 
the  Public  Worship  and  desecrated  the  Day.”  Rather  they 
appealed  to  natural  desire  for  stability  and  order  of  civil  society, 
to  the  danger  of  uncontrolled  elements  of  discontent  and  envy 
among  the  less  educated  and  industrious  in  the  community;  and 
the  motives  appealed  to  were  of  a very  earthly  character,  to 
bring  the  community  back  to  a stricter  observance  of  the  Day. 
They  did  not  venture  upon  a definitely  religious  or  theological 
appeal,  but  chose  a ground  which  they  believed  more  likely  to 
arrest  the  temper  and  thought  of  the  time.  “ We  are  alarmed  at 
recent  practises  among  us  tending  to  weaken,  vrhat  in  our 
esteem  are  the  surest  foundations  of  all  our  happiness:  we  refer 
to  the  profanation  of  the  Sabbath,  and  the  growing  neglect  of 
its  religious  duties.  With  concern  and  grief  we  witness,  on  the 
high  roads,  frequent  travelling  for  pleasure  and  diversion  on  this 
day.  By  many  persons,  the  Sabbath  is  evidently  selected  for 
these  purposes.  Some  have  the  custom  of  making  entertain- 
ments for  their  friends,  of  paying  and  receiving  visits,  while 
others  are  seen  publicly  prosecuting  their  worldly  affairs  on  this 
day.  God  and  religion  are  neglected  by  both,  and  their  example 
tends  to  destroy  all  distinction  between  the  Lord’s  day  and 
other  days.  Formerly  such  irregularities  were  restrained  by 
legislative  authority,  and  would  be  so  still,  perhaps,  were  the 
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spirit  of  the  Constitution  of  this  Commonwealth  duly  pre- 
served.” 

As  a matter  of  fact,  the  issuing  of  this  address  was  a note- 
worthy symptom  of  the  times.  The  year  1796  marked  the  close 
of  a period  in  the  religious  history  of  Congregationalism  in  New 
England,  of  apathy  and  loss  of  interest  in  religious  experiences 
and  in  the  searching  of  heart  of  previous  generations.  To  any- 
one who  desired  in  brief  space  to  follow  the  religious  history  of 
New  England  for  tw^o  centuries  and  a half,  I would  recommend 
a course  of  lectures  delivered  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  George  Leon 
Walker  in  1896  before  the  Hartford  Theological  Seminary,  with 
the  title  Some  Aspects  of  the  Religious  Life  of  New  England,  with 
Special  Reference  to  Congregationalists.  In  those  two  hundred 
and  fifty  years.  Dr.  Walker  traces  the  varying  periods  of  intense 
religious  conviction  and  the  reality  of  spiritual  effort,  widely 
exercised,  followed  by  periods  of  formalism  and  indifference, 
accompanied  by  decadence  in  manners  and  the  greater  preva- 
lence of  moral  offenses.  Such  a period  followed  the  disappear- 
ance of  the  generation  of  the  Pilgrims  and  their  immediate 
associates.  Again  there  was  a distinct  revival  of  religious  inter- 
est at  the  time  of  wRat  was  called  the  Great  Awakening  in  1740, 
of  wRich  the  outstanding  event  was  the  preaching  of  Whitfield, 
followed  by  an  army  of  imitators.  Whatever  may  have  been 
the  genuine  religious  benefit  from  the  period  of  the  Great 
Awakening,  some  of  the  results  in  the  generation  or  two  suc- 
ceeding were,  as  was  to  be  expected,  of  a contrary  nature.  The 
exaggerated  appeal  to  emotion,  the  excessive  and  hysterical 
exhibition  which  accompanied  many  conversions,  and  the  back- 
sliding of  others,  led  to  distrust  of  religious  experience  and  the 
religious  appeal  in  the  following  generation.  Moreover,  after 
the  Revolutionary  War  there  were  many  questions  wRich 
occupied  men’s  minds  and  drew  upon  their  energies,  and  the 
interest  in  religion  occupied  a less  important  place.  Political 
controversy  and  discussion  usurped  the  place  of  theological. 
High  taxes,  a restricted  currency,  and  other  economic  condi- 
tions, created  a considerable  unrest  and  discontent  and  turmoil. 
And  furthermore,  the  French  Revolution  and  the  Age  of  Reason 
had  a considerable  influence  over  a large  part  both  of  the  edu- 
cated and  uneducated  members  of  the  community. 


' ■ - Iff 


. , , I ./ 


' ,. -f!.5 

• , ■ i m 

l)Oi’  ^ J 

- '■  ' -'1 

■■•  .h-y  ..  :/ 

■'Ti... 


•:  ; . *1 


allLt  01 


r-  . 

"fr"'  ‘ ■ : 

' • •,  (lf« 


r 

: " a • 


m y ■ ^ 

l/i  ThH! 


i ..  . , : iJ-:if - -.  ii.  V''rj.Tr 

. THoqmi  .fei.'- i . :-v^;, 

■ ■ ' •■’-•■ 

- . , ^ : ..  J y ; ’^v  / , r--'- 


.;.c  , '•  t 

■■■;;■■  ■ " 

• M-y  ■;.,  ''-H- 


’-;4  ' : 


1922.] 


EVARTS:  DEPLORABLE  TENDENCY 


101 


The  Address  of  the  Cambridge  ministers  thus  came  at  the 
very  end  of  the  period  throughout  New  England,  of  a decline  in 
religious  observance,  of  indifference  to  religious  and  theological 
matters,  and  laxity  in  the  observance  of  Sunday  laws. 

The  year  1797  marked  the  beginning  of  a renewed  interest  in 
religion,  starting  first  in  Connecticut  and  spreading  from  there 
through  other  states  of  New  England.  This  movement  con- 
tinued with  changing  emphasis  till  after  the  middle  of  the 
nineteenth  century. 

Of  course,  the  Association  of  Ministers  in  1796,  in  deploring 
the  constant  travelling  on  the  Lord’s  Day  and  the  indifference 
to  attendance  at  Church,  had  the  law  on  their  side,  even  though 
public  opinion  did  not  support  the  law. 

We  are  all  more  or  less  familiar  vdth  some  of  the  provisions 
^Tor  the  observ^ation  of  the  Lord’s  Day,  in  the  Province  of 
Massachusetts  Bay.”  “An  Act  for  the  better  Observation  and 
Keeping  the  Lord’s  Day”  passed  in  1692  begins,  “All  and  every 
person  and  persons  whatsoever,  shall  on  that  Day  carefully 
apply  themselves  to  duties  of  Religion  and  Piety,  publickly  and 
privately.”  Then  follows  the  provision  that  “no  Tradesman, 
Artificer,  Labourer  or  other  person  whatsoever,  shall  upon  the 
Land  or  Water,  do  or  exercise  any  Labour,  Business  or  Work  of 
their  ordinary  Callings;  nor  use  any  Game,  Sport,  Play  or 
Recreation  on  the  Lord’s  Day,  or  any  part  thereof;  . . . upon 
pain  that  every  person  so  offending  shall  forfeit  Five  Shillings.” 
Further  it  is  ordered  and  declared  that  “no  Traveler,  Drover, 
Horse-Courser,  Waggoner,  Butcher,  Higler,  or  any  their  Serv- 
ants shall  Travel  on  that  Day,  or  any  part  thereof,  . . . upon  the 
penalty  of  Twenty  Shillings.”  Then  provision  follows  in  regard 
to  Vinters,  Inn  Holders,  or  other  Persons  Keeping  a house  of 
Public  Entertainment.  Finally  the  Law  concludes  “And  all 
and  every  Justices  of  the  Peace,  Constables  and  Tythingmen 
«,are  required  to  take  effectual  care,  and  endeavour  that  this  Act 
in  all  the  particulars  thereof  be  duly  observed;  as  also  to 
Restrain  all  Persons  from  Svdmming  in  the  Water,  Unnecessary 
and  Unseasonable  Walking  in  the  Streets  or  Fields  in  the  Town 
of  Boston,  or  other  Places,  Keeping  open  their  Shops,  or  follow- 
ing their  Secular  Occasions  or  Recreations  in  the  Evening  pre- 
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ceding  the  Lord’s  Day,  or  any  part  of  the  said  Day,  or  Evening 
following.” 

In  the  following  year,  Prophaners  of  the  Sabbath  were 
included  in  a list  of  other  criminals  who  if  they  could  not  or 
would  not  pay  the  fines,  should  be  punished  by  setting  in  the 
Stocks,  or  putting  into  the  Cage  not  exceeding  three  hours; 
where  the  Offender  has  not  wherewithal  to  satisfy  the  Law  in 
payment  of  the  fine. 

But  the  strictness  of  the  law  did  not  necessarily  conduce  to 
piety,  and  the  enforced  attendance  upon  worship  often  led  to 
ribaldry  and  contempt.  For  in  a law  of  1711,  entitled  '‘An  Act 
against  Intemperance,  Immorality  and  Prophaneness,  and  for 
Reformation  of  ]Manners”  we  find  a provision  that  ^^w^hosoever 
shall  be  convicted  of  Composing,  Writing,  Printing  or  Publish- 
ing, of  any  Filthy  Obscene  or  Prophane  Song,  Pamphlet,  Libel 
or  Mock-Sermon,  in  Imitation  or  in  Mimicking  of  Preaching, 
or  any  other  part  of  Divine  Worship;  every  person  or  persons 
offending  in  any  of  the  particulars  aforementioned,  shall  be 
Punished  by  Fine  to  Her  Majesty,  not  exceeding  Twenty 
Pounds;  or  by  standing  on  the  Pillory  once  or  oftner;  vdth  an 
Inscription  of  his  Crime  in  Capital  Letters  affixed  over  his 
head.” 

But  the  Fathers  were  sore  put  to  it  to  enforce  the  Sabbath 
Laws;  for  in  1716  “An  Act  in  Addition  to  the  Act”  [of  1692] — 
already  quoted  — ^^Notwithstanding  which  many  Persons  do 
presume  to  Work  and  Travel  on  the  said  Day.  For  the  more 
effectual  preventing  such  Immoral  & Irreligious  Practice:  Be 
it  enacted” : etc.  Then  the  amount  of  the  fine  imposed  in  each 
imstance  is  doubled:  for  work  or  play,  ten  shillings;  for  travelling, 
twenty  shillings.  We  come  across  for  the  first  time  the  farther 
provision  that  ‘Mf  any  Person  being  able  of  body  and  not  other- 
wise necessarily  prevented,  shall  for  the  space  of  One  Month 
together  absent  themselves  from  the  Publick  Worship  on  said 
Day,  the  Grand  Jurors  are  hereby  directed  and  required  to  pre- 
sent such  Persons  to  the  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  who, 
imless  they  can  make  proof  they  have  not  so  absented  them- 
selves, but  have  attended  Dmne  Worship  in  some  Publick 
Assembly,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  Twenty  Shillings^ 
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If  unable  or  refusing  to  pay  the  fine,  they  are  to  be  placed  in  the 
cage  or  stocks  not  exceeding  three  hours. 

But  the  law  did  not  avail  to  prevent  the  growing  tendency  to 
disregard  the  traditions  and  customs  of  earher  Puritan  days, 
and  ten  years  later  an  addition  to  the  law  was  made  with  this 
Preamble:  ^^Notwithstanding  the  many  good  and  wholesom 
Laws  made  to  prevent  the  Prophanation  of  the  Lord’s  Day, 
some  wicked  and  evil  disposed  Persons  do  yet  presume  to  do 
unnecessary  \York,  take  their  Recreation  and  Sport,  'and 
Travel  on  the  said  Day:  For  the  more  effectual  Preventing  such 
vile  and  unlawful  Practices:  be  it  enacted.”  This  law  differs 
little  from  previous  enactments,  with  the  exception  that  the 
penalty  is  increased  to  fifteen  shillings  for  the  first  offence  and 
thirty  shilhngs  for  the  second,  and  four  hours  in  stocks  or  cage. 
There  was  an  added  clause,  forbidding  the  holding  Funerals  on 
the  Lord’s  Day  and  the  Evening  follovdng,  ‘‘except  in  extraor- 
dinary cases.”  All  Persons  again  are  strictly  forbidden  swim- 
ming in  the  water.  The  fines  are  to  be  used,  one  half  for  the  care 
of  the  poor  “and  the  other  half  to  him  or  them  that  shall  inform 
and  sue  for  the  same.” 

We  have  no  further  laws  till  after  the  Revolutionary  War, 
when  in  October  1782  an  Act  was  passed  “for  making  more 
effectual  Provision  for  the  due  Observation  of  the  Lord’s  Day; 
and  for  repealing  the  several  Laws  heretofore  made  for  that 
Purpose.”  This  law  limited  the  Sabbath  from  midnight  of 
Saturday  to  sundown  on  Sunday  but  in  other  respects  was  more 
comprehensive  than  any  that  was  passed  before,  allowing  the 
forcible  detention  of  any  person  suspected  of  unnecessary 
travelling  on  the  Lord’s  Day.  It  appeared  to  be  modelled  upon 
the  law  of  1727.  It  contained  the  provision  in  regard  to  the 
absence  from  public  worship  for  one  month;  and  the  prohibition 
of  funerals  on  Sunday.  Its  distinctive  feature  was  the  creation 
of  the  office  of  Warden,  whose  special  duty  was  to  see  to  the 
keeping  of  this  Sabbath  law.  At  the  time  of  town  elections 
twelve  Wardens  were  to  be  elected  in  Boston;  and  not  less  than 
two  or  more  than  six  in  other  towns  or  districts.  They  were  to 
be  persons  “of  good  Substance,  and  sober  Life  and  Conversa- 
tion.” Anyone  refusing  to  serve  must  pay  a fine  of  £10  in  Bos- 
ton and  £5  in  other  towns.  Any  town  failing  to  elect  such 
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Wardens  was  assessed  hea\"y  penalties,  £50.  Other  officers, 
Justices  of  the  Peace,  Constables,  tything  men,  and  so  on,  were 
still  to  exercise  their  authority  as  before;  but  the  Wardens  were 
specially  to  enforce  this  Act.  Their  office  was  for  one  year,  and 
no  one  was  compelled  to  serve  more  than  once  in  five  years. 
Their  badge  of  office  was  a white  wand  seven  feet  long. 

It  was  obviously  an  office  not  greatly  coveted.  And  the  law 
did  not  appear  to  have  behind  it  any  strong  public  support. 
WilHam  Pynchon,  a respected  lawyer  of  Salem,  who  kept  a diary 
from  1776  to  1789,  records  Sunday  April  13,  1783:  “After  meet- 
ing, P.M.,  a little  after  3 o’clock  Air.  and  Airs.  Oliver  and  2 
children  and  the  maid,  with  Airs.  Pynchon,  set  out  in  Providence 
stage,  and  I following  and  overtaking  them  near  Newhal’s  tavern 
in  Lynn,  and  we  stop  at  Wait’s  at  Alalden  and  have  tea.  . . . 
At  sunset  they  set  out  for  Cambridge,  and  I lodge  at  Wait’s  and 
confer  vuth  the  warden  on  the  Sabbath  Act  till  11  at  night.” 
So  much  for  the  Sabbath  Law's. 

Air.  William  Pynchon,  wffiose  diary  I have  quoted,  was  a 
member  of  the  Episcopal  Church  in  Salem,  and  I imagine  that 
his  sympathies  were  not  greatly  wdth  the  strict  provisions  of  the 
law.  There  are  frequent  references  to  his  own  starting  out  on  a 
journey  and  members  of  his  family  on  Sunday  and  he  seems 
never  to  have  been  interfered  with.  On  Sunday  Alarch  16,  1783, 
he  records,  “I  am  so  fatigued  with  the  business  of  Saturday 
last  that  I cannot  go  out,  and  thro’  application  of  divers,  pre- 
tending necessity  and  mercy,  I have  neither  rest  nor  enjoyment 
at  home.”  Air.  Pynchon  himself  w*as  a pretty  constant  attend- 
ant at  his  Church  and  at  times  attended  the  meetinghouses  in 
Salem.  Sunday  Alay  25,  1783:  “A  fine,  clear  day.  No  church; 
I go  to  hear  Air.  Eliot  P.AI.  Set  out  for  Boston  and  arrive  there 
at  3 o’clock.”  Of  this  Air.  Eliot  he  WTites  on  Sunday  July  25, 
1784,  “Clear  and  w^arm.  Air.  Eliot  preaches  at  Air.  Prince’s 
meeting;  I go  there  to  hear  so  good  a rhetorician,  so  good  a 
preacher,  so  honest,  so  good  a man.”  “Thursday  April  6,  1786. 
Being  Fast  Day  we  go  to  Church  at  eleven.  John  plays  a fine, 
grave  piece  on  the  organ;  P.AI.,  Air.  Fisher  [the  Rector]  goes 
with  me  to  hear  Air.  Bentley,  and  w^e  are  much  entertained.” 

Alany  of  the  stories  recorded  in  enforcing  the  law"  both  as  to 
behaviour  within  the  Church  at  Service  time,  and  the  enforce- 
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ment  of  Sunday  restrictions  outside  the  Church,  centre  about 
the  acthities  of  the  tything  men,  who  seemed  to  combine  in 
their  office  the  characteristics  of  Beadle,  Constable,  Excise- 
man, and  Informer.  Ahce  IMorse  Earle  in  her  book  The  Sab- 
bath in  Old  New  England  quotes  from  the  ‘^Columbian  CentineF’ 
of  December  1789.  “The  President  & the  Tything  ]\Ian.  The 
President,  on  his  return  to  New  York  from  his  late  tour  through 
Connecticut,  having  missed  his  way  on  Saturday,  was  obhged 
to  ride  a few  miles  on  Sunday  morning  in  order  to  gain  the  town 
at  which  he  had  pre\dously  proposed  to  have  attended  divine 
ser\dce.  Before  he  arrived  however  he  was  met  by  a Tything 
man,  who  commanding  him  to  stop,  demanded  the  occasion  of 
his  riding;  and  it  was  not  until  the  President  had  informed  him 
of  every  circumstance  and  promised  to  go  no  further  than  the 
town  intended  that  the  Tything  man  would  permit  him  to  pro- 
ceed on  his  journe}^^’  But  this  was  in  Connecticut. 

The  enforcement  of  the  law  would  naturally  create  personal 
enmities,  and  might  conceivably  be  used  to  vent  personal  spite. 
The  law  of  1782  was  almost  practically  obsolete,  even  when  it 
was  enacted.  For  the  next  twenty  years  there  w^as  much  con- 
troversy in  New  England,  and  earnest  men  of  devout  character 
and  from  the  highest  motives  strove  sincerely  to  enforce  its 
edicts.  It  was  no  easy  position  for  any  man  to  hold  any  office 
which  required  him  by  his  oath  to  enforce  the  law.  It  was  a fact 
that  any  one  who  seriously  undertook  to  enforce  the  provisions 
of  a law  that  had  been  upon  the  statute  books  only  twenty 
years,  though  bound  b}^  his  oath,  v/as  considered  narrow  and 
fanatical,  just  as  today  anyone  who  undertook  to  enforce  all 
the  provisions  of  our  present  very  moderate  Sunday  law,  would 
find  httle  support  from  public  opinion  and  a grudging  support 
from  the  Courts. 

]\Iy  grandfather,  Jeremiah  Evarts,  who  graduated  from  Yale 
in  1802,  began  life  as  a young  law3"er  in  New  Haven  in  1806. 
Some  time  between  1806  and  1810,  he  held  the  office  of  Grand 
Juror.  To  quote  from  his  Life:  “The  duties  and  responsibilities 
of  the  office  of  Grand  Juror  are  not  in  all  cases  divided  in  Con- 
necticut, as  in  some  other  states,  among  a bod\^  of  men;  but  it  is 
made  the  dut}^  of  specified  individuals  in  the  different  towns  to 
present  persons  guilty  of  violations  of  law.”  A member  of  the 
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bar  of  New  Haven,  a contemporary,  gives  the  following  account 
of  Mr.  Evarts’  experience  in  what  he  believed  the  conscientious 
discharge  of  his  duty:  ^‘He  suffered  not  a little,  and  from  some 
gentlemen  of  high  standing  in  the  profession,  for  his  unyielding 
firmness.  The  circumstances  respecting  which  you  inquire, 
arose  from  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duty  as  one  of  the  Grand 
Jury  for  New  Haven  County,  in  the  prosecution  of  some  indi- 
vidual or  indi\dduals  for  ob\dous  violations  of  some  law  of  the 
state  that  had  ujuformly  been  winked  at  by  other  persons  in  the 
same  office.  I do  not  now  remember  what  the  offence  was;  but 
it  was  one  ^contra  bonos  mores’ — perhaps  the  violation  of  the 
Sabbath.  Mr.  Evarts  said  to  me  that  his  oath  bound  him  to  the 
prosecution;  and  he  could  not  be  governed  by  the  corrupt 
usages  of  other  men.  He  accordingly  commenced  a process,  but 
failed  of  convicting  the  offending  party.  He  was  opposed  by 
the  first  law>"ers  of  the  state; — and  denounced,  and  greatly  and 
shamefully  abused,  and  by  the  community  at  large.  He  suf- 
fered for  a long  period  on  this  account,  and  for  righteousness’ 
sake.”  Probably  this  early  experience  in  the  practise  of  the 
law,  made  it  easier  for  him  in  1810  to  accept  the  position  of 
Editor  of  the  “Panoplist,”  move  to  Boston,  and  later  become 
Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  American  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners for  Foreign  ^Missions.  But  throughout  his  life,  by 
example  and  by  word  and  pen,  from  deeply  religious  convic- 
tions, he  used  his  influence  for  the  careful  observance  of  Sun- 
day. And  in  this  he  was  associated  with  a strong  party  among 
the  Congregationalists  led  by  the  professors  of  the  Andover 
School,  which  used  every  possible  pressure  upon  Government 
as  well  as  upon  public  opinion,  to  enforce  the  Jewish  Sabbath 
of  the  earlier  Puritan  days,  upon  the  Christian  Sunday. 

We  get  a glimpse  of  the  general  dissatisfaction  against  the 
enforcement  of  the  law,  and  the  interference  of  the  tything  men, 
in  that  mine  of  information,  the  Diary  of  Dr.  William  Bentley 
of  Salem.  In  an  early  entry,  1791,  we  find,  ‘‘Notre  Francois 
rode  out  of  Town  last  Sunday,  I reprehended  him.  This 
practice  has  now  attained  very  generally  to  ride  out  of  Town. 
I know  not  the  resort  but  it  probably  may  have  great  effects 
on  manners.  New  England  has  been  remarkable  in  my  day  for 
the  most  careful  observance  of  Sunday.  It  is  not  easy  to 
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determine  which  upon  the  whole  is  the  most  salutary  method, 
but  it  is  commonly  observed  that  a thoughtless  triumph  over 
old  restraints  indicates  an  injury  to  the  moral  principle.  iNIuch 
is  probably  owing  to  association  in  our  feehngs  on  such  sub- 
jects & yet  much  to  justice  when  innovations  are  made  & no 
useful  end  proposed.  We  have  a Tything  man  with  his  staff, 
the  only  one  thus  paraded  in  the  Town,  but  his  office  is  to  pre- 
serve good  order  in  times  of  service,  & to  restrain  children  from 
too  great  liberties  in  the  Street.” 

'^]\Iay  5,  1792.  The  Law  of  last  March  respecting  observ^a- 
tion  of  Sunday,  published  in  the  Gazette.  Not  at  all  in  the 
humour  of  the  present  City  Manners.” 

Later  when  the  controversy  on  the  Sabbath  Laws  arose.  Dr. 
Bentley  stood  for  a more  liberal  interpretation,  and  opposed 
the  efforts  for  the  more  rigorous  Sunday  observance. 

^^Oct.  16,  1814.  It  is  becoming  fashionable  to  have  fasts  & 
thanksgivings  by  Incorporations  & private  societies.  And  at 
first  this  seems  preferable  to  any  forms  of  Cml  authority  or 
religious  establishments.  But  the  party  which  makes  the  freest 
use  evidently  intend  to  hold  the  means  of  awakening  the  fears 
& hopes  of  men  at  pleasure,  & from  the  public  habits  to  render 
the  chdl  appointments  more  frequent  & indispensable.  . . . An 
example  lately  occurred.  The  Officers  of  a Baltimore  pravateer 
on  a late  Simday  went  for  Andover  to  visit  their  prisoners  on 
parole  at  that  town.  On  their  way  they  were  stopped  by  a 
Tything  man  under  the  control  of  one  of  these  associations. 
A despute  ensued.  The  tything  man  followed  the  men  back  to 
Salem  & had  an  action  against  them  the  next  day,  & recovered 
from  one  of  their  Justices.  The  Privateersmen  have  now  an 
action  depending  against  the  Tything  man  for  breach  of 
Sabbath  in  following  them  to  Salem.” 

Sunday  December  25,  1814.  “ Of  the  meeting  at  Topsfield  to 
associate  to  urge  the  letter  of  a Jewish  Sabbath  & to  prohibit 
all  passing  from  town  to  town  on  the  Sunday  we  hear  little.  A 
beautiful  extract  from  Jeremy  Taylor  was  published  in  the 
Salem  Gazette  to  prevent  this  town  from  being  caught  in  the 
snare.  I read  the  law  as  desired  & begged  mj^  Tything  man 
who  is  my  Sexton  to  see  that  no  children  or  other  persons 
assembled  around  the  Meeting  House  in  time  of  service  with  a 
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wish  to  interrupt  no  person  who  should  pass  peaceably  along.^^ 
January  1,  1815.  ‘^The  Topsfield  affair  was  no  jest.  ...  A 
convention  of  43  members  from  13  towns.  . . . Thus  under  the 
garb  of  religion  another  association  is  formed  for  political 
purposes.’’ 

In  this  year  strong  efforts  were  made  to  stop  the  mails  on 
Sunday,  by  petitions  to  the  Government,  and  appeals  to  the 
public.  Dr.  Bentley  vTites  of  this  acti\dty,  “So  far  as  the  most 
strenuous  men  & places  are  known  to  myself,  I have  the  fullest 
conviction  that  whatever  the  serious  many  may  intend,  the 
great  incentive  to  all  the  zeal  is  in  the  political  use  to  be  made 
of  it.”  [February  29,  1815.] 

Again  referring  to  the  strict  injunctions  of  the  Topsfield  Con- 
vention he  writes,  in  ^lay  1815,  “It  was  the  opinion  of  Dr. 
Eliot  that  the  Sunday,  Sabbath  or  Lord’s  day  was  never  better 
observed  in  N.  England.  The  undue  restrictions  will  prevent 
the  silent  & voluntary  restraints  which  obtain.” 

In  January  1816  he  writes,  “Our  Sabbath  or  Sunday  folks 
are  determined  to  try  again  at  Topsfield.  The  present  object 
is  to  prepare  to  execute  the  laws  which  when  obsolete  should  be 
repealed  & not  left  to  be  employed  by  fanatics  for  the  vexation 
of  quiet  citizens.” 

His  last  entr>"  on  Sunday  observance  is  as  follows:  “Alarch 
1816.  In  the  late  revolution  in  Salem  Police,  the  Town  dis- 
covered its  sense  of  the  majority  respecting  the  late  Sabbath 
Law  our  late  half  taught  politicians  gave  with  only  one  excep- 
tion, an  Andover  vote  in  the  Leg.  They  have  been  taught  better 
since.  But  in  the  choice  of  Tything  men  persons  vrere  chosen 
who  could  not  be  suspected  of  any  washes  on  any  account  to  a 
rigorous  execution  of  the  law.  . . . Dr.  Worcester  who  has  been 
very  busy  ...  in  favour  of  Sabbath  Acts  & holy  Tything  men.” 
So  we  may  close  this  brief  survey  of  laws  for  keeping  Sunday, 
and  of  the  temper  of  the  times  at  the  end  of  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury in  relation  to  public  worship.  In  the  long  run  the  strict 
observers  of  the  Sunday,  so  far  as  controlling  the  public  was 
concerned,  had  to  yield  to  the  progress  of  events;  they  might 
obserax  individually  and  have  their  families  observe  the  Sun- 
day worship  and  the  Sunday  rest;  and  \\dth  advantage  to  the 
character  and  nerves  of  their  descendants.  Today  practically 
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all  restraints  or  incentives  of  law  or  custom  in  regard  to  Sunday 
observance  or  Public  Worship  have  ceased  to  exist.  The  whole 
matter  is  considered  now  to  be  merely  a question  of  personal 
predilection.  Dr.  Bentley  speaks  of  “the  silent  and  voluntary 
restraints  which  obtain.”  I personally  believe  that  these  “silent 
and  voluntary  restraints”  are  entitled  to  a vdder  vogue  than 
they  have  at  present,  both  among  young  and  old.  It  is  quite 
possible  that  the  spiritual  value  of  golfing  and  automobiling  is 
largely  exaggerated,  and  the  value  and  importance  of  Public 
Worship  on  Sunday  deserves  the  consideration  of  all  high- 
minded  persons  in  the  communit}^,  both  for  their  own  good  and 
for  the  generation  that  follows  them. 
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SOME  CAMBRIDGE  PHYSICIANS 
By  Dr.  Henry  P.  Walcott 

Read  October  31,  1922 

I WAS  officially  informed  that  I might  roam  about  Cambridge 
at  my  vdU,  that  I might  select  such  persons  as  I saw  fit  to  make 
special  note  of,  if  they  were  of  my  own  profession;  and  I pro- 
pose to  exercise  that  privilege,  and  I hope  I may  not  do  it  to 
your  discomfort. 

Of  course,  the  first  business  of  anybody  in  talking  about 
Cambridge  is  to  take  down  his  volume,  if  he  is  fortunate  enough 
to  possess  it,  of  Paige’s  History  of  Cambridge  and  then,  despite 
the  enormous  richness  of  the  material  which  it  contains,  lay  it 
down  in  utter  exasperation  at  the  fact  that  it  contains  no  index. 
I hope  that  some  time  this  Society  may  do  something  to  amend 
that.  I did,  however,  read  it,  vdth  a short  preface  which  my 
friend.  Dr.  Paige  - — for  I knew  him  — prefixed  to  his  volume. 
He  said  that  it  was  his  misfortune  that  he  did  not  come  to  Cam- 
bridge until  he  was  thirty  years  old.  In  only  one  respect  I have 
the  advantage  of  him.  I came  to  Cambridge  in  my  fifteenth 
year,  and  have  now  nearly  seventy  years’  knowledge,  pretty 
definite  knowledge,  of  Cambridge. 

Cambridge,  of  course,  has  been  fortunate  in  ha\dng  three 
inspired  makers  of  its  history,  Ofiver  Wendell  Holmes  and  his 
brother  John,  and  James  Russell  Lowell.  What  the  inspira- 
tion of  a birth  here  means  can  be  showm,  I think,  pretty  effec- 
tively by  Air.  Lowell’s  paper  upon  ^‘Cambridge  Thirty  Years 
Ago.”  That  paper  was  published  in  1854.  ^‘Thirty  Years  Ago ” 
^found  Air.  Lowell  a boy  of  six,  so  that  many  of  the  recollections, 
the  associations  of  Cambridge  are  the  associations  which  a boy 
of  six  began  to  entertain.  But  that  boy  was  James  Russell 
Lowell.  You  may  remember  that  in  his  verses  to  Dr.  Holmes 
upon  his  seventy-first  birthday  he  alludes  humorously  to  the 
fact  that  when  he,  Lowell,  talked  about  Cambridge,  Holmes 
thought  he  occasionally  got  beyond  his  limits,  and  said,  “James, 
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where  were  you  in  the  September  gale?^^  Of  course,  the  Septem- 
ber gale  occurred  in  1817;  and  Air.  Lowell  had  nothing  more 
to  say. 

I am  going  to  take  something  from  Air.  LowelFs  paper  of 
1854,  and  that  is  his  point  of  beginning.  He  started  out,  as  you 
may  remember,  from  Elmvrood,  w^alked  down  the  not  very  old 
Alount  Auburn  Street,  through  a disagreeable  passageway 
betw^een  two  crumbling  banks  of  gravel.  When  I first  knew 
Moimt  Auburn  Street,  it  was  then  at  least  four  feet,  probably 
five  feet,  above  its  present  level  at  the  point  where  it  passes 
through  Simons  Hill.  The  gravel  banks  still  existed  upon  either 
side  of  it,  and  it  was  a desolate,  uncomfortable,  disagi’eeable 
entrance  to  Cambridge  — as  Air.  Low^ell  describes  it.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  when  he  had  time,  he  told  me,  he  generally 
walked  dowm  the  lane  to  Gerry’s  landing  to  the  front  of  the 
present  hospital  lot,  instead  of  going  through  this  disagreeable 
cut  through  gravel  banks  that  constituted  that  portion  of 
Simons  Hill. 

Now  as  to  Simons  Hill.  Air.  Paige,  of  course,  may  justify 
himself  by  giving  one  very  httle  information  upon  the  subject 
from  the  fact  that  that  only  came  into  the  possession  of  Cam- 
bridge in  1754,  when  that  portion  of  Watertown  was  set  aside 
and  made  a part  of  Cambridge.  But  it  was  so  valuable  from  its 
historical  associations,  I almost  said  more  valuable  than  any 
portion  of  Cambridge,  that  w^e  ought  to  adhere  as  closely  as 
possible  to  any  tradition,  to  any  association  that  \ve  can  main- 
tain with  it;  because  the  most  hberal,  the  most  fair-minded,  the 
most  broad-minded  of  the  early  patentees  of  Alassachusetts- 
Bay,  Sir  Richard  Saltonstall,  had  there  his  homestead. 

Sir  Richard  Saltonstall  w^as  the  most  important  of  the  six 
patentees  who  landed  with  Winthrop  in  Salem  in  June  1630. 
He  apparently  w^as  in  Salem  for  a day  or  two  only,  wxnt  to 
Charlestowm,  and  at  once  made  an  exploration  of  Charles  River. 
If  you  will  recall  to  your  memory  w’hat  Charles  River  then  w-as, 
a stream  flowing  between  marshes,  endless  marshes  almost,  one 
can  understand  what  an  attraction  that  clear  gravel  bank  of 
thirty  or  forty  feet,  commanding  Charles  River  in  both  direc- 
tions for  a mile  at  least,  must  have  had  to  a man  who  had  been 
bred  as  a soldier.  Saltonstall  accordingly  exercised  his  privilege 
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as  a patentee  and  took  possession  of  what  another  generation 
knew  as  Simons  Hill  and  a large  area  beyond  it  with  the 
meadows  adjoining  it,  and  it  was  there  that  the  town  of  Water- 
toTsn  was  established.  And  it  was  there  that,  on  the  thirtieth 
of  July,  1630,  with  George  Phillips  — an  equally  broad-minded, 
liberal  man  — he  established  the  first,  as  they  claimed,  inde- 
pendent Congregational  Church  in  America.  Coming  as  I do 
from  Salem,  I must  say,  however,  that  the  Salem  church  pre- 
ceded it  by  two  days.  I think  Air.  Emerton  vdll  agree  with  me 
that  Salem  has  the  preference. 

Mr.  Emerton  : I was  brought  up  to  beheve  that,  sir. 

Dr.  Walcott:  We  are  both  a little  prejudiced  in  the  matter. 
But  at  any  rate,  if  Phillips  Church  was  not  the  first,  it  was  the 
second  independent  Congregational  Church  estabhshed  on  this 
continent. 

What  sort  of  man  George  Phillips  was  I think  can  be  very 
easily  shown,  in  the  first  place,  by  the  fact  that  he  was  a friend 
of  Saltonstall  and  had  his.  broad-minded  views  about  the 
religious  persecutions  which  were  going  on  here  at  the  hands  of 
people  who  had  fled  from  England  in  order  to  avoid  persecu- 
tion. Phillips  had  as  his  church  congregation  some  forty  per- 
sons; I think  forty  names  were  signed  on  the  thirtieth  of  July, 
1630.  He  had  ideas  of  his  own,  as  most  men  of  that  family  have 
had.  Wendell  Phillips  and  Phillips  Brooks  were  hneal  descend- 
ants of  George  Philhps,  besides  other  men  distinguished  in  the 
history  of  the  State. 

Philhps  had  in  his  congregation  a worthy  man  of  wealth  and 
consideration  named  Richard  Brown.  Winthrop,  who  was 
rather  too  tender  of  the  feehngs  of  Endicott  and  Dudley,  wrote 
Phillips  that  the  Council  and  he  regarded  the  attention  which 
Phillips  bestowed  upon  Richard  Brown  as  an  error  and  mis- 
take, that  Richard  Brown  was  said  to  speak  not  unkindly  of  the 
^ Roman  Church,  even,  and  that  there  were  other  latitudinarian 
behefs  which  Brown  had  which  made  him  disliked  by  the  people 
in  Boston.  After  a certain  length  of  time,  Phillips  wrote  to 
Winthrop  that  when  he  could  prove  some  of  his  charges  it  was 
time  enough  to  talk  about  them.  Winthrop  prudently  held  his 
tongue. 

Upon  a later  occasion,  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  of  his 
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assistants,  notified  the  authorities  of  Waterto\\Ti  that  a certain 
tax  had  been  assessed  upon  them.  Phillips  and  Brown  at  once 
answered  that  this  was  tyranny,  that  it  would  lead  to  ine\dtable 
mischief  in  the  future  if  taxation  without  representation  were 
allowed.  He  anticipated  by  a good  many  years  the  American 
Revolution.  Of  course,  the  Governor  and  Council  did  not  push 
the  claim  at  that  time,  and  did  wdthin  three  years  give  the  vari- 
ous towns  of  Massachusetts  representation. 

Sir  Richard  Saltonstall  did  not  remain  in  this  country  long. 
He  left  a son  here,  who  graduated  in  the  first  class  of  Harvard 
College  — Henry  Saltonstall  — afterwards  a doctor  of  medicine 
of  Padua,  who  also  went  back  to  England.  Saltonstall,  appar- 
ently, some  years  later,  or  as  he  says  in  a very  memorable  letter 
which  is  still  in  existence  written  to  John  Cotton  and  Wilson, 
the  clerg^mien  of  Boston,  lamenting  the  fact  that  rumors  were 
prevalent  in  England  that  those  who  had  fled  from  persecution 
for  religion’s  sake  in  England  were  in  their  turn  persecuting  the 
people  here  who  differed  from  them  in  religious  faith,  said  that 
he,  himself,  in  Holland  — this  does  not  fix  the  date  very  closely 
— was  approached  by  certain  worthy  people,  desirable  inhabi- 
tants of  the  new  country,  who  wanted  to  emigrate  to  America, 
to  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony,  but  had  been  deterred  by 
stories  that  had  come  to  them  of  persecutions  of  the  people  who 
held  different  religious  beliefs.  Saltonstall  said  that  among 
these  who  spoke  to  him  were  Anabaptists,  Antinomians,  and 
Seekers  — whatever  Seekers  may  be ; and  he  at  once  wrote  to 
Dudley,  who  was  then  acting  as  Governor  of  Massachusetts, 
asking  him  what  the  attitude  would  be  of  the  authorities  here ; 
and  Dudley  wrote  back  to  him  a short  letter,  saying,  “God 
forbid  that  we  should  be  so  lukew^arm  in  the  faith  as  to  suffer 
any  errors  in  our  midst.”  Of  course,  if  Saltonstall  at  that  early 
day  could  have  foreseen  persecution,  it  would  have  meant 
much  in  the  early  history  of  Massachusetts.  Still,  that  is  a little 
beside  the  point. 

When  I knew  the  area  of  Simons  Hill,  of  course  it  had  lost  the 
things  that  distinguished  it  in  Saltonstall’s  time.  In  Salton- 
stall’s  time  it  was  a slope  rising  from  Elmw^ood  Avenue  to  this 
lot,  thirty  or  forty  feet  high,  overhanging  Charles  River. 
Between  that  bluff,  Simons  Hill,  and  the  neighboring  hill  where 
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Mr.  Webster’s  house  now  stands,  was  a running  stream  of 
water,  wRich  had  ceased  in  my  time;  but  there  was  still  a stream 
under  one  of  the  old  trees  wRich  marked  the  entrance  to  the 
lane  leading  into  Gerry’s  landing.  Of  course,  the  drainage  sys- 
tem of  the  city  of  Cambridge  has  entirely  changed  the  water 
surface  of  Cambridge  everywRere,  and  that  fact  has  to  be  held 
in  mind  wRen  deahng  with  the  antiquities  of  Cambridge  — that 
the  sew^er  system  has  changed  absolutely  the  watershed;  and 
this  is  only  one  instance  of  it.  But  that  gravel  bank  was  of 
immense  value  commercially,  and  when  the  mill  dam  was 
created  in  Boston  the  cheapest  supply  of  material  was  that 
gravel  bank  from  the  Charles  River.  The  boats  w^ere  loaded 
there,  floated  down  the  stream  and,  without  the  exercise  of 
much  powder,  gravel  was  deposited  where  they  wanted  it.  In 
that  way  a large  part  of  the  hill  disappeared.  After  that  a cer- 
tain other  portion  of  it  near  the  grove  w^as  a common  gravel 
bank  of  the  city  of  Cambridge,  and  a large  part  was  used  in  the 
construction  of  the  causeway,  as  Air.  Lowell  called  it,  at  Alount 
Auburn  Street,  wRich,  being  a very  treacherous  marsh,  required 
enormous  quantities  of  materials  in  order  to  ensure  good 
foundations. 

Of  course,  it  must  also  be  remembered  that,  in  the  days  when 
Windmill  Point  was  within  the  limits  of  the  small  settlement  of 
Cambridge,  it  w^as  separated  from  Simons  Hill  by  an  impassable 
marsh.  The  marsh  was  at  first  bridged  over  by  a corduroy  road 
passage-w^ay,  and  then  w^as  filled  with  gravel  from  Simons  Hill 
and  the  higher  portion  of  Alount  Auburn  Street;  and  this  wet- 
nesses why  the  seven  great  wallows  w*ere  growdng  at  the  foot  of 
Haw’thorn  Street.  One  fell  during  Air.  Lowell’s  lifetime,  so  that 
when  he  WTote  his  description  in  the  poem  there  W’ere  six  left. 
They  stood  upon  the  brink  of  the  marsh,  upon  the  edge  of  it. 
The  gravel  bank  extended  north  a certain  distance  pretty  nearly 
^ to  the  point  wRere  the  Longfellow^  Alonument  now^  stands,  and 
then  turned  to  the  west  and  found  its  way  across  Brattle  Street. 
During  my  service  with  the  local  Board  of  Health  there  w^as  a 
stream  of  w^ater  from  the  ground  then  occupied  by  Worcester, 
the  lexicographer,  and  now  by  Air.  Bell,  wRich  had  its  origin  in 
the  marsh  betw^een  Buckingham  Street  and  Concord  Avenue. 
The  whole  evidently  at  some  time  had  been  an  estuary  in  con- 
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nection  with  the  river,  which  was  further  shown  by  the  fact 
that  when  it  came  to  walling  in  the  Longfellow  Park  the  con- 
tractor who  had  charge  of  the  building  found  that  there  was 
absolutely  no  certain  foundation  for  it,  and  in  some  of  the 
places  he  drove  piles  forty-eight  feet  long  without  reaching  the 
bottom  of  the  marsh.  That  showed  what  the  character  of  the 
country,  the  soil,  had  been  in  previous  years. 

When  the  Cambridge  Hospital  was  hunting  for  a location, 
they  had  three  places  in  mind:  Captain’s  Island,  a hill  over- 
looking Fresh  Pond,  and  lastly  this  neglected  point  between 
Gerry’s  Landing  and  Alount  Auburn  Street.  They  very  wisely 
selected  the  last  location,  and  have  had  no  reason  since  to  be 
unhappy  about  it. 

The  hospital  — which  I am  getting  to  after  this  rather  long 
ramble  — the  Cambridge  Hospital  came  into  existence  and  w’as 
incorporated  in  1871.  It  was  rather  an  interesting  fact  that  the 
original  body  of  incorporators  consisted  entirely,  with  the 
exception  of  Dr.  McKenzie  and  me  from  what  was  then  Ward  1, 
of  citizens  from  the  two  lower  wards,  headed  by  Joseph  Holmes, 
Isaac  Livermore,  Benjamin  Tilton,  Robert  O.  Fuller,  A.  P. 
Morse,  Sumner  R.  JMason,  that  vigorous  head  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  Kingsley  Twining,  the  head  of  the  Orthodox  Church, 
and  Dr.  W.  W.  Wellington,  the  prominent  physician  there. 
And  now  it  is  pretty  safe  to  say  that  those  proportions  are 
reversed.  There  may  possibly  be  two  or  three  members  from 
the  lower  wards,  but  there  are  certainly  eight  or  nine  from 
North  Cambridge  and  this  Harvard  Square  District. 

The  hospital’s  real  origin  was  in  the  effort  of  Miss  Emily 
Parsons,  who  had  been  a nurse  in  the  government  hospital  dur- 
ing the  Civil  War.  She  came  back  full  of  zeal  in  the  work  in 
which  she  had  distinguished  herself,  and,  with  very  insufficient 
means,  procured  an  unsatisfactory  house  on  Prospect  Street  in 
Cambridgeport,  near  Cambridge  Street,  and  opened  a little 
hospital.  It  had  a precarious  existence  for  a year  or  two,  and 
finally  the  house  was  sold  and  she  was  compelled  to  hunt  up 
some  other  location.  The  other  location  was  not  a favorable 
one,  and  she  felt  that  her  labor  was  pretty  nearly  in  vain.  At 
that  point  she  obtained  the  assistance  of  trustees  who  procured 
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an  act  of  incorporation  in  1871.  One  of  the  trustees  was  the 
speaker. 

IMiss  Parsons  did  not  hve  to  see  the  building  of  the  Cam- 
bridge Hospital.  She  died  in  1880.  The  hospital  struggled  along 
for  several  years  after  it  had  its  act  of  incorporation.  It 
attracted  but  one  benefactor,  Mr.  Isaac  Fay.  He  hved  not  far 
from  Cambridge  Street  and  near  Prospect  Street.  He  had 
known  something  of  Miss  Parsons’  efforts.  He  had  very  little 
sympathy  with  systematic  healing.  He  was  a born  healer  him- 
self and  was  held  in  much  consideration  among  his  neighbors 
as  a person  who  was  capable  of  efficient  help.  But  he  was  wise 
enough  to  see  that  hospitals  did  do  a certain  amount  of  good, 
and  he  in  his  will  included  a profusion  that  whenever  there 
should  be  any  hospital  in  Cambridge  ready  to  erect  a building, 
his  §10,000  should  be  available  for  it.  That  money  came  into 
the  possession  of  the  trustees  in  1871,  and  before  we  got  ready 
to  use  it  its  natural  increase  had  brought  it  up  to  §18,000. 
Fortunately,  three  years  after  we  got  our  act  of  incorporation, 
Dr.  jMorrill  Wyman  was  persuaded  to  become  a member  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees.  The  natural  result  followed  from  the  partici- 
pation of  an  indefatigable,  unwearied  man  in  any  good  work, 
who  at  once  entered  into  the  encouragement  of  the  benevolent 
people  in  Cambridge.  He  was  himself  one  of  the  most  generous 
of  subscribers.  The  ladies  were  with  him.  IMrs.  Francis  C. 
Foster  was  a subscriber,  not  publicly  known,  to  the  amount  of 
$20,000,  in  the  very  beginning  of  the  enterprise,  and  she  and  her 
husband  during  his  life,  and  she  during  her  life,  have  been 
among  the  most  consistent  benefactors  of  that  charity.  Then 
there  was  a fair  held  here  in  1880  which  resulted  in  raising  a con- 
siderable sum  of  money,  and  the  trustees  felt  justified,  in  1883, 
in  proceeding  to  the  first  step  in  the  erection  of  their  building. 
The  construction  of  the  buildings  showed  most  characteristically 
the  great  qualities  of  Morrill  Wyman. 

He  came  to  Cambridge  in  1837-38  imder  the  auspices  of  Dr. 
James  Jackson,  and  at  once,  with  his  intelligence  and  inde- 
fatigable industry,  leaped  into  a paying  practice.  There  never 
was  a time  when  he  knew  the  troubles  which  young  doctors 
have  in  making  their  expenses  conform  to  then.'  income.  He 
always  laid  up  money.  He  was  always  frugal,  he  was  always 
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generous.  WTien  it  came  to  the  building  of  this  hospital,  he 
entered  into  the  plans  ^\dth  an  immense  amount  of  interest.  He 
had  a plan  made  of  a hospital  building  as  nearly  perfect  as  the 
older  hospitals  could  be.  One  of  his  associates  said  to  him  when 
it  was  complete  — an  associate  who  had  accidentally  seen  more 
recent  hospitals  than  Dr.  Wyman  and  who  had  the  advantage 
of  a familiar  acquaintance  with  the  greatest  builder  of  hospi- 
tals that  the  country  had,  John  S.  Billings,  Assistant  Surgeon 
General  of  the  L^nited  States,  who  had  been  finishing  his  monu- 
mental hospital  for  Johns  Hopkins  at  Baltimore  — that  he, 
Morrill  Wyman,  should  see  the  Baltimore  hospital.  Dr.  Wyman 
at  once  consented.  The  committee  went  down  to  Johns  Hop- 
kins. Dr.  Billings  came  over  from  Washington  and  exhibited 
the  details  of  that  then  wonderful,  remarkable  building.  Dr. 
Wyman,  who  was  then  certainly  not  a yoimg  man,  spent  a busy 
day  in  going  over  every  detail  of  that  hospital  under  Dr.  Bill- 
ings’ direction.  MTien  the  committee  came  back  to  the  Balti- 
more hotel  in  the  evening.  Dr.  Wyman,  who  had  been  in  deep 
thought  and  had  said  very  httle,  said,  just  before  the  com- 
mittee separated,  ^‘That  plan  of  ours  is  all  wrong;  we  have  got 
to  have  something  better.”  Very  few  men  that  I have  met  in 
my  lifetime  could  reject  a cherished  plan  when  between  seventy 
and  eighty  and  take  up  something  absolutely  new,  but  that 
MorriU  Wjnnan  was  capable  of  doing.  As  the  result  there  was 
built  here  absolutely  the  best  cottage  hospital  in  America,  as 
good  a cottage  hospital  as  existed  anywhere  in  the  world.  I 
wish  that  the  additions  to  the  building  were  as  good.  That 
building  was  thought  perfect  but,  unfortunately,  was  limited 
in  its  capacity. 

Now  as  to  Dr.  Wyman.  As  I say,  he  came  here,  active, 
vigorous,  always  intelligent,  always  asking  the  question  of  every 
fact  that  came  before  him  as  to  why  it  existed  and  how  it 
existed;  he  was  the  first  of  the  scientific  doctors  in  Cambridge, 
at  least.  He  found  time  in  the  intervals  of  an  overwhelming 
practice  to  write  the  best  treatise  on  ventilation,  in  a volume  of 
four  hundred  pages,  which  had  ever  been  written  up  to  that 
time,  a treatise  which  Dr.  Billings  declared  to  be  one  of  the  best 
on  the  subject  because  there  was  nothing  in  it  that  was  not 
founded  upon  actual  experiment.  He  had  imitated  the  advice 
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which  the  great  Hunter  gave  to  Jenner,  the  discoverer  of  vac- 
cination. Jenner  had  been  a pupil  of  Hunter.  He  wrote  Hunter 
asking  for  some  assistance  in  solving  a problem.  Hunter  wrote 
back  and  said,  ‘‘WTiat  are  you  asking  questions  for?  Try  the 
experiment  and  find  out.^^  And  that  is  what  Dr.  Wyman  did  — 
always  did  — if  there  was  an  opportunity  for  experiment.  He 
felt  bound  bj^  no  precedent.  Respecting  as  few  men  did  respect 
the  wisdom  of  the  Ancients,  he  always  believed  in  the  duty  of 
forming  his  own  opinion.  Some  years  after  the  publication  of 
his  treatise  on  ventilation,  he  discovered  a safe  and  easier 
method  of  penetrating  the  human  chest  for  the  removal  of 
hquids.  Before  his  time  this  had  been  a very  serious  surgical 
operation,  and,  before  the  days  of  ether,  an  extremely  disagree- 
able operation.  He  made  his  discovery;  he  tried  it;  it  was  suc- 
cessful; and  instead  of  holding  it  for  his  own  benefit,  realizing 
that,  with  a great  general  practice  he  could  not  see  as  many 
cases  as  the  specialists  see,  he  informed  his  friend.  Dr.  Henry  I. 
Bowditch,  who  made  a specialty  of  diseases  of  the  chest,  of 
what  he  had  discovered.  He  showed  him  his  operation;  he 
showed  him  the  means  of  using  it,  feeling  absolutely  confident 
that  his  friend  would  give  him  all  the  credit  that  he  deserved, 
and  feeling  also  confident  that  his  valuable  discovery  would  in 
that  way  get  to  the  hands  of  a larger  practitioner  and  a wider 
field  for  usefulness. 

Dr.  Wyman  was  to  a certain  extent  a sufferer  from  hay  fever; 
so  he  naturally  had  a scientific  interest  in  it.  He  was  bound  to 
find  out  why  he  had  hay  fever.  In  his  own  case  he  found  out 
that  it  was  Roman  wormwood  that  excited  his  nasal  membrane. 
But  he  went  further  still,  and  foimd  out  that  there  were  numer- 
ous other  things  that  make  trouble.  He  naturally  had  from 
all  over  the  country  a large  recourse  of  patients  suffering 
from  it,  and  there  were  some  incidents  in  his  consultations 
which  were  amusing,  as  many  things  that  the  doctor  did  were 
amusing.  A good  lady  from  the  West  came  to  see  him  once 
who  suffered  from  hay  fever,  and  the  doctor  could  give  her 
very  little  comfort  except  to  advise  her  to  go  up  in  the  New 
Hampshire  hiUs.  “Well,’’  she  said,  “I  supposed  that  sooner  or 
later  you  would  outgrow  it.  There  is  some  limit  to  it.  Doctor?” 
“Oh,  yes,”  said  the  doctor,  “there  may  be  a limit,  there  may  be 


I 

I 

( 


t 


J/ 


<‘-n 


j 


1 


■i 


% 


..  7li  JU<± 


f 

* 


1922.1 


WALCOTT:  CAMBRIDGE  PHYSICIANS 


119 


a limit.  My  grandson  is  three  years  old,  and  he  has  it ; and  ]\Ir. 
Samuel  Batchelder  is  ninety-three  years  old,  and  he  has  it; 
but  you  are  ninety,  and  there  may  be  a limit.  I don’t  know.” 

He  also  did  various  other  things  in  connection  with  medicine. 
Some  of  his  neighbors  on  Sparks  Street  — I do  not  know  if  there 
are  any  now  hving  — were  somewhat  offended  at  his  erecting  a 
shed  on  his  premises  for  the  purpose  of  finding  out  something 
about  a disease  knovni  as  pleural  pneumonia.  He  had  some 
cattle  carefully  watched,  but  somehow  he  did  not  come  to  a 
satisfactory  conclusion  with  regard  to  the  disease.  In  fact,  a 
satisfactory  conclusion  has  not  been  reached  by  anybody  with 
regard  to  that  form  of  disease. 

He  was  also  tremendously  interested  in  public  questions.  It 
is  hardly  fair  to  expect  many  to  remember  that,  in  1866,  a girl 
sixteen  years  old  was  severely  flogged  in  a Cambridge  school. 
Many  good  people  were  excited  over  it,  and  Dr.  Wyman  was 
intensely  indignant.  He,  with  a few  of  his  friends,  went  before 
the  School  Committee  to  get  them  to  make  some  rules  to  make 
that  thing  impossible.  The  school  committee  of  that  day  took 
no  immediate  action  although  they  ought  to  have  known  better; 
but  they  did  not  recognize  the  fact  that  Dr.  Wyman  had  become 
intensely  interested  in  the  matter,  because  Dr.  Wyman  had  a 
resolution  condemning  whipping  of  school  children  passed  in 
Repubhcan  caucus,  which  was  then  a representative  caucus  — 
a most  desirable  change  from  this  (I  think  as  an  old  man  I 
might  venture  to  say)  wretched  system  of  the  “popular” 
primary  — because  then  the  people  of  Cambridge  met  and  dis- 
cussed matters.  One  of  the  men  who  most  often  appeared  at 
such  meetings  was  Professor  Child.  Another  there,  the  leader 
generally  on  the  other  side,  was  Mr.  Frank  Chapman.  Of 
course,  there  were  many  interesting  things  in  the  meeting  — to 
ramble  a little  from  my  subject.  On  one  occasion  Professor 
Child,  rather  ignorantly  in  that  particular  instance,  had  abused 
the  city  government  for  building  the  present  police  and  fire 
station  in  Brattle  Square.  Among  other  things,  he  objected  to 
the  ornamental  tower,  which  was  a portion  of  the  building.  It 
was  a fact  that  there  were  five  or  six  bath  tubs  in  it.  The  tower, 
of  course,  was  one  of  the  most  useful  things  in  the  building, 
because  it  enabled  the  long  stretches  of  leather  hose  to  be  hung 
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up  to  drain.  That  whole  thing  came  out  in  the  course  of  the 
discussion,  and  a great  many  people  were  instructed  by  it.  But 
a former  mayor  of  Cambridge  was  so  much  impressed  by  the 
denunciation  which  Professor  Child  had  indulged  in  at  the 
bath  tubs  provided  in  this  station  that  he  got  up  and  said,  ‘‘I 
have  lived  in  Cambridge  man  and  boy  thirty-five  years,  and  I 
never  had  a bath  tub  in  my  house.’’  He  was  surprised  at  the 
applause  he  got. 

But  Dr.  W^unan  — to  return  — considered  his  one  object  in 
life  the  care  of  the  sick.  He  never  allowed  any  other  interest  to 
interfere  with  it.  To  my  knowledge,  he  never  refused  a sick 
call,  and  I was  intimately  enough  associated  with  him  to  know 
what  his  habits  were.  He  never  at  any  time  of  day  or  night 
refused  to  go  on  a call,  and  that  for  a man  who  had  perhaps  the 
largest  practice  of  any  man  in  ^Massachusetts  outside  of  Boston 
— and  I rather  question  whether  any  man  in  Boston  saw  as 
many  patients  in  a day  as  Dr.  W yman  did  — is  a tribute  to  his 
zeal.  But  after  fourteen  years  of  hard  work  here  he  had  a 
hemorrhage  in  the  lungs.  Many  members  of  his  family  had  suf- 
fered from  the  same  disease,  and  it  seemed  to  him  that  his  fate 
had  come.  His  friends  urged  him  to  take  a vacation,  perhaps 
change  his  practice  entirely.  He  consented  to  the  extent  of  a 
short  trip  to  Europe.  There  he  was  bored  to  death  and  made  up 
his  mind,  as  he  said,  that  he  would  come  home  and  die  in  the 
harness.  He  came  home  to  a larger  practice  than  he  ever  had. 
He  disregarded  every  one  of  the  ordinary  rules  of  H\dng;  he 
paid  very  little  attention  to  his  food;  he  paid  still  less  attention 
to  the  times  at  which  he  took  it.  His  one  salvation  was  his 
very  temperate,  frugal  habits  and  constant  life  in  the  open  air, 
and  he  carried  to  his  ninety-second  year  a clear  head  and  a 
sound  body. 

His  was  a remarkable  family  in  every  way.  His  inheritance 
was  a great  inheritance.  Rufus  Wyman,  his  father,  was  one  of 
the  promising  men  of  his  day.  He  resisted  the  request  to 
remain  -with  his  teacher.  Dr.  Jeffries,  who  then  had  the  largest 
practice  in  the  city  of  Boston.  Some  may  remember  Dr. 
Jeffries  as  the  man  who  threatened  England  by  making  a 
balloon  flight  from  France  over  the  English  Channel  into  Eng- 
land, the  first  time  the  thing  had  been  done.  Jeffries  published 
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an  account  of  it  which  made  a good  deal  of  stir.  He  came  home 
here  and  was,  as  I say,  a physician  in  Boston.  He  tried  to  keep 
Rufus  Wyman  in  Boston,  but  Rufus  Wyman  felt  that  his  family 
delicacy  of  the  lungs  perhaps  was  not  fitted  to  city  residence, 
and  established  himself  in  Chelmsford,  but  could  not  escape  his 
reputation.  He  became  very  widely  known  and  when,  in  1817, 
the  trustees  of  the  ^Massachusetts  General  Hospital  had  decided 
to  open  a hospital  for  the  insane  on  the  IMcLean  property  in 
Somerville,  the  man  they  picked  out  for  its  superintendent  was 
Rufus  Wyman.  His  able  successor.  Dr.  Beal,  in  a notice  of 
Dr.  W^unan  uses  some  very  strong  expressions  with  regard  to 
him  and  said  that  of  course  nobody  now  realized  what  a work  it 
was  that  Rufus  Wyman  undertook.  The  insane  in  this  com- 
munity had  been  treated  like  wild  beasts.  They  never  had  been 
treated  as  human  beings.  They  were  locked  up,  they  were 
chained,  they  were  whipped  — everything  was  done  to  them 
that  ought  not  to  have  been  done.  And  out  of  that  misery 
Rufus  Wyman  collected  a certain  number  of  people  and  treated 
them  as  human  beings,  and  introduced  into  this  community 
for  the  first  time  the  humane  treatment  of  the  insane. 

Under  such  a family  tradition,  Morrill  Wyman  and  his 
equally  great,  perhaps  greater,  brother,  Jeffries  Wyman,  were 
brought  up.  They  were  educated  together  at  Phillips  Exeter 
Academy,  they  came  to  Harvard  together  as  students,  they 
were  never  separated  through  their  lives,  and  they  had  for  each 
other  a most  marked  affection.  It  would  be  difficult  to  say 
which  influence  was  the  stronger.  In  some  ways  I think  that 
Jeffries  Wyman  had  the  more  marked  influence  of  the  two. 
Everybody  here,  of  course,  knows  the  lines  of  Lowell’s  magnifi- 
cent sonnet: 


The  wisest  man  could  ask  no  more  of  Fate 
Than  to  be  simple,  modest,  manly,  true. 

Safe  from  the  Many,  honored  by  the  Few; 

To  count  as  naught  in  World,  or  Church,  or  State, 
But  inwardly  in  secret  to  be  great; 

To  feel  mysterious  Nature  ever  new; 

To  touch,  if  not  to  grasp,  her  endless  clue. 

And  learn  by  each  discovery  how  to  wait. 
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He  widened  knowledge  and  escaped  the  praise; 

He  wisely  taught,  because  more  wise  to  learn; 

He  toiled  for  Science,  not  to  draw  men’s  gaze, 

But  for  her  lore  of  self-denial  stern. 

That  such  a man  could  spring  from  our  decays 
Fans  the  soul’s  nobler  faith  until  it  burn. 

And  that  applied  to  both  brothers.  Jeffries  Wyman  was  one  of 
the  most  modest  of  men.  He  cared  nothing  for  the  great  repu- 
tation wRich  the  world  might  bring  him.  But  the  scientific 
world  did  bring  him  the  reputation  as  the  foremost  man  of 
science  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  Of  course,  there  have  been 
other  doctors  in  Cambridge,  good  doctors,  but  these  two  men 
represented  the  scientific  aspects  of  medicine.  Jeffries  Wyman 
represented  distinctly  the  scientific  aspect,  because  he  was 
never  a practitioner  of  medicine.  In  fact,  one  of  his  interesting 
anecdotes  of  his  great  master,  James  Jackson,  was  the  fact  that 
he,  Jeffries  Wyman,  wRile  poring  over  IMiiller’s  Comparative 
Anatomy y wRich  had  just  appeared,  one  of  the  great  books  of 
science,  felt  a hand  upon  his  shoulder  and  looked  up,  and  James 
Jackson  w*as  there.  He  said,  ‘AVhat  is  that  you  have,  Jeffries?” 
Jeffries  showed  it  to  him.  Jackson  shook  his  head  and  said, 
^Wou  will  never  be  a practitioner  of  medicine,  Jeffries,  if  you 
spend  your  time  reading  books  fike  that.”  Well,  he  was  not. 
James  Jackson  was  right.  He  was  not  a practitioner  of  medi- 
cine, but  he  did  something  equally  good. 

I have  said  that  Dr.  Wyman  was  a scientific  doctor.  There 
was  one  other  scientific  doctor,  and  a Cambridge  man.  Per- 
haps few^  of  us  could  think  that  the  name  wRen  I mention  it  was 
that  of  a doctor.  He  had  his  title  of  Doctor.”  That  was  Dr. 
Ohver  Wendell  Holmes.  He  had  completed  his  education  on 
the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic.  He  came  back  here  hoping  to  be 
a practitioner  of  medicine.  He  never  succeeded  in  being  a 
practitioner  of  medicine.  He  had  the  title  of  Doctor  in  Hospital 
Service  at  the  ^Massachusetts  General  Hospital  for  a number  of 
years,  but  that  meant  very  little  at  that  time.  But  he  did  do 
great  things  in  scientific  medicine.  He  early  discovered  that 
some  of  the  earlier  settlers  of  Massachusetts  — Henry  Dunster, 
the  president  of  the  college,  among  them  — w^ere  victims  of 
malarial  fever,  and  died  with  it.  It  was  a common  enough 
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disease  in  Lincolnshire  and  these  early  settlers  brought  it  to  this 
side  of  the  Atlantic,  but  it  never  propagated  itself  here.  Beyond 
the  first  generation,  malarial  fever  did  not  exist  in  this  part  of 
the  world.  That  fact  attracted  Dr.  Holmes’  attention.  He 
went  into  a geographical  history  of  the  distribution  of  malarial 
fever.  He  showed  its  gradual  progress  through  the  countr}^  and 
made  a study  which  in  the  world  stands  today  as  the  best  story 
of  the  original  distribution  of  malarial  fever  in  the  new  country. 
That  was  one  performance. 

The  other  was  an  essay  which  he  published  upon  puerperal 
fever,  entitled  “Puerperal  Fever,  a Domestic  Pestilence.” 
Everj'body  knows  what  puerperal  fever  is  — a most  pathetic, 
the  saddest  of  all  afflictions  of  women.  He  believed  that  it  was 
a preventable  disease,  that  it  was  transmitted  by  perfectly  well- 
known  channels,  that  it  ought  to  be  prevented.  L^nfortunately, 
those  channels  in  some  cases  were  the  attending  physicians  or 
the  careless  nurse.  He  pubhshed  the  result  of  his  observations, 
and  raised  up  a storm  about  his  ears  such  as  ver^"  few  men  have 
had  to  go  through.  There  was  nothing  too  bad  that  the  medical 
men  of  Philadelphia,  which  was  then  the  medical  centre  of  the 
countr^^  could  say  of  him.  But  Holmes  took  it  as  he  took  most 
of  the  things  of  life  vdth  equanimity,  and  within  two  years  of 
the  publication  of  Holmes’  pamphlet,  a German  doctor,  Sem- 
melweiss,  came  to  the  same  conclusion  by  the  same  process  of 
reason  and  published  his  results,  but  the  Germans  had  never 
recognized  anjdhing  that  came  from  this  side  of  the  Atlantic. 
And  again  the  credit  went  to  Europe,  with  the  rewards  that 
went  with  it.  But  Holmes  deserved  it,  and  that  one  thing 
stamped  him  as  a scientific  doctor. 

I do  not  know  that  there  is  any  other  medical  representative 
that  I have  any  desire  to  speak  about,  because  Cambridge  has 
always  had  a collection  of  very  good  doctors,  and  still  has  a col- 
lection of  good  doctors,  and  I do  not  think  there  is  any  danger 
of  the  community  not  being  properly  looked  after;  but  such 
doctors  or  such  men  as  iMorrill  Wyman  and  Jeffries  Wyman  do 
not  come  in  every  generation. 

Now,  leaving  Simons  Hill  with  its  associations  and  coming 
down  into  Old  Cambridge,  I could  take  the  pathway  which  i\Ir. 
Lowell  was  in  the  habit  of  taking,  which  would  bring  him  down 
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this  side  of  Cambridge  Common  on  his  way  to  the  College  Yard. 
The  interesting  things  that  I myself  have  seen  on  Cambridge 
Common  were  of  a perfectly  trhial  character,  but  may  have  a 
certain  amount  of  interest.  One  w^as  the  visit  of  the  Prince  of 
Wales  to  this  country.  President  Felton,  who  was  then  presi- 
dent of  the  college,  had  made  up  his  mind  that  a very  spec- 
tacular event  in  the  Prince’s  visit  would  be  the  introduction  of 
George  Washington  under  the  Washington  Elm  to  the  Prince  of 
Wales.  George  Washington  w^as  a student  from  the  valley  of 
Virginia  in  the  Class  of  1864.  He  was  a tall,  raw-boned  youth, 
wdth  slightly  reddish  brown  hair,  blue  eyes,  corresponding 
pretty  closely  to  what  the  mighty  Washington  himself  might 
have  looked  like.  He  was  a descendant  of  Washington’s  young- 
est brother.  The  carriage  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  and  the  Duke 
of  Newcastle  stopped  at  the  Washington  Elm,  the  meaning  of 
which  I do  not  imagine  the  Prince  understood  or  cared  about, 
and  poor  George  Washington  was  led  up  to  be  introduced  to 
him.  George  Washington  did  not  want  to  be  introduced  to 
him,  and  the  Prince  did  not  care  to  have  George  Washington 
brought  up.  It  failed  absolutely  — made  no  impression.  But 
George  Washington  was  vdth  his  class  in  the  Rebellion,  and  the 
next  that  was  heard  of  him  was  when  one  of  his  classmates  was 
passing  through  the  hospital  below  Winchester  in  the  Valley  of 
Virginia  and  he  heard  a faint  voice  from  one  of  the  cots  occu- 
pied by  a Confederate  soldier,  calhng  to  him  by  the  name  that 
he  was  knowm  by  in  college.  He  went  to  the  cot,  and  there  was 
George  Washington,  dying. 

The  other  event  was  an  entirely  ludicrous  one.  The  War 
Memorial  had  been  erected  upon  the  Common  with  a granite 
soldier  on  its  top.  In  consequence  of  a regulation  of  the  School 
Committee  after  whipping  had  been  forbidden  in  the  schools, 
whenever  the  master  of  a school  was  in  trouble,  the  matter  was 
turned  over  to  the  School  Committee.  Mr.  Mansfield,  the 
principal  of  the  Washington  Grammar  School,  once  sent  over  in 
great  haste  to  a committeeman  of  the  school  whose  house  was 
near  by,  saying  that  there  had  been  a most  unseemly  perform- 
ance in  his  school.  Two  of  the  usually  good  girls  in  the  larger 
class  had  torn  each  other’s  hair  and  done  all  sorts  of  things  to 
each  other,  and  he  was  at  an  absolute  loss  as  to  the  reason  for  it 
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and  as  to  what  he  should  do.  The  committeeman  went  over 
there  and,  fortunately,  had  some  personal  acquaintance  with 
one  of  the  girls.  They  were  good  girls,  and  he  elicited  this 
stor^^: — Anita  Chamberlain  had  said  to  a collection  of  girls  at 
recess  time  that  the  statue  on  Cambridge  Commmn  represented 
her  father.  The  other  girl,  being  the  daughter  of  an  also  nota- 
ble soldier,  resented  that  imputation,  and  said  it  was  not  her 
father,  and  from  that  the  warlike  spirit  of  the  parents  entered 
into  these  two  girls,  and  they  had  a contest.  I did  not  know 
'what  to  do  — I happened  to  be  the  committeeman.  General 
Chamberlain,  who  was  then  in  charge  of  the  State  Arsenal  — 
perhaps  some  here  may  remember  him  — was  a magnificent 
chap  physically.  He  had  two  great  scars  across  his  face,  a great 
deal  bigger  even  than  IMajor  Higginson’s.  I said  to  Chamber- 
lain,  “^Miat  in  the  world  has  got  into  your  daughter,  Cham- 
berlain? YTiat  is  the  trouble?'’  He  laughed,  and  said,  “Oh, 
Anita  was  right.  YTien  Cobb  was  modelhng  that  statue,  he 
had  not  had  much  experience,  and  he  asked  me  to  pose  for  it. 
I had  a mihtary  coat  and  I did  pose  for  it,  and  my  daughter  saw 
the  performance,  and  she  very  properly  supposed  that  she  had 
a right  to  claim  that  that  statue  on  Cambridge  Common  was 
her  father.” 

There  is  another  incident  I remember  in  connection  with 
Cambridge  Common.  I had  once  stajdng  wdth  me  one  of  the 
great  public  health  men  of  the  world,  James  Russell,  the  health 
officer  in  Glasgow^,  and  one  of  the  officers  of  the  Prhw  Council, 
who  deserved  ever^Thing  that  came  to  him  — and  he  had  about 
every  honor  that  a medical  man  could  get.  We  went  out  one 
morning,  and  as  we  were  w^alking  across  the  Common  he  said 
to  me,  “Oh,  here,  there  are  some  trophies  of  the  Civil  War 
there.”  “Yes,”  I said,  “they  are  trophies  of  the  Civil  War,  but 
not  the  one  you  are  thinking  about.  Come  over  and  look  at 
them.”  And  he  went  over,  and  I showed  him  the  “G.  R.” 
which  carried  them  back  to  George  III.  Russell  was  properly 
impressed,  and  then  he  said,  “By  the  way,  tell  me  where 
Somerville  Heights  are.”  The  college  dormitory  had  not  then 
been  erected  over  here  at  the  church,  so  that  Somerville  Heights 
was  perfectly  distinct;  and  I said  to  him,  “Turn  around  and 
look  at  them.  WTiat  do  you  know  about  them?”  He  said, 
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‘‘My  grandfather  was  a captain  in  the  Scotch  Fusileers.  He 
was  among  those  who  surrendered  with  Burgoyne  after  the 
Battle  of  Saratoga,  and  he  had  a great  deal  to  say  in  his  diary, 
which  is  a very  interesting  one,  about  a prison  camp  on  Somer- 
ville Heights,  and  the  visits  which  he  occasionally  made  to  Har- 
vard College,  and  the  acquaintances  that  he  made  with  one  or 
two  of  the  officers  there.’’  ‘^Well,”  I said,  “that  is  very  inter- 
esting. I should  like  to  see  the  diary.”  He  said,  “I  will  send  it 
to  you.”  But,  unfortunately,  Russell  died  before  he  could  carry 
out  his  wish,  and  I lost  trace  of  his  family.  He  had  a son  who 
had  gone  away  into  the  colonies. 

The  only  one  of  the  early  doctors  in  Cambridge  that  I can 
find  out  much  about  was  Benjamin  Waterhouse.  The  Carnages, 
father  and  son,  were  said  to  be  surgeons  in  the  Revolutionary 
Army.  I find  in  Washington’s  report  in  October,  1775,  to  the 
Council  of  War  that  he  was  very  much  disturbed  at  the  condi- 
tion of  the  hospitals;  the  condition  of  the  hospitals  to  his  mind 
was  bad;  they  were  badly  administered;  the  money  was  wasted, 
and  he  was  determined  on  making  changes.  He  submitted  with 
that  a hst  of  his  medical  men,  and  among  them  — there  was  no 
Cambridge  name  that  I can  identify  — the  name  of  Carnage 
did  not  appear.  He  was  one  of  the  characters  that  Mr.  John 
Holmes  was  in  the  habit  of  imitating,  and  did  it  very  effectively, 
to  those  who  were  fortunate  enough  to  hear  him  do  some  of 
those  things.  He  went  through  the  performance  once  for  my 
neighbor.  Miss  Ware,  who  then  hved  in  the  old  Waterhouse 
house.  He  came  in  one  evening  in  the  character  of  Dr.  Carnage, 
and  did  it  with  remarkable  effectiveness.  Carnage  wore  a long 
waistcoat  with  a multitude  of  pockets  in  it  — twenty  pockets. 
Each  pocket  contained  some  powder  or  drug  — calomel  in  one, 
jalap  in  another,  and  so  on. 

She  [Miss  Ware]  said  she  remembered  distinctly  when  she 
had  some  fever  that  she  was  examined  by  Carnage,  who  said  to 
her,  “Better  have  a little  jalap,”  called  for  a glass  of  water, 
fumbled  aroimd  in  a certain  pocket  and  brought  out  a pinch  of 
jalap.  I hope  very  few  of  you  know  what  jalap  is.  It  is  a dis- 
agreeable dose.  He  brought  out  his  jalap,  put  it  into  the 
tumbler,  and  stirred  it  with  an  abominably  dirty  finger,  and 
then  insisted  upon  the  little  girl  drinking  it. 
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But,  of  course,  Washington  gives  us  incidentally  thereto  an 
interesting  account  of  the  Continental  Arm\"  in  this  report  on 
the  medical  conditions.  He  says  he  had  four  hospitals  here,  all 
of  them  very  badly  taken  care  of;  that  the  men  did  not  get 
proper  attention,  did  not  get  their  medicine  properly,  and  that 
thing  must  be  reformed,  and  he  was  going  to  reform  it.  Unfor- 
tunately, at  that  time,  Church,  who  was  then  Surgeon-General 
in  charge  of  the  hospitals,  became  suspected  of  traitorous  cor- 
respondence vdth  the  people  in  Boston.  Washington  himself 
presided  over  the  court  martial.  Church  was  found  guilty,  was 
condemned  to  exile,  and  was  lost  at  sea  while  on  his  way  to  the 
West  Indies.  But  the  interesting  thing  was  that  Washington 
reported  only  382  cases  in  the  four  hospitals  in  which  the  sick 
of  the  army  were  cared  for,  and  also  reported  that  the  number 
was  diminishing  from  day  to  day.  That  was  pretty  good 
testimony,  after  all,  of  the  condition  of  the  army  in  the  siege 
of  Boston. 

But,  to  get  back  to  Dr.  Waterhouse:  Waterhouse  was  prob- 
ably the  best  educated  academic  man  on  this  side  of  the 
Atlantic.  He  had  a degree  from  Leyden,  one  of  the  great  medi- 
cal schools  on  the  other  side  of  the  ocean.  He  was  a relative,  I 
presume,  of  Dr.  Fothergill,  a very  distinguished  physician  in 
London,  who  probabl}"  gave  him  advice  and  assistance.  He 
came  back  to  this  country  in  1780  or  1781,  and  was  almost 
immediately  made  a member  of  the  faculty  of  the  newly  estab- 
lished medical  school,  and  that  was  the  beginning  of  all  his 
difficulties.  Aaron  Dexter  and  John  Warren  were  his  associates. 
The  doctor,  who  was  always  a controversialist,  always  writing 
to  the  newspapers,  very  soon  got  into  hot  water  with  the 
Warrens,  and  inasmuch  as  Waterhouse  drifted  into  the  Repub- 
lican party  of  those  days  while  the  rest  of  the  practitioners  were 
Federalists,  he  had  a very  hard  time  of  it.  I think  it  was  Jef- 
ferson who  gave  him  his  appointment  as  Surgeon-General  of 
the  hospitals  in  New  England,  but  with  a meagre  salary  attached 
to  it,  and  the  doctor  was  always  in  money  troubles  throughout 
life.  The  one  great  ser^dce  that  he  rendered  was  the  introduc- 
tion of  vaccination.  Dr.  Fothergill,  his  relation  in  London,  had 
made  the  approach  to  Jenner  rather  an  easy  one  for  Dr.  Water- 
house,  and  Jenner  was  very  glad  to  find  an  intelligent  man  on 
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this  side  of  the  Atlantic  to  whom  to  entrust  the  practice  of  vac- 
cination. Waterhouse  received  his  material  from  Jenner  and 
vaccinated  his  own  children,  demonstrating  the  success  of  the 
process,  and  fortunately  for  him  he  very  early  acquired  the  con- 
fidence of  the  only  President  of  the  United  States  that  ever 
showed  any  interest  in  medical  science,  Thomas  Jefferson. 
Jefferson  was  a supporter  of  Waterhouse,  a very  powerful  sup- 
porter, and  probably  did  more  than  any  one  to  assist  him  in 
the  country  as  a whole  in  introducing  his  practice  of  vaccina- 
tion. Waterhouse  got  very  little  profit  out  of  it,  perhaps  none, 
because  the  process  very  soon  became  a general  one.  ^Almost 
every  man  was  capable  of  performing  it,  and  the  money  he  got 
was  very  little.  MJiat  vaccination  meant,  though,  no  man  here, 
no  woman  here,  can  realize  for  an  instant.  Harvard  College 
was  three  times  dismissed  on  account  of  smallpox  for  periods 
varying  from  two  months  to  four  months.  In  1721,  when  Bos- 
ton contained  a population  of  less  than  tw^enty  thousand,  there 
were  six  thousand  recorded  cases  of  smallpox  and  eight  hun- 
dred deaths.  Translating  that  into  the  figures  of  the  city  of 
Cambridge,  assuming  that  we  have  one  hundred  thousand 
inhabitants,  what  under  heavens  would  the  community  do 
with  four  thousand  people  dead  and  thirty  thousand  people 
sick?  I do  not  know  any  better  illustration  of  what  vaccina- 
tion did. 

There  had  been  the  earlier  attempt  in  1721  to  meet  some  of 
the  evils  of  smallpox  by  inoculation.  But  inoculation  w”as 
almost  w'orse  than  the  disease,  because  it  did  not  apply  to  the 
community  as  a whole,  it  applied  only  to  those  who  were  pos- 
sessed of  means  enough  to  go  to  an  expensive  treatment  in  a 
hospital.  And,  worse  than  that,  it  kept  the  poison  alive  in  the 
community;  so  that  you  always  had  in  the  vicinity  of  these 
inoculation  hospitals  more  or  less  of  the  disease.  One  of  the 
most  famous  existed  here  near  Elmwood,  and  the  Revolutionary 
soldiers  recently  reported  found  buried  near  the  junction  of 
Channing  and  Alt.  Auburn  Streets  are  most  likely  to  have  been 
patients  in  that  hospital  because  that  was  one  of  the  much  fre- 
quented ones.  So  the  work  of  Dr.  Waterhouse  in  that  respect 
was  very  great,  and  he  deserves  all  the  credit  that  has  been 
given  to  him. 
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The  doctor  had  a very  good  idea  of  his  own  ability,  and  his 
pamphlet  which  I hold  in  my  hand  is  pretty  good  evidence  of 
all  his  peculiarities.  He  used  to  deliver,  apparently,  a lecture 
once  a year  to  the  students  in  the  medical  school  of  the  college 
and  anybody  else  who  cared  to  come  and  hear  it.  One  of  his 
lectures  was  upon  the  baneful  effects  of  smoking  a cigar.  He 
published  his  first  treatise  in  1S05.  He  published  this  edition 
fifteen  years  later,  and  says  in  the  preface  to  it  that  the  essay 

which  I first  published  in  1805  almost  entirely  destroyed  the 
habit  of  smoking  tobacco.”  Therefore  he  was  encouraged  to 
republish  it  in  order  to  again  give  tobacco  a death-blow.  The 
reasons  for  not  smoking  are  not  particularly  interesting  and  are 
not  worth  reading,  but  the  correspondence  which  preceded  it  is 
very  interesting. 

He  had  one  letter  from  Governor  Sullivan,  who  was  one  of  the 
early  great  governors  of  Massachusetts.  Sullivan  approved  the 
doctor’s  treatise,  thought  likely  it  would  do  good,  and  men- 
tions certain  examples  which  he  has  in  mind  of  the  baneful 
effects  of  tobacco.  He  said  to  Dr.  Waterhouse:  ‘Wou  may 
remember  that  Governor  Hancock  was  one  of  my  most  intimate 
friends.  The  Governor  was  a man  of  spare  habits,  rather  feeble 
health,  and  had  injured  himself  by  some  immoderate  use  of 
tobacco,  also  by  the  still  more  pernicious  habit  of  introducing 
lemon  juice  into  his  punch,  his  stomach  had  become  upset,  and 
he  suffered.”  There  is  nothing  said  about  the  punch.  The 
lemon  juice  'was  the  one  thing  that  made  the  trouble,  and  that 
may  perhaps  explain  why  Harvard  College  had  certain  troubles 
with  Hancock  as  Treasurer. 

Then  Sullivan  also  sends  with  the  letter  the  experiences  of  his 
brother,  an  equall}^  celebrated  man  of  that  day.  Major  John 
Sullivan,  who  was  much  given  to  tobacco,  but  had  a military 
appearance  on  parade.  He  said  there  was  nothing  in  the  dis- 
cipline of  an  officer  that  included  the  handling  of  a snuff  box, 
but  it  was  a very  disagreeable  incident  in  an  officer’s  conduct, 
and  therefore  he  was  in  the  habit  of  carrying  snuff  loose  in  his 
pockets,  and  when  occasion  arose  he  took  out  a pinch  of  snuff 
and  used  it,  but  even  that  he  felt  w^as  slightly  injurious. 

Then  he  encloses  a letter  from  old  John  Adams.  He  got  this 
letter  from  Adams  when  Adams  was  approaching  ninety.  In  it 
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Adams  said,  “I  can  testify  to  the  bad  effects  of  tobacco,  because 
I began  to  chew  tobacco  when  I was  a mere  boy,  and  I gave  it 
up  when  I went  to  London  because  I thought  the  habit  of  chew- 
ing tobacco  there  was  pernicious  when  I was  ambassador  there. 
I also  did  not  chew  tobacco  in  Holland  because  they  are  not  in 
the  habit  of  cheving  tobacco,  but  I did  chew  tobacco  immod- 
erately, and  I am  satisfied  that  it  injured  my  digestion.”  He 
foimd  that  Adams  also  said  that  he  found  the  general  belief  on 
the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic  to  be  that  the  proper  drinks  for 
men  were  the  hght  vdnes  from  Bordeaux.  For  himself,  how- 
ever, he  preferred  cider  for  he  had  always  observed  that  the 
cider  drinkers  were  very  long-lived  people,  and  therefore  cider 
was  the  drinli  which  he  preferred.  Well,  cider,  of  course,  had  a 
reputation  in  New  England.  Old  President  Holyoke,  who  had  a 
famous  son,  a doctor,  records  in  his  diary  for  April  1743,  “This 
day  drew  off  fifteen  barrels  of  cider,  retaining  one  for  my  imme- 
diate use.”  In  April  in  those  days  a man  had  hard  cider,  with 
none  of  the  noxious  materials  we  now  put  in  for  the  pmpose  of 
keeping  it  sweet. 

One  good  letter,  the  best  letter  of  the  whole  lot,  a very  short 
letter,  and  of  course  the  letter  of  a politician,  was  written  by 
Thomas  Jefferson  while  President.  He  goes  on  to  say : “Although 
I am  in  Virginia,  so  am  interested  in  the  raising  of  tobacco 
and  interested  in  the  commerce  in  tobacco,  I beheve  that  you 
are  quite  right  that  tobacco  is  no  benefit  to  the  human  race,  and 
I hope  that  you  will  succeed  in  your  efforts  to  destroy  this  Vir- 
ginian influence  as  well  as  any  other  influence  that  is  prejudi- 
cial to  the  moral,  religious,  economic  well-being  of  your 
country.” 

Of  course,  Cambridge  was  poor.  One  of  the  most  amusing, 
if  it  is  proper  to  state  it,  recollections  I have  is  in  regard  to  Dr. 
Waterhouse.  He  went  into  the  Cambridge  Bank  and  saw  iMr. 
Hilliard  the  cashier  and  treasurer,  made  his  application  for  a 
loan,  and  was  told  that  the  directors  met  on  ^londay  and  his 
application  would  be  then  submitted  to  them.  He  wanted  to 
be  quite  safe  about  it,  so  interviewed  the  various  directors,  and 
went  into  the  bank  on  Monday  expecting  to  get  his  money. 
The  President  said,  “Well,  doctor,  I am  very  sorry,  but  the 
directors  concluded  that  they  could  not  afford  to  let  you  have 
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that  money/’  ''Indeed,”  said  the  doctor,  "they  did,  did  they?” 
"Yes.”  "AU  of  them?”  "YYs.”  "WeU,”  he  said,  "aU  I have 
got  to  say  is  I saw  every  one  of  the  directors  and  they  said  they 
were  favorable.  I have  a great  regard  for  them  individually,  but 
collectively  they  may  be  damned.” 


I>  v»ii * U)  ^i;w>  ■>  !:'>>  vfj.;-  ' ^'1  M;  •;  ot  ;.  ' 

i,'"f?;!^07  j !■-  r'7i  ii  I .fibfmoviil  7:377 


132  THE  CAMBRIDGE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  [Ocr. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY 
AND  OF  THE  COUNCIL,  1921-22 

The  Society  has  passed  a happy  and  interesting  year.  The 
usual  three  stated  meetings  and  the  spring  garden  party  have 
been  carried  out  according  to  the  now  established  schedule. 

The  annual  meeting  was  held  October  25,  1921,  at  Professor 
Emerton’s.  Upon  the  resignation,  deeply  regretted,  of  William 
Roscoe  Thayer  from  the  presidency,  Mr.  Emerton  w^as  elected 
to  succeed  him.  The  other  officers  were  reelected.  The  Long- 
fellow Prize  Aledal  was  ’wnthdravui  from  competition  for  the 
present  as  the  number  of  essays  handed  in  has  become  neg- 
ligible. The  paper  of  the  evening  was  by  Miss  Adelaide  Irma 
Rich  of  Boston,  on  ^^Some  Vital  Errors  in  the  Volumes  of  Cam- 
bridge  Vital  Statistics.^^  This  paper  aroused  much  interest  and 
discussion  as  it  revealed  surprising  carelessness  in  the  compila- 
tion of  these  official  volumes. 

The  winter  meeting  was  held  on  January  24,  1922,  at  Mr. 
Byron  S.  Hurlbut’s,  32  Quincy  Street.  Mr.  Ford  read  a critique 
on  “Some  Unpublished  Letters  of  John  Adams,  Abigail  Adams, 
and  John  Quincy  Adams,”  which  have  been  loaned  to  the 
Society  for  publication.  Mr.  Lane  read  some  Adams  manu- 
scripts preserved  in  the  Harvard  College  archives,  and  IMr. 
Thayer  spoke  on  Harvard  College  as  John  Quincy  Adams, 
knew  it. 

The  spring  meeting  was  held  on  xApril  25,  1922,  at  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Emerson’s,  the  ancient  Hooper-Lee-Nichols  house.  Mr. 
Joseph  Everett  Chandler,  who  recently  restored  the  house,  was 
present  to  describe  and  exliibit  it,  and  Mrs.  Gozzaldi  gave  a 
sketch  of  its  history.  Miss  Frances  Fowler  delighted  the  large 
company  present  by  reading  most  entertaining  extracts  from  a 
rare  work  describing  life  in  East  Cambridge  and  Cambridgeport 
one  hundred  years  ago. 

The  spring  garden  party  was  held  on  the  afternoon  of  June  10, 
1922,  at  the  residence  of  Air.  Moses  P.  White,  11  Highland 
Street.  Owing  to  somewhat  inclement  weather  the  exercises 
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were  held  indoors.  The  Rev.  Prescott  Evarts  read  an  apt  and 
humorous  paper  ‘^On  a Certain  Deplorable  Tendency  Among 
the  Most  Respectable  IMembers  of  the  Community  to  Abstain 
from  Church-Going,  as  Observed  in  the  Year  1796.^’  This  paper 
was  based  on  a rare  broadside  issued  on  this  subject  by  the 
ministers  of  Cambridge  and  vicinity  in  1796  and  recently  pre- 
sented to  the  Society  by  the  Rev.  H.  W.  Foote.  The  paper  was 
followed  by  remarks  by  President  Eliot  on  the  ^‘Abolition  of 
Compulsory  Chapel  Attendance  in  Harvard  College.’^ 

Besides  the  high  quality  of  the  papers  and  addresses,  the 
year  has  been  notable  in  at  least  two  other  respects  — the 
energy  and  interest  shown  by  our  new  president,  and  the  num- 
ber of  profitable  suggestions  brought  forward  by  members  at 
the  meetings.  Among  these  may  be  mentioned  the  proposal  to 
write  a ‘^cooperative^’  history  of  Cambridge  from  1800  to  the 
present  time,  enlarging  and  carrying  forward  the  work  of 
Paige;  the  inquiry  as  to  the  advisability  of  preserving  the 
remains  of  the  old  court-house  on  Palmer  Street;  the  protest 
against  renaming  streets  and  squares  of  Cambridge  in  honor  of 
citizens  who  fell  in  the  Great  War;  the  desire  for  a more  com- 
prehensive tablet  on  the  Hooper- Lee-Nichols  house;  the  ques- 
tion raised  by  the  discovery  on  Charming  Street  of  remains 
supposed  to  be  those  of  Revolutionary  soldiers  who  died  in  the 
military  hospital  known  to  have  been  at  “Elmwood”  nearby; 
and  the  proposal  to  preserve  and  improve  the  Old  Bur^ung 
Ground  at  Harvard  Square.  By  bringing  forward  and  consider- 
ing such  topics  the  Society  fulfils  one  of  its  most  important 
functions,  and  not  only  benefits  from  the  stimulus  thereby 
received,  but  opens  the  door  for  vastly  increasing  its  usefulness 
and  prestige.  Most  of  the  above  matters  after  animated  dis- 
cussion were  referred  to  the  Council  to  consider  and  report 
upon.  The  protest  against  renaming  streets  was  duly  forwarded 
to  his  Honor  the  iMayor,  and  appears  to  have  been  effectual. 

During  the  year  the  Society  has  lost  by  death,  resignation, 
or  removal  the  following  names : 

Campbell  Bosson 
Helen  Chapin  Bosson 
Charles  Allerton  Cushman 
William  Morris  Davis 
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Mary  W^man  Da\ds 
Henry  Herbert  Edes 
Grace  Williamson  Edes 
Huger  Elliott 
Helen  Pierce  Ellis 
Roger  Ernst 

Allen  Winchester  Jackson 
James  Lee  Robinson 
George  Augustus  Sa\\yer 
Anna  Morrill  Walcott 
Katharine  Coolidge  Wheeler 

The  deep  loss  to  the  Society  in  the  lamented  death  of  Mr. 
Edes  is  set  forth  in  a minute  to  be  spread  upon  the  records. 

The  following  new  members  have  been  elected: 

Anne  Elizabeth  AUen 
Leslie  Linwood  Cleveland 
Patrick  Tracy  Jackson 
Anne  Smoot  Jackson 
Arthur  Kingsley  Porter 
Lucy  Wallace  Porter 
John  Houghton  Taylor 
Robert  Walcott 

The  regular  membership  is  now  slightly  below  its  allotted 
maximum  of  two  hundred,  and  the  secretary  would  gladly 
receive  nominations  of  candidates  who  are  known  to  be  in 
sympathy  with  the  objects  of  the  Society.  We  desire  to  obtain 
representatives  in  every  locality  and  every  sphere  of  activity 
throughout  the  city. 

The  Council  has  held  few  meetings  this  past  year,  since  the 
creation  of  a new  Committee  on  Meetings’’  (consisting  of  the 
president,  the  secretary,  INIrs.  Gozzaldi,  Mr.  F.  N.  Robinson, 
and  Rev.  Mr.  Foote)  has  relieved  it  of  the  routine  of  selecting 
speakers  and  meeting  places,  on  which  it  was  formerly  called 
together  at  frequent  intervals.  No  records  are  kept  of  the  meet- 
ings of  this  committee,  as  the  results  of  their  deliberations  suffi- 
ciently appear  in  the  Society’s  regular  programmes.  The 
Council  therefore  has  been  enabled  to  devote  itself  to  the  elec- 
tion of  new  members  and  the  discussion  of  questions  either 
originating  within  it  or  referred  to  it  by  the  general  meetings. 
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Its  work  has  been  further  facilitated  by  the  adoption  of  a regu- 
lar order  of  business. 

Although  the  Council  meetings  have  been  few,  they  have 
been  unusually  important  ovdng  to  the  number  of  interesting 
and  fruitful  questions  referred  to  it  as  above  mentioned.  The 
results  of  its  action  on  these  questions  may  be  here  set  down. 

In  the  matter  of  the  old  courthouse,  the  Council  voted  to 
request  Miss  Lois  L.  Howe  to  examine  and  photograph  the 
building  as  it  now  stands  and  to  report  her  conclusions  concern- 
ing the  worth  of  its  preservation. 

In  the  matter  of  a ^^cooperative”  history  of  Cambridge  from 
1800,  the  Council  voted  that  a committee  from  the  Society  at 
large,  consisting  of  Mr.  Lane  (chairman),  Mr.  Thayer,  Professor 
Hart,  Mrs.  Gozzaldi,  and  the  secretary,  consider  the  feasibility 
of  such  a history  and  report  to  a future  meeting  of  the  Council. 
So  far  this  committee  has  not  met. 

In  the  matter  of  the  tablet  at  the  Hooper- Lee-Nichols  house, 
Mr.  Sever  agreed  to  interview^  the  present  owner,  Air.  White, 
and  see  whether  the  matter  could  not  be  arranged  satisfactorily 
to  all  parties. 

In  the  matter  of  the  supposed  Revolutionary  burying-place 
near  “Elmwood,”  a considerable  amount  of  information  has 
been  accumulated  tending  to  confirm  the  tradition,  but  the 
Council  voted  that  no  present  action  is  advisable  until  further 
investigations  are  completed. 

In  the  matter  of  the  Old  Burying  Ground,  the  Council  believes 
that  the  Society  has  here  opened  up  a subject  of  genuine  impor- 
tance, and  has  before  it  the  opportunity  of  doing  a notable 
piece  of  work,  perfectly  in  accord  with  its  objects  and  calling 
for  the  sympathy  and  vigorous  cooperation  of  its  whole  organi- 
zation. Long  familiarity  and  a thoughtless  acquiescence  in  the 
present  forlorn  condition  of  the  burying  ground  have  blunted 
our  perceptions  to  the  fact  that  this,  by  far  the  oldest  and  most 
interesting  relic  of  early  Cambridge  now  remaining,  is  not  a 
mere  disused  cemetery  in  the  ordinary  sense,  but  is  a public 
monument  of  the  first  importance  and  should  be  treated  as 
such.  Careful  search  should  be  made  there  for  graves  now 
invisible  and  forgotten.  An  accurate  large-scale  plan  of  the 
whole  enclosure  should  be  surveyed  showing  the  location  of 
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every  known  grave,  so  that  visitors,  descendants,  and  genealo- 
gists should  have  as  much  aid  as  possible.  A dignified  entrance 
— perhaps  two  entrances  — should  be  made,  bearing  suitable 
tablets  of  information,  as  at  the  Eng's  Chapel  and  Granary 
Grounds  in  Boston,  to  which  this  ground  scarcely  ^fields  in 
interest.  Proper  markers  should  be  placed  beside  the  more 
important  graves,  especially  where  their  stones  are  broken  or 
illegible.  Paths  should  be  laid  out  leading  past  the  most  notable 
tombs.  A skilled  landscape  architect  should  attend  to  the  trees 
and  planting,  and  a competent  gardener  take  charge  of  the 
grass  and  introduce  flowers  where  desirable.  The  stones  and 
tombs  should  be  righted  up,  restored,  and  reenforced  where 
necessary.  Arrangements  should  be  made  for  proper  super- 
vision and  policing  of  the  grounds.  The  place  in  short  should  be 
beautified  and  venerated  as  it  deserves,  so  that  the  visitor  to 
Cambridge,  instead  of  passing  it  with  languid  interest  under  the 
impression  that  it  is  merely  the  graveyard  of  the  adjoining 
churches,  would  make  it  the  chmax  of  his  itinerary  among  the 
ancient  shrines  of  Cambridge. 

To  this  end  the  Council  recommends  that  the  Old  Burjdng 
Ground  be  made  a special  object  of  the  Society’s  care  and 
effort;  that  the  aid  be  invoked  of  Harvard  College  (no  less  than 
eight  of  whose  presidents  and  a goodl}"  fellowship  of  whose  old- 
time  worthies  sleep  there),  of  the  City  of  Cambridge,  of  the 
patriotic  societies,  and  of  descendants  of  those  buried  there;  and 
it  has  voted  that  a committee  from  the  Society  at  large,  con- 
sisting of  Rev.  Air.  Ropes,  Air.  Bell,  and  the  secretary,  take 
active  charge  of  this  pious  duty  forth vdth. 

When  we  reflect  upon  the  anxious  care  with  which  every 
scrap  of  antiquity  in  the  rest  of  the  community  is  now  cherished, 
and  wRen  we  visualize  the  beautiful  and  impressive  possibilities 
of  this  spot,  it  seems  indeed  surprising  that  although  the  neg- 
^lected  state  of  the  ground  has  been  commented  on  by  local 
writers  for  a century  or  more,  no  serious  attempt  at  reform  has 
. been  made  in  all  that  time,  either  by  the  city  or  by  any  organ- 
ized body,  public  or  private.  So  far  as  any  active  responsibility 
goes,  the  place  has  been  a sort  of  no  man’s  land.  Its  condition 
has  gradually  ceased  to  be  a reproach  and  has  become  an 
accepted  tradition.  It  is  a striking  example  of  the  old  saying 
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that  what  is  everybody’s  business  is  nobody’s  business.  If  the 
Cambridge  Historical  Society  makes  this  matter  its  business, 
carries  through  the  above  programme  successfully,  and  stands 
thereafter  as  sponsor  and  guardian  of  the  ground,  it  will  by 
this  single  function  justify  its  existence,  secure  the  respect  of 
the  community,  and  deserve  well  of  posterity. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Samuel  F.  Batchelder, 

Secretary 


October  31,  1922 


.;..ymndZ 

«'-'iTi,-u<i  ■■’tbodt-y/9  HX  tiiitn  '•  .11 


■\w 


:d  li 


- ;jrf  , y ..  . *:.•••.  ..AcJil  -V-}hb i' n iO 

■..  *T  .Jconiao 

ojj  'id  nr:  10 ’Ijfi'nofll 

.nofinl-  floi^  'U;\ 

. ■Jxi^l^.uq  U>-  i.‘  dir'  nv v--'r  • yi-njjiriiiaoo  yr!* 


h 'n  niiiijxe 


i'uT'Jiia 


m.J4A.Q 


' ■ ' 'It  '''..i'  «® 


'»f'' .' 


fv 


r';^w\  ■•.y 


r '/fe' 


'' V, '^V:Vvi^’l  ,f-il  ■;■)  « ' 


If 

'T  u: 


(ry 


.pm 


I 


3<^: 


: :y’.  fy,:.',-  :.  V,  > ..i^l^;.. 


'l  ' 


, ■;:  ’I3  ■•^.  V.  - ' '..■ 


138  THE  CAIMBRIDGE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  SOCIETY 


President  .... 

1922-23 

. Ephraim  Emerton 
r Worthington  Chauncey  Ford 

Vice-Presidents 

< Mary  Isabella  Cozzaldi 
[William  Coolidge  Lane 

Secretary  .... 
Treasurer 

Curator  .... 

. Samuel  Francis  Batchelder 
. Francis  Webber  Sever 
. Edward  Locke  Cookin 

Council 

Samuel  Francis  Batchelder  Worthington  Chauncey  Ford 
Joseph  Henry  Beale  Edward  Locke  Cookin 


Stoughton  Bell 
Frank  Caylord  Cook 
Richard  Henry  Dana 

Mary  Isabella  Cozzaldi 
William  Coolidge  Lane 
Alice  Mary  Longfellow 

Ephraim  Emerton  Fred  Norris  Robinson 

Francis  Webber  Sever 


YT3i;;:vi 


'^ht  m 


. 'I..-,*, 

r,  T .V.rt 


, vraioc'' 

■;i'?^"''  '^■'‘w~  : '.7 

i 

•,f 

' tAAcViiHA 

■■•-.  •.'■  *x  * : ■;:■  v/i  -i  ' ; 

*>  ....  7 .•' 

'■v7rH7t/7s  T^'.v^, 

'.  ' ■ 7 ■ 

7 - ;:;;vv  :;  ';-A7,A':.r^on:'-' ' ;v 

xvaW-V  ■ ,',  ■'^"7, A.'  7X. 

;-*’.J  • . '.  \.  'lii"  : •' 

•’.’/xyor  y- i,idjf  f :'/■.■  t 

■ ■ '-'v 

*'"i^:.x[  •:■;,•,> a ma: 

'd.iivn;  ■ 

• I.  U.a'*Ti  -I  •'  ■;  > -x,^.  E i 4} . ^ 

■’■^AAR■  . , «, , 7 

-•r.^agg  ky 

:'E A, >■."'£  ■'.'  ■ ■ .'v'7-' ' ; 

.■  '■  kliooD  3,:noJ  aa 

.Mm 

f . : .;:  .u4a-tu0',  ,-v 

, V,, 


■r^mrjiXi:..)  xcmiirmo V/ 

h'  T ,,  .-'i 


, . '■:  f . '.\A.n 

. l70G^.BOTA,a  :-;r>T^ a:'  1 d\-J  m,a3  , 

v,p^00i’  : r;::,.  VI,!  :.!jl..i>i  'i'dY.dl]  H'T'Ic'OL 

stHAii  t^M-urU  a#caifi>.9  '■' 

■.^dJaaEj>>;:04  :'r  ':i<.-A  -Atl?':  A YM^rH-'cifrAn.;EH:^. 

• _ ; ■// 


■•  /'■-'■■AW'’:';- '='■■■' 


"1.  i'lA'' 


':,'  ,.^r,  V . X;’ 

>' 


:•■■  ■ '""p  ■■■  7:  .; 

V7o,i)^  4.- •’-•■■ 


■r.;:  ;¥^#:V4!: 


/ -V  • - • ••'  V- -’.  . . - •■  ..v/r.«  •;y-*  .^'^c 


v;AAvf-^'-  . ^ - ..  .....,.,  - 

,K'.^'  X XX*', V i, Xf cf:;.| 


MEIVIBERSHIP 


139 


REGULAR  MEMBERS 
1921-22 


Marion  Stanley  Abbot 
Anne  Elizabeth  Allen 
Mary  Ware  Allen 
Oscar  Fayette  Allen 
Charles  Almy 
Albert  Francis  Amee 
Sarah  Russell  Ames 
Albert  Stokes  Apsey 
Elizabeth  French  Bartlett 
Joseph  Gardner  Bartlett 
Saaiuel  Francis  Batchelder 
Joseph  Henry  Beale 
Mabel  Arrabella  Lewis  Bell 
Stoughton  Bell 
Edward  McElroy  Benson 
Caroline  Eliza  Bill 
Clarence  Howard  Blackall 
Emma  Murray  Blackall 
Warren  Kendall  Blodgett 
Ella  Josephine  Boggs 
Annabel  Perry  Bonne y 
fCAMPBELL  BoSSON 
IHelen  Chapin  Bosson 
Elvira  Brewster 
Walter  Benjamin  Briggs 
Ada  Leila  Cone  Brock 
SLikiNER  Albert  Brooks 
Josephine  Freenlan  Bumstead 
Rayiiond  Calkins 
Zechariah  Chafee,  Jr. 

Leslie  Linwood  Cleveland 

♦ Deceased. 


Frank  Gaylord  Cook 
Louis  Craig  Cornish 
Samuel  McChord  Crothers 
Thomas  Harrison  Cltmmings 
fCn ARLES  Allerton  Cushman 
Henry  Orville  Cutter 
William  Wilberforce 
Ballinger 

Elizabeth  Ellery  Dana 
Henry  Wadsworth  Long- 
fellow Dana 
Richard  Henry  Dana 
*Mary  Wyman  Davis 
fWiLLiAAi  Morris  Davis 
George  Clement  Deane 
Mary  Helen  Deane 
Ernest  Joseph  Dennen 
Edward  Shekman  Dodge  (L) 
Edward  Bangs  Drew 
Katherine  Dunbar 
William  Harrison  Dunbar 
t Grace  Williamson  Edes 
*Henry  Herbert  Edes 
Charles  William  Eliot 
Grace  Hopkinson  Eliot 
Samuel  Atkins  Eliot 
fHuGER  Elliott 
EiiMONS  Raymond  Ellis 
*Helen  Peirce  Ellis 
Frances  White  Emerson 
William  Emerson 

t Resigned. 


f.- : 


..AJUOilli 


'■  . A ' ..A  j.':i;..;. 

■-  ■ A AH  :;• 

.,;.w.t 

■ill  Yh 

-■Ai..'  ' H - ■ , 

> A . 

■•-•r'-:  '-/ a.. 

,A,'.\  ’■  '>  . 

'■  . /-  ' .iiYJAT^  A, 

;■  roi.i.i3A-^‘ 

; izyaJI'  ■ 

...  . ■ >:  '■■'  Hr 


-■  ■ 'H''"  ' ..  ■ ' :'  ■■.;•' 


i l.  '"^  > 

'■  ■-  '^>4  'V_  "'  ' 

■s:m,  - 

:i  n,  • • 

'.{■  . .....!  A 7^ 

'i  ■-  V •’.: 

V . , ''i  <'»>■ 


‘.■S'  ..  A.. 

a' . ’-cS'a'  '■  ■ '§i 

uHfi-iir  .: 

KOft  .1  OHAV/Ui.'J. 

. ,.  • .'  -'  • ,3>rMOHA.Q 

' aa: .:••■>:■  li  .cAvi:i3AijD..- 

.■"  Af,Y';. rj  .'a-A';- jIA 

. ,u: 

ao.'O.A  .4/  ajjU  .A; 

• ■Tr-'V'-';>  /■  A"*  ','  ''i"  '-  . 

■ ' 'AOA  A:  :ri  ; " f A,  . 

-.*(  . , .(  't 

■ ..;v..^.  s-  '..J  •!■  j Vi.U.X  .. 

•■'.'■A  , A;r^?A';AArv‘:  -A  " : .'■  ■■•,■■' -ArAA'/'  ■ 

..-■A<A4fXjrA  ;-■■  '-‘-''A  >Uv  / '■•■';'Ha. 


r.  * ii  ■'  ■ . i>  '•,n,.j=V' . •''A 


A . ../--AA/rAAHAH’"  H#Ar'AAP;A'' 

:'-■  ; •*'■  Ar-'  ••.  •••  • • .,  ' a:  .--A,  , A"  ".'  ^ Sr  *i  A- ^ ' • * 


140  THE  CAiMBRIDGE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


Ephraim  Emerton 
Sybil  Clark  Emerton 
Martha  Louisa  Stratton 
Ensign 

fRoGER  Ernst 
Prescott  Evarts 
Lilian  Horsford  Farlow 
Eunice  Whitney  Farley 
Felton 

William  Wallace  Fenn 
Marion  Brown  Fessenden 
Henry  Wilder  Foote 
Edward  Waldo  Forbes 
Worthington  Chauncey  Ford 
Francis  Apthorp  Foster 
Frances  Fowler 
Jabez  Fox 

Eugenia  Brooks  Frothingham 
Edith  Davenport  Fuller 
John  Taylor  Gilman 
Edward  Locke  Gookin 
Mary  Isabella  Gozzaldi 
Anna  Lyman  Gray 
Chester  Noyes  Greenough 
Edwin  Atkins  Grozier 
Edwin  Blaisdell  Hale 
Albert  Harrison  Hall 
Elizabeth  Harris 
Albert  Bushnell  Hart 
Frank  Watson  Hastings 
Edward  Young  Hincks 
Lauretta  Hoague 
Theodore  Hoague 
Leslie  White  Hopkinson 
Eliza  Mason  Hoppin 
Cornella  Conway  Felton 
Horsford 

Katherine  Horsford 

* Deceased. 


Alberta  Manning 
Houghton 
Roserysse  Gilman 
Houghton  (L) 

Arria  Sargent  Dixw’ell 
Howe 

Clara  Howe 

Bertha  Morton  Howland 
George  Harvey  Hull 
Byron  Satterlee  Hurlbut 
Eda  Woolson  Hurlbut 
fALLEN  Winchester  Jackson 
Anne  Smoot  Jackson 
Patrick  Tracy  Jackson 
James  Richard  Jewett 
George  Frederick  Kendall 
Justine  Houghton  Kershaw 
Anna  Read  Lambert 
WlLLIAJ^I  COOLIDGE  LaNE 
Maud  Adela  Lawson 
Flora  Virginia  Livingston 
Alice  Mary  Longfellow 
Joseph  Lovejoy 
Natalie  Holden  Lovejoy 
Abbott  Lawrence  Lowell 
John  Livingston  Lowes 
Mary  Cornett  Lowhs 
Herbert  Bruce  McIntire 
John  Charles  McIntire 
William  Mackintosh 
Macnair 

Phillippe  Belknap  Marcou 
John  Douglas  Merrill 
Dorothea  Foote  Merriman 
Roger  Bigelow  Merriman 
Joseph  Byram  Millett 
Emma  Maria  Cutter 
Mitchell 
t Resigned. 


1 


V'T  'f 


nO' 


I. 


'A-  AT 
' ■ (K»UOl  . 
■-"T-Oji 


-r  \'r,’ ■ . ' ■ ■ ■'•■'T  ,■  . ' ; 

■ r-C'r  ^ t\ 

^ v^‘  ■ : ' V . : ■ I, 

•'.  ■ "•■  : / '*  : '.^0 1 1 


■.  4-.  ^ 

rj  { ' i Vi 

T . . '4^'  j 'j 

:rr5:-i  -iA^mE 

■ ' /'  .(  < i-  r »L,  / 

\ , •■■  '-Kl'/./  4.'  4''  ' 

. .•» ; -j  .1 4.  ■ -..  ■ 

Jvf’-wa!.'?  ...  - 

■■■  ’ '.4 

■ . . 4 -•  ' ■ ■ jvirj . ■ • ■ 


J %!ini 

. • inirS'' 

. . ■ ■ • -/  • 4 4 ^ 

. MJi  'l  '■■:*' 
4/  . , ...:it 

■"  .-  -4',^  4,  , 4 ..•■'■f.4^ 

4.441^  44  44  • ■' 

' '■■  ■ '■•  ^(:T4 


, . > \.  4j; ' 

- 4-  -U4-:  4‘  ■ 

/■  ;4;%44: : . ^44  044  :4y-pr 

■•  ' ‘4-^  4/.I 


/•  ■ 4 4'i  i f T:i4  44.  ,a 

'f:  ' ■ ' r. 
f V'-  i < 


. Vi  ;i < 4 - :u.ji  ,\l  ■■  7 •■■,.■ 

a \; • .(vT  '■■  4 

;"' ’ ?;'4V><‘.r?  i I.}  .-fy , ftjf* 

■ ■■■  ■ • ■*■?■■  • ■•  '.1 

;t 

■'  44  ' " " 

.>7-'  ■'  % . ;,. 
.■  - --  - . : • : 


’ aHtH>4  4H  : /j4  nii.  -^1 


MEMBERSHIP 


141 


Alice  Manton  Morgan 
Robert  Swain  Morison 
Velma  IMaria  Morse 
E^ima  Fr.^ces  Munroe 
Henry  Atherton  Nichols 
Albert  Perley  Norris 
Margaret  Norton 
James  Atkins  Noyes 
James  Leonard  Paine 
Mary  Woolson  Paine 
Louisa  Phillips  Parker 
Bradford  Hendrick  Peirce 
John  Simpson  Pe^lan 
Anna  Atwood  Pickering 
William  Henry  Pickering 
Clarence  Henry  Poor,  Jr. 
Arthur  Kingsley  Porter 
John  Lyman  Porter 
Lucy  Wallace  Porter 
Alfred  Claghorn  Potter 
Roscoe  Pound 
Edward  Lothrop  Rand 
Harry  Seaton  Raih) 

Helen  Leah  Reed 
William  Bernard  Reid 
Fred  Norris  Robinson 
*James  Lee  Robinson 
Margaret  Brooks  Robinson 
James  Hardy  Ropes 
Gertrude  Swan  Runkle 
John  Cornelius  Ru'nkle 
Paul  Joseph  Sachs 
Mary  Ware  Sampson 
Eleanor  Whitney  Davis 
Sanger 

Dudley  Allen  Sargent 
Capjhe  Hut^tington  Saunders 
Herbert  Alden  Saunders 
♦Deceased. 


♦George  Augustus  Sawyer 
Grace  Owen  Scudder 

WiNTHROP  SaLTONSTALL 
SCLTIDER 

Francis  Webber  Sever 
Stephen  Paschall  Sharples 
Alice  Durant  Smith 
Philip  Leffingwell  Spalding 
Willard  Hatch  Sprague 
Genevieve  Stearns 
John  Hubbard  Sturgis 
William  Donnison  Swan 
John  Houghton  Taylor 
WiLLiAiki  Roscoe  Thayer 
Joseph  Gilbert  Thorp 
Sarah  Moody  Toppan 
Alfred  Marston  Tozzer 
Eleanor  Gray  Tudor 
Bertha  Hallowell  Vaughan 
Charles  Peter  Vosburgh 
Maude  Batchelder  Vosburgh 
♦Anna  Morrill  Walcott 
Robert  Walcott 
Henry  Bradford  Washburn 
Frederica  Davis  Watson 
Edith  Forbes  Webster 
Kenneth  Grant  Tre^iayne 
Webster 

Sarah  Cordelia  Fisher 
Wellington 
♦Katherine  Coolidge 
Wheeler 

Alice  Merrill  White 
Fanny  Gott  White 
Horatio  Stevens  White 
Moses  Perkins  White 
William  Richardson 
Whittemore 
t Resigned. 


•••;-•"  v^A.  u -C' 

..Ar?“  ■ 

. .^  .'  r.vV?  a ' Hry 

. rr 

/ 

• J 

, ■ ' 

:.;■  ' ^ ; 

.■■■.'  ' i 

■ •■  .1.  . . ■- 

g .■  - 

■:^iv  . ^'. 

iI3XAA^I  . ' 

. „ A-os'-Ms^' 

- [■// 

ov:iA3A-*j'^I  acoT/TA’ 

If 

-r  ^ jl'T  YA:" 

" n 

Al  AC' ' 

■ ■ . . ■ Vi  :v'  . ■ 

c ^ -c:  ■•../  ^ -gc&- 

• . L ? . ■ If - 

■ .aA.  . i 

• , , -•>»'■>**!  a*:?-A  ■ '7  .;V>;'T, 

/ ‘ A >-'-J  . A ^ ’ iYv7  ' • , ' ■ A'  ^ 

; 'r?  ........  ft  !•' 

v' ' ■ -■  '•■  ^:---  .'■  : » i -■-  AJ 

•■  «f/'Jo4.  P-:  ./Ajii 

'.'O  ■■  ’ ■ ' A"  ■ 

' TO  T .".'Vr.jT 

■'"  • 7.  -rfj/.H 

■ ■ry  'J'  i - ' ■ ■ / ; 

■ 'i;a:AU  CC-C-;  ; umlx 

-/'  ^ V 

: X'!  v-:rA--  =.■  •‘..  - 

■■■c  .,■  .;:■  .Ai  ■•AA'Cc'A  . A 

;'V  ■y/_  . • f :r  !;3,;-r;-:;i7L 

■ . , , ^ , A"  -i-.i  C ; 

' ■ :i:iT^aa;/7 

.■  • :-'AvA 

- ■'  ■■  i-.  •■;"  ■ ' ■■  ■ 'A :■■■■’=■ 

'tVi 


■ : i J '..\S  iT. ' ';  J i:'^.  »'<  * V ■ 

''■*•  - t,  J.  ; .’ '.  i .J  J .f  J 


‘ I :■  1 ' ■-.  '‘■Ksi  " 


■ ■■{_  <■.:  ‘ 


\':.  V. 


142  THE  CAIMBRIDGE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


Susanna  Willajid 
Olive  Swan  Williams 
George  Grafton  Wilson 
Mary  Peyton  Winlock 
John  Willl4.m  Wood,  Jr. 


Gardner  Weld  Allen 
Hollis  Russell  Bailey 
Mary  Persis  Bailey 


James  Haughton  Woods 
George  Grier  Wright 
Stephen  Emerson  Young 
Henrietta  Nesmith  Young 


Charles  Moreland  Carter 
Ernest  Lovering 
Mary  Lee  Ware 


ASSOCIATE  MEMBERS 


HONORARY  MEMBER 

James  Ford  Rhodes 


♦ Deceased. 


t Resigned. 


With  the  exception  of  Volume  VII,  which  is  out  of  print,  there  is 
on  hand  v^Iay,  1931)  a small  stock  of  earlier  Publications  of  the  Cam- 
bridge Historical  Society.  The  price  is  SI. 00  each,  for  members  of  the 
Society;  $1.50  each,  for  non-members.  Orders  and  remittances  should 
be  addressed  to  Walter  B.  Briggs,  Curator,  Widener  Library.  Cam- 
bridge, ^Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Briggs  is  also  able  to  supply  copies  of  Mrs.  Gozzaldi^s  Index 
to  Paige’s  HiMory  of  Cambridge,  published  in  1930.  The  price  is  $7,50 
a cop3^,  postpaid. 
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The  death  of  Samuel  Francis  Batchelder 
in  1927  interrupted  his  carefully  arranged 
plan  for  bringing  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Society  up  to  date.  He  had,  however, 
gathered  much  material  for  the  volumes 
then  in  arrears  (1920  to  1924  Luclusive),  so 
that  the  present  Editor  has  needed  only  to 
prepare  this  for  the  press  and  add  what- 
ever further  matter  is  still  available  after 
the  lapse  of  so  many  years.  In  doing  so, 
he  has  been  constantly  indebted  to  Mrs. 
Gozzaldi’s  unfailing  memory  and  to  the 
encouragement  of  ]\Ir.  Briggs.  In  the 
present  volume  special  acknowiedgments 
are  due  to  three  of  the  original  members  of 
The  Bee  who  courteously  permitted  the 
reprinting  of  the  first  three  chapters  of 
‘^The  Story  of  the  Bee.’^  Following  Mr. 
Batchelder's  plan,  the  Proceedings  for 
1920  and  1921  were  issued  in  January  1931 
as  Volume  XV;  those  for  1922  were  pub- 
lished in  October  1931  as  Volume  XVI; 
the  present  volume  contains  those  for  1923 
and  1924.  Volumes  XVIII  (1925)  and 
XIX  (1926)  have  already  been  published 
under  Mr.  Batchelder's  editorship. 

DAVID  T.  POTTINGER 
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PROCEEDINGS 


OF 

The  Cambridge  Historical  Society 


SIXTY-SECOND  MEETING 

The  Sixty-second  Meeting  of  the  Society  was  held 
January  30,  1923,  at  the  residence  of  Robert  Walcott,  Esq., 
33  Hubbard  Park.  About  thirty  persons  were  present.  Presi- 
dent Emerton  in  the  chair. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  allowed. 

There  being  no  business  before  the  meeting,  the  President 
introduced  the  speakers  of  the  evening:  Hon.  Ch.\rles  Almy, 
who  read  a paper  on  ‘^The  History  of  the  Third  District  Court 
of  Eastern  Middlesex”;  and  Professor  Jay  Backus  Wood- 
worth,  who  read  a paper  on  ^^The  Origin  and  Nature  of  the 
Old  Gravestones  of  the  Cambridge  Burial  Yard,”  illustrated 
by  charts. 

At  10  p.M.  the  meeting  adjourned,  and  light  refreshments 
were  served. 
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SIXTY-THIRD  IMEETING 

The  Sixty-third  Meeting  of  the  Society  was  held  April 
24,  1923,  at  the  residence  of  William  AMen  Hayes,  2d, 
‘^Havenhurst,^^  396  JMt.  Auburn  Street.  About  thirty  persons 
were  present.  President  Emerton  in  the  chair. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  allowed. 

The  President  announced  the  great  loss  the  Society  had  suf- 
fered in  the  death  of  Miss  Susanna  Willard,  one  of  the  origi- 
nators of  the  Society  and  a charter  member. 

Voted  that  the  President  appoint  a committee  of  two  to  pre- 
pare resolutions  on  Miss  Willard's  death. 

On  this  committee  the  President  appointed  Mrs.  Gozzaldi 
and  Miss  Dana. 

The  President  introduced  the  speaker  of  the  evening,  Mr. 
Hayes,  who  read  a paper  on  ^^The  Riflemen  in  Cambridge 
(1775)."  In  connection  with  the  paper  Mr.  Hayes  exhibited 
types  of  the  early  rifle,  the  Tower  musket,  etc.,  from  his  col- 
lection of  arms. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  paper  the  meeting  adjourned,  and 
those  present  enjoyed  refreshments  and  an  opportunity  of 
examining  the  numerous  interesting  pictures  and  objects  in 
this  historic  (‘^Orne")  house. 
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SIXTY-FOURTH  MEETING 


The  Sixty-fourth  Meeting  of  the  Society  was  held 
October  30,  1923,  at  the  residence  of  Clarence  Howard 
Blackall,  16  Chauncy  Street.  Nearly  fifty  persons  were  present, 
President  Emerton  in  the  chair. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  allowed. 

The  President  announced  the  deep  loss  the  Society  has  suf- 
fered in  the  death  of  its  former  President,  William  Roscoe 
Thayer,  and  gave  a brief  eulogy  of  his  services  to  the  Society 
and  to  Cambridge. 

Mrs.  Gozzaldi,  for  the  committee  appointed  at  the  last  meet- 
ing, read  a biographical  notice  of  Miss  Susanna  Willard,  and 
the  President  announced  that  it  would  be  placed  on  the  records. 

The  President  stated  that  the  Society  had  recently  been 
asked  to  interest  itself  in  the  preservation  of  the  “Washington 
Elm,”  but  that  any  action  had  since  been  rendered  unnecessary 
by  the  final  fall  of  the  tree. 

He  also  stated  that  certain  members  of  the  Society  had  again 
proposed  to  change  the  name  of  the  West  Boston  Bridge  to 
“The  Longfellow  Bridge,”  and  that  the  matter  would  be  con- 
sidered at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council. 

At  the  request  of  the  President,  the  Secretary  as  chairman  of 
the  committee  on  the  Old  Tovm  Bur^dng  Ground,  made  an 
informal  report  of  progress  to  date.  By  the  suggestion  of  the 
committee,  the  city  authorities  have  placed  at  the  entrance  a 
gate  which  is  kept  locked  at  night,  have  thoroughly  cleaned  up 
^^nd  reseeded  the  surface,  and  are  now  engaged  upon  a detailed 
survey  showing  each  grave  and  tomb  remaining. 

For  the  papers  of  the  evening,  the  Secretary  read  “Notes  on 
the  Army  Organization  and  Policy  in  1775,”  intended  to  accom- 
pany a finding-list  of  all  orderly-books  and  military  diaries 
relating  to  Cambridge  during  the  Revolutionary  War. 
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THE  CAAIBRIDGE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


Mr.  Thomas  Francis  O’Malley  read  a paper  on  ‘^Gallows 
Hill,  the  Ancient  Place  of  Execution,”  accompanied  with  a 
sketch  map. 

After  thanks  by  the  President  to  the  hosts  of  the  evening,  the 
meeting  adjourned,  and  light  refreshments  were  enjoyed. 
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SIXTY-FIFTH  IMEETING 


Nineteenth  Annual  Meeting 

The  Sixty-fifth  AIeeting  of  the  Cambridge  Historical 
Society,  being  the  nineteenth  annual  meeting,  was  held 
January  29,  1924,  in  the  Widener  Memorial  Room  of  the 
Widener  Library,  Harvard  College.  About  thirty  persons  were 
present.  President  Emerton  called  the  meeting  to  order  with  the 
gavel  made  from  a piece  of  the  ‘^Palisade  Willow’s,’^  presented 
to  the  Society  in  1906  by  a descendant  of  Governor  Dudley. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  allowed. 

For  the  committee  to  present  nominations  for  officers,  the 
President  appointed  Alessrs.  Bartlett,  O’AIalley,  and  Sever. 

The  Secretary  read  his  annual  report,  together  with  that  of 
the  Council. 

Voted  that  the  same  be  accepted  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  pubhcation. 

In  the  absence  of  the  Curator,  no  report  was  received  from 
him. 

The  Treasurer  read  his  annual  report,  covering  a period  of 
fourteen  months  on  account  of  the  change  of  date  of  the  annual 
meeting,  and  shoving  total  expenses  of  $202.91,  with  a balance 
on  hand  of  $2,441.31. 

Voted  that  the  report  be  accepted  and  referred  to  an  auditor 
to  be  appointed  later. 

The  Nominating  Committee  reported  a printed  ballot  for 
officers.  The  meeting  proceeded  to  an  election,  and  the  tellers 
reported  twenty-one  ballots  cast,  all  without  change  or  altera- 
tion. The  President  thereupon  declared  the  following  duly 
elected : 
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THE  CA^IBRIDGE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


President  . Ephraim  Emerton 

{Worthington  Chauncey  Ford 
Mary  Isabella  Gozzaldi 
William  Coolidge  Lane 

Secretary Samuel  Francis  Batchelder 

Treasurer George  Grier  Wright 

Curator Walter  Benjamin  Briggs 

Council:  the  above  and 

Joseph  Henry  Beale  Alice  Mary  Longfellow 

Stoughton  Bell  Fred  Norris  Robinson 

Frank:  Gaylord  Cook  Robert  Walcott 

The  President  expressed  the  regrets  of  the  Society  at  losing 
the  services  of  Francis  Webber  Sever  as  Treasurer  and  Edward 
Locke  Gookin  as  Curator,  due  in  both  cases  to  pressure  of 
other  business. 

Under  the  head  of  new  business  Mr.  WTight  called  attention 
to  the  proposal  to  remove  the  Harvard  Square  station  of  the 
Post  Office  and  combine  it  with  the  Central  Square  station, 
thus  abolishing  a historic  post  office  which  has  been  in  continu- 
ous operation  since  1806.  After  general  discussion  it  was 

Voted  that  the  Secretary  send  a protest  to  Congressman  F.  W. 
Dallinger  in  the  name  of  the  Society. 

Mr.  Wright  also  suggested  an  addition  to  the  By-Laws  pro- 
viding that  if  at  any  time  the  Society  dissolves,  its  library  and 
collections  should  becDme  the  property  of  Harvard  College. 

Mr.  O'MaUey  enquired  whether  the  City  of  Cambridge  would 
not  assist  in  publishing  the  Index  to  Paige’s  History , and  also 
whether  it  could  not  be  urged  to  complete  the  publication  of 
the  Town  Records.  These  matters  were  referred  to  the  Council. 

On  the  matter  of  the  proposed  name  of  the  “Longfellow 
^^ridge,”  submitted  by  the  Council  with  its  approval,  a general 
discussion  took  place,  especially  with  regard  to  a possible  new 
bridge  at  the  foot  of  Sparks  Street,  near  Longfellow  Park.  It 
was  finally 

Voted  that  the  President  appoint  a committee  with  full 
powers  to  represent  this  Society,  to  confer  with  the  proper 
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authorities  on  this  subject.  [The  President  subsequently 
appointed  Messrs.  Walcott,  Bell,  and  Blackall.] 

The  President,  after  expressing  the  thanks  of  the  Society  to 
Mr.  Winship,  Librarian  of  the  Widener  Collection,  for  his 
hospitality,  and  after  gi\dng  a short  description  of  the  library 
in  general,  then  adjourned  the  meeting  to  the  ‘‘Treasure  Room.’^ 
Here  the  collection  of  historical  objects  belonging  to  the  Society 
had  been  arranged  for  exhibition  by  Alessrs.  Lane  and  Briggs, 
together  ^\dth  books,  documents,  portraits,  maps,  \news,  and 
articles  of  local  interest  belonging  to  the  Library.  Messrs.  Lane 
and  Briggs  spoke  briefly  on  the  objects  exhibited,  and  the  mem- 
bers for  the  first  time  in  several  years  had  an  opportunity  to 
examine  the  interesting  and  valuable  collection  of  the  Society. 
This  exhibition  remained  open  for  the  rest  of  the  week  for  the 
benefit  of  members  of  the  University  and  the  general  pubhc. 
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SIXTY-SIXTH  IMEETING 

The  Sixty-sixth  Meeting  of  the  Society  was  held  April 
22,  1924,  at  the  residence  of  Roger  Bigelow  Merriman,  175 
Brattle  Street,  the  old  Fayer weather  House,  built  about  1760 
and  still  almost  intact.  About  thirty  persons  were  present, 
President  Emerton  in  the  chair. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  allowed. 

The  Curator,  ]Mr.  Briggs,  made  a brief  report  and  exhibited 
the  unusually  large  number  of  interesting  accessions  recently 
received. 

Mr.  Walcott,  for  the  committee  on  the  Longfellow  Bridge, 
reported  that  the  2^Iayors  of  Boston  and  Cambridge  had  been 
inter\dewed  and  were  both  in  favor  of  the  proposed  change  of 
name.  As  the  present  name  of  Cambridge  Bridge is  not  only 
official  but  occurs  in  the  Massachusetts  Statutes  and  in  the 
bonds  issued  for  its  construction,  the  name  must  be  changed  by 
legislative  enactment.  The  city  solicitors  are  now  at  work  upon 
a bill  which  they  hope  to  have  passed  during  the  present  session. 
The  Society  will  be  represented  at  the  hearing. 

The  President  called  attention  to  the  repairs  now  going  on  at 
the  historic  Margaret  Fuller  House  in  Cambridgeport.  The 
restoration  and  preservation  of  the  birthplace  of  such  an  emi- 
nent Cantabrigian  deserved  the  support  of  this  Society. 

The  President  again  called  attention  to  the  difficulties  of  the 
Council  in  electing  the  most  appropriate  and  efficient  new  mem- 
bers to  the  Society.  As  the  working  councillors  are  few,  they 
cannot  of  themselves  know  all  the  residents  of  Cambridge  who 
take  a real  interest  in  the  objects  of  the  Society  and  who  would 
be  ready  to  cooperate  actively  in  advancing  them.  If  such  per- 
sons would  make  themselves  known  to  some  officer  or  member 
of  the  Society,  the  Council  would  be  glad  to  consider  their 
names  for  election.  This  fact  seems  not  generally  understood, 
and  present  members  should  aid  in  disseminating  it. 


r.Vf  .juwarnjM'  V/ob^ii^f  ; '.^d^  ' •'•',hSiQi 

' *'j  U;ou/i  llkid  ,a>siiuli  ':^  'r^-y:/dd  b-[n  ^-ii  , ;6#*j'ij3  bftirsiS 

>iq  3T*3’.v  .’  '{itidj  • A;'-  ji-.rMj • : 

.ij/jwollii  bn£  o'rovf  )o  OilT 

\ • iij3  ijfu\  :;i>nd  ;.  '‘Iv 

a.bhJt  %-;u:)V>lj^:.<i-\I.'‘  orvi  iv>  •:  •'7j':Mi,;iro  od)  ic’t  MooIaII  ,iM 
VI  b.  ’ ■ ■>hdjrf.i:.0  I fJB  n<:.‘ : do  ^-o'/i'l/I  :»d.)  jjifil  boJioqoi 

.riunc.  • Lar.t  boT/ac  / i^)(U 

iioa  S::!  fti  tUcbJabrBa 

igo^nc-,  ad  t^um  9in.hii  -ji  70*i  bauaHr  'r  • iod ' 

^ dw/;  :ii  v/ortaiK  ;';-rodr>;i<>»  - !'■ . .t- > i :n -•  .9VrJrtfd^ 

.• ; ■tfior'aiq  fifi.t  :,idiub  bap^sficj  • : v/'^iiT  dojiiv/  iUd  £ 

■ oHi  “)x:  boJ.^^^a•^qo#f  •'  dlir  a/lT 


[0-  OTWifc-  ,,---a(>qoia  v^y«l  df  riunc.  t boT/at  /' 

Jo'airrii  -s 


- ■ 1 /,  on- ojnqvi 
•:'  7!-5?hhdi3lis- 


rioijn: 


i)oilr,a  hiobb'-'^n’  adT 


ni  aanoll  fo^ki'i  ohcj^irf  orfi 

...:  7''.u/i2  *io  j (:)■•' fd  Oii.?  '"0  iix'/i iir/ '''■■!■' o i-q  nax’  .aoik;'.-'.  d^'>i 
. /jqhoi8  ■gid-.j  loJioqqu^i  .adi  kTaii^' 

odj  q.  ^..f.i  boIi.’/\  Oil.;.;'':  b'lafea?'!  ddT' 

-mqq’i 'wsjil  bn/;  OTi;^l^j  :>qq-'id' 1 ">,'  : adi  I •)'>('>  m-’r>ai;53‘- 

■^■..’•F'  ,7.-'^'  «*r^  " T^itaniK.)*.)  -^'crx j(“rb ;■  •'•  -V-: » Dii.T  uiJ'.  ainrf.' 

.,  V'  •-]„>;;(  - lu  •••■ftfial-i^-.n  tnl)  i'.-:  vsw )m?I •. • ' ‘ 

K!i\  ■,•  0.,,:  . i)h(j’<  odj  iO  • ij'kdo  anJ,£ir  “ ^'d  l 

>ViJfv  i/  .0  ' 'j:)f:)nj'v :-.M;  ni  ob>VJ..f:^l^  (diriaqbba 

*! V ’■' “O'  'J3>j * ;■'  ‘ jfno8  of  ..'v/  n/l„ 

b i.  ' ■•'•— ii«>a  f'i  ''bais  o<'.  idpoV(  ibnin'b.),  odt, -lo, 
vli ].•••■'•» 7 ■“•■•;  )dit  enio3^^doiil  (dffr  .mdi  ^ilo  kol 
,unq;;niiviaa>ib  ni  bln  bI»;orfa  bna 


' / - .v.V- 

: :;  ••'.  ••  - 


'■m 


SIXTY-SIXTH  MEETING 


13 


Miss  Dana  called  attention  to  the  accumulation  of  rubbish 
and  debris  which  again  disfigures  the  Old  Town  Burying  Ground. 

The  President  read  a sketch  of  the  history  and  owners  of  the 
Fayerweather  House,  prepared  by  Mrs.  Gozzaldi,  who  was  pre- 
vented by  illness  from  being  present. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bartlett  it  w*as  unanimously 

Voted  that  Mrs.  Gozzaldi  be  given  the  thanks  of  the  meeting 
for  her  interesting  contribution,  with  much  sympathy  and 
hopes  for  her  speedy  recovery. 

The  President  then  introduced  the  speaker  of  the  evening, 
Key.  Glenn  Tilley  Morse  of  West  Newbury,  Massachusetts. 
As  President  of  the  Bay  State  Historical  League,  Mr.  Morse 
congratulated  the  Society  on  its  flourishing  condition  and  inter- 
esting collections,  and  expressed  the  hope  that  hke  so  many 
other  of  the  affiliated  societies  it  would  soon  have  a permanent 
house  of  its  own. 

He  then  spoke  on  the  origin  and  development  of  silhouettes 
and  their  most  famous  cutters,  with  the  characteristics  of  each, 
together  with  some  of  his  exciting  experiences  as  a collector  of 
this  form  of  portraiture.  He  illustrated  his  remarks  with,  many 
examples  from  his  ovm  large  collection,  showing  the  great 
variety  of  forms,  ingenious  variations,  and  extreme  delicacy 
developed  by  the  most  popular  artists.  His  collection  includes 
nearly  all  the  knowm  ^‘duplicates'’  of  Edouard,  who  worked  for 
several  years  in  this  country  and  cut  silhouettes  of  many  of  the 
then  residents  of  Cambridge.  These  were  exhibited,  among  them 
that  of  William  Wells,  one  of  the  former  owners  of  the  Fayer- 
weather House  itself.  The  speaker  also  examined  and  com- 
mented upon  various  silhouettes  brought  to  the  meeting  by 
members. 

At  10  p.M.  the  meeting  was  dissolved,  and  light  refreshments 
*Unre  served. 
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SIXTY-SEVENTH  MEETING 

The  Sixty- seventh  Meeting  of  the  Society  was  an 
informal  garden  party  tendered  the  members  of  the  Society 
and  their  friends  by  Professor  and  iMrs.  Paul  Joseph  Sachs  at 
Shady  Hill/’  the  old  Norton  estate,  at  4.30  p.m.  on  Saturday 
June  7,  1924.  The  afternoon  was  sunny  and  breezy.  A large 
number  of  guests  gathered  on  the  lawn  at  the  rear  of  the  house 
(originally  the  front  side)  and  enjoyed  refreshments  and  con- 
versation for  an  hour.  At  5.30  p.m.  the  company  was  called  to 
order  by  President  Emerton  in  the  long  study,  and  President 
Eliot  spoke  informally  on  the  history  of  the  house  and  its 
occupants  from  the  time  it  passed  into  the  hands  of  Professor 
Andrews  Norton  in  1821.  At  6.15  p.m.,  after  President  Emerton 
had  expressed  the  thanks  of  those  present  to  the  speaker,  the 
assembly  dispersed. 
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SIXTY-EIGHTH  MEETING 


The  Sixty-eighth  Meeting  of  the  Society  was  held 
October  28,  1924,  at  the  residence  of  James  Atkins  Noyes, 
1 Highland  Street,  President  Emerton  in  the  chair. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  allowed. 

The  Secretary  reported  the  recent  election  of  new  members. 
In  this  connection  the  President  again  spoke  of  the  difficulty  of 
ascertaining  what  residents  of  Cambridge  would  be  interested 
in  the  Society  and  eligible  for  membership,  and  once  more  urged 
the  cooperation  of  the  members  in  general. 

In  the  absence  of  IMiss  Hoppin,  who  was  to  have  read  extracts 
from  Mrs.  Palmer’s  book  on  the  history  of  “The  Bee,”  the 
extracts  were  read  by  the  author  herself. 

Mr.  Lane  exhibited  a copy  of  the  book  owned  by  the  Harvard 
College  Library,  in  which  the  members  of  the  various  groups  in 
the  illustrations  were  all  identified.  Miss  Dana  stated  that  she 
was  the  only  one  present  of  the  sixteen  original  members  of 
“The  Bee.” 

Mrs.  Ames  read  a paper  on  the  history  of  “The  Cambridge 
Indian  Association.” 

The  meeting  adjourned  at  9.40  p.m.,  and  hght  refreshments 
were  served. 
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THE  HISTORY"  OF  THE  THIRD  DISTRICT  COURT 
OF  KASTERN  MIDDLESEX 

By  Hon.  Chaeles  Almt 

Read  January  30,  1923 

The  system  of  law  that  prevails  in  this  country  with  both 
Federal  and  state  courts  is  a source  of  great  confusion  to  for- 
eigners and  is  very  Httle  understood  by  our  own  citizens.  Before 
the  formation  of  the  Federal  Union,  each  state  had  its  own  inde- 
pendent system  of  courts,  and  these  are  still  maintained.  When 
the  Constitution  was  adopted,  the  states  delegated  certain 
powers  to  the  Federal  Government  and  with  the  delegation  of 
such  powers  went  the  right  of  the  Federal  Government  to 
enforce  them  in  its  own  courts.  To  speak  very  roughly,  the 
Federal  courts  have  jurisdiction  over  admiralty  cases,  bank- 
ruptcy proceedings,  patent  cases,  cases  concerning  customs 
duties  and  internal  revenue  matters,  including,  of  course,  the 
Federal  income  tax,  controversies  between  different  states  or 
between  citizens  of  different  states  and,  since  the  adoption  of 
the  Eighteenth  Amendment,  cases  of  violation  of  the  Volstead 
Act. 

The  Federal  system  provides  a Supreme  Court  of  nine  mem- 
bers, which  is  the  most  powerful  judicial  tribunal  in  the  world, 
the  essential  feature  which  distinguishes  it  from  all  others  being 
that  it  has  the  power  to  determine  whether  any  statute  enacted 
by  the  Federal  Congress  is  vathin  the  constitutional  power  of 
Congress.  This  court  is  especially  provided  for  by  the  Constitu- 
tion; and  the  members  of  the  court,  like  all  Federal  judges,  are 
^appointed  for  life  and  their  salaries  cannot  be  reduced  during 
their  terms  of  office.  For  several  years  the  Federal  judicial  office 
was  not  highly  regarded.  The  question  of  its  jurisdiction  over 
the  sovereign  states  was  gravely  questioned  and  one  Southern 
state  went  so  far  as  to  make  it  an  offense  punishable  by  death 
to  obey  the  process  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
against  that  state. 
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It  was  not  until  John  ^Marshall  became  its  Chief  Justice  that 
the  power  and  dignity  of  the  court  were  fully  asserted.  Today 
it  has  an  enormous  business  and  its  decisions  meet  with  uni- 
versal respect  and  general  approval.  It  decides  only  questions 
of  law,  and  the  facts  are  determined  in  a system  of  Circuit  and 
District  Courts. 

The  courts  of  the  different  states  retain  their  jurisdiction  over 
all  matters  not  especially  delegated  to  the  Federal  Government 
by  the  Constitution,  but  the  framers  of  that  instrument  would 
doubtless  be  surprised  to  find  how  many  powers  they  had 
unconsciously  delegated. 

At  the  top  of  the  judicial  system  of  the  different  states  is  a 
court  usually  called  the  Supreme  Court.  In  Massachusetts  it 
is  called  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  and  is  provided  for  by  the 
Constitution.  It  deals  almost  entirely  with  questions  of  law, 
but  single  justices  of  the  court  sit  at  times  to  determine  ques- 
tions of  fact  also. 

Next  to  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  comes  the  Superior 
Court,  which  is  the  great  trial  court  of  the  state  and  practically 
determines  questions  of  fact,  and  the  questions  of  law  raised 
can  be  sent  to  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  for  final  decision. 
There  are  now  thirty  judges  in  the  Superior  Court  who  sit  in 
the  different  counties,  as  they  are  assigned,  and  practically  all 
jury  trials  are  held  in  this  court. 

Next  to  the  Superior  Court  come  the  Municipal,  District,  and 
Pohce  Courts  and  a very  few  trial  justices  who  still  remain. 
These  courts  have  all  about  the  same  powers  and  duties  and 
may  be  called  the  Courts  of  the  People.  A very  large  number 
of  controversies,  both  criminal  and  civil,  are  finally  settled  in 
them. 

In  the  early  days  of  Colonial  government  the  Great  and  Gen- 
eral Court  of  ^Massachusetts,  which  is  commonly  called  today 
the  Legislature,  consisting  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, was  a real  court,  and  heard  and  decided  controversies 
as  a court. 

Before  the  Revolution,  in  Colonial  days,  the  law  was  admin- 
istered by  our  courts  according  to  the  law  of  England  and 
Colonial  ordinances.  After  the  Revolution  the  common  law  of 
England  continued  to  prevail,  except  as  modified  by  statutes. 
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This  English  common  law  was  of  slow  growth,  chiefly  made  by 
judges,  and  depended  largely  on  the  custom  of  old  England.  If 
some  custom  was  shown  to  prevail,  the  judges  adopted  it  as 
the  law  and  in  many  cases  the  custom  of  the  manor  or  usage  in 
a particular  place  was  recognized  and  adopted.  In  cases  in 
which  there  was  no  established  custom  or  usage  the  courts  con- 
sidered what  was  the  best  general  rule  and  declared  it  to  be  the 
law,  and  when  once  so  declared  it  acted  as  a precedent  for  all 
succeeding  cases  and  was  almost  universally  followed;  the  prin- 
ciple laid  down  in  the  first  case  being  apphed  as  far  as  the  facts 
would  allow.  The  decisions  were  reported  and  preserved,  in  the 
early  days  by  indi\dduals  on  their  ovm  responsibihty  and  later 
by  official  reporters,  and  there  grew  up  by  a natural  and  steady 
growth,  an  enormous  body  of  “case  law,^’  so  called,  and  the 
lawyer  who  wishes  to  know  the  law  studies  the  principles  laid 
down  in  these  decisions,  and  makes  up  his  mind  from  what  has 
been  previously  decided  what  will  be  the  decision  under  his 
facts.  Today  in  England  and  in  this  country  there  are  many 
thousands  of  volumes  of  reported  decisions  and  it  is  seldom  that 
a precedent  directly  in  point  cannot  be  found.  A decision  in  his 
own  state  is  considered  conclusive  of  what  the  court  will  decide 
again,  but  the  decisions  of  the  courts  of  another  state  or  of  Eng- 
land, while  given  great  weight,  are  not  binding.  Occasionally  a 
court  will  believe  that  a mistake  has  been  made  in  an  earlier 
decision  and  vill  overrule  what  has  been  previously  decided  by 
the  same  court;  but  such  instances  are  rare,  and  a lawyer  has 
great  confidence  in  advising  that  a rule  once  laid  dowm  wall  be 
follow’ed.  WTien  such  a rule  is  once  established,  if  because  of 
changed  conditions  of  society  or  business  it  becomes  a bad  rule, 
it  can  usually  only  be  changed  by  a statute  passed  by  the  Legis- 
lature, and  the  statute  books  of  the  different  states  and  of  Eng- 
land teem  wdth  acts  passed  to  change  the  common  law  as  w^ell 
as  with  others  to  create  new*  powders  or  duties. 

In  the  early  days  the  written  pleadings,  that  is  the  formal 
written  statement  of  the  plaintiff^s  case  and  of  the  defense,  w^ere 
in  Latin.  The  Latinity  of  the  lawyers  left  something  to  be 
desired,  and  there  grew  up  a jargon  wEich  w^as  something  of  a 
mixture  of  Latin  and  Norman  French  and  w^as  called  “Law 
Latin.’’  Reading  of  the  old  “Year  Books,”  printed  in  old  Eng- 
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lish  in  this  barbarous  language,  is  not  without  difficulty. 
Today,  of  course,  everything  is  done  in  English.  The  practice 
or  procedure  in  the  courts  in  the  early  days  was  full  of  pit  falls. 
The  plaintiff  stated  his  claim  in  writing  and  if,  through  igno- 
rance or  accident,  he  failed  to  state  a good  case,  it  was  the  end  of 
him  and  he  could  not  afterwards  amend  it.  The  defendant 
replied  by  a ‘'plea  in  bar”  or  a “plea  in  abatement,”  as  to  which 
great  care  had  to  be  used,  and  the  plaintiff  followed  with  a 
“replication”  which  was  usually  formal.  Success  or  failure 
often  depended  on  the  skill  with  which  these  pleadings  were 
prepared  and  a class  of  lawyers  grew  up  who  devoted  themselves 
with  great  skill  and  subtlety  almost  exclusively  to  this  kind  of 
work.  Today  amendments  to  defective  pleadings  are  allowed 
freely,  and  pleading,  i.e.,  the  statement  of  the  plaintiff’s  case 
and  the  defendant’s  reply,  is  almost  a lost  art.  In  criminal 
cases  it  is  only  recently  that  the  old  strictness  of  the  law  has 
been  relaxed.  It  is  no  longer  possible  for  a man  to  lose  his  case 
because  of  a clerical  error  or  trifling  failure  of  his  lawyer  to  state 
a claim  accurately,  but  the  old  books  are  full  of  such  cases,  and 
hairs  w’ere  spht  many  times  over  the  turning  of  a phrase.  Alany 
good  cases  w^ere  lost  by  purely  technical  errors  on  the  part  of  the 
one  who  drew^  the  pleadings. 

At  the  bottom  and  foundation  of  the  judicial  system  in  Eng- 
land, and  later  in  this  country,  w^ere  the  justices  of  the  peace 
who  dealt  wdth  petty  crimes  and  misdemeanors.  The  ancient 
Enghsh  statutes  required  that  they  should  “be  of  the  best 
reputation,  and  most  w^orthy  men  in  the  country.”  Blackstone, 
in  his  Commentaries,  says:  “And  because,  contrary  to  these 
statutes,  men  of  small  substance  had  crept  into  the  commission, 
wffiose  poverty  made  them  both  covetous  and  contemptible, 
other  statute  pro\dsions  were  made  requiring  that  they  should 
possess  competent  annual  incomes  from  permanent  estates.” 
^The  office  w’as  one  of  dignity  and  importance,  but  often  held  by 
men  wffio  -were  not  lawyers  or  of  any  importance  or  of  any 
knowledge  of  the  law’  and  w’ho  depended  on  their  clerks  for  legal 
advice;  but  they  hacked  out  a rude  kind  of  justice  w’hich  prob- 
ably was  fairly  satisfactory,  if  not  alw’ays  in  accordance  wdth 
law.  We  all  remember  the  trial  of  ]Mr.  Pickwdck  before  Mr. 
Nupkins,  the  justice  of  the  peace,  who  declared  that  duelling 


•i  ■'  cli 

^-...  .-  . ..  . .'  ■ '■  ^v^:iLh>T 

• ■ . :■  ■■  ' ■ ..  . ' ,.  ■ : . i.:  j-iyfosS’ ^ >T  to 

■'  !:  ■ -w  ..“^  ■•  . H.  ■;  ■ Qfjxii'ilq  ‘)HT 

-■  • ; .-'.  ••■  .•  < <‘1  1 ’•  -Hi  M • ■: •*;  TO  v'-Uat 

' ' ■ ■ ’ .‘,  . fT  hi'n  ■fiiiri'. 


" ' ■-•  y l^lnbr  ^ fJ  ' 

■■  yp'-  ,!.p.- 

y ■ ■' 

;o}  y.ibiiiiIqyoxfi-  A . ,p  , 

p;  p ' J'Pi:S 

r,.. Y^i£b-.P  'p 

,•  - . ' y .. 

trilbi  ji 

•i-i'.iq  oyydl  ii-ddv/ . djiyv 

•di  - '■ 

y :yyp  r -.^^n 

•y;t  ^''’lovobcuh/qu  v/fy-^  -yy  ■ 

■■ ; ;>  ypp  • ; ■;  , 

- :.  I al9vlyj/lbX9  jppyd^y’yyv’ 

‘.:l-  hj^ii 

■"  P'p 

y'[,^'  ' 'y.  -O'  yrr  '-A)  p.yyy^ 

p;v 

T ■; . ' 

-:'  yyilq  !»,*  y yp  pp  ...■  .• : 

■yd 

'.'  :ijd 

' C/J  • 

^i.yv.,  :u  .j  .yp<  y :>ip-  p . •! 

•yp  ^dyyAbiT^t 

P i p:  bux^ 

r^*5  \ ' 

-\P  ,;  :in  ’ :0  ?P'  >•  . p'i.y  .:  p':  ■';■■'  ' :._•  > 

■P-  -y  ,.,;9T  r.i  .•‘t 

CTt’D  ^:vwl  o:^  t.:-,r;:  ^ s;  *1 

' .bnif  ,^r;o  ^ ■f: 

ynid/.  ' ' \ t:.  Ti-r‘-  . ■ ■ T'y ; • ■■••;*; .7-^''; Ijjif 

eilt  'io  :}i  ■\y-  U:yUh'hy  j''  '=  : '•  : , : ■ y.r.yboo^ 

• ■ - ;..  , ' ' . ■ . : ■ ' '•■  Iv;  9fio 

-y,nd  ai  ■ri^-ra-'^p .'  .■  ■,  m'  ■ - : : :;^r  'Tfij  jA  ' 

_op.i:\jq  ' lO'^yy'^yq':):)  /r-ryyy-'  ■ ■.:  ■ '"v  .fAj::  ,banl 

^feoh/tu  sdT  / 'd  . •■'  ■.  : Ti  ' . ■ ■ V’-  d*;9b  v>dw 

'd'-  d.’.-  ,^^:;  , ■ p ' < . .>-;.d^nST 


,9ndJaf  ’ .■•’  p.  -■■  ' ■*  PI  p*'  ^ ' p’,-.Tnq9^ 

T ""  .V  , '.•■’>.■•  :■  ■ ■",  . ^ .;. ' piPKoO.  ^i4  ' 

' ■adi  y;  «.ii.  ~i{\  fill  biM  ' 'd- - d npHT 

v'.<f  '.ifOTovo^:’-  '(ijoa  /rjpvii^  ol;<  <•.  o-nd’.? 

v’d -V'-  V?A'  .,  • •’.  y /'y  A..t'v. /BirA-:  ry'^o 

^ ■ '■•  y ■;. A ”V-':- ■'■■■■•  y V -r-'^ 

■//•»  . ... .,  ..'P-  '’yi\,^,r^rrt-,  -y  ,j;  1;T  .-^.7  ’ V • 

..■■■/'*  ' ■."  M ■■'•y':  ■'^i.'.  ••■>■  y'pV'y-..:  PP.  ' ' ...  *P  ppaV' 

■ '■  V- - •■V''.Avrr^^^^  ■T./.p'-vp' ■- . -, 

. _ ' ' '.  •..  yi..7yi-[  yy  ■ '■  p .'i..y.'".:  ■ -l  p';>oj 

. •''  ■ ■•■  '■.  ■•  T .■  ■■■■•''  I ■•  !■  . •■  - •■■■  I • < » ' - I '■■■  i't  ■ . Vr*  ' ' ' t 


•■  .-yy  y^pi'  ypiyb  -b  ‘yp-  ,yy-;  yq.idt  u>  ooi.  yji,*  ox|t  ^eJlUquJi 


y-  - '.W 


tr-  V..  . 


20 


THE  CAMBRIDGE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  [Jan. 


was  one  of  the  most  undoubted  prerogatives  of  Majesty,  and 
his  clerk,  Mr.  Jinks,  declared  that  it  was  expressly  so  stipulated 
in  Magna  Chart  a. 

In  the  early  days  the  same  kind  of  primitive  justice  was 
administered  here  by  justices  of  the  peace  who  often  fell  far 
below  the  English  standards  in  character  or  ability  or  knowledge 
of  law.  They  held  court  in  their  houses  or  in  the  \dllage  store  or 
village  saloon.  IMy  brother  once  tried  a case  before  a justice  in 
a barroom.  They  were  often  ignorant,  occasionally  corrupt,  and 
frequently  looked  out  for  their  own  friends.  Judge  Bennett 
once  told  me  of  a case  in  which  he  defended  a man  before  the 
local  justice  of  the  peace.  Mlien  Judge  Bennett  suggested  that 
the  prosecution  should  first  prove  its  case  the  justice  retorted, 
‘^No,  sir.  When  this  court  issues  a warrant  for  a man  this  court 
believes  he  is  guilty  and  it^s  for  you  to  show  that  he  aint.”  But 
on  the  wEole  the  country  squire  was  not  vdthout  his  uses.  He 
usually  had  a copy  of  the  statutes  and  of  Davis’s  ^‘Justice  of 
the  Peace,”  and  a fair  amount  of  common  sense.  He  was  not 
hampered  by  any  hair  sphtting  over  legal  principles,  but  did 
about  what  he  thought  fair.  He  usually  had  the  confidence  of 
the  community  and  worked  out  substantial  justice  in  an  arbi- 
trary, high-handed  way  to  the  general  satisfaction  of  the  people. 
If  he  made  mistakes  sometimes,  the  same  thing  can  be  said  of 
all  judges. 

In  1858,  at  which  time  there  were  but  a few  Police  or  District 
Courts,  it  was  pro\fided  that  certain  justices  of  the  peace  should 
be  designated  by  the  Governor,  with  the  consent  of  the  Council, 
as  Trial  Justices”  for  the  term  of  three  years  each,  and  that 
no  justice  of  the  peace  not  so  designated  should  have  any  civil 
or  criminal  jurisdiction.  These  Trial  Justices  had  cml  jurisdic- 
tion subject  to  appeal  when  the  amount  involved  did  not 
exceed  one  hundred  dollars,  and  criminal  jurisdiction  over  many 
minor  crimes.  With  the  establishment  of  courts  they  have 
practically  disappeared,  except  in  Essex  County.  They  served 
their  purpose  fairly  well,  but  were  not  real  courts.  They  had 
no  clerk  and  no  seal  and  were  very  informal. 

It  is  a far  cry  from  the  justices  of  the  peace  to  the  courts 
which  have  now  supplanted  them.  The  earliest  Police  Courts 
were  established  in  1833  in  Williamstown  and  Newbur^q^ort. 
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These  were  followed  by  other  Police  and  District  and  Munici- 
pal Courts  rather  slowly  until  1874,  when  they  increased 
rapidly  and  today  every  part  of  the  Commonwealth  is  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  one  of  them.  All  of  these,  varying  in  name, 
were  about  alike  and  were  originally  given  substantially  the 
powers  of  justices  of  the  peace.  They  dealt  with  petty  crimes 
and  with  ci\dl  cases  in  which  not  more  than  one  hundred  dollars 
was  involved.  Gradually  new  powers  and  authority,  as  well  as 
dignity,  have  been  given  them  until  now  they  are  full  fledged 
courts  and  a very  important  part  of  the  judicial  system.  At  one 
time  they  could  have  a jury  of  six  instead  of  the  usual  twelve, 
but  this  was  unsuccessful  and  no  juries  are  now  used  in  these 
courts.  There  is  a statute  giving  them  full  power  to  call  a jury 
to  determine  the  question  of  sanity,  but  I have  never  known  it 
to  be  used. 

The  Police  Court  in  Cambridge,  in  which  we  are  especially 
interested,  the  ancestor  of  the  present  District  Court,  was 
estabhshed  by  Chapter  335  of  the  Acts  of  1854  to  consist  of  one 
competent  and  discreet  person  as  standing  justice  and  one 
special  justice  who  was  not  required  by  the  statute  to  be  either 
competent  or  discreet.  The  salary  of  the  justice  was  one  thou- 
sand dollars  yearly.  He  was  the  whole  court.  He  had  no  clerk, 
unless  he  paid  one  from  his  own  purse,  no  court  officers  and  no 
probation  officer.  He  was  literally  the  whole  thing,  with  the 
exception  of  the  special  justice  who  sat  when  the  standing 
justice  was  absent,  and  in  those  happy  days  he  could  easily  do 
all  the  business  alone. 

The  sessions  of  the  court  were  first  held  in  a small  wooden 
building  in  East  Cambridge  near  the  present  site  of  the  Lech- 
mere  Bank.  Later  it  was  held  in  what  is  now  the  Wardroom 
over  the  Police  Station  in  Fourth  Street,  in  East  Cambridge. 
Still  later  it  was  tranferred  to  the  brick  building  in  Church 
^Street  which  was  then  used  as  a Police  Station.  In  1875  it  went 
to  the  city  building  in  Brattle  Square.  In  1913  the  court  was 
again  moved  to  the  quarters  it  still  occupies  in  a building  espe- 
cially created  for  its  use  on  the  corner  of  Spring  and  Third  Streets 
in  East  Cambridge,  where,  for  the  first  time,  it  was  completely 
and  properly  divorced  from  any  connection  with  any  police 
station.  There  are  two  court  rooms,  a suitable  lobby  and  wait- 
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ing  room  for  the  judge,  commodious  and  suitable  offices,  with  a 
large  vault  for  the  clerk,  rooms  for  the  probation  officers,  and 
waiting  rooms  for  women  and  attorneys.  It  was  adequate  for 
the  needs  of  the  court  when  built,  but  the  increase  of  business 
has  been  so  great  that  it  is  already  outgrovm,  and  plans  have 
been  prepared  for  an  addition  which  will  give  a third  court 
room,  with  the  necessary  additional  offices. 

In  the  beginning  there  was  no  clerk  of  the  court,  but  later 
Albert  S.  Butler  became  clerk.  From  December,  1863,  to  Janu- 
ary  1,  1866,  James  B.  Stacey  was  clerk.  He  was  succeeded  by 
Thomas  Mclntire,  Jr.,  who  served  until  his  death  in  1881,  to  be 
followed  by  Emerson  W.  Law,  who  continued  in  office  until  the 
court  was  abolished  in  1882. 

The  first  and  only  justice  of  the  Police  Court  was  John  S. 
Ladd,  who  was  a man  of  some  ability  and  for  a number  of  years 
seems  to  have  been  a good  and  satisfactory  judge.  In  his  later 
years  he  became  a spiritualist  and  was  said  to  have  consulted 
his  spirit  friends  for  ad\dce  in  disposing  of  cases,  with  results 
which  were  not  always  good,  and  there  was  some  dissatisfaction. 
He  was  appointed  for  life  for  good  behavior  and  had  done  noth- 
ing for  wffiich  he  could  be  removed.  In  1882,  the  Legislature,  by 
Chapter  233  of  the  Acts  of  that  year,  abolished  the  court,  leav- 
ing Judge  Ladd  a judge  with  no  court  and  no  salary.  The  same 
statute  created  the  Third  District  Court  of  Eastern  Middlesex, 
which  took  over  the  work  of  the  Police  Court  with  substantially 
the  same  powers  and  duties  and  was  given  jurisdiction  over 
Arlington  and  Belmont  as  well  as  over  Cambridge.  The  new 
court  held  its  first  session  on  the  first  Monday  in  July,  1882. 

The  first  justice  of  the  Third  District  Court  of  Eastern  Mid- 
dlesex was  William  H.  Orcutt,  who  presided  over  the  court  from 
July,  1882,  until  October,  1889,  when  he  resigned  and  resumed 
practice  of  law  in  Buffalo,  New  York.  He  was  succeeded  by 
Chester  F.  Sanger,  who  remained  in  office  until  his  death  in  1891. 
In  December,  1891,  Charles  Almy  became  the  justice  and  held 
the  office  until  March,  1921,  when  he  retired  and  Arthur  P. 
Stone,  of  Belmont,  w^as  appointed.  From  1854  to  1921,  a period 
of  sixty-seven  years,  there  were  but  four  justices,  one  of  whom 
held  the  court  for  twenty-eight  years  and  another  for  more 
than  twenty-nine  years. 
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The  first  clerk  of  the  District  Court  was  Emerson  W.  Law, 
who  had  been  clerk  of  the  Police  Court  and  who  continued  as 
clerk  until  August,  1910,  when  he  retired  and  was  succeeded  by 
William  A.  Forbes,  who  had  been  assistant  clerk  since  Decem- 
ber, 1902,  and  who  is  still  its  clerk.  Mr.  Law  was  made  clerk 
of  the  Police  Court  in  1881,  so  that  in  forty-two  years  there 
have  been  but  two  clerks,  one  of  whom  is  still  in  office. 

In  the  old  Police  Court  there  was  one  special  justice,  who 
held  court  only  in  the  absence  of  the  standing  justice.  In  the 
District  Court  there  are  two  special  justices,  who  sit  in  the 
absence  of  the  standing  justice  or  can  hold  one  or  more  sessions 
of  the  court  while  the  standing  justice  is  holding  his  o^vn  session. 
Among  the  special  justices  have  been  Jabez  Fox,  later  justice 
of  the  Superior  Court;  Samuel  W.  McDaniel,  Woodward 
Emery,  Augustine  J.  Daly,  Robert  Walcott,  Arthur  P.  Stone, 
the  present  standing  justice,  and  Edward  F.  Counihan;  the 
present  special  justices  being  Judge  Walcott  and  Judge  Couni- 
han. As  is  the  case  with  its  justice,  they  are  appointed  for  life. 

In  1881,  F.  W.  Hagar  was  appointed  probation  officer  by 
Mayor  James  A.  Fox,  as  a city  official.  Under  a later  statute  he 
was  appointed  again  by  Judge  Sanger  in  1891,  as  a probation 
officer  of  the  court.  He  continued  in  office  until  1902  and  was 
succeeded  by  his  son,  Frank  A.  Hagar,  who  resigned  in  1914,  to 
be  made  probation  officer  in  the  Superior  Court,  and  was  fol- 
lowed by  William  A.  Donovan,  who  still  holds  the  position. 

In  1906,  Lucy  C.  Hutchins  was  appointed  probation  officer  in 
charge  of  women  and  juveniles  and  still  holds  that  position. 

The  present  staff  of  the  court  is  a clerk,  two  assistant  clerks, 
a stenographer,  two  probation  officers,  one  for  men  and  the  other 
for  women  and  children,  one  assistant  probation  officer  and  a 
clerk  and  stenographer  for  the  probation  office,  and  a court 
officer.  The  clerk  is  appointed  by  the  Governor  and  he  appoints 
his  assistants  subject  to  approval  of  the  judge.  The  probation 
"“^officers  and  court  officer  are  appointed  and  their  salaries  fixed  by 
the  judge.  It  now  requires  nine  hard  working  people  in  addition 
to  the  judge  to  do  what  the  judge  did  alone  sixty  years  ago. 

The  powers,  duties,  and  importance  of  the  Third  District 
Court  have  grown  rapidly.  Originally  based  on  the  powers  of 
justices  of  the  peace  and  trial  justices,  it  is  now  a Court  of 
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Record,  with  full  standing.  It  can  try  civil  cases  in  which  no 
jury  is  claimed  when  the  amount  involved  does  not  exceed 
three  thousand  dollars,  and  its  decision  on  facts  is  conclusive. 
In  criminal  cases,  it  has  full  jurisdiction  unless  the  sentence  may 
exceed  five  years  in  the  State  Prison,  subject  to  an  appeal  to  a 
jury.  It  has  full  jurisdiction  over  Poor  Debtor  cases  in  which  a 
delinquent  debtor  can  be  brought  before  the  court  and  examined 
as  to  his  resources,  and  for  failure  to  pay  as  ordered  can  be  com- 
mitted to  jail.  Under  a recent  statute,  the  Small  Claims  Act,’' 
it  can  hear  very  informally  claims  not  exceeding  thirty-five  dol- 
lars, and  enter  judgment  from  which  there  is  no  appeal.  In 
these  cases  law^^ers  are  not  needed  and  are  hardly  useful,  and  if 
they  appear,  it  is  in  the  vdngs  and  not  on  the  centre  of  the  stage. 
There  is  a steadily  increasing  number  of  such  cases. 

It  is  a Juvenile  Court,  dealing  with  children  under  seventeen 
in  a separate  session  which  is  not  open  to  the  public.  About 
five  hundred  children  are  before  this  session  of  the  court  every 
year,  and  the  number  has  reached  almost  nine  hundred.  This 
part  of  the  work  is  exceedingly  interesting  and  also  very  diffi- 
cult. It  is  a Court  of  Domestic  Relations,  having  great  power 
over  nearly  all  relations,  except  divorce,  between  husband  and 
wife,  especially  when  a husband  fails  to  give  proper  support  to 
his  wife  or  children,  and  can  make  orders  for  proper  support, 
failure  to  comply  ^vith  which  renders  the  husband  liable  to 
imprisonment.  It  can  compel  children  to  support  their  parents. 
If  children  are  found  to  be  neglected,  it  can  take  them  away 
from  their  homes  and  make  orders  for  their  temporary  or  per- 
manent custody.  It  can  deal  with  children  who  are  truants  and 
with  parents  who  fail  to  send  their  children  to  school.  In  some 
cases  it  can  hold  parents  responsible  for  the  misdemeanors  of 
their  children. 

If  a couple  contemplate  matrimony,  the  city  clerk  cannot 
issue  a marriage  license  until  six  days  from  the  application 
unless  the  parties  appear  before  a judge  and  show  good  reason 
why  it  should  issue  at  once.  There  are  many  of  these  cases, 
coming  from  all  classes  in  society,  and  during  the  war  they  were 
especially  numerous.  The  law  has  undoubtedly  prevented 
much  wedding  in  haste. 

The  court  now  has  the  functions  of  the  old  coroners  and  hears 
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inquests  when  a death  occurs  from  operation  of  a railroad  or 
railway,  or  from  an  automobile  accident,  or  is  thought  to  be  the 
result  of  violence.  It  hears  inquests  on  disputed  election  cases. 
Municipal  employees  who  have  been  removed  from  office  can 
appeal  to  the  court.  It  commits  persons  who  are  insane  or 
dipsomaniacs  to  institutions.  There  are  a great  many  of  these 
and  they  require  much  care  to  see  that  no  wrong  or  injustice  is 
done.  I could  tell  some  interesting  stories  about  people  who  are 
well  known  in  Cambridge  if  it  were  permissible,  and  I have  seen 
many  family  skeletons. 

There  is  also  a large  amount  of  administrative  work  to  be 
done  by  the  justice  of  the  court.  He  has  to  see  that  the  machine 
runs  smoothly  and  that  there  is  no  friction  among  the  different 
officers  connected  vnih.  it.  He  must  approve  all  bills  for  print- 
ing and  necessary  supplies  for  the  court. 

A very  noticeable  change  is  in  the  increased  use  of  inter- 
preters. Twenty-five  years  ago  it  was  usual  to  find  a defendant 
or  a witness  who  could  not  speak  intelligibly  in  English,  and 
when  this  happened  there  was  a delay  until  an  interpreter  could 
be  found,  and  when  found,  he  was  usually  unskilled  in  his  w^ork. 
There  is  now  in  daily  attendance  a competent  interpreter  for 
the  Pohsh,  Lettish,  and  Lithuanian  tongues,  and  an  Italian 
interpreter  who  is  shared  with  the  Superior  Court.  There  are 
also  French,  Greek,  Hebrew,  Russian,  and  Chinese  interpreters 
who  come  on  call.  There  have  been  cases  in  which  no  English 
speaking  interpreter  could  be  foimd  and  the  evidence  had  to  go 
through- two  interpreters  before  it  reached  the  court.  The 
greatest  difficulty  is  to  find  a good  interpreter  for  a deaf  mute. 

Another  marked  change  is  in  the  probation  service.  The 
first  probation  officer  was  appointed  and  paid  by  the  city,  with 
little  real  power  and  no  well  defined  standing  in  court.  But  in 
1891  by  Ch.  356  of  the  Acts  of  that  year,  the  justice  of  the  court 
was  authorized  to  appoint  a probation  officer  to  inquire  into 
the  nature  of  every  criminal  case  brought  before  the  court  under 
whose  jurisdiction  he  acts,  and  may  recommend  that  any  person 
convicted  by  the  court  be  placed  upon  probation.^’  The  justice 
not  only  appointed  him  but  fixed  his  salary.  Later  a female 
probation  officer  was  added  who  cared  for  girls,  women,  and 
children.  Still  later  an  assistant  probation  officer  was  appointed 
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whose  duties  are  chiefly  as  matron  in  care  of  female  defendants 
before  the  court,  and  who  goes  ^*ith  girls  and  women  when  they 
are  committed  to  institutions  or  insane  hospitals.  There  is  also 
a clerk  and  stenographer  who  keeps  the  records  of  the  probation 
officers,  looks  out  for  the  correspondence,  and  keeps  the  books  of 
account.  They  are  all  overworked  and  have  more  on  their 
hands  than  they  can  attend  to  as  thoroughly  as  they  would  hke. 
They  handle  thousands  of  dollars  in  the  course  of  the  year,  com- 
ing chiefly  from  money  paid  by  husbands  for  support  of  vdves 
and  children,  and  largely  from  suspended  fines  which  are 
received  by  them  in  instalments.  The  value  of  this  service  to 
the  community  is  great  and  I do  not  doubt  that  in  actual  results 
they  save  to  the  community  far  more  than  they  cost.  There  is 
danger  always  of  over-doing  probation,  but  if  wisely  admin- 
istered it  is  of  infinite  value.  Probation,  properly  conducted,  is 
not  merely  reporting  from  time  to  time  and  saying,  am 
doing  well,’^  but  means  being  followed  up,  \fisited  in  his  home, 
and  his  account  of  himself  checked  up  by  his  wife  and  neighbors 
and  the  police.  It  is  a significant  fact  that  many  men  prefer  a 
fine,  especially  if  paid  by  the  wife,  to  probation. 

The  probation  officers  have  great  power.  If  a probationer 
violates  the  conditions  of  his  probation,  he  can  be  arrested  with- 
out a warrant  and  brought  before  the  court,  and  this  is  fre- 
quently done.  Their  recommendations,  made  after  careful 
investigations,  have  great  weight  with  the  court,  and  they  are 
subjected  to  great  pressure  to  induce  them  to  report  favorably. 

In  addition  to  the  probation  staff  of  the  court,  there  is  a 
‘^City  Missionary’’  who  attends  the  session  of  the  court  and 
gives  assistance,  especially  in  cases  grovdng  out  of  intemperance. 

In  1921,  there  were  5,629  criminal  cases  and  490  juvenile 
cases,  making  a total  of  6,119  cases  on  the  criminal  side  of  the 
court,  every  one  of  which  had  to  be  investigated  by  the  proba- 
tion officers,  and  heard  by  the  judge,  and  a large  proportion  of 
these  were  before  the  court  on  more  than  one  day.  There  were 
2,075  civil  proceedings.  Cases  of  insanity  and  dipsomania, 
inquests  and  apphcations  for  marriage  licenses  were  about  200 
in  all,  so  that  there  were  about  8,400  cases  of  all  kinds  before 
the  court  in  that  year,  many  of  which  came  before  the  court  on 
more  than  one  day  — which  means  that  on  every  working  day 
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the  judge  has  to  make  about  thhty  decisions,  a large  proportion 
of  which  are  of  considerable  importance  to  somebody.  ^Many  of 
these  decisions  are  very  easy  and  some  are  very  difficult.  The 
law  is  supposed  to  be  all  locked  in  the  mind  of  the  judge,  but 
sometimes  it  is  difficult  to  find  the  key  which  will  open  the  right 
compartment,  and  many  of  the  young  lawyers,  for  whom  the 
District  Court  is  a training  school,  do  not  give  as  much  assist- 
ance as  could  be  desired.  Questions  of  fact  often  give  much 
trouble.  There  is  some  evidence  which  is  out  and  out  perjury, 
and  more  in  which  actual  facts  are  so  colored  and  twisted  as  to 
give  a false  impression.  The  most  difficult  vutness  is  one  who 
honestly  tries  to  tell  the  truth,  but  cannot  remember  accurately. 

In  criminal  cases  the  most  difficult  thing  is  to  determine  the 
penalty  after  the  defendant  has  been  found  guilty.  His  case 
may  be  put  on  file,  that  is,  he  may  be  let  off  altogether;  he  may 
be  put  on  probation;  he  may  be  fined ; or  he  may  be  sent  to  jail. 
The  defendant’s  family  must  be  considered  and  the  possibihty 
of  redeeming  him,  and  also  the  adequate  protection  of  the  com- 
munity and  the  deterrent  effect  of  a sentence. 

In  conclusion  I want  to  say  that  I found  the  work  incon- 
ceivably interesting  and  worth  while.  There  is  no  monotony  or 
tedium  about  it  if  one  remembers  that  his  decision  is  of  great 
importance  to  a particular  individual  in  every  case.  To  many 
of  our  population  and  especially  to  the  foreign  born  these  are 
the  only  courts  known,  and  by  their  reputation  for  fairness  and 
impartiality  our  institutions  are  judged.  It  was  a great  satis- 
faction to  be  succeeded  by  one  in  whose  ability,  fairmindedness, 
and  interest  I have  entire  confidence,  founded  on  years  of  per- 
sonal knowledge  and  experience. 
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THE  ORIGIN  AND  NATURE  OF  THE  OLD 
GRAVESTONES  OF  THE  CAMBRIDGE  BURIAL  YARD 

By  Jay  Backus  Woodwoeth 

Read  January  30,  1923 

A CASUAL  visit  to  one  of  the  oldest  burial  grounds  of  this  dis- 
trict, in  Cambridge,  Boston,  or  neighboring  towns,  reveals  to  the 
observant  eye  of  the  searcher  for  epitaphs  a diversity  of  size, 
shape,  color,  and  of  sculpture  of  the  tombstones.  The  sizes 
range  from  the  low,  squat,  scarcely  worked  greenish  stone  with 
Roman  lettering  and  very  ancient  dates  to  the  trim  moderately 
tall  slab  of  finished  design.  Besides  these  are  altar-tombs  built 
up  of  many  pieces  and  covered  by  a broad  flat  slab  surmounting 
the  whole.  The  shapes  of  the  gravestones  vary,  especially 
among  the  older  examples,  less  than  their  other  features.  Some 
of  the  slabs  are  noticeably  thicker  in  proportion  to  their  height 
and  breadth  than  others.  Among  the  oldest  inscriptions  only  do 
we  find  short,  thick  stones  exhibiting  little  modification  from 
the  shapes  of  field  stone.  The  color  of  the  old  blue  slates,  modi- 
fied by  the  weather  more  or  less,  gives  the  general  cold  drab 
tone  to  the  churchyard,  enlivened  here  and  there  by  a sprinkling 
of  reddish  stones  or  by  the  white  marble  slabs  that  stand  hke 
albino  freaks  in  the  ranks  of  their  dark  faced  brethren. 

The  ordinary  citizen  will  tell  you  which  of  these  stones  are 
slate,  hmestone,  and  sandstone.  For  some  of  the  ancient  short 
thick  stones  he  may  have  no  name,  or  if  he  be  a road  engineer  he 
will  say  they  are  trap-rock.  He  applies  the  name  ^ ^ slate  ” to  any 
dark  bluish  or  greenish  or  even  reddish  fine  grained  rock  which 
parts  into  smooth-faced  slabs,  whether  thick  or  thin,  regardless 
of  whether  their  faces  of  parting  depend  upon  the  original 
stratification  of  a mud  bed  or  upon  the  impressed  cleavage 
which  divides  the  rock  into  those  plates  known  to  the  geologist 
as  clay-slates.  The  geologist’s  eye,  sharpened  on  a thousand 
gritty  ledges,  detects  the  traces  of  the  original  layers  of  different 
texture  or  color  in  the  old  mud  rock  and  distinguishes  between 
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their  mode  of  occurrence  and  that  of  the  tendency  of  the  rock 
to  split  along  planes  of  fracture  at  varying  angles  to  the  original 
structure.  He  may  also  note  the  occurrence  of  the  organic  out- 
lines of  fossil  brachiopods,  in  the  limestones  slabs,  etched  out 
by  two  centuries  of  exposure  to  weathering.  From  all  these 
characters  displayed  by  the  gravestones,  he  may  be  expected  to 
draw  inferences  as  to  whether  the  stones  came  from  quarries  in 
the  neighborhood,  from  more  distant  parts  of  this  country,  or 
from  the  quarries  of  old  England  and  Wales. 

It  might  be  thought  that  the  exact  source  of  these  old  stones 
would  be  stated  in  records  of  the  towns  wdth  which  they  are 
associated  or  that  the  compilers  of  epitaphs  would  have  told 
the  story  in  their  numerous  publications  on  the  human  aspect 
of  old  gravestones ; but  f e^v  writers  have  in  the  past  undertaken 
this  inquiry,  then  seldom  doing  more  than  to  record  the  tradi- 
tion that  the  old  carved  slate  tombstones  were  brought  over 
from  Britain.  A brief  re\dew  of  the  wHtings  w^hich  deal  with  the 
nature  and  origin  of  these  gravestones  is  appropriately  intro- 
duced here  in  what  follow^s. 

Shurtleff  in  his  “Topography  of  Boston’’  classifies  the  stones 
in  the  oldest  burial  grounds  in  Boston  under  three  headings, 
viz.,  a few,  most  ancient  stones  described  as  composed  of  “por- 
phyritic  greenstone”  of  local  derivation;  second,  finely  carved 
dark  slates  imported  from  the  old  country;  third,  various  kinds 
of  local  rocks  less  w^ell  wTought  and  ornamented. 

His  account  of  the  gravestones  in  the  Granary  Burial  Ground 
in  Boston  reads  as  follows:  ^ 

“The  most  ancient  are  constructed  of  a very  durable  species 
of  stone  — porphyritic  greenstone  — smoothed  on  one  or  two 
faces,  and  bear  inscriptions  in  plain  Roman  capitals;  although 
in  the  oldest,  some  of  the  letters  are  blended  together  as  logo- 
types; and  they  are  destitute  of  all  sepulchral  ornaments  and 
devices  w'hatever.  The  second  in  order  of  time  w^ere  imported 
from  England,  and  are  of  very  substantial  slate  stone;  they  are 
enriched  with  sculptured  borders,  and  decorated  wdth  death’s 
heads,  hour  glasses,  and  cherubim.  The  gravestones  next  in 
order  are  of  home  origin,  and  are  constructed  of  American  slate 

^ Nathaniel  B.  Shurtleff:  A Topographical  and  Historical  Description  of  Boston. 
Boston,  3 ed.  1890,  pp.  188-189. 
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or  marble  having  frequently  rude  carvings.  Not  infrequently 
will  be  found  a costly  marble  from  a foreign  quarry,  but  shaped 
and  lettered  in  this  country.  The  old  native  greenstone  and 
the  English  slate  stone  have  best  performed  their  allotted 
tasks. 

The  rock  designated  as  ^^porphyritic  greenstone”  by  Shurtleff 
agrees  with  the  nomenclature  employed  by  the  Dana  brothers, 
Dr.  Webster,  and  by  Edward  Hitchcock,  the  first  and  last  state 
geologist,  but  the  term  porphyry  is  now  used  in  a more  restricted 
sense.  The  kind  of  rock  referred  to  was  probably  found  in 
boulders  about  the  sides  of  Beacon  Hill  and  may  be  seen  in  the 
ledges  of  IMiddlesex  Fells  and  vicinity,  or  in  dikes  in  the  Boston 
basin.  Shurtleff  does  not  state  in  what  lithological  characters 
the  slate  of  these  old  gravestones  differs  from  the  slates  which 
were  later  worked  in  eastern  Massachusetts,  aside  from  the 
inference  that  the  carving  of  the  stone  affords  a clue  to  the 
country  of  its  origin.  The  tradition  now  current  that  the  slates 
in  question  came  from  the  old  country  here  finds  a positive 
statement  to  that  effect  by  a painstaking  writer  not  likely  to 
be  mistaken  in  regard  to  matters  of  record  or  tradition  con- 
cerning ancient  Boston,  but  he  does  not  reveal  the  source  of 
his  information  on  this  matter. 

The  most  complete  and  accurate  account  of  the  stones  locally 
used  for  building  and  monuments  is  that  by  Prof.  John  E. 
Wolff,  of  Harvard  University,  in  18S0,  then  an  Assistant  in 
Geology  and  special  agent  of  the  United  States  Census  Bureau.^ 

He  states  that  the  Welsh  slates  in  our  older  cemeteries  are 
often  to  be  told  by  lines  of  color  crossing  the  slabs,  and  that 
these  slate  tombstones  which  have  stood  two  hundred  years  are 
almost  unaltered,  looking  very  fresh.  He  also  writes  of  the 
Granary  Burying  Ground  in  Boston  as  exhibiting  red,  green, 
and  blue  slate  tombs;  the  Copp^s  Hill  yard  also  showing  “red 
^and  greenish  Welsh,  bluish  American  marble,  yellow  and  red 
sandstone,  and  Vermont  slate.” 

Lastly,  Dr.  George  P.  Merrill,  geologist  of  the  United  States 
National  Museum,  probably  the  best  informed  writer  on  the 

^ John  E.  'Wolff;  Report  on  Bmlding  Stones  of  the  Tenth  Census  of  the  U.  S. 
1880.  47th  Cong.,  2d  Session.  House  iSIisc.  Doc.  42,  part  10,  “Building  Stones  and 
the  Quarry  Industry,”  pp.  282-292. 
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use  of  stone  in  this  country  at  the  present  time,  stated  over  a 
quarter  of  a century  ago  that  “the  greater  part  of  the  slate  used 
for  tombstones  about  Boston  was  directly  imported  from 
Wales.^^i 

The  close  resemblance  of  many  stones  in  the  old  Cambridge 
church  yard  if  not  their  identical  repetition  of  the  lithology  and 
the  car\dngs  of  stones  of  the  same  age  in  Boston  render  the 
opinions  and  arguments  above  expressed  applicable  to  the 
stones  in  Cambridge,  so  that  from  the  writings  in  existence  on 
this  subject,  the  reader  would  be  inclined  to  regard  the  tradi- 
tion mentioned  as  embodying  a great  deal  of  truth,  or  rather,  we 
better  say,  the  tradition  has  not  been  challenged  by  men  in  a 
position  to  determine  that  the  tradition  is  false  and  misleading. 
Thus  much  from  writings  dealing  directly  with  the  old  slate 
tombstones  richly  carved. 

May  the  old  slates  have  been  derived  from  quarries  in  this 
country  in  colonial  times?  The  ancient  records  of  the  selectmen 
and  proprietors  of  Cambridge  throw  no  light  on  the  source  of 
the  stones  used  in  various  ways  in  Old  Cambridge.  Tombstones 
are  especially  difficult  to  account  for  because  of  their  being  pro- 
vided at  private  expense.  They  are  rarely  matters  of  public 
record,  and  those  that  were  imported  from  abroad  were  prob- 
ably brought  in  as  ballast  in  the  ships  of  the  time  or  served  that 
purpose  if  already  worked  into  shape.  Stonecutters  spend  their 
lives  making  enduring  monuments  for  their  contemporaries  but 
leave  none  of  themselves.  Shurtleff  mentions  one  named  John 
Just  Geyer,  working  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Seaver  in  1793 
in  Boston,  “in  the  burial  place  at  the  bottom  of  the  Common”^ 
whose  foreign  name  would  possibly  not  be  the  only  one  of  the 
kind  in  a list  of  those  whose  work  it  was  to  perpetuate  under 
the  eye  of  his  executor  the  name  of  the  deceased. 

The  quarrying  of  local  stone  for  use  as  roofing  slate  or  tomb- 
stones may  be  briefly  told,  for  the  records  are  few  and  probably 
incomplete.  A reference  to  early  quarrying  of  slate  about  Bos- 
ton is  found  in  a letter  dated  1721  published  in  the  Massachu- 
setts Records^  and  cited  by  Wolff,  wherein  there  is  described 

^ G.  P.  Merrill:  Stones  for  Building  and  Decoration.  2d  ed.  New  York,  1897, 

p.  9. 

* Op.  cit.  p.  238. 

’ See  Pattee’s  History  of  Quincy,  p.  599  cited  by  J.  E.  Wolff. 
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the  shipment  of  a cargo  of  twenty  tons  of  split  slate  from  Hang- 
man’s Island  and  Hough’s  Neck  near  Squantum.  That  the  slate 
was  split  appears  to  mean  that  it  was  intended  to  cover  roofs. 

The  late  Dean  Shaler,  Professor  of  Geology  at  Harvard  Uni- 
versity, stated  in  ISSO  that  a large  number  of  old  tombstones 
of  this  region  were  obtained  from  the  flagging  slates  of  Quincy 
at  the  base  of  Squantum  Neck,  which  were  perhaps  the  first 
that  were  extensively  quarried.  He  added  that  the  next  in  use 
were  the  similar  but  less  perfect  slates  of  Cambridge  and  Som- 
erville.^ 

Of  the  four  vTiters  quoted  herein  on  the  origin  of  the  old 
richly  engraved  tombstones  in  which  we  are  chiefly  interested 
because  of  the  tradition  concerning  them,  Shurtleff,  to  the 
manor  born  and  doubtless  steeped  in  the  tradition,  tells  us  that 
the  stones  came  from  England;  Wolff  cautiously  informs  us  how 
to  distinguish  the  red  and  green  slates  of  Wales  vdth  their  bands 
and  bandlets  of  color;  Shaler  assures  us  that  local  slates  from 
the  south  of  Boston  were  extensively  used  in  the  early  days,  but 
we  have  no  reason  to  believe  this  use  began  prior  to  1721 ; Mer- 
rill would  have  us  share  his  impression  that  most  of  the  finely 
carved  old  gravestones  came  directly  from  Wales.  The  stones 
were  here  before  1700,  and  continued  to  be  used  for  years 
afterwards.  WTere  hes  the  mother-ledge  from  which  these 
stones  came? 

The  Alessrs.  J.  Freeman  and  Samuel  F.  Dana  state  in  their 
Outlines  of  the  Mineralogy  and  Geology  of  Boston  and  Vicin- 
ity,” of  .1818,  that  argillaceous  slate  or  argillite  occurring  in 
Charlestown  (now  Somervdlle),  Malden,  Chelsea,  Watertown, 
and  Quincy  ^ ‘never  separates  into  tables  thin  enough  for  roof 
slate,  but  is  much  employed  for  the  sides,  floorings,  and  cover- 
ings of  drains,  and  for  many  other  purposes,  where  large  flat 
stones  are  required.”  They  note  that  the  rock  was  in  their  time 
extensively  quarried  near  Powderhouse  hill  in  what  is  now  the 
city  of  Somer\’ille.  Follo\\ing  the  Dana  brothers,  Prof.  Edward 
Hitchcock  in  his  Final  Report  on  the  Geology  of  ^Massachusetts, 
1841,  repeats  the  statement  regarding  the  distribution  of  argil- 
laceoas  rocks  of  the  vicinity  of  Boston,  but  adds  the  statement 

S.  Shaler:  Memoirs  of  the  Boston  Society  of  Natural  History,  vol.  i,  1880, 

p.  5. 
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that  the  rock  is  valuable  for  gravestones,  though  he  does  not 
state  that  the  stone  was  so  used. 

In  his  report  for  1832,  Hitchcock  (page  34)  states  that  the 
slates  of  Worcester  County  have  been  wrought  considerably  at 
Harv'ard  and  Pepperril  for  tombstones  and  that  the  rock  is 
transported  a considerable  distance  for  this  purpose.  Alore 
definite  information  regarding  the  quarr\i.ng  of  slate  in  W^orces- 
ter  County  is  found  in  Marvin’s  History  of  Lancaster^  Mass.^ 
wherein  it  is  reported  that  slates  were  quarried  in  that  town  as 
early  as  1750  or  1753  and  that  they  were  extensively  used  in 
Boston  after  the  Revolution,  the  old  Hancock  House  on  Beacon 
Street,  as  well  as  the  Old  State  House  and  other  buildings  being 
covered  with  slate  from  these  quarries. 

It  was  not  in  the  nature  of  the  country  that  the  slates  of  Ver- 
mont should  have  been  used  in  Boston  in  Colonial  times.  The 
quarrying  of  slate  appears  not  to  have  been  begun  there  until 
1812  at  Guilford  and  not  with  any  success  until  after  1845  at 
Fairhaven,  and  then  chiefly  for  roofing  slates.  For  many  years 
after  that  date,  the  extensive  importation  of  roofing  slates  from 
Wales  retarded  the  quarrjdng  industry  and  even  drove  out  of 
the  market  native  slates  from  that  state,  a reference  which  bears 
on  the  local  demand  for  Welsh  slate  in  Colonial  times,  partly 
because  perhaps  of  its  lower  cost,  but  perhaps  also  because  of  a 
long  established  reputation  in  New  England.^ 

More  definite  references  to  local  quarries  of  tombstone  slate 
have  not  found  their  way  into  geological  literature.  We  now 
come  to  the  direct  comparison  of  the  old  tombstones  with  local 
rocks  for  the  purpose  of  discrimination.  In  these  notes  various 
stones  in  the  Old  Cambridge  burial  ground  will  be  considered 
roughly  in  the  order  of  the  dates  of  the  inscription,  which  have 
been  taken  as  the  only  available  means  of  dating  the  implace- 
ment  of  the  stones.  Some  stones  may  have  been  wrought  and 
£ut  up  several  years  after  the  death  of  the  deceased,  a fact 
recorded  on  certain  modern  gravestones  in  the  yard. 

In  a general  way  the  gravestones  in  the  Cambridge  burial 
ground  accord  vdth  the  description  given  by  Shurtleff  of  the 
stones  in  King’s  Chapel  burying  ground  in  Boston.  The  kind 

^ Quoted  from  Geo.  P.  Merrill,  op.  cit.,  p.  9. 

Chas.  H.  Hitchcock  and  Hager:  Geology  of  Vermont,  vol.  ii,  1861. 
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of  stones  found  in  one  occur  in  the  other,  with  few  exceptions. 
The  writer’s  examination  of  the  stone  is  by  no  means  complete 
and  has  been  directed  to  the  older  stones  as  shown  by  dates 
inscribed  upon  them,  and  more  especially  to  striking  examples 
of  the  old  sculptured  slate  gravestones,  because  of  their  anti- 
quarian and  historical  interest.  In  describing  stones  apparently 
of  local  derivation  suggestions  are  offered  regarding  the  pos- 
sible resort  to  ‘‘the  rocks”  which  figure  in  the  ancient  towm 
records. 

Among  the  older  tombstones  in  the  yard  are  examples  of 
local  rocks  identical  with  the  argillites  of  Somerville  and  the 
dark  dense  trap  rock,  a form  of  the  greenstone  of  the  days  of 
Professor  Webster  and  President  Hitchcock,  and  so  comparable 
to  the  early  “greenstone”  monuments  found  by  Shurtleff  in 
the  yard  of  King’s  Chapel  in  Boston.  The  small  dark  stone 
standing  on  the  grave  of  Samuel  Bridge  who  died  1672  is  not 
distinguishable  from  layers  of  the  thinly  laminated,  rather 
dense,  somewhat  baked  argillite  of  the  old  Alms  House  quarry 
and  other  localities  formerly  worked  in  what  is  now  the  city  of 
Somerville.  Just  north  of  this  stone  stands  the  sturdy  little 
gravestone  of  Thomas  Bridge  who  died  in  1673.  The  stone  is  a 
joint  block  of  trap  rock  resembling  that  of  the  dark  greenish  to 
black  trap  dikes  of  several  yards  width  which  trend  about  east 
and  west,  intersecting  the  stratified  argillites  in  the  hills  of 
Somerville,  and  to  this  day  visible  in  the  disused  quarry  back 
of  the  fire  engine  house  on  Somerville  Avenue  at  the  southern 
base  of  the  hills.  The  lettering  on  the  face  of  this  primitive 
gravestone  resembles  that  of  the  oldest  stones  in  King’s  Chapel 
graveyard  in  its  simplicity  of  rectangular  lines  lightly  incised. 
The  inscription  is  framed  by  marginal  lines  and  between  each 
line  of  the  Gothic  letters  there  is  cut  a horizontal  line.  The 
sides  and  top  of  the  stone  are  largely  determined  by  the  natural 
fractures  which  di\fided  it  from  the  parent  ledge.  The  work  of 
the  artisan  appears  to  have  been  limited  to  pounding  down  the 
corners  and  perhaps  to  smoothing  the  inscribed  face.  The 
lettering  may  also  have  been  done  by  the  stone  cutter,  a remark 
which  applies  equally  to  the  stone  of  Samuel  Bridge.  The 
writer  has  not  seen  the  gravestone  of  Ann  Erinton  (Anne  Har- 
rington) who  died  in  1653  on  Christmas  Day,  said  to  be  the 
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oldest  stone  in  the  burial  ground;  but  judges  from  those  which 
he  has  seen  dated  prior  to  King  Phihp’s  War  that  up  to  that 
time  or  about  1675-76,  local  stones  derived  from  the  neighbor- 
ing quarry  sites  or  procured  by  splitting  boulders  nearer  by 
were  chiefly  used.  The  local  stratified  argilhtes  of  the  region 
north  of  the  old  settlement  appear  to  have  continued  in  use  from 
time  to  time  in  the  succeeding  decades.  The  local  “slates’^  are 
distinguished  by  their  stratified  structure  parallel  to  the  face  of 
the  tombstone,  by  their  lack  of  slaty-cleavage,  by  the  black 
color  of  certain  layers,  and  usually  by  their  plain  inscriptions 
without  ornamental  borders. 

The  small  fossiliferous  hmestone  slabs,  short  and  stout, 
appear  to  belong  to  this  early  period.  Such  rock  was  remote 
from  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony  at  that  period  — no  similar 
rock  is  known  nearer  than  Vermont  and  west  of  the  Alleghenies. 
They  are  further  known  by  the  fossil  brachiopod  shells  which 
have  partly  weathered  out  on  the  backs  of  the  slabs  as  having 
been  probably  brought  from  England.  Prof.  Percy  E.  Raymond 
of  the  Museum  of  Comparative  Zoology,  who  examined  the 
poorly  exposed  shells  at  my  request,  is  of  the  opinion  that 
the  rock  was  taken  from  the  ^^Mountain-limestone’^  of  Lower 
Carboniferous  age  in  the  British  Islands.  The  lettering  is  cut 
with  more  boldness  and  skill  than  that  displayed  on  the 
Thomas  Bridge  stone,  but  the  face  is  plain.  The  top  of  the  stone 
is  cut  in  three  rounded  cusps,  of  which  the  middle  one  is  higher 
and  broader  than  the  side  pieces. 

In  the  .Old  Cambridge  burying  ground  King  Philip’s  War 
may  be  said  to  have  ended  the  days  of  the  plain  gravestone  so 
much  in  keeping  with  the  simple  habits  and  tastes  of  the  first 
settlers.  The  successful  repulse  of  the  savages,  the  assurance 
given  to  the  settlers  of  their  ability  to  build  for  the  future, 
and  the  determination  to  carry  on,  with  which  the  outcome  of 
the  war  inspired  them,  are  marked  by  the  introduction  of  orna- 
mented gravestones  of  larger  dimensions  on  the  whole  and  cer- 
tainly of  greater  expense.  These  stones,  if  not  imported  from 
England,  bear  car\^ed  designs  closely  copied  from  old  country 
patterns.  Many  of  the  stones  are  quite  a yard  tall,  often  about 
five  inches  thick,  and  proportionately  broader  than  the  earliest 
stones.  The  death’s  head  with  harpy  wings  and  side  ornaments 
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appears,  and  the  lettering  is  deeply,  freely,  and  gracefuUy  cut. 
As  an  example,  we  take  the  gravestones  of  Joseph  Pierpont  who 
died  in  1686  or  that  of  James  Jubert  who  died  in  1693.  These 
stones  do  not  display  the  bands  of  color  due  to  the  high  angle 
at  which  slaty  cleavage  often  intersects  the  thin  colored  layers 
of  the  original  stratified  rock,  but  resemble  some  local  varieties 
of  the  argillites  of  Somerville  free  from  slaty  cleavage.  Yet  the 
freedom  from  the  joints  which  intersect  that  rock  rendering  it 
almost  impossible  to  obtain  broad  and  long  slabs,  makes  it 
doubtful  if  these  stones  came  from  local  quarries  and  I am 
inclined  to  regard  them  as  of  foreign  origin,  despite  the  fact  that 
the  rock  is  not  so  fine  grained  or  compact  as  the  typical  Welsh 
slates  used  for  tombstones.  If  the  sculpture  is  to  be  taken  as  a 
clew  to  foreign  origin,  one  would  accept  the  gravestone  of  Wil- 
liam Dickson  who  died  in  August,  1692,  an  illustration  of  which 
is  to  be  seen  in  a page  plate  of  the  Historic  Guide  to  Cambridge 
issued  in  1907  by  the  D.  A.  R.,  as  brought  fully  carved  from 
the  British  Islands. 

The  Edward  Winship  gravestone  (he  died  in  1690)  resembles 
lithologically  those  above  described  as  erected  around  that 
period,  in  that  the  thin  layers  of  stratification  lie  parallel  to  the 
broad  face  of  the  slab  which  is  about  five  inches  thick.  The  rock 
resembles  many  layers  in  local  quarry  walls;  but  there  is  a 
tendency  of  very  thin  laminae  to  peel  away  or  open  in  thin 
sheets  which  is  almost  unknown  hereabouts.  The  same  feature 
is  observable  in  early  gravestones  standing  in  King’s  Chapel 
burial  ground.  The  slaty  cleavage  must  lie  here  parallel  to  the 
original  bedding,  which  relation  is  rarely  the  case  about  Boston. 
I am  inclined  to  regard  such  stones  as  of  foreign  origin. 

Passing  on  to  the  stones  of  the  eighteenth  century,  we  find  a 
plentiful  sprinkling  of  gravestones  of  light  colored  slates  crossed 
by  whiter  bands,  often  of  a distinctly  sandy  texture,  such  as 
«,the  gravestone  of  Hubert  Russell  who  died  in  1726,  or  that  of 
Mrs.  Sarah  Gardner  who  died  in  1743.  These  stones  resemble 
the  rocks  in  some  of  the  exposures  near  Squantum  and  are  in 
sharp  contrast  with  the  blue,  blue  green,  and  reddish  slates  com- 
monly associated  with  importations  from  Wales.  The  sculptur- 
ing is  of  the  finished  style,  but  lacks  the  quaint  old  stonecutters’ 
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work  so  well  shown  by  the  Dickson  gravestone.  For  aught  I 
can  tell,  the  rock  may  be  native. 

The  gravestones  of  the  two  Jonathan  Wyeths,  one  of  w’hom 
died  in  1743  and  the  other  in  1767,  may  well  be  of  local  origin. 
That  of  round  1743  exhibits  whitish  bands  transverse  to  slaty 
cleavage  faces  suggestive  of  the  south  shore  of  Boston  Harbor, 
while  that  round  1767  looks  like  laminated  Cambridge  slate. 
The  resemblance  to  the  argillites  of  Somerville  is  very  close  in 
the  tombstone  of  Airs.  Hannah  Frothingham  who  died  in  1806. 

The  gravestone  of  Captain  Edward  Marret  who  died  1780, 
represents  a type  of  stone  of  wdiich  a few  examples  stand  in  the 
Cambridge  burial  yard.  The  rock  is  decidedly  schistose  rather 
than  slaty,  displays  greenish,  mineralized  gliding  planes,  and 
strongly  resembles  the  metamorphosed  sediments  and  fine 
grained  basic  rocks  west  of  the  Boston  district.  It  is  probable 
that  the  Revolution  cut  off  the  supply  of  British  slate  and  led  to 
the  more  extensive  use  of  local  stone ; and  these  greenish  stones 
with  rough,  irregular  backs  comport  with  the  times  in  which 
they  were  hewm  out  and  lettered. 

It  wdll  not  be  necessary  to  follow  this  account  of  later  grave- 
stones into  their  classification  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  vari- 
ous native  stones  introduced  in  the  nineteenth  century.  But  a 
word  must  be  said  regarding  the  red  sandstone  tablets  and 
particularly  the  Vassall  tomb,  before  summarizing  these  notes. 

The  red  sandstones  in  the  Vassall  and  other  tombs  about  Bos- 
ton are  without  doubt  derived  from  the  old  quarries  on  the 
bank  of  the  Connecticut  river  at  Portland.  Quarrying  was 
begun  there  prior  to  1665,  and  the  steps  of  the  Old  Province 
House  in  Boston  were  made  of  this  stone  in  the  first  quarter  of 
the  eighteenth  century.  The  Connecticut  river  is  navigable 
for  small  sail  boats  above  Portland,  and  the  blocks  of  this  rock 
were  readily  transported  to  Boston  by  sea. 

It  has  been  pointed  out  that  the  old  bur}dng  ground  exhibits 
the  early  use  of  local  dike  rocks  and  the  so-called  slate  of  Somer- 
ville prior  to  King  Philip’s  War.  The  use  of  larger  and  highly 
carved  stones  generally  not  definitely  comparable  in  all  respects 
with  local  slates,  begins  before  the  recorded  opening  of  slate 
quarries.  The  class  described  by  Professor  Shaler  as  coming 
from  the  old  slate  quarry  in  North  Quincy,  and  red  sandstone  of 
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New  England  derivation,  appear  around  1724  and  later.  Where 
did  the  foreign-looking  slabs  and  slate  come  from? 

The  bibliographic  references  cited  earlier  in  this  paper  refer  red 
and  green  banded  slates  of  the  colonial  days  to  Wales,  and  one 
writer  expresses  the  belief  that  all  the  ornate  ancient  grave- 
stones came  from  that  country.  The  writer  is  not  able  now  to 
say  that  he  has  identified  with,  certainty  Welsh  slate  in  the  Old 
Cambridge  bur3ung  ground.  The  reddish  and  greenish  Welsh 
slates  ordinarily  exhibit  bands  of  texture  or  color  due  to  the 
original  stratification  intersecting  the  planes  of  slaty  cleavage  at 
angles  varying  from  25  to  35  degrees,  it  being  a sa>dng  in  North 
Wales  that  rock  showing  an  angle  of  intersection  below  20 
degrees  in  that  region  is  less  resistant  and  not  suitable,  there- 
fore, for  tombstones.  There  are  many  dark,  striped  stones 
which  may  well  have  come  from  Wales. 

A characteristic  group  of  gravestones  in  Cambridge  and  in  the 
old  burial  grounds  on  Tremont  Street  in  Boston  are  frequently 
thicker  than  might  be  expected,  about  five  inches  thick,  nearly 
double  the  thickness  of  the  most  common  banded  slates;  they 
exhibit  no  definite  cleavage  distinct  from  the  often  thin  lami- 
nated structure  parallel  to  their  anterior  and  posterior  broad 
flat  faces.  Some  of  these  thin  laminae,  especially  on  the  back, 
have  started  to  split  off.  Certain  of  the  laminae  are  whitish  and 
rather  sandy.  The  color  of  the  body  of  the  rock  on  the  weathered 
surface  is  usually  dark,  dark-bluish,  and  grejdsh  in  streaks,  recall- 
ing some  varieties  of  local  rocks.  But  there  is  a strange  look 
about  the  rock,  and  the  stone  exhibits  the  old-world  carved 
fronts  which  traditions  speak  of  as  evidence  of  the  derivation  of 
most  of  the  old  gravestones  from  abroad.  The  tradition  which 
I have  heard  in  Cambridge  refers  the  stones  to  England  and  not 
to  Wales.  The  stones  here  referred  to  in  my  opinion  did  not 
come  from  Wales. 

Proof  is  wanting  in  the  hands  of  the  writer  to  show  that  the 
thick  slabs  above  described  came  from  the  old  Elizabethan  slate 
quarry  of  Delabole  near  Tintagel  Head,  the  alleged  birthplace 
of  King  Arthur,  but  there  are  many  details  in  the  accounts  of 
this  ancient  quarry  which  favor  the  inference  that  stones  from 
Cornwall  reached  New  England.  Richard  John  King,  author  of 
the  article  on  Cornwall  in  the  ninth  edition  of  the  Encyclopedia 
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Britannica,  states  that  the  slates  of  Delabole  were  of  great 
repute  in  the  sixteenth  century. 

Richard  Carew  in  his  Survey  of  Cornwall^  originally  pub- 
lished in  1602  and  available  in  an  edition  printed  at  London  in 
1769,  states  (at  page  6):  “For  covering  of  Houses  there  are 
three  sorts  of  Slate,  which  from  that  use  take  the  name  of 
Healingstones.  The  first  and  best  Blew;  the  second,  Sageleafe 
coloured,  the  third  and  meanest  Gray.  The  Blew,  and  so  the 
rest,  are  commonly  found  under  the  walling-slate,  when  the 
depth  hath  brought  the  workmen  to  the  water.  This  Slate  is  in 
substance  thinne,  in  colour  faire,  in  waight  light,  in  lasting 
strong,  and  generally  carrieth  so  good  regard,  as  (besides  the 
supphe  for  home  pro\fision)  great  store  is  yeerely  conveied  by 
shipping  both  to  the  other  parts  of  the  Realme,  and  also  beyond 
the  Seas,  into  Britaine  and  Netherland.^^ 

"William  Borlase,  in  The  Natural  History  of  Cornivall 
[Oxford,  1758,  pp.  82-94],  mentions  quarries  of  slate  on  the 
south  coast  of  Cornwall  between  Lickerd  and  Tamar  from  which 
slate  was  in  his  time  shipped  off  at  Tidiford  and  Morlham.  The 
rock  was  transported  on  the  Tamar  to  supply  Pljmiouth  and  its 
neighborhood  and  was  thence  exported  “in  pretty  large  quanti- 
ties.’^ He  speaks  of  the  slates  at  Tintagel  as  the  best  “covering 
slat”  in  Cornwall;  states  that  the  opening  was  three  hundred 
yards  long,  one  hundred  yards  wide,  and  forty  fathoms  deep  in 
the  Denyball  quarry.  The  “bottomstone”  is  described  as  of 
grey  blue  color.  What  are  called  the  “shivers”  are  irregular 
slabs  two  feet  long  and  one  foot  wide  downwards  to  one  foot 
square,  w'hich  were  sometimes,  though  seldom,  he  states,  divided 
into  such  large  flakes  as  to  make  tables  and  tombstones. 

Sir  Henry  T.  De  la  Beche  in  his  Report  on  the  Geology  of 
Cornwall,  Devon,  and  West  Somerset  [London,  1839,  page 
504]  describes  the  flagstones  of  the  Denyball  quarry,  repeating 
^^the  statement  that  it  has  long  produced  some  of  the  best  roofing 
slates  in  Britain.  The  flagstone  or  slabs,  according  to  him  too 
thick  to  be  worked  for  roofing  slates,  are  said  to  be  exceedingly 
durable,  not  only  when  exposed  to  atmospheric  influences  vdth 
inscriptions  such  as  those  on  tombstones,  but  for  pavement, 
etc. 

Cyrus  Redding  in  his  Illustrated  Itinerary  of  the  County  of 
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Cornwall  [London,  1842]  repeats  the  general  statement  regard- 
ing the  dimensions  of  the  quarry  of  Delabole  or  Dennyball,  and 
describes  the  small  haven  of  Portyssik,  locally  known  as  Port 
Isaack,  from  which  the  slates  are  chiefly  shipped  in  small  boats. 
This  port  is  about  four  miles  from  the  quarry,  it  should  be 
stated. 

S.  P.  Patterson,  in  an  article  on  the  ‘^Geology  of  the  Tintagel 
District’’  {Trans.  Royal  Geological  Society  of  Cornwall,  vol.  7, 
1865,  page  9),  states  that  ‘4n  the  great  quarry  at  Delabole  the 
cleavage  plane  is  nearly  if  not  quite  coincident  with  the  bedding. 
The  workmen  say  that  it  is  quite  coincident.”  Patterson  noted 
an  angle  of  intersection  round  five  degrees  between  the  cleavage 
and  the  bedding,  and  remarked  that  this  low  angle  was  not 
accompanied  by  an  inferior  kind  of  slate  as  claimed  by  the 
Welsh  slaters  in  their  country.  Patterson  reported  that  among 
other  places  the  slate  was  then  exported  to  the  West  Indies  and 
to  America. 

Patterson’s  account  of  the  cleavage  of  the  Tintagel  slates 
would  apply  to  the  rocks  in  the  old  blue  grey  tombstones  of  our 
local  cemeteries.  The  slates  of  the  Tintagel  district,  long  in 
debate  as  to  their  age,  have  been  referred  to  the  Devonian, 
amidst  a group  of  sediments  which  lithologically  are  similar  to 
the  late  palaeozoic  mountain-built  sandstones  and  slates  of  this 
part  of  New  England.  So  far  as  the  evidence  at  hand  goes,  the 
flagging  slates  of  Cornwall  seem  more  likely  to  be  represented 
in  our  cemeteries  by  the  old  carved  blue,  often  thin  laminated, 
apparently  cleavage-free  slates  than  by  an  undescribed  rock 
of  this  character  shipped  from  the  red  and  green,  often  striped 
slates  of  North  Wales  whose  striking  characters  were  found 
exemphfied  by  Professor  Wolff  in  Boston.  This  suggested 
derivation  of  the  dominant  type  of  old  death’s  head  tombstone 
in  the  Cambridge  burial  ground  calls  for  research  outside  the 
literature  and  the  laboratory  of  the  geologist,  in  the  diaries  and 
shipping  bills  of  the  ancient  importers  of  Boston  and  in  the 
records  of  the  exporters  of  the  harbors  of  the  south  of  England 
whence  most  of  our  early  settlers  sailed  for  America,  and  to 
which  ports  they  sent  for  richly  wrought  articles  not  in  their 
own  skill  to  produce.  As  late  as  about  1887,  one  hundred  twenty 
tons  of  slate  were  raised  daily  in  the  old  quarry  at  Delabole,  so 
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that  we  have  reason  to  believe  there  was  no  lack  of  slate  in 
Cornwall  during  the  period  of  exportation  of  tombstones  of  the 
seventeenth  century  to  New  England,  required  to  give  a basis 
for  the  tradition  that  many  of  our  old  death’s  head  gravestones 
came  from  England. 
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SUSANNA  WILLARD 

Read  October  30,  1923 

The  Cambridge  Historical  Society  has  met  with  a great  loss 
in  the  death  of  Miss  Willard,  who  was  the  real  founder  of  this 
Society.  She  felt  the  need  of  it  in  a city  so  full  of  historical 
material  as  this,  and  with  her  that  meant  trying  to  get  it.  She 
came  to  me  early  in  June,  1905,  and  asked  me  if  I would  go  with 
her  to  Mr.  H.  H.  Edes  and  induce  him  to  start  the  Society.  Mr. 
Edes  saw  the  opportunity  and  entered  readily  into  the  work, 
asking  many  prominent  men  and  women  to  assist.  These 
became  the  charter  members  when  the  Society  was  formed  on 
the  seventeenth  of  the  month.  It  was  fitting  that  jMiss  Willard 
should  be  the  moving  spirit  of  our  Society  as  her  earliest 
American  ancestor.  Major  Simon  Willard,  was  one  of  the  first 
settlers  of  Cambridge,  having  a grant  of  land  here  in  August, 
1634. 

Susanna  Willard,  who  was  born  in  Pinckney  Street,  Boston, 
March  24,  1845,  was  the  sixth  child  of  Joseph  and  Susanna 
Hickling  (Lewis)  Willard,  and  was  in  the  seventh  generation 
from  Major  Simon.  Her  father  published  in  1858  The  Life  and 
Times  of  Simon  Willard  and  also  wrote  The  Life  of  General 
Henry  Knox  and  the  first  History  of  Lancaster;  so  she  inherited 
from  him  her  interest  in  her  ancestors  and  in  the  early  history 
of  this  country.  For  the  last  twenty  years  of  her  life  she  was  a 
genealogist,  a successful  searcher  of  records  and  student  of  local 
history.  She  was  largely  responsible  for  the  republication  of  her 
father’s  book  on  iMajor  Simon,  and  for  The  Willard  Genealogy, 
a volume  which  brings  the  history  of  the  family  down  to  1915. 
The  family  is  a large  one.  Major  Simon  came  to  this  country 
with  his  first  wife,  iMary;  married  secondly,  Elizabeth,  sister  of 
Henry  Dunster,  first  president  of  Harvard  College;  and  took 
for  his  third  wife  her  cousin,  Mary  Dunster.  He  had  seventeen 
children;  and  his  son.  Rev.  Samuel  W^illard,  president  of  Har- 
vard, had  twenty  children. 
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Miss  Willard  was  descended  from  the  most  celebrated  branch 
of  this  numerous  family.  Her  father  was  the  thirteenth  and 
youngest  child  of  Rev.  Joseph  Willard,  president  of  Harvard 
from  1781  till  1804.  His  eldest  sister,  Sophia,  was  the  wife  of 
Francis  Dana,  son  of  Chief  Justice  Francis  Dana  of  Cambridge. 
President  Joseph  Willard  was  the  son  of  Rev.  Samuel  Willard 
of  Biddeford,  T^Iaine,  who  was  grandson  of  President  Samuel 
Willard  of  Harvard,  the  sturdy  opposer  of  the  witchcraft  delu- 
sion, for  which  stand  he  was  persecuted  relentlessly. 

Miss  Willard  was  worthy  of  her  distinguished  ancestry.  She 
was  a fine  example  of  the  cultured  Boston  woman.  Owing  to  the 
effects  of  scarlet  fever,  she  was  lame  in  one  knee  from  her  tenth 
year.  For  this  reason  she  could  not  attend  school  regularly  and 
so  her  education  was  undertaken  by  her  sister,  Theodora, 
twelve  years  her  senior,  who  never  married.  She  was  just  com- 
ing into  womanhood  when  the  Civil  War,  which  touched  her  so 
closely,  broke  out. 

Her  eldest  brother,  Sidney,  distinguished  himself  in  athletics 
at  Harvard,  and  was  in  the  winning  boat  in  the  first  intercol- 
legiate race.  After  graduating  in  1858,  he  studied  law.  In  the 
first  year  of  the  War  he  was  drillmaster  of  the  Home  Guard; 
and  when  the  35th  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Infantry  w’as 
organized,  he  was  made  a Captain.  He  married  Sarah  Ripley 
Fiske,  of  Weston,  and  left  immediately  for  the  front.  He  never 
returned  home;  commanding  the  regiment  in  the  terrible  con- 
flict at  Fredericksburg  on  December  13,  1862,  he  fell,  leading  a 
brave  charge.  His  widow  married  Rev.  Chandler  Robbins. 

The  second  brother,  Joseph,  graduated  at  Harvard  in  1855,  a 
classmate  of  Rev.  Phillips  Brooks,  Z\Iajor  Henry  Lee  Higginson, 
Frank  B.  Sanborn,  and  other  distinguished  men.  He  was  a 
lawyer  of  note,  and  died  unmarried  in  1908.  Her  third  brother, 
Robert,  graduated  in  1860,  studied  medicine,  and  was  assistant 
surgeon  in  the  United  States  Navy  during  the  War,  and  physi- 
cian in  Boston  afterw^ards  until  his  death  in  1892.  In  1868  he 
married  Caroline  Cross  Williamson  of  Belfast,  Maine,  who  was 
the  intimate  friend  and  companion  of  Miss  Susanna  Willard  for 
sixty-seven  years.  United  in  a happy  life  from  schooldays  they 
died  only  three  w^eeks  apart  in  the  house  in  Berkeley  Place, 
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Cambridge,  where  they  had  lived  together  for  the  last  twenty 
years. 

Miss  Willard's  keen  sense  of  humor  carried  her  through 
many  trials  and  years  of  ill  health  and  suffering.  She  never 
went  anywhere  without  meeting  odd  persons  or  ha\dng  some 
amusing  experience,  which  it  was  a treat  to  hear  her  relate.  In 
person  she  was  above  the  average  height  and  gave  the  impres- 
sion of  majesty.  Her  face  w^as  oval,  brow  high,  eyes  far  apart, 
betrajung  her  artistic  temperament.  Her  sense  of  justice  was 
very  strong.  YTien  aroused  it  manifested  itself  in  a sternness 
which  her  friends  seldom  saw  and  hardly  recognized  as  being 
characteristic  of  her,  for  her  usual  manner  was  fascinating, 
courteous,  and  kind.  Her  smile  was  sweet,  and  her  interest  in 
others  and  her  sympathy  wdth  them  unbounded. 

Miss  Willard  w^as  intensely  musical,  with  a wmnderful  gift  of 
memory  for  music.  'VMien  young  she  intended  to  make  music 
her  profession,  but  ill  health  prevented  her  from  carrying  this 
out.  She  studied  piano  with  Perabo  and  went  to  Leipzig,  where 
she  was  a pupil  in  the  Conservatory  of  jMusic  for  two  years. 
♦This  was  her  second  visit  to  Europe.  She  w^ent  a third  time 
shortly  before  the  World  War. 

Miss  Willard  w^as  a member  of  the  New’  England  ffistoric- 
Genealogical  Society  and  of  the  ^vlayflower  Society,  w’as  on  the 
Board  of  Management  and  the  Ehgibility  Committee  of  the 
Massachusetts  Colonial  Dames,  and  did  much  genealogical 
work  for  this  Society.  She  w^as  a Unitarian  and  attended  the 
First  Parish  Church  w’hile  she  lived  in  Cambridge.  She  never 
heard  a story  of  need  or  suffering  without  thinking  what  she 
could  do  to  alleviate  it,  and  if  it  were  beyond  the  pow’er  of  her 
limited  means  she  left  no  stone  unturned  until  she  obtained  the 
help  of  those  who  had  w^herewith  to  give.  Alany  a poor  work- 
woman, many  an  overburdened  mother,  calls  dowm  blessings  on 
Jier  head.  AU  w’as  done  so  unobtrusively  that  only  those  w’ho 
helped  her  knew  of  her  good  deeds. 

The  following  poem  and  its  introduction  were  written  to  her 
memory  by  a member  of  the  Cambridge  Bee,  to  w’hich  iMiss 
Willard  had  of  late  years  also  belonged.  This  society  was 
formed  in  1861  of  young  Cambridge  girls  to  sew  for  the  soldiers 
during  the  Civil  War,  and  has  continued  to  the  present  day: 
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Sus.^^A  Willard 

Worthy  of  the  worthiest  of  her  illustrious  ancestors  w’ho  dwelt  in 
stately  houses,  she  cherished  the  virtues  of  kindliness,  thoughtfulness, 
and  justice.  Those  who  have  known  her  long,  weep;  those  who  have 
known  her  only  a short  time,  weep.  For  in  her  heart  she  carried  so 
much  s^unpathy  for  others  that  one  must  weep.  She  loved  life  because 
in  living  she  could  help  the  suffering.  Like  bright  sunshine  she  shed 
cheer  around  her.  While  dehghting  in  her  humor  and  \dvacity,  we  did 
not  forget  her  wisdom  and  moral  excellence.  Always  vdll  she  dwell  in 
our  memories.  When  we  meet  together  she  will  be  there. 

Resembling  the  wise  ones  from  whom  she  sprung. 

She  held  her  own  through  hours  of  joy  or  pain; 
Undimmed  her  light  if  trouble  came : in  vain 
Misfortune’s  mask  its  mantle  o’er  her  flung; 

Sweetness  and  gentleness  around  her  clung 
Added  to  seeming  sterimess,  while  forsooth 
For  others  labored  she,  not  her  own  gain. 

And  the  world’s  sorrows  deeply  her  heart  wrung. 

The  gifts  which  Nature  showered  on  her  at  birth, 

Made  mind  as  clear  as  crj^stal  in  its  truth; 

Made  heart  so  tender  in  her  hours  of  mirth, 

That  often  kindness  mingling  vith  her  ruth 
O’ershadowed  her  great  wisdom  and  her  worth, 

And  gave  her  ways  the  rosy  tinge  of  youth. 

Committee 

Miss  Elizabeth  Ellery  Dana  1 For  the  Committee 
Mrs.  S.  M.  de  Gozzaldi  j Mary  I.  Gozzaldi 
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GALLOWS  HILL, 

THE  ANCIENT  PLACE  OF  EXECUTION 

By  Thomas  Francis  O'jMalley 
Read  October  30,  1923 

Almost  from  her  beginning  Cambridge  ranked  as  a shire 
town.  As  early  as  March  3,  1635,  she  was  designated  as  one  of 
the  four  towns  in  the  Bay  Colony  where  courts  should  be  held, 
Ipswich,  Salem,  and  Boston  being  the  others.  At  a meeting  of 
the  General  Court  at  Boston  May  10,  1643,  it  was  ordered 
‘Hhat  the  whole  plantation  \\dthin  the  jurisdiction  be  divided 
into  four  shires,^’  one  of  which  was  Middlesex,  comprising  the 
towns  of  Cambridge,  Charlestown,  Watertown,  Sudbury,  Con- 
cord, Woburn,  Medford,  and  Linn  \dllage,  now  Reading.  Cam- 
bridge as  a shire  town  had  the  first  court  house  and  quite  neces- 
sarily acquired  a place  of  execution  as  well  as  a house  of  cor- 
rection. 

The  place  of  execution  here  as  elsewhere  was  located  upon  the 
common  land  and  a bit  removed  from  the  more  thickly  settled 
part  of  the  community.  In  our  early  days  the  common  lands 
were  quite  extensive,  that  is  before  the  days  of  the  scarcity  of 
land,  and  reached  northerly  from  the  present  Harvard  Square. 
The  land  between  the  Charlestovm  road,  now  Kirkland  street, 
and  the  Somerville  line,  easterly  of  ^Massachusetts  avenue,  up  as 
far  as  Porter  Square,  was  known  as  Pine  Swamp  field;  that 
situated  on  the  westerly  side  of  the  avenue  and  bounded  by  the 
present  Garden  and  Linnaean  streets,  was  known  as  the  cow 
common  and  remained  such  until  1725,  when  the  part  north  of 
Waterhouse  street  was  cut  up  into  lots  and  parcelled  out 
amongst  the  proprietors.  It  was  up  off  the  outer  edge  of  the 
cow  common  on  the  easterly  slope  of  the  elevation  known  as 
Jones  hill  that  the  place  of  execution  was  located.  It  was  about 
an  acre  in  extent  and  was  reached  by  a bridle  path  or  cart  way 
from  the  Great  County  road;  a portion  of  this  path  still  remains 
and  is  known  as  Stone  Court. 
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Wlien  or  how  this  location  was  first  set  apart  as  a place  of  [ ■ 

execution,  does  not  appear  from  either  the  town  or  proprietors^  ' ; 

records.  The  first  mention  of  it  by  the  name  of  Gallows  Lot  \ ; 

occurs  in  the  record  of  a proprietors’  meeting  held  at  the  Anchor  J 

tavern,  kept  by  Ebenezer  Bradish,  June  14,  1784,  when  it  was  i 


‘Woted  that  Deacons  Aaron  Hill  and  Joseph  Adams  with  John 
Foxcroft  Esq.  be  a committee  to  view  the  Gallows  Lot  (so 
called)  and  report  what  rent  Deacon  Gideon  Frost  shall  pay 
annually  therefor  for  eleven  years  back,  and  whether  it  will  be 
expedient  to  sell  it  and  if  so  for  what  sum.”  {Prop,  RecordSy 
p.  373.) 

“At  the  meeting  held  on  the  first  Monday  of  September, 
1784,  pursuant  to  adjournment  from  June  14  last,  the  committee 
reported  that  Deacon  Gideon  Frost  ought  to  pay  the  sum  of 
twentj"  shillings  per  annum  for  eleven  years  past,  to  be  com- 
puted from  June  1st,  1773,  and  the  treasurer  is  ordered  to  settle 
with  said  Frost  at  that  rate;  and  they  further  reported  that  it  is 
not  expedient  to  sell  said  Gallows  lot  at  present.”  {Prop. 
RecordSy  p.  373.)  Thereupon  it  was  voted  that  “William  Win- 
throp.  Esq.,  Eben  Stedman,  and  John  Foxcroft  be  a committee 
to  confer  with  Deacon  Gideon  Frost  or  others,  what  rent  may 
be  had  for  said  Gallows  Lot  and  to  let  for  the  most  they  could 
obtain.” 

The  Gallows  Lot  still  persisted  in  cropping  up  in  the  meetings 
of  the  proprietors,  for  we  find  that  in  the  meeting  held  on  the 
first  Tuesday  in  April,  1785,  “^Yilliam  Winthrop,  Esq.,  Deacon 
Aaron  Hill,  and  Joseph  Adams,  be  a committee  to  lease  the 
Gallows  Lot,  or  any  other  lands  belonging  to  the  proprietors 
upon  the  best  terms  they  can.”  This  is  the  last  entry  in  which 
the  Lot  is  mentioned  by  name. 

On  December  7,  1825,  the  proprietors  at  a meeting  in  the 
Anchor  tavern  voted  “that  the  standing  committee  be  author- 
ized and  empowered  to  sell  either  at  public  or  private  sale,  all 
or  any  part  of  the  common  lands  now  belonging  to  the  pro- 
prietors within  the  present  limits  of  town  of  Cambridge  and  to 
execute  conveyances  of  the  same.  . . .” 

Perhaps  the  one  reason  why  the  lease  or  sale  of  the  Gallows 
Lot  wns  so  persistently  linked  with  the  name  of  Deacon  Gideon 
Frost  was  because  he  owned  the  land  on  three  sides  of  it,  and 
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hence  it  was  of  little  use  to  anyone  else.  Deacon  Gideon  Frost 
died  in  1803  and  by  his  will  bequeathed  his  land  adjoining  the 
Gallows  Lot  to  his  son  William  and  his  daughter  Sarah,  Wil- 
liam later  secured  Sarah’s  interest.  On  April  24,  1826,  Aaron 
Hill,  Timothy  Lindall  Jennison,  and  John  Cook,  the  standing 
committee  of  the  proprietors,  in  consideration  of  $167  con- 
veyed the  lot  to  William  Frost,  describing  it  as  ‘Tand  in  said 
town  knovm  as  the  Gallows  Lot.  Easterly,  southerly,  and 
westerly  by  his  own  land,  northerly  and  northeasterly  by  a 
bridleway  leading  from  the  county  road  to  land  belonging  to 
Mary  Stone  and  Susanna  Jarvis,  containing  one  acre  more  or 
less.”  (See  deed.  Hill  et  al.  to  Frost;  Middlesex  South  District 
Deeds,  Book  271,  p.  217.) 

On  October  11,  1830,  William  Frost  conveyed  all  his  holdings 
on  the  northerly  corner  of  Linnaean  street  and  Massachusetts 
avenue  to  his  daughter,  Lucy  C.  Frost,  describing  it  thus: 
‘^Easterly  on  the  great  road  leading  to  Lexington,  southerly  on 
a lane  or  road  leading  to  the  Botanical  Garden,  westerly  on  land 
of  Martha  Austin  [the  Cooper- Austin  premises],  northerly  on 
land  of  Nathaniel  Jarvis  and  a bridle  way  to  the  road  first  above 
mentioned:  the  lot  commonly  called  the  Gallows  Lot  being 
included  in  the  premises.”  {Middlesex  South  District  Deeds, 
Book  304,  p.  342).  Lucy  Frost  conveyed  to  George  Meacham, 
and  later  by  mesne  conveyance  the  Gallows  Lot  came  into  and 
formed  a part  of  the  holdings  of  the  late  J.  C.  Wellington. 

It  is  perhaps  not  too  much  to  say  that  all  of  the  executions 
ordered  in  ]Middlesex  county  took  place  on  this  lot  until  1817, 
the  time  of  the  erection  of  the  jail  at  East  Cambridge.  It  has 
been  frequently  asserted  that  one  of  the  early  executions  here 
was  that  of  Goody  Kendall  of  Cambridge,  for  bewitching  to 
death  a child  of  Goodman  Genings  of  Watertown.  It  is  given 
a prominent  place  in  Paige’s  history  of  Cambridge,  in  the  form 
of  the  following  quotation  from  Rev.  John  Hale’s  Modest 
Enquiry  into  the  Nature  of  Witchcraft,  etc.,  pubhshed  in  1702: 

^‘Another  suffering  in  this  kind  was  a woman  of  Cambridge, 
against  whom  a principal  evidence  was  a Watertown  nurse, 
who  testified  that  the  said  Kendal  (so  was  the  accused  called) 
did  bewitch  to  death  a child  of  Goodman  Genings  of  Water- 
town;  for  the  said  Kendall  did  make  much  of  the  child,  and 
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then  the  child  was  well,  but  quickly  changed  its  color  and 
dyed  in  few  hours.  The  court  took  this  e\ddence  among  others, 
the  said  Genings  not  knowing  of  it.  But  after  Kendal  was 
executed  (who  also  denyed  her  guilt  to  the  death),  Mr.  Rich. 
Brown,  kno\\dng  better  things  of  Kendal,  asked  said  Genings 
if  they  suspected  her  to  bewitch  their  child;  they  answered,  No. 
But  they  judged  the  true  cause  of  the  child’s  death  to  be  thus; 
viz.j  the  nurse  had  the  night  before  carryed  out  the  child  and 
kept  it  abroad  in  the  cold  a long  time,  when  the  red  gum  was 
come  out  upon  it,  and  the  cold  had  struck  in  the  red  gum,  and 
this  they  judged  the  cause  of  the  child’s  death.  And  that  said 
Kendal  did  come  in  that  day  and  make  much  of  the  child,  but 
they  apprehended  no  wrong  to  come  to  the  child  by  her.  After 
this  the  said  nurse  was  put  into  prison  for  adultery,  and  there 
delivered  of  her  base  child;  and  Mr.  Bro^vm  went  to  her,  and 
told  her  it  was  just  with  God  to  leave  her  to  this  wickedness  as 
a punishment  for  murdering  Goody  Kendal  by  her  false  witness 
bearing.  But  the  nurse  dyed  in  prison,  and  so  the  matter  was 
not  further  inquired  into.”  {A  Modest  Inquiry y etc.,  pp.  18-19; 
Paige,  p.  355.) 

Paige  quotes  the  above  extract  without  any  comment  other 
than  that  he  could  not  identify  Goody  Kendall  and  that  the 
reference  to  Gening  was  probably  intended  for  Robert  Jennison, 
who  died  July  4,  1690,  or  to  his  son,  Samuel  Jennison,  who  died 
Oct.  15,  1701.  It  is  important  to  note  that  no  date  or  even  sug- 
gestion of  time  is  given  when  this  execution  occurred. 

The  sole  authority  for  the  Kendall  case  seems  to  be  Hale’s 
Modest  Inquiry.  No  such  case  is  to  be  found  in  the  early  court 
files,  nor  is  any  mention  of  it  made  by  Mather  or  Judge  Sewall. 
Moreover  there  seems  to  have  been  but  one  Kendall  in  Cam- 
bridge in  the  early  days,  John,  who  lived  on  the  south  side  of 
the  river  near  the  Watertown  mill.  He  married  Elizabeth,  the 
widow  of  Samuel  Holley,  before  September  8,  1646,  and  died 
prior  to  1661.  There  is  no  death  recorded  of  any  woman  named 
Kendall  in  Cambridge  prior  to  1800.  \^4iy  the  name  Jennison 
should  be  suggested  in  place  of  Genings  is  not  clear,  unless  Dr. 
Paige  was  unaware  of  the  existence  of  a Genings  at  that  period. 
The  Watertown  records  were  not  published  until  long  after  the 
appearance  of  Paige’s  Cambridge.  We  do  find  the  name  Genings 
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in  Watertown  but  no  death  of  a child  of  that  name  prior  to  1737. 

The  Modest  Enquiry  was  written  by  the  Rev.  John  Hale,  who 
was  the  minister  at  Beverly  before  and  during  the  period  of  the 
witchcraft  delusion.  At  first  he  was  something  of  a supporter  of 
the  witch  prosecution;  but  when  his  own  wife  was  accused,  he 
changed  his  opinions.  It  is  quite  probable  that  in  his  quest  for 
material  for  his  book  he  heard  some  local  witch-gossip  and 
magnified  the  story  and  finally  handed  it  to  posterity  in  the 
form  just  quoted.  There  is  no  contemporary  record  of  the  case, 
and  none  of  our  annalists  or  diarists  make  mention  of  it.  I am 
strongly  of  the  opinion  that  the  Kendall  case  never  existed  and 
that  it  may  be  added  to  our  fairly  long  list  of  New  England 
myths. 

The  most  famous  execution  was  that  of  two  negroes,  IMark 
and  PhiUis,  which  occurred  in  1755.  The  case  of  Mark  and 
PhilHs  is  the  only  case  of  petit  treason  known  in  Massachusetts 
history. 

Goodell^  says:  ^Ht  is  not  surprising  that  the  execution  of  a 
woman  by  burning,  so  lately  as  when  Shirley  was  governor,  a 
period  when  the  province  had  greatly  advanced  in  culture  and 
refinement,  should  seem  to  anyone  incredible. 

'^The  particulars  of  the  crime  for  which  these  malefactors, 
Mark  and  Phillis,  were  executed  are  briefly  as  follows : Captain 
John  Codman,  a thrifty  saddler,  sea  captain,  and  merchant  of 
Charlestown,  was  the  owner  of  several  slaves  whom  he  employed 
either  as  mechanics  or  common  laborers  or  house  servants. 
Three  of  the  most  trusted  of  these,  Mark,  Phillis,  and  Phebe, 
particularly  Mark,  found  the  rigid  discipline  of  their  master 
unendurable,  and  after  setting  fire  to  his  workshop  some  six 
years  before,  hoping  by  the  destruction  of  this  building  to  so 
embarrass  him  that  he  would  be  obliged  to  sell  them,  they  in  the 
year  1755  conspired  to  gain  their  end  by  poisoning  him  to  death. 

^ ‘Hn  this  conspiracy  some  five  or  six  negroes  belonging  to 
other  owners  were  more  or  less  directly  imphcated.  Mark,  the 
leader,  was  able  to  read,  and  signed  his  examination  hereafter 
referred  to  in  a bold,  legible  hand.  He  professed  to  have  read 
the  Bible  through,  in  order  to  find  if,  in  any  way,  his  master 
could  be  killed  without  inducing  guilt,  and  had  come  to  the 
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conclusion  that  according  to  scripture,  no  sin  would  be  com- 
mitted if  the  act  should  be  accomplished  without  bloodshed. 
It  seems,  moreover,  to  have  been  commonly  believed  by  the 
negroes  that  a ^Ir.  Salmon  had  been  poisoned  to  death  by  one 
of  his  slaves,  without  discovery  of  the  crime.  So  application 
was  made  by  iMark,  first  to  Kerr,  the  servant  of  Dr.  John  Gib- 
bons, and  then  to  Robin,  the  servant  of  Dr.  William  Clarke,  at 
the  north  end  of  Boston,  for  poison  from  their  masters’  apothe- 
cary stores,  which  was  to  be  administered  by  the  tw^o  women. 

‘‘Essex,  the  seiw^ant  of  Thomas  Powders,  had  also  furnished 
Mark  with  a quantity  of  ‘black  lead’  for  the  same  purpose.  This 
unquestionably  vras  not  the  harmless  plumbago  to  w^hich  the 
name  is  now  usually  given,  but  galena,  or  plumbum  nigrum,  a 
native  sulpheret  of  lead,  probably  used  for  a glaze  by  the  potters 
of  Charlestowm. 

“Kerr  declined  to  have  any  hand  in  the  business;  but  Robin 
twice  obtained  and  delivered  to  Mark  a quantity  of  arsenic,  of 
which  the  w^omen,  Phebe  and  Phillis,  made  a solution  wRich 
they  kept  secreted  in  a vial,  and  from  time  to  time  mixed  with 
the  water,  gruel,  and  sago  w^hich  they  sometimes  gave  directly 
to  their  victim  to  eat  and  at  other  times  prepared  to  be  inno- 
cently administered  to  him  by  one  of  his  daughters.  They  also 
mixed  with  his  food  some  of  the  ‘black  lead’  which  Phillis  seems 
to  have  thought  was  the  efficient  poison,  though  it  appeared 
from  the  testimony  that  he  wns  killed  by  the  arsenic. 

“The  crime  wns  promptly  traced  home  to  the  conspirators, 
and  on  the  second  day  of  July,  the  day  after  Captain  Codman’s 
death,  a coroner’s  jury  found  that  he  died  from  poison  felon- 
iously procured  and  administered  by  Mark.  Ten  days  later 
Quaco,  the  nominal  husband  of  Phebe,  and  one  of  the  negroes 
implicated,  wffio  wns  the  servant  of  Mr.  James  Dalton,  of  Bos- 
ton, wns  examined  before  William  Stoddard,  a justice  of  the 
peace,  and  on  the  same  day  Robin  wns  arrested  and  committed 
to  jail.  The  examination  of  Quaco  wns  followed  by  the  exami- 
nation of  Mark,  and  of  Phillis  later  in  the  month.  The  last 
were  taken  before  the  attorney  general  and  Mr.  Thaddeus 
Mason. 

“At  the  term  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Judicature,  Court  of 
Assize  and  General  Gaol  Delivery  held  at  Cambridge  on  the 
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second  Tuesday  of  August  following,  the  grand  jury  found  a 
true  bill  for  petit  treason  against  Phillis,  and  against  Mark  and 
Robin  as  accessories  before  the  fact. 

‘‘The  case  was  tried  at  the  same  term  at  which  the  parties 
were  indicted,  before  Stephen  Sewall,  chief  justice,  and  Ben- 
jamin Lynde,  John  Cushing,  and  Chambers  Russell,  associate 
justices,  all  fairly  read  in  the  law,  and  the  chief  justice,  eminent 
in  his  profession.  Mark  and  Phillis  were  con\dcted,  and  sentence 
of  death  was  pronounced  upon  them  in  strict  conformity  to  the 
common  law  of  England.  On  September  6 a warrant  for  their 
execution  was  issued  under  seal  of  the  court  commanding 
Richard  Foster,  sheriff  of  IMiddlesex,  to  perform  the  last  office 
of  the  law,  on  the  18th  of  the  same  month;  and  upon  this  war- 
rant the  sheriff  made  return  upon  the  day  of  the  execution. 
“Middlesex,  s.  s.  September  the  18th,  1755. 

I executed  this  warrant  as  above  directed  by  causing  Phillis^ 
to  be  burnt  to  death,  and  Mark  to  be  hanged  by  the  neck  until 
he  was  dead,  betw’een  the  hours  of  one  and  five  o'clock  of  said 
day. 

Rich’d  Foster,  Sheriff '' 

One  of  the  incidents  of  this  punishment  for  petit  treason, 
though  not  peculiar  to  it  since  it  applied  to  aU  atrocious  felonies, 
was  the  gibbeting  or  hanging  in  chains.  This  was  no  part  of  the 
sentence,  but  was  performed  in  accordance  with  a special  order 
or  direction  of  the  court,  given  probably  in  most  cases  verbally 
to  the  sheriff.  After  an  execution  the  body  of  the  felon  was 
taken  from  the  gallows  and  hung  upon  a gibbet  conveniently 
near  the  place  where  the  crime  was  committed,  there  to  remain 
until  from  the  action  of  the  elements  or  the  ravages  of  birds  of 
prey,  it  disappeared. 

In  the  case  of  Alark  it  is  noticeable  that  no  sentence  to  the 
gibbet  appears  in  the  record,  and  there  is  no  order  for  it,  nor 
mention  of  it  in  the  papers  on  file. 

Frothingham,  in  his  History  of  Charlestown,  p.  264,  adds: 
“The  place  where  iMark  was  suspended  in  irons  was  on  the 
northerly  side  of  the  Cambridge  road  about  one-fourth  of  a 
mile  above  our  peninsula."  This  is  a point  on  Washington 

* It  was  the  practice  to  strangle  the  convict  to  death  before  burning. 
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street,  Somerville,  near  the  Charlestown  hne.  The  body  of 
Mark  is  said  by  Dr.  Bartlett  {Account  of  Charlestown)  to  have 
remained  upon  the  gibbet  until  a short  time  before  the  Revolu- 
tion, and  Paul  Revere,  describing  his  famous  ride  on  the  18th  of 
April,  1775,  says,  ‘‘After  I had  passed  Charlestown  Neck,  and 
got  nearly  opposite  where  iMark  was  hung  in  chains,  I saw  two 
men  on  horseback  under  a tree,’^  thus  alluding  to  the  site  of  the 
gibbet  as  a place  well  knovm  at  the  time.  (Col.  Paul  Revere’s 
letter.  Mass.  Hist.  Soc.,  First  Series,  vol.  5,  p.  107.) 

Another  case  which  was  of  sufficient  interest  to  attract  public 
attention  was  that  of  Joseph  Lightly.  The  grave  and  reverend 
President  Holyoke  noted  in  his  diary  under  date  of  November 
21,  1764: 

“Joseph  Lightly,  executed  in  Cambridge  for  murdering 
Elizabeth  Post,  his  reputed  wife.  He  said  he  was  born  in  New- 
castle in  1763  but  refused  to  reveal  his  real  name.^’  {Holyoke 
Diaries,  p.  28.) 

The  record  of  this  case  shows  that  the  offense  was  committed 
in  W^altham  and  the  defendant  was  described  as  of  that  place. 

The  last  execution  on  the  Gallows  lot  was  in  1817.  It  was 
witnessed  by  John  Holmes,  then  five  years  old,  and  his  brother, 
Oliver  W'endell,  two  and  a half  years  his  senior.  They  received 
a vigorous  scolding  as  a result.  (See  Letters  of  John  Holmes, 
pp.  6 and  7.)  John  Holmes  died  in  1898. 

The  number  of  executions  that  took  place  on  the  hill  is 
unknown,  and  can  be  ascertained  only  by  a careful  examina- 
tion of  the  records  of  capital  cases  occurring  in  the  county  since 
its  beginning.  Undoubtedly  the  number  is  large,  as  capital 
offences  were  of  more  frequency  than  is  generally  supposed. 
Those  mentioned  here  were  picked  up  in  the  course  of  a general 
reading  of  local  history. 

Gallows  Hill  is  in  the  past.  Even  its  name  and  location  mean 
jQothing  to  most  people.  The  neighborhood  is  today  one  of  the 
finest  in  our  city.  Gallows  Hill  has  left  no  legends.  Nor  has  it 
left  any  ghosts;  at  least  none  have  haunted  the  locahty. 
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THE  RUGGLES-FAYERWEATHER  HOUSE 
By  Maey  Isabella  Gozzaldi 

Read  April  22,  1924 

As  the  Cambridge  Historical  Society  is  meeting  this  evening 
in  the  latest  built  of  the  group  of  Colonial  houses  of  which  we 
are  so  justly  proud,  it  seems  well  to  recall  the  builder  of  this 
house  and  its  subsequent  occupants.  Like  Craigie  House  and 
Elmwood  it  has  been  owned  by  only  three  families  until  bought 
by  the  present  owners. 

I am  glad  that  the  opportunity  has  come  to  me  to  speak  of 
this  house  that  I may  correct  a mistake  unfortunately  printed 
in  the  Historic  Guide  to  Cambridge j which  I edited  for  the 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  a mistake  due  to  my 
carelessness.  It  is  there  stated  that  Amos  Marrett  built  this 
house.  Land-poor  Marrett  could  never  have  erected  so  fine  a 
mansion.  He  owned  the  land,  which  he  sold  in  1764  to  Captain 
George  Ruggles  of  Boston,  the  builder  of  this  house. 

The  episode  of  the  Tory  occupation  of  Cambridge  — for  it 
is  only  an  episode  of  little  more  than  a decade  in  our  nearly 
three  hundred  years’  history  — may  become  more  vivid  to  you 
if  you  will  drive  vdth  me  in  my  chariot  out  of  Boston  in  the 
spring  of  1760.  We  will  have  to  come  over  the  Neck,  through 
Roxbury  and  Brighton,  and  over  the  Great  Bridge  (now  Larz 
Anderson  Bridge).  As  we  clatter  over  the  rough  causeway, 
our  eight-mile  drive  brings  us  within  sight  of  the  buildings  of 
Harvard  College. 

We  will  turn  to  the  right  and  visit  first  Ralph  Inman,  Esq., 
who  with  his  wife,  who  was  Susanna  Speakman,  and  his  three 
children  are  living  in  the  spacious  house  he  finished  building 
about  three  years  ago.  [The  City  Hall  now  stands  on  the  site.] 

From  there  we  turn  back  and  go  westw^ard  tow^ard  the  stately 
house  that  is  going  up  on  our  left,  betw^een  the  College  Yard  and 
the  river.  It  is  to  be  the  home  of  the  young  rector  of  Christ 
Church,  Rev.  East  Apthorp,  and  later  of  John  Borland  and  his 
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wife  who  was  Anna  Vassall,  all  staunch  Loyalists.  [This  house, 
still  standing,  has  stores  in  front  of  it  and  is  now  entered  from 
Linden  Street.] 

We  skirt  the  old  Burial  Ground,  glancing  at  the  altar  tomb 
of  Colonel  and  ^Irs.  John  Vassall,  on  which  we  know  are  incised 
the  vase  and  sun  (Vas,  Sol,  their  emblem).  We  turn  to  look  at 
the  great  forest  trees  lying  on  the  unfenced  Common,  from 
which  the  carpenters  are  hewing  the  tall  pillars  that  will  be 
placed  in  the  interior  of  the  unfinished  Christ  Church  on  our 
left,  the  place  of  worship  built  by  the  Loyalists  and  in  the  cr3rpt 
of  which  some  of  them  will  lie. 

Passing  on  to  the  old  Watertown  Road,  we  come  to  the  Vas- 
sall House  [94  Brattle  Street]  where  Colonel  Henry  Vassall  and 
his  wdfe,  who  was  Penelope  Royall,  of  Medford,  are  living  in 
some  style.  Now  we  catch  sight  of  the  first  of  the  new  houses  on 
what  is  to  be  called  Tory  Row,  that  built  by  Colonel  John 
Vassall,  the  younger.  He  was  born  in  the  Vassall  House,  where 
his  uncle  now  lives;  so  we  are  not  surprised  that  when  his 
mother^s  share  of  the  Phips  money  fell  to  him,  he  should  buy 
land  opposite  his  birthplace  and  build  this  grand  house  for  his 
bride  to  be,  Elizabeth  Oliver.  [This  is  now  called  the  Craigie 
House.] 

Farther  up  the  road  we  come  to  the  old  farmhouse  where 
Colonel  John  Vassall’s  aunt,  Rebecca  Phips,  who  has  married 
Judge  Joseph  Lee,  lives.  He  has  made  it  over  into  a suitable 
home  for  her.  There  are  no  buildings  on  the  left-hand  side  of 
the  road;  all  the  houses  on  Tory  Row  face  south  and  look  out 
over  green  meadows  onto  the  Charles  River  winding  through 
the  marshes. 

As  the  road  turns  suddenly  toward  the  river,  we  see  the  walls 
of  the  house  that  Lieutenant-governor  Thomas  Oliver  is  build- 
ing for  his  home.  He  has  recently  married  the  sister  of  young 
John  Vassall,  and  his  sister  is  John’s  fiancee.  Thomas  and 
Elizabeth  Oliver  are  children  of  Robert  Oliver,  of  Dorchester,  a 
wealthy  West  Indian  merchant,  and  grandchildren  of  James 
Brown,  whose  widow  married  Isaac  Royall,  the  father  of  Mrs. 
Henry  Vassall. 

We  have  now  seen  the  beginnings  of  Tory  Row;  to  the  houses 
already  mentioned  two  more  are  to  be  added.  One  is  on  the 
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comer  of  Sparks  Street,  next  to  Judge  Lee’s,  built  by  Richard 
Lechmere,  whose  wife  is  Mrs.  Lee’s  sister  and  aunt  to  young 
John  VassaU;  the  other  is  the  Ruggles  House  on  the  west  side 
of  Judge  Lee’s  estate.  The  Lechmere  House,  built  in  1762,  is 
still  standing,  but  not  on  its  original  site,  where  in  its  shady 
surroundings  it  was  the  prison  of  the  Baroness  Riedesel.  [It  now 
stands,  much  altered,  on  the  corner  of  Riedesel  Avenue.] 

In  May,  1764,  George  Ruggles  of  Boston,  w^ho  is  said  to  have 
lived  on  Seven  Stars  Lane,  part  of  the  present  Summer  Street, 
bought  a tract  of  land  of  Amos  Marrett  of  Cambridge.  The  lot 
on  w^hich  he  built  this  house  consisted  of  forty  acres,  bounded 
by  the  Watertowm  Road  on  the  south.  Judge  Lee’s  land  east. 
Fresh  Pond  north,  and  the  land  of  Samuel  Thatcher  west.  This 
plot  was  doubtless  laid  out  in  beautiful  gardens,  with  handsome 
trees  such  as  surrounded  all  these  colonial  houses. 

But  little  is  known  of  Captain  George  Ruggles.  It  has  been 
said  that  he  came  from  Barbados,  and  that  he  was  descended 
on  his  mother’s  side  from  a Yassall.  He  married  Susanna  Vas- 
sal, sister  of  Colonel  John  Vassal!  the  elder,  of  Colonel  Henry 
Vassal!,  and  of  William  VassaU,  who  at  one  time  Uved  on  Water- 
house  street;  and  also  of  Anna  Vassal!,  wife  of  John  Borland, 
who  bought  the  Ap thorp  House  just  about  the  time  the  Ruggles 
family  moved  to  Cambridge.  She  may  have  been  a distant 
cousin  of  her  husband.  They  had  a daughter,  Susanna,  who 
married  Ezekiel  Lewds  of  Boston  and  Uved  with  her  parents. 

We  see  what  a large  number  of  relatives  and  connections  by 
marriage  were  already  in  Cambridge  when  Captain  and  Mrs. 
Ruggles  came  to  their  house.  They  were  all  wealthy  West 
Indians,  and  many  held  offices  under  the  Crown,  to  which  they 
were  intensely  loyal.  They  led  a gay  life,  attended  by  slaves. 
When  they  gave  a rout  or  a picnic,  the  LoyaUsts  of  Boston  and 
surrounding  tovms  came  in  numbers. 

Can  you  not  picture  them  in  this  room,  the  ladies  with 
powdered  hair  built  up  into  a ^ffiead,”  dressed  in  splendid 
costumes  of  satin,  with  jewels  and  laces,  as  Copley  has  depicted 
them  for  us?  The  younger  guests  are  treading  the  stately 
measures  of  the  minuet  or  contredance.  Against  the  w^alls  sit 
the  elderly  ladies,  whispering  behind  their  fans  the  latest 
scandals  from  Jamaica  or  Antigua.  The  older  men,  also  in  satin 
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and  laces,  hands  on  swords,  are  in  excited  discussion  over 
debates  in  the  London  Parliament,  or  intrigues  at  the  Court  of 
George  III. 

The  gay  life  is  of  short  duration;  clouds  are  fast  gathering  on 
the  horizon.  In  September,  1774,  a mob  attacks  Elmwood,  the 
home  of  Mrs.  Ruggles’  niece  across  the  road.  The  Lechmeres 
have  already  gone,  and  the  other  relatives  in  the  great  houses 
are  getting  ready  to  depart.  No  more  routs  or  picnics!  Every- 
thing of  value  must  be ‘taken  to  Boston.  The  patriots,  as  they 
call  themselves,  are  becoming  too  insolent.  So  on  the  gloomy 
seventeenth  of  December,  1774,  George  and  Susanna  Ruggles 
sign  the  deed  gi\dng  this  house  and  land  for  the  insignificant 
sum  of  two  thousand  pounds  to  Captain  Thomas  Fayerv^eather. 
Captain  Ptuggles  went  to  England  and  died  at  Colchester  in 
1779.  Of  all  the  butterfly  company  of  Royalists,  none  remain 
when  spring  comes  except  the  widow  of  Henry  Vassall  and  her 
daughter,  who  soon  go,  and  Judge  Lee,  a Salem  man. 

The  new  owmers  of  the  house,  Captain  and  Mrs.  Fayer- 
weather,  w^ere  patriots.  He  was  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Hannah 
(Waldo)  Fayerw’eather  of  Boston,  grandson  of  Jonathan  Waldo, 
a rich  Boston  merchant  w^ho  w^as  Brigadier-General  at  the  tak- 
ing of  Louisburg.  She  w’as  Sarah,  daughter  of  Thomas  Hub- 
bard, w’ho  w’as  treasurer  of  Harvard  College  from  1752  till  the 
year  of  his  death,  1773. 

The  Fayerw^eathers  had  one  daughter,  Sarah,  w^ho  married 
John  Appleton.  Captain  Fayerw^eather  w^as  the  brother  of  Rev. 
Samuel  Fayerw*eather,  a Harvard  graduate,  rector  of  St.  PauFs 
Church,  Narrangansett  (Wickford),  Rhode  Island.  At  the 
beginning  of  the  Revolution  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  read  the  pray- 
ers for  the  King  and  royal  family,  wEich  offended  some  of  his 
congregation.  Later  he  became  active  in  the  patriots’  cause, 
which  offended  more;  so  he  gave  up  officiating  in  the  church, 
though  he  w^as  in  much  demand  for  funeral  sermons.  He  w^as 
rector  from  1760  and  came  every  year  to  the  conferences  of  the 
clergy  in  Boston,  preaching  in  the  churches  of  the  neighbor- 
hood, including  Christ  Church,  Cambridge. 

Mr.  Fayerweather’s  sister  was  Mrs.  Hannah  Winthrop,  wife 
of  the  learned  Professor  John  Winthrop,  of  Harv^ard,  friend  of 
Mercy  Warren  and  Abigail  Adams.  They  lived  opposite 
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Winthrop  Square  (corner  of  Boylston  and  Alount  Auburn 
streets)  in  a house  that  was  pulled  down  two  years  ago.  Here 
were  held  many  meetings  of  the  Committee  of  Safety.  Both 
Professor  Winthrop  and  his  wife  did  all  in  their  power  to  for- 
ward the  cause  of  the  patriots,  and  doubtless  the  Fayerweathers 
helped  them. 

■^^en  the  wounded  were  being  brought  to  Cambridge  after 
the  Battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  they  gave  up  hah  of  this  house  for  a 
hospital;  and  the  walls  that  had  echoed  to  the  laughter  of  the 
Royalists  now  resounded  to  the  groans  of  the  wounded  and 
dying  soldiers.  The  Fayerweathers  lived  here  all  through  the 
trying  days  of  the  Siege  of  Boston,  the  imprisonment  of  Bur- 
goyne’s  army,  and  the  famine  which  followed,  when  Cambridge 
had  to  beg  from  the  federal  government  salt,  flour,  firewood,  etc. 
They  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  the  triumph  of  their  cause  and 
peace.  In  all  they  hved  here  thirty  years.  Mrs.  Fayerweather 
died  April  21,  1804,  aged  75;  and  the  Captain,  the  following 
February,  aged  82. 

Their  only  child,  Sarah,  who  was  fourteen  years  old  when 
they  came  here,  married  John  Appleton  in  1807.  He  was 
Consul  in  France,  probably  at  Calais,  where  his  two  sons,  chil- 
dren of  his  first  viie,  a Frenchwoman,  were  born,  John  James 
in  1782,  Charles  John  in  1795.  He  was  fifty  years  old  when  he 
married  the  second  time;  he  had  no  issue  by  this  marriage. 
Before  the  marriage  took  place.  Miss  Fayerweather  deeded  a 
lot  of  land  between  the  old  house  and  the  Lee  House  to  Mr. 
Appleton,  where  he  built  the  house  they  afterwards  hved  in. 
The  first  year  of  their  marriage  they  lived  in  a hired  house.  He 
died  in  1829,  and  she  in  1839.  John  Appleton  was  grandson  of 
the  Rev.  Nathaniel  Appleton,  so  long  the  minister  of  the  First 
Church  in  Cambridge. 

The  Ruggles  House  became  the  property  of  John  Fayer- 
weather of  Westboro,  probably  the  nephew  of  Captain  Thomas; 
and  his  widow,  Sarah  Fayerweather,  sold  it  to  Wilham  Wells  on 
May  12,  1827,  for  87,700.  The  estate  then  consisted  of  forty- 
five  acres,  a three-story  house,  farm  house,  barn,  and  outhouses. 

Mr.  Wells  came  from  England  as  a boy,  mth  his  father,  who 
established  a publishing  house  in  Boston.  He  graduated  at 
Harvard  in  1796,  and  after  the  publishing  house  was  burned  he 
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bought  this  house  and  opened  a boys’  school.  Among  his 
scholars  were  James  Russell  Lowell,  Richard  H.  Dana,  William 
W.  Story,  and  Colonel  Thomas  Wentworth  Higginson.  The 
last  named  wrote  an  account  of  the  school.  The  daughter  of 
Mr.  Wells  married  the  Rev.  William  Newell,  minister  of  the 
First  Church  in  Cambridge  (Unitarian),  and  the  house  until 
recently  has  been  the  property  of  her  children. 
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SHADY  HILL 

Notes  of  the  Remarks  of  President  Eliot 
AT  Shady  Hill^ 

June  7,  1924 

My  grandfather  kept  a store  in  Dock  Square,  Boston,  what 
would  now  be  called  a department  store.  At  the  time  of  the 
Revolution  he  had  two  clerks,  one  a WTiig  and  the  other  a Tory, 
so  that  all  customers  could  be  waited  on.  He  wanted  all  his  sons 
to  be  ministers.  The  eldest  refused ; but  the  second  son,  Charles, 
consented  to  study  for  the  ministry,  but  died  in  the  second  year 
of  his  studies  at  the  Divinity  School.  Then  Samuel  Atkins 
Eliot,  my  father,  although  he  had  no  inclination  that  v/ay,  con- 
sented to  study  for  the  ministry  to  please  his  father.  After 
making  some  progress  in  his  studies,  he  too  felt  obliged  to  refuse. 

This  was  a great  disappointment  to  his  father,  who  decided 
to  give  him  an  entire  change  of  scene,  and  sent  him  to  Europe 
on  what  was  then  called  the  Grand  Tour.’^  He  traveled  in  the 
handsomest  way  with  a coach  of  his  ovm,  hirmg  horses  from 
stage  to  stage.  On  his  travels  he  had  good  opportunities  to 
notice  the  grand  estates  and  palaces  in  England,  Italy,  Russia, 
and  elsewhere,  so  that  he  returned  well  equipped  for  the  modern 
art  of  landscape  gardening. 

When  he  returned,  his  father  said  to  him,  ^^Your  sister 
Catharine  is  going  to  marry  a minister.  I have  bought  land 
near  the  Divinity  School  in  Cambridge  where  Professor  Andrews 
Norton  teaches,  but  the  house  there  is  not  fit  for  them.  I want 
you  to  make  it  suitable  and  lay  out  a garden,  planting  trees, 
etc.,  with  an  eye  for  its  appearance  twenty-five  years  hence.’^ 

The  house  was  then  entered  from  w^hat  was  called  the  ^‘back 
road^’  on  the  Somervdlle  side,  and  was  bleak  and  unpleasant. 
S.  A.  Eliot  planted  what  came  to  be  known  as  ^‘Norton^s 
Woods. Forty  years  ago  this  was  a very  beautiful  growth  of 
pines,  maples,  oaks,  elms,  wdth  some  tupelo  trees.  He  also 

*See  also  President  Eliot’s  Harvard  Memories,  pp.  91-95. 
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arranged  the  avenue  now  called  Irving  Street.  But  when  jMrs. 
Catharine  Norton  first  occupied  the  house,  she  could  sit  at  her 
chamber  window  and  see  any  one  coming  in  the  gate  at  Kirk- 
land Street,  so  bare  were  the  grounds.  This  shows  that  the 
present  owner  can  plant  trees  and  be  sure  of  having  what  will 
be  considered  ‘^ancient  woods”  in  twenty  years  or  so. 

My  father  afterguards  became  interested  in  all  public  planta- 
tions, commons,  etc.,  particularly  while  Mayor  of  Boston.  His 
grandson  turned  out  a landscape  architect  by  a distinct  line  of 
inheritance  which  unfortunately  skipped  me. 

I was  a city  boy.  It  was  not  then  the  fashion  to  go  away  for 
the  summer.  My  father  started  the  custom  of  doing  so  by  own- 
ing a cottage  at  Nahant  wKich  was  then  an  extremely  barren 
place,  chiefly  beautiful  on  account  of  the  water  which  sur- 
rounded it. 

Speaking  of  inheritance,  civilization  advances  by  inheritance. 
I sometimes  feel  terrors  about  the  future.  The  old  Harvard 
families  no  longer  appear  in  the  Quinquennial  after  five  or  six 
generations,  although  of  course  they  may  be  continuing  in  the 
maternal  line.  There  are  many  anxious  fears  about  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  New’  England  stock  or  the  Anglo-Saxon  stock. 

In  the  opposite  end  of  this  room  w*as  the  study  of  Professor 
Andrew’s  Norton.  He  w^as  a bold  man  among  scholars.  He 
translated  the  New  Testament  without  any  access  to  the  manu- 
script sources,  and  he  had  never  been  in  Europe. 

George  \Yilliam  Curtis  w’as  a great  friend  of  Charles  Eliot 
Norton.  He  had  lived  in  Egypt  and  w’rote  the  Howadji.  One 
evening  he  was  talking  wfith  Norton  about  this  book  while 
Norton’s  father  w’as  working  at  the  other  end  of  the  room.  After 
standing  it  as  long  as  he  could,  the  old  gentleman  said,  “Y^oung 
man,  your  conversation  is  as  weak  as  it  is  w’icked!”  This  is  a 
sample  of  many  intimate  interview’s  w’hich  this  room  has  seen. 

Charles  Eliot  Norton  took  a great  interest  in  the  careers  of 
young  graduates.  Yly  son  Charles  did  not  know  wKat  career  to 
take  up.  One  evening  Mr.  Norton  asked  him  to  go  and  hear 
Mr.  r.  L.  01ms tead  talk  in  the  library  here.  The  conversation 
lasted  from  half  past  seven  to  half  past  ten,  and  on  Quincy 
Street  w’hile  going  home  the  young  man  said,  I am  going  to  be 
a landscape  architect.”  At  that  time  Olmstead  w’as  the  only 
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landscape  architect  so-called.  I myself  was  often  at  this  house. 
There  was  a scarcity  of  males  in  Charles  Eliot  Norton’s  family, 
and  young  men  visitors  were  welcome. 

The  Nortons  always  spoke  of  going  ^^down  to  the  village.” 
There  was  no  word  then  for  Harvard  Square.  In  the  middle  of 
the  Square  stood  hay  scales  under  a great  elm  tree.  Alany 
sheep  were  driven  through  the  Square  on  their  way  to  Brighton 
and  the  slaughter  house  there.  Frequently  some  of  these  sheep 
would  break  away  and  make  incursions  into  the  College  Yard. 
I remember  one  very  fat  sheep  that  tried  to  jump  over  the  posts 
in  the  entrance  to  the  Yard  but  fell  between  the  posts  and  was 
stuck  there  until  rescued. 

[By  President  Emerton:  We  all  want  to  express  our  thanks  to 
President  Eliot.  This  is  the  second  address  he  has  made  this 
afternoon,  having  come  here  directly  from  the  meeting  of  the 
Massachusetts  Medical  Society  at  Salem,  where  he  also  spoke. 
The  trouble  with  President  Eliot  is  that  he  ought  to  be  giving  us 
his  reminiscences  but  he  wants  to  tell  us  all  what  to  do  now.] 

By  President  Eliot:  I will  go  on  with  that  idea  for  a little. 
(Laughter.)  At  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  the  speeches 
that  I have  just  heard  were  very  discouraging  and  gloomy  on 
the  whole.  My  own  views  are  quite  different  as  to  the  future  of 
medicine  and  public  health.  I remember  very  well  when  I first 
became  President,  Professor  Bigelow  of  the  ^Medical  School 
laughed  at  the  idea  of  any  written  examinations  for  the  medical 
students  because  so  few  of  them  could  write.  Examinations 
were  then  oral,  a student  ha\fing  five  minutes  with  each  of  nine 
professors.  If  he  could  get  by  five  professors,  he  passed  for  his 
degree.  There  has  been  amazing  progress  since  then  and  the 
future  is  not  so  bad.  There  is  a joy  in  having  so  much  to  do  and 
the  courage  to  do  it. 
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EXTRACTS  FRO:\I  ^^THE  STORY  OF  THE  BEE’^ 
By  AIary  Towle  Palmer 

Since  there  is  no  record  of  the  exact  pages  which  Mrs.  Palmer  read 
before  the  Society  at  its  meeting  of  October  28,  1924,  the  Editor  here 
reproduces  the  first  three  chapters  of  the  book  with  the  gracious  con- 
sent of  Miss  Elizabeth  Ellery  Dana,  Mrs.  John  Alljm,  and  !Miss  Eliza- 
beth Harris,  three  of  the  original  members  of  The  Bee. 

Chapter  I 
Beginnings 

As  people  approach  the  advanced  age  of  three  or  four  score 
years,  they  are  apt  to  make  the  discovery  that  not  far  in  the 
future  they  and  their  interests  vdll  have  wholly  disappeared 
from  the  world  unless  they  can  leave  behind  them  some  sort  of 
a record  which  some  day  some  one  will  hke  to  read.  People  take 
to  writing  autobiographies  at  seventy,  or  they  begin  to  write  a 
long-postponed  account  of  some  outstanding  event  in  their  fast- 
ebbing  lives,  with  a lingering  and  loving  glance  over  that  pre- 
cious past  which  is  beginning  to  grow  dim  as  the  years  race  by 
and  which  must  be  caught  and  held  before  it  is  buried  under  the 
accumulating  transactions  of  every  day. 

And  thus  it  happened  with  us,  the  Bee,  that  one  evening  half- 
a-dozen  years  ago  Susanna  Willard  startled  us  by  asserting  that 
our  history  must  and  should  be  written.  At  this  meeting  (the 
date  of  which  I do  not  know’,  for  our  records  are  somew’hat 
imperfect)  tw’o  of  our  members  were  elected  as  historians,  and 
straightw’ay  w’e  all  glow’ed  over  the  prospect  of  renowm,  the 
prospect  of  at  least  becoming  knowm  to  a chosen  few’  of  our 
descendants.  We  w’ere  ten  years  younger  as  we  bade  one 
another  good-bye  that  evening! 

The  two  historians  w’ere  to  be  Carrie  Parsons,  one  of  the 
members  who  had  been  present  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  Bee  in 
1861,  and  Susanna  Willard,  the  new’est  member  of  the  Bee, 
originator  of  the  plan  to  WTite  a history. 
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Five  years  went  by  and  we  heard  nothing  of  the  book. 

It  is  pathetic  to  remember  that  ill-health  and  manifold  cares 
came  upon  our  historians.  After  having  written  a very  enter- 
taining paper  for  our  fiftieth  anniversary  and  after  having  made 
some  valuable  memoranda,  Carrie  Parsons  died  suddenly  two 
years  ago.  And  last  spring  Susanna  suddenly  died. 

Their  unfinished  and  much-loved  work  I hesitatingly  pick  up. 
Of  those  of  us  who  are  left,  not  one  feels  herself  capable  of  doing 
justice  to  a theme  so  warmly  loved,  so  beautifully  alive,  so  close 
to  our  hearts.  At  this  late  day  I reluctantly  yet  gladly  venture 
to  write  about  the  Bee. 

It  seems  always  a miracle  in  the  case  of  even  one  individual 
to  be  able  to  look  backward  over  sixty  rich  years.  In  the  case  of 
an  organization  the  interest  is  heightened  and  the  color  deepened 
by  the  variousness  of  temperament  and  character  that  combine 
to  form  the  unit.  For  four  }^ears  the  Bee  met  once  a week  from 
November  to  May,  and  thereafter  for  fifty-eight  years  it  has 
rarely  failed  to  meet  every  fortnight. 

It  was  once  wittily  remarked  that  the  Cambridge  women 
seldom  marry  and  never  die.  This  may  account  for  our  lon- 
gevity. I am  wTiting  in  the  year  1923.  It  was  in  the  fall  of  1861 
that  the  first  meeting  of  the  Bee  v»^as  held. 

In  April,  1861,  Fort  Sumter  had  been  fired  upon.  Thus  began 
the  four  tragic  years  of  fighting  between  the  Northern  and 
Southern  States  of  our  Country,  the  Ci\il  \Yar.  In  Cambridge 
there  was  a passionate  fire  of  patriotism.  Her  sons  went  forth 
to  battle-.  Their  little  sisters,  full  of  wonder  and  only  half  under- 
standing the  darkness  of  the  cloud  that  had  come  across  the  sky, 
were  moved  to  help  as  their  elders  were  doing.  Groups  of 
women  of  various  ages  began  meeting  to  sew  and  knit  for  the 
soldiers  and  to  make  lint  by  scraping  old  linen  to  be  applied  to 
bleeding  w’ounds  at  the  front;  a dressing  for  wounds  not  tol- 
erated in  the  present  day.  There  were  some  detached  meetings 
of  workers,  during  the  summer  of  1861,  and  Lizzie  Harris 
records  how  ‘^one  Wednesday  in  the  early  summer  of  that  year 
we  petitioned  stately  Miss  L>mian  (our  school  teacher)  to  omit 
the  usual  poetry  recitation  and  let  us  devote  the  forenoon  to 
making  blue  flannel  shirts,  for  which  there  was  imperative 
demand..  She  cordially  consented,  and  we  worked  hke  beavers 
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in  her  schoolroom  over  our  self-imposed  task,  beginning  with 
cheerful  chatter,  which,  as  the  hours  passed,  became  more  and 
more  subdued,  backs  and  hngers  wearying  with  the  unaccustomed 
work.  I remember  well  the  triumph  with  which  Sue  WTiitney 
waved  aloft  the  first  completed  shirt.  I remember  that  we  bent 
with  renewed  and  grim  \dgor  over  our  own  garment,  to  be  not 
far  behind  her.’^ 

But  this  was  not  ^^The  Banks  Brigade,’^  the  real  Bee.  The 
Bee  began  its  long  life  on  the  first  day  of  November,  1861,  at 
the  house  of  Mr.  Epes  S.  Dixwell,  on  Garden  Street.  Just  a 
week  before  this,  a group  of  fifteen^  girls  had  been  invited  to  the 
house  of  ]\Irs.  Asa  Gray,  wife  of  the  great  botanist,  to  meet  her 
niece,  Julia  Bragg,  and  to  sew  for  the  soldiers.  Instead  of  dis- 
banding after  this  pleasant  party,  the  sixteen  agreed  to  meet  on 
the  following  Friday  at  the  Dixwell  house.  It  was  here  that  they 
organized  themselves  into  a working  unit  and  adopted  the  name 
of  ^^The  Banks  Brigade’'  in  honor  of  General  Banks,  who  at 
that  time  led  the  IMassachusetts  forces  at  the  front. 

At  this  first  meeting  Sue  Dixwell  w^as  elected  Colonel,” 
because  she  had  knitted  for  the  soldiers  more  socks  than  any 
one  else,  and  of  course  w'e  must  needs  give  her  a military  title  to 
express  our  intimate  connection  with  the  army. 

From  that  time  until  the  end  of  the  Civil  War  the  Banks 
Brigade  met  every  Friday  afternoon,  choosing  that  day  because 
of  its  freedom  from  study,  for  we  were  school-girls  of  fourteen 
and  fifteen,  very  busy  with  our  school  work  as  well  as  with  many 
other  affairs. 

We  met  at  four  at  the  houses  of  the  members,  with  supper  at 
six  or  half-past  six.  Our  mothers  presided  at  the  table,  but 
fathers  and  brothers  w'ere,  from  the  beginning,  banished  to 
regions  unknowm. 

The  suppers  consisted  often  of  escalloped  oysters,  rolls  and 
chocolate,  followed  by  cream  pie.  Sometimes  cream  toast  was 
the  chief  dish,  and  one  cook,  amazed  at  the  amount  consumed 
by  the  young  workers,  remarked  that  “ those  girls  ought  to  have 
a lot  of  tiarvard  students  taking  supper  with  them,  and  then 
they  wouldn’t  eat  quite  so  much.” 

The  plan  of  admitting  Harvard  students  to  the  Bee  after  tea 

^ Sixteen,  including  Miss  Bragg.  — E.  E.  D. 
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had  already  been  discussed  and  disposed  of,  as  the  follo\\ing 
extract  from  Lizzie  Harris  will  show: 

remember  well  how  some  of  the  kind  elder  sisters  of  the 
Bee,  thinking  that  life  was  rather  sombre  for  girls  of  our  age, 
suggested  that  our  young  student  friends  should  be  asked  to 
join  us  after  supper  on  Fridays  and  have  a dance.  At  a meeting 
of  the  Banks  Brigade  the  suggestion  was  submitted  to  the 
Colonel,  who  turned  it  dovni  summarily  vdth  inimitable  scorn. 
The  question  was  never  again  raised,  and  often  have  I blessed 
Sue^s  quick  decision,  for  she  saved  the  life  of  the  Bee  that  day.” 

After  we  had  sewed  diligently  through  the  afternoon,  and  had 
enjoyed  our  supper  and  our  glimpse  of  the  welcome  mother  in 
the  house,  we  often  allowed  the  musical  Bees  to  lay  aside  their 
sewing  and  give  us  tunes.  Our  blonde  Charlotte  Dana  sang  for 
us  with  her  clear  soprano;  Katie  Toffey,  dark-eyed  and  piquant, 
plucked  her  guitar  and  sang,  ^^Her  eyes  the  glowv^orm  lend 
thee.”  Less  romantic  was  a vigorous  tour-de-force  on  the  piano 
called  ^‘Tam  o’Shanter,”  wherein  the  prominent  feature  was  the 
realistic  trotting  of  Tam’s  horse,  followed  by  a grand  crash 
representing  the  loss  of  the  horse’s  tail.  Often  Grace  Hopkinson 
cheered  us  with  both  piano  and  song. 

During  the  Civil  War,  we  were  never  without  our  knitting, 
steadily  making  blue  socks  with  red-and-white  borders,  knitting 
while  we  studied  our  lessons  and  while  we  recited  them,  knitting 
while  we  walked  or  talked  or  played. 

A Bee  record  book  was  started  which  was  to  contain  a concise 
account  of  our  doings,  but  hfe  at  fifteen  is  full  of  imperative 
interruptions  and  writing  seems  less  important  than  action. 
This  is  the  only  occurrence  I find  recorded  for  the  eyes  of  the 
future,  but  it  is  indeed  important : 

General  Order  No.  1 
Headquarters  Banks  Brigade 

It  is  ordered  that  Major-General  Banks  be  elected  honor- 
ary member  of  the  Banks  Brigade. 

By  Order  of  Colonel  S.  Dixwell. 

November  22nd,  1861 

Infinitely  precious  is  this  little  paragraph ! It  gives  the  whole 
spirit  of  the  time  in  a nutshell. 
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Wherever  in  our  walks  we  saw  a United  States  flag  flying,  we 
saluted  it  like  true  soldiers. 

W"e  sometimes  passed  the  old  arsenal  which  stood  on  the 
corner  of  Garden  and  Follen  Streets,  where  a house  of  singularly 
beautiful  brown  stone  now  stands  surrounded  by  its  large 
garden.  There  we  would  stop  and  peer  through  the  fence  to 
watch  the  evolutions  of  the  Harvard  students  who  lived  there 
in  squads  and  were  armed  by  the  State  and  were  regularly 
drilled.  They  formed  a guard  for  the  arsenal.  Our  brothers  and 
cousins  were  there  and  might  some  day  become  full-fledged 
soldiers. 

As  you  look  along  handsome  residential  Brattle  Street,  can 
you  imagine  that  cars  dravm  by  two  horses  used  there  to  run 
up  and  dowm,  their  Httle  bells  jingling,  while  the  conductor 
watched  for  passengers  and  obligingly  stopped  ^wherever  he 
received  a signal  from  a waiting  individual?  ^Ye  needed  not  to 
hasten  to  a corner  in  those  days.  In  1861  there  was  plenty 
of  time. 

As  for  the.  winters,  they  could  quite  be  depended  upon  to  give 
us  continual  snow,  so  that  after  the  first  heavy  fall  the  horse- 
cars  were  discontinued,  and  long  vehicles  on  runners  called 
^^barges”  took  their  place  and  ran  every  half-hour  in  and  out  of 
Boston,  gmng  the  passengers  an  excellent  sleigh-ride. 

We  paid  for  our  rides  with  paper  currency,  for  silver  dis- 
appeared as  the  war  progressed  and  the  httle  twenty-five-cent 
bills  I remember  very  well. 

The  occupants  of  those  old  horse-cars  were  not  always  more 
courteous  than  those  in  the  electric  cars  of  the  present  day;  for 
once  when  a member  of  the  Bee  entered  a car  and  found  it 
apparently  full,  a man  rose  instantly  and  the  lady,  supposing 
that  she  had  been  offered  a seat,  said  pohtely,  ^^Oh,  thank  you, 

I don't  object  to  standing."  The  man  looked  at  her  astonished 
and,  with  starthng  candor,  rephed:  “I  don't  care  whether  you 
stand  or  set.  I'm  going  to  get  out." 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  Alice  Allyn's  reminiscent 
paper  read  at  our  Sixtieth  Anniversary: 

Sixty  years  ago!  Wliat  a different  picture  Cambridge  then 
presented ! Brattle  Street,  with  its  tinkling  httle  horse-cars,  had 
the  babbling  brooks  in  its  gutters  in  the  spring.  The  lamp- 
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lighter  made  his  evening  round  with  a ladder.  The  streets  were 
undrained  and  rubber  boots  were  a necessity.  Harvard  Square 
was  a village  centre.  We  collected  our  mail  from  a numbered 
box  in  the  Post  Office  in  the  Lyceum  Hall  building.  Under  a 
large  tree  in  the  square  were  the  pump  and  the  city  scales.  The 
car-horses  were  watered  there  from  pails  which  stood  on  the 
curbing  around  the  tree.”  (There  were  then  no  sidewalks, 
paved  or  asphalt.) 

The  members  of  the  Bee,  hke  the  rest  of  womankind,  wore 
hoopskirts,  nor  could  we  imagine  that  a time  w^ould  ever  come 
when  our  dresses  would  be  less  than  six  yards  around.  They  are 
now  less  than  two,  and  so  short  as  to  come  not  far  below  the 
knees.  Sitting  dovni  in  a hoop-skirt  was  an  art  that  needed  to 
be  well  practised,  otherwise  the  hoops  would  flare  up  in  front 
revealing  a Timb,”  which  was  something  always  invisible  in 
those  Victorian  days.  We  learned  to  sit  down  very  carefully, 
bestowing  our  skirts  behind  the  calves  of  our  legs,  so  that  we 
looked  as  demure  as  the  Puritan  maidens  w’e  were. 

We  wore  bonnets,  real  bonnets,  tied  with  a bow  under  the 
chin  and  large  enough  to  hold  roses  beneath  the  brim  in  front. 
Our  dresses  frequently  were  trimmed  with  velvet  of  a color 
called  Magenta”  or  with  touches  of  a lighter  but  still  purplish 
tint  called  ‘‘Solferino.”  We  wore  our  hair  in  nets  of  silk  or 
chenille  and  later  these  were  decorated  with  beads.  Later  still 
there  was  a wave  of  black  alpaca  dresses,  buttoned  down  the 
front  with  large  round  white  buttons. 

Every  Friday  during  the  four  years  of  the  Civil  War,  the 
group  of  young  girls  sewed  diligently,  making  shirts,  night 
clothes,  and  even  quilts.  The  record  of  articles  finished  at  the 
third  meeting  reads:  5 pairs  hospital  drawers,  2 shirts;  and  at 
the  fifth  meeting:  4 pairs  hospital  drawers,  3 shirts,  1 quilt. 

VTioever  had  been  the  recorder  of  the  work  accomplished 
became  exhausted  after  this  last  entr>^  in  the  little  book  and  no 
more  lists  were  jotted  down,  but  we  know  that  the  work  went 
on  with  increasing  rather  than  diminishing  energy  — on  and 
on  until,  behold!  we  were  growing  up,  without  knovfing  it! 
VTien  the  war  ended,  we  were  actually  young  ladies  of  eighteen 
and  nineteen. 

One  precious  bit  of  print  has  been  preserv^ed,  which  reads: 


• ■ • “ I .1  • 

^ -ijV  • r*  7 ?• 

. I'  I . I . - 


^1.1  ;/  1 ' ■'•'■ 

«,H  M--  . 

■ : 1!i  r , 


)Mf; 

7 i .'^y 

•3  ; iUT 

id 

01  ,:U: 

■ , y 

* ' f 

:yy»,  i 

'f^Thuu 

:/7 

yn.u 

7 ^ . . 

. / -..W, 

r'-  • 

.'•)ii;0 

1'^.Ti  (j 

•:i  7Cwi 

1 ^ ; V 

•'./  a*  7' 

1/  sOJ 

yt> 

y^TT  T'-s? 

i - 4 

■ y ilj 

lynyr:/; 

■‘■ry.y 

■ , : t»rr_  w..  ^ _ 

'.V  ^•■■■'.,  . i- ' 

•••■  ^‘-k;:iao7/ >f)  r'  -fi'--'- 

, . » ij' Ml. ;;  anf[t  r.  icilj  • ' :■  i i>/c  i.  i 0‘  • ;,:i  ,»tir«--7O0d- 

7»;  ^ ‘ iii>;ij- oc  L'liur*  ■ ■ . ':ivr 

*»J.  v/-)I'-x:  •-  "l':',' , 7(7  -■(jio'dji-oy;  "■  •:  v,va 


••;boors  •/. ,'•.«  . £r^oh  :^aii 


;-rrv«»»  .W^n, 


r -'-yi 

,:y;.urtj  -7; ■;;  ''/(mu  ' .#  : . ' •.  ./i 

■>  -■>•  OJ  i;7y,,..‘i  0 ,/"  ,gv?,‘,  i?T.  ...,jiV  7’-odt 

‘‘  " *-"*  i’^-S  ■ ‘ ’ "citivi/i:)  7/'  p/i.i:'.;!  ’7  :';  - -.yc,  :;y;7/ura$d 

■ V yy‘?l?iimi  y ;j.  y'j'ra  7 yii 

unt  - .’tV';)-.  utfr/f  x'tt.'i  '(•■  ■ ■ 'y  ” 

.tiiuil  ni •-;)  :• . ■^•:*7  bl^.>rf’ot  d^iiorr:)  - / 

iou>M  i3-  ! ,./  y-y  iiiiv/  ••  .;T.-Trf1  *:row  ^Ihi.  j.y.vM-ft  ^ofeamb'  yyO  V^y 

liyHij  uwj-  ■;:  y t *i9:(dsil  a N ■ hijo.,  ii,r;  7 y,  " y ’ .'• 

fO  >i(i>  n/(  •••‘‘’.o,ih-  ;-  tia'J  ' 

.(^-biiOu  iijf7/ fy  ‘'  y'r  'fr'  c/'I97i'‘  7 ; j/ij’  yi  birjB ^Iliiiydo 

Q'/i'ob  benOi  Ju  ' ryiJi;  .b'-yld  lo  y ; u Bii77  3?|9iii, 

• ; _ .^iK>;  ”;  ‘y- y.iv/ biTLfO';  djivr 

ill  jlfiVT  ir/iC^  u'!  ; '•  yy  ,;  )i[;  ;:iiiiU)  v/;,'/y''^{  ’•rT9v3 

•';  ^ -x;  u,  y ■ V.7;  fiiig/jjy.i-:  - •/  to  _ >t^-- 

. ■'  • •dyyji'i  :•: . • Tr,  K'  , !u»07i  7'tT 7iy  /y/' - '•‘' 

yy-'q'-o  i ‘ iyihLr 

sr..._  r j-  ; f 


uv  . 


j. :■■  : j y I f -f) ff  i!lK  •'■' ' ' • i'ii  • ; ’ .’•  '■r  •, 

-.  ■ "ii  -jy  i- ^■'  /'ijny  b ;;,-.:.  L 

''V?  Ji;u.:..y'--  :'oij  -y  -y;.-/;  .jyii  aioOT,; 
■ •■■■•-  ' ■■;^:atiib  .j' •-?  . >',4U  :v'  . . Kri  tlji./  G0 

y y - .V  .fii/  ■•.f-7  '^>1/  ' u'-''y,yd'y'y'y7]b-|^/'- 

.7  yyy  y;  ^ ,-vy  .b-yr-  yy./  ‘Ii{;  r^dYr 

.a‘jvj:hun  ha^ 

iq  y and  'Ssmq  10  Sid  -ifvixriq  onO 


1924.] 


PALMER:  “STORY  OF  THE  BEE” 


69 


“From  the  National  Intelligencer 
“Washington,  D.  C.,  November  26th,  1862.  The  ladies  of 
the  Samaritan  Society  of  Salem,  and  those  of  the  Banks 
Brigade,  Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  are  hereby  informed  that 
their  bounties  for  the  sick  soldiers  have  been  duly  received  and 
part  have  already  been  distributed  to  grateful  recipients.” 

Just  one  week  after  the  birth  of  the  Banks  Brigade  another 
organization  of  the  same  kind  came  into  existence.  It  called 
itself  “The  McClellan  Club,”  and  was  formed  of  girls  some- 
what older  than  the  Bees.  It  also  met  on  Friday  evenings  at  the 
houses  of  the  members,  and  the  two  groups,  the  Club  and  the 
Bee,  have  always  kept  a close  and  neighborly  interest  in  each 
other.  The  two  often  celebrated  their  anniversaries  in  common 
and  sent  messages  to  one  another.  “The  McClellan  Club” 
afterwards  became  “The  Lincoln  Club,”  and  at  last  called 
itself  simply  “The  Club”  and  its  members  became  “Clubs.” 
Its  meetings  have  ceased,  but  at  the  time  of  the  Fiftieth  Anni- 
versary of  the  Bee,  the  Club  met  with  us  at  the  Oakley  Country 
Club  House  and  several  of  its  members  read  most  interesting 
papers. 

The  paper  read  that  evening  by  Carrie  Parsons  is  so  largely 
reminiscent  of  the  old  days  that  I give  here  a quotation  from  it : 
“Through  the  hot  summer  of  1861  a group  of  girls  who  after- 
wards went  into  Club  and  Bee  made  Tavelocks.^  These  have- 
locks  were  a sort  of  masculine  sun-bonnet  and  were  warranted 
to  prevent  sunstroke  in  the  torrid  South,  and  we  declared  that 
at  least  one  company  of  Uncle  Sam^s  soldiers  should  be  thus 
protected.  So  we  finished  and  sent  off  one  hundred  havelocks  — 
and  heard  afterwards  that  the  men  used  them  to  clean  their 
rifles.  As  headgear  their  whiteness  made  too  good  a mark  for 
the  enemy.” 

Here  ends  the  account  of  our  first  four  years.  We  were  very 
young  girls.  We  were  “The  Banks  Brigade.”  For  four  years 
we  had  heard  echoes  of  the  beating  of  drums,  of  distant  battles 
and  bloodshed,  of  lost  brothers  and  cousins  and  friends,  of  the 
fortunes  of  one  General  and  another,  and  of  the  sublime  leader- 
ship of  our  President,  Abraham  Lincoln. 

Our  meetings  had  been  in  the  houses  of  our  fathers,  presided 
over  by  our  mothers.  It  is  now  long  since  a mother  or  father 
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has  been  left  to  the  Bee,  but  the  remembrance  of  their  benign 
presence,  of  their  interest  in  our  doings,  and  of  their  gentle 
faces  will  never  fade  from  our  hearts. 

Chapter  II 
The  Growing  Bee 

The  fall  of  Richmond  on  the  3d  of  April,  1865,  ended  the 
Civil  War,  and  a long  era  of  peace  came  to  our  country.  Great 
was  the  joy  in  the  Northern  States.  Flags  were  fl3dng  every- 
where. MTien  the  news  came,  all  the  city  houses  were  illumi- 
nated from  top  to  bottom.  The  world  was  joyous  for  twelve 
days,  and  then  came  the  overwhelming  tragedy  of  President 
Lincoln’s  death.  I was  in  Washington  at  that  time,  and  had 
just  escaped  being  in  the  theatre  on  the  night  he  w^as  shot.  On 
the  following  never-to-be-forgotten  Saturday  morning,  I awoke 
and  heard  the  bells  of  Washington  tolling,  tolhng,  and  I lay 
and  wondered  what  it  could  mean.  Presently  a knock  at  my 
door  was  followed  by  the  shocked  face  of  our  old  housekeeper, 
who  put  her  head  into  the  room  and  solemnly  said:  ^Wour 
President  is  dead.”  At  eighteen,  I felt  a desolating  sense  of 
grief  at  this  news.  I had  met  Air.  Lincoln  several  times  during 
the  preceding  wdnter,  and  had  often  seen  him,  wdth  his  sad, 
strange  face,  at  the  Capitol  or  the  MTiite  House.  I felt  an 
adoration  for  him,  and  it  seemed  impossible  that  life  could  go  on 
with  him  out  of  the  w^orld.  It  was  part  of  the  tragedy  that  he 
was  not  permitted  to  see  the  ragged  armies  marching  back  from 
the  w^ar,  marching  through  Pennsylvania  Avenue  for  two  whole 
days,  with  their  soiled  uniforms,  their  tattered  flags  and  their 
glory. 

In  Cambridge  remained  “The  Banks  Brigade,”  radiant 
young  wmmen  of  seventeen,  eighteen,  and  nineteen,  who  had  for 
*^four  years  been  sewing  each  w^ek  “for  the  soldiers.”  This 
duty  being  ended,  the  society  might  wdth  propriety  disband  and 
hold  the  remembrance  of  a finished  work. 

Certain  changes  did  occur,  but  its  meetings  went  forward 
without  a break.  The  name  “Banks  Brigade”  w^as  dropped; 
the  Bee  began  to  meet  once  a fortnight  instead  of  once  a week; 
and  its  “Colonel”  became  its  “President.” 
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Miss  Emily  Parsons,  elder  sister  of  one  of  our  members,  had 
been  a nurse  in  the  Northern  Army  for  two  years  and  was  later 
active  in  establishing  what  is  now  the  Cambridge  Hospital  on 
Mount  Auburn  Street.  Much  sewing  was  needed  to  furnish 
the  new  hospital  with  bedding,  towels,  and  nightclothes,  and 
the  Bee  (as  it  was  now  called)  found  plenty  of  employment  for 
its  energetic  fingers.  Besides  this,  the  Bee  had  proteges  down 
on  the  marsh  with  large  and  needy  families.  A certain  Mrs. 
Gribbens  w'as  capable  of  absorbing  flannel  petticoats  and  shirts 
to  any  extent,  and  for  years  our  reports  of  sevdng  done  always 
contained  the  name  of  ‘‘Mrs.  Gribbens.”  Her  euphonious 
appellation  lent  itself  to  endless  quotation  and  fun  and  we  were 
fortunate  in  having  so  picturesque  an  object  of  charity. 

Periodically  through  our  long  career  we  have  been  attacked 
by  moments  of  conscience,  commanding  us  to  pull  ourselves 
together  and  behave  like  other  virtuous  Clubs.  In  one  such 
mood  we  voted  to  institute  a scheme  of  fines.  Under  date  of 
1863  the  following  inexorable  rule  is  written:  “A  fine  of  five 
cents  shall  be  levied  for  lateness  and  a fine  of  ten  cents  for 
absence.”  For  nine  years  we  tried  meekly  to  follow  this  law. 
But  in  1872  all  fines  were  abolished  forever.  For  many  years 
our  rule  has  been  for  each  member  to  pay  one  dollar  at  the 
beginning  of  the  season,  and  to  have  no  further  mention  of 
funds,  except  when  we  needed  to  collect  money  for  sending 
flowers  to  some  sick  member  of  the  Bee,  or  to  a wedding  or  a 
funeral. 

May  blessings  fall  on  Lily  Dana  for  her  virtuous  Victorian 
habit  of  keeping  a diary!  You  will  enjoy  reading  extracts  from 
this  priceless  document: 

February  7,  1868.  Went  to  the  Bee  at  Mrs.  Waterman^s. 
A Bee  w^as  at  our  house  last  time.  I had  to  carry  the  Bee  basket 
there.  Stopped  for  Grace  Hopkinson,  but  she  was  busy  cutting 
out  more  sewing  for  us.  Couldn’t  wait  for  her  for  fear  I should 
be  late,  and  can’t  afford  to  pay  any  more  fines.  Had  an  awful 
time  at  the  Bee.  Grace  got  hold  of  some  work  that  I had  sewed 
last  time,  showed  it  round  to  the  girls  and  wondered  who  it 
could  be  that  sewed  so  awfully.  I didn’t  say  anything,  except 
that  when  she  showed  it  to  me  I said  the  stitches  were  rather 
huge.  Then  they  asked  if  it  was  Miss  Rotch’s  work,  and  I said 
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no,  she  had  left  early  and  had  sewed  button-holes  all  the  time. 
I shall  have  to  confess  at  the  next  Bee. 

^‘February  28.  After  dinner  got  ready  for  the  Bee,  and  was 
just  starting  when  mother  said  she  should  think  I would  stay  at 
home  and  see  Dick,  as  he  goes  back  to-morrow,  so  I took  off  my 
things.  However,  I made  mother  pay  my  fine  for  being  late  at 
the  Bee.  Then  I crinkled  my  hair,  put  on  my  pink  ribbons, 
and  went  to  the  Bee,  which  was  at  Marnie  Storer’s.  Nothing  in 
particular  happened.  Katie  played  and  sang  a little  and  we 
sewed. 

March  13.  Went  to  the  Sparks’s,  Miss  Rotch’s,  and  Anna 
Shaw’s  to  tell  them  about  the  Bee,  then  to  Emily  Atkinson’s  to 
get  the  Bee  basket,  for  I have  got  to  have  the  Bee,  as  there 
doesn’t  seem  to  be  anybody  else  to  have  it.  Lugged  that  great 
heavy  basket  way  up  Quincy  Street.  Alet  Mrs.  Little,  who 
offered  to  take  home  my  basket.  I was  delighted  to  get  rid  of  it. 
No  one  came  till  five.  We  had  a real  nice  time.  The  cook  was 
gone  all  day,  but  we  got  up  a supper  of  coffee  and  tea,  dipped 
toast,  rolls,  marmalade  and  cake. 

March  26.  I always  hate  to  leave  the  Bee,  but  had  to  go 
before  dark  on  account  of  Mrs.  Hubbard’s  Wednesday  evening 
Singing  Class. 

April  24.  Met  Anna  Page,  who  went  to  the  Bee  with  me. 
She  did  look  lovely  in  her  blue  walking-suit  and  hat.  I went 
down  at  six  o’clock  to  Mary  Fuller’s.  We  had  a real  jolly  Bee, 
teUing  stories  all.  the  time  about  ghosts,  robbers,  and  mediums. 

*^June  8,  1868.  Went  to  the  Bee  at  Mrs.  Waterman’s.  iMr. 
Waterman  came  to  tea  and  spent  the  rest  of  the  evening  in  the 
parlor  with  us.  We  spent  most  of  the  time  talking  about  tipping 
tables  and  planchette.  Grace,  Mr.  W.,  and  Mary  F.  tried  to 
tip  a table,  but  didn’t  have  time  before  the  Bee  broke  up. 

Nov.  14,  Saturday.  Charlotte  and  I went  to  the  Bee  as  soon 
^s  I had  finished  my  dress,  which  was  very  late.  It  was  at  Mrs. 
Waterman’s,  her  last  Bee,  so  she  had  a nice  supper,  and  in  the 
middle  of  the  table  a frosted  cake  with  a wreath  of  green  round 
it,  and  stuck  all  over  it  httle  bees  and  butterflies  on  vdres  so 
that  they  would  \fibrate.  There  was  a handsome  plain  gold 
ring  in  it,  which  Anna  Shaw  got.  We  were  all  quite  excited 
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about  getting  it  and  I was  really  in  hopes  I should,  though  I 
already  have  the  ring  of  the  first  Bee  cake  (Sue  DixwelFs).’^ 

Lizzie  Harris  speaks  as  follows  about  some  fluctuations  in  the 
life  of  the  Bee: 

“It  was  Caroline  Parson’s  fidelity  which  held  the  Bee  together 
during  one  critical  period,  and  in  this  she  had  a devoted  and 
able  aid  in  Grace  Hopkinson.  Some  members  had  married  and 
left  Cambridge,  two  were  invalided,  and  unable  to  attend  the 
meetings;  others  immersed  in  home  cares  had  become  some- 
what careless  of  Bee  claims  upon  time  and  attention.  But 
Carohne,  seconded  by  Grace,  never  relinquished  her  protection. 
Carefully  did  she  watch  over  the  remnant,  holding  it  together, 
and  finally  being  instrumental  in  adding  a few  members  to  fill 
the  temporary  lack.  The  critical  time  passed  and  never  again 
has  the  Bee  languished.” 

A new  phase  of  existence  was  now  beginning,  for  many  of  the 
Bees  were  growing  into  beautiful  women.  Engagements  and 
marriages  were  events  to  which  we  were  becoming  accustomed, 
while  still  there  was  wonder  in  our  eyes  as  we  saw  our  members 
stolen  away  into  a region  of  romance  of  which  as  yet  some  of  us 
were  only  dreaming. 

I remember  my  awakening  thrill  when  I first  saw  IMabel 
Lowell  dressed  in  a low-cut  gown  of  heliotrope  satin,  an  ame- 
thyst necklace  resting  on  her  white  neck,  while  her  eyes  shone 
like  stars.  She  was  like  a sumptuous  moth  emerging  from  its 
chrysalis. 

Our  first  wedding  was  that  of  Lucy  Nichols  and  Captain 
WTiite,  a handsome  young  officer  of  the  Northern  Army,  just 
after  the  war  was  over.  To  her  came  the  first  baby  into  the 
Bee,  a little  girl  who  never  lost  her  interest  for  us,  and  to  whom 
we  sent  a present  at  the  time  of  her  own  marriage. 

Then  came  the  marriage^  of  Mollie  Buttrick  to  Frank  Good- 
win, which  took  her  unfortunately  away  from  Cambridge,  and 
the  marriage  of  Helen  Allyn  to  a charming  Norwegian  whom 
she  met  abroad. 

As  each  Bee  married,  we  gave  her  a gold  thimble,  engraved 
with  the  letters  “B.  B.”  These  were  always  heavy  and  hand- 

^ September  27,  1866.  — E.  E.  D. 
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some  and  were  much  prized.  Our  first  badges  long  ago  were 
made  of  gutta-percha,  vdth.  a small  silver  plate  engraved 
attached^  These  were  sometimes  worn  vdth  a neck- 
lace. Aiter  this  we  wore  little  bees  made  of  silver,  and  finally 
the  sixteen  original  Bees,  always  carefully  and  honorably  dis- 
tinguished from  the  rest  of  us,  wore  lovely  bees  of  gold,  i;\dth 
ruby  eyes,  the  present  of  Anna  Allyn. 

The  Bee  basket,  which  was  so  faithfully  carried  by  Lily  Dana 
from  one  house  to  another  and  which  she  found  rather  an  irk- 
some load,  could  hardly  have  been  as  large  as  the  dear  old  Bee 
basket  which,  from  time  immemorial,  we  have  been  using,  and 
which  is  now  carried  by  automobile.  It  is  a large  market 
basket,  which  once  had  an  iron  bar  across  the  top  to  keep  its 
contents  secure,  but  w^hich  for  years  has  been  elaborately  tied 
up  with  yards  of  twine  to  keep  it  firm  in  the  hands  of  the  express- 
man  or  the  chauffeur.  The  basket  is  a species  of  presiding 
genius  or  mascot,  like  the  ark  of  the  Israelites.  It  always  stands 
on  the  floor  ready  to  serve  the  Bees  with  fresh  sewing,  holding 
in  its  inner  recesses  the  Bee  photograph  album,  and  on  top  of 
this  boxes  of  spools,  tape,  needles ; holding  also  the  necklace  of 
tortoise-shell  Vv'ith  a locket  in  the  shape  of  a bee,  which  Mary 
Cobb  brought  from  Rome,  and  the  long  necklace  of  beads,  also 
from  Rome,  vith  its  many  bees  wrought  into  the  bead-work, 
brought  home  by  Lily  Hoppin.  Dear  old  basket!  How  many 
merry  meetings  has  it  presided  over,  during  its  long  existence! 

In  1877  occurred  an  event  which  not  only  affected  one  mem- 
ber of  the  Bee,  but  really  also  the  Bee  itself.  Grace  Hopkinson 
took  a prominent  part  one  evening  in  a play  given  by  the  Cam- 
bridge Dramatic  Club.  President  Eliot  of  Harvard  College  sat 
enchanted  in  the  audience.  Some  months  after  this  fateful  eve- 
ning they  were  married,  and  the  household  at  No.  17  Quincy 
Street  was  established,  which  became  the  centre  of  brilliant 
jiospitality.  This  house  was  torn  dovm  when  President  Eliot 
retired  from  his  long  task  at  Harv^ard;  but  the  Bee  vnll  never 
forget  the  many  delightful  evenings  it  has  passed  at  17  Quincy 
Street,  and  though  the  bricks  and  mortar  have  disappeared  our 
memories  picture  again  the  bright  scenes  which  can  never  be 
forgotten. 

Her  new  responsibilities  as  the  wife  of  Harvard’s  head  seemed 
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only  to  make  Grace  love  her  old  associates  the  more.  She  man- 
aged to  continue  a very  regular  attendant  of  the  meetings  of  the 
Bee,  although  it  must  often  have  been  difficult  to  escape  other 
engagements  on  those  Friday  evenings.  She  seemed  to  give  a 
touch  of  romance  to  the  Bee,  coming  from  a world  of  wide  social 
and  educational  interests  into  our  busy  midst,  always  the  busiest 
of  workers  and  the  readiest  to  help.  She  was  the  centre  of  a 
group  whose  names  I could  easily  mention,  her  special  admirers, 
for  it  was  our  invariable  habit  to  break  into  little  sets  of  chosen 
ones  who  were  most  congenial  to  one  another.  It  was  one  of 
our  glories  that  we  were  not  afraid  of  “cliques,”  but  quite 
frankly  allowed  our  preferences  full  scope  and  cheerfully 
showed  partiality  to  those  we  loved  best. 

Ahce  James  left  a classical  remark  for  us  to  remember  when 
she  said:  “It  is  astonishing  how  fond  we  are  of  the  Bees,  even  of 
those  we  don’t  like.”  But  in  choosing  a neighbor  for  an  eve- 
ning’s sewing,  this  universal  sisterhood  was  rightly  ignored. 

Some  of  us  not  only  sewed  like  devotees  at  the  Bee  meeting, 
but  also  took  garments  home  to  finish. 

Marriages  now  became  frequent  events  and  we  grew  less 
amazed  at  their  occurrence.  New’  members  were  voted  in  to 
take  the  place  of  the  Bees  wffio  had  flowm  aw’ay  to  New  Y^ork, 
Philadelphia,  and  Washington,  and  even  to  Germany,  Norway, 
and  England.  Those  who  w’ent  only  as  far  as  NewTon,  Boston, 
or  Brookline  could  still  reach  Cambridge  on  Fridays,  as  could 
also  those  wffio  moved  to  Low^ell  or  Andover. 

We  passed  through  numerous  changing  fashions  in  dress. 
Hoop-skirts  diminished  in  size,  grew  very  small,  and  happily  at 
last  w’ere  seen  no  more.  Sleeves  became  so  tight  that  w^e  could 
with  difficulty  bend  our  arms,  and  then  so  large  that  it  needed 
nearly  as  much  material  to  make  a pair  of  sleeves  as  to  make 
a skirt. 

For  a long  time  w’e  wore  waterfalls!  Let  me  hasten  to  say 
that  this  W’as  an  arrangement  of  the  hair  wffiich  had  no  relation 
to  running  water.  The  back  hair  was  throwm  forward,  a little 
cushion  w’as  placed  against  it  and  fastened,  and  the  hair  fell 
over  this  smoothly  and  w’as  pinned  underneath.  I cannot  resist 
the  temptation  to  speak  of  the  curious  hair  of  the  present,  1923, 
for  this  fashion  also  will  pass  by,  although  the  covering  of  the 


i:r:.  » m 


{Mn 


■ ' ' ’ " > ■ Wa  Tvul  ••' . •■•.'1 0 Ou  '{iao 

' K : l:\i.r  .iJTfi  ^ ■ 

<■.  ,',.J  —r  ... 


i:  * '■  ;.^i.‘>ty.-  !U 


.■:  nLii-:i}  ; ‘:;u 

II'. > ‘i  '* TJjji'.'i/  • - 


r^'>  ■ •'.  .■•>:;  Ot  hs^Ji 

‘ M ' oi'iygsgaa 

rz  n^:  'r  ■'  rot 

y Vi?  •■'  bfl^- 

■ VI w.  h'S-J^hO"^  ,1o 


u;,f; r 5v.'  'liJO  >i-:V? 

'.')  -^"onK  .ff:iO.  Ot  ...ir.-VfA  - .y  V.  0/i'//  f>3iIO-.- 

" • i(.‘  bf/r’  i;!!  .r'.jj)  . ;iw  j.,:di  89noIs  'H/0 


cl:  . Cvqo’)- 


^ fiJ 


V 


c -?'nyr.j>kjii4  *HK>  bY'fVrnf^  v[:bvD*rl 
...  .^  . .,  02C;-?] 

'•ttbrrw  bi  >u  J pc-i p/^nh ' r'  rc'^'A  '' 

:.:H  ■ !.r  Y>.pTS:dwfcno1  vTc/f  2^nid»--i.ao?8«  ei  ?!'*  :h:r.r'  *>da 

:vi  icd-igb'n  n ,lmnh  ai  t U&,  ^nob  Yvr  vxxfj 

'CT-  ■•:  -iiii  ^%iin 


■^Ail  -ion  'iij  K>  arao'g. 

.dsinii 


'■Yn^-.OV/'  b-;ri;'  -jri 

■ Jjjjov  5 • " '"'V:..^rTT^i'?^  v.'rjr'^  ■ •}''ul.J  j£»  bakK'ftjag 

,:-iTOic  :^0>T  -■  nv;.rdb,b.ni^ 

:rktrio'A  cri  irsY^  biin  <.♦«.. 

v;.‘>j<;;iT  dc^rr^r'J  ban 

' V H no  > rbn-  . y / ;Mu‘->  - ■'a.liiooi  ■ • r..-  ,•;  ' ' 

.’:Y‘;’ol -a/.  1;.?. ilowoj  oy  I/>.  .\,"  rs'vy  ^'^iK  • 

b fi;  vnc', ' -.  •>  ;irb;,n:i:ni,  h;;oiYriaja.  fl^uo;iii  , oV7 

/■"•:'"■•  bnn  ..J.J-;  '•rYv;.;_y?Y-Y^bn ^ m lYyrf^toba.i.  •-.ji;:.g~<|DoH^'. 

:.;•■».••  *b  -y,-.  •■•■•:;'>:■■  .yvica'oh'xi  • 

l>n.'  rx  •;.pii;  irixtxJl  rc...'s  :,  \r  , •np  ..iiii;.i<Bjh  ,mty 

Q.t\^  «<r/Y...h  to  •iiis<]  f;  ’jccn\  o r f .:' vh<;-jxi-.,v' 

yxss  oX  r"*p.'’.,'i  oni  jvwl  !rJi.f:,l  piii.i.)  ^’icj  n 

‘ -oa  rlordTT'  i f . l-O' j /.fprrr^"^ a'* 

h-  .v'-(i.’  o/i  av;o7:b  ■;jjvv.yi[:..' 

^ lififl  9i}t  tiiie  ,i./"j;T‘-^8Li  biy^- ■ 1 lankY).’';  i.vj'.MUi'i  sliv/  ra.bdaijb 

\ti/c I iir..'l  yjjoiiar)  oai  u:>  >!n.'?ij>.  odj 

‘ In  ;4i:n.>7pr;  flivv  o«Ui  aoiifeaA  aiif-t  :o‘i 


vX  -V: 
^ vy^; 


' / -'-/•’--'•‘A  ’ 


76 


THE  CAMBRIDGE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


[Oct. 


ears  has  gone  on  for  about  ten  years.  In  the  girbs  eagerness  to 
cover  her  ears,  she  often  pulls  her  hair  down  lower  and  lower, 
until  it  suggests  the  whiskers  which  her  grandfather  used  to 
wear.  But  this  is  a tempting  digression  which  requires  curbing. 
No  member  of  the  Bee  wears  her  hair  thus.  It  is  only  her  daugh- 
ter or  grand-daughter  to  whom  the  ear  is  a forbidden  member. 

Several  Bees  married  men  connected  with  Harvard  College 
and  continued  to  live  in  Cambridge.  Several  who  did  not  marry 
lived  on  in  the  dignified  old  houses,  Colonial  or  Victorian,  of 
their  parents  and  kept  the  beauty  of  the  old  days  in  their  sur- 
roundings. 

As  the  century  drew  to  its  close,  it  became  more  and  more 
rare  for  a Bee  to  have  a parent  left,  and  a few  gray  hairs  began 
to  sprinkle  over  our  brown  and  gold  and  black  heads.  We  began 
to  show  in  our  faces,  which  had  always  been  so  fresh  and  young, 
the  marks  of  time’s  passing. 

When  one  of  our  members  came  back  to  Cambridge  after  a 
long  sojourn  in  Washington  and  attended  the  first  Bee  she  had 
seen  for  years,  her  heart  ached  to  find  a group  of  almost  middle- 
aged  women.  They  had  the  same  features  as  of  old,  the  same 
little  gestures  and  mannerisms,^  the  same  voices.  But  wrinkles 
were  beginning  to  change  the  old  freshness.  Figures  were  begin- 
ning to  broaden,  teeth  were  less  white,  eyes  w^ere  less  clear.  The 
world  seemed  to  shake  under  her  feet!  The  returned  Bee’s  own 
looking-glass  had  already  told  her  that  one  Bee  was  changing, 
but  to  find  the  whole  group  of  twenty  or  thirty  beginning  to 
grow  old  was  at  first  desolating.  We  know  now  that  at  the  end 
of  the  century’’  we  had  not  yet  met  our  friend.  Old  Age.  That 
came  later  and  much  less  painfully. 

A detached  record  informs  me  that  in  1887  the  Bee  suffered 
one  of  its  futile  attempts  to  become  methodical,  and  voted 
solemnly  that  the  president  should  be  elected  every  three  years. 
JThe  result  was  that  we  kept  our  presidents  as  long  as  they  were 
able  to  preside  and  never  gave  them  up  imtil  marriage  or  failing 
health  or  death  forcibly  removed  them. 

Our  first  president,  Susan  Dixwell,  married  and  w^ent  to  live 
in  the  State  of  New  York.  She  has  often  sent  us  photographs 
and  messages,  and  once  each  Bee  received  from  her  a pair  of 
white  bed-shoes,  knitted  for  us  by  her  own  devoted  hands,  hav- 
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ing  blue  and  pink  borders  in  memory  of  the  old-time  socks  of 
red,  white,  and  blue.  Next  came  Grace  Ehot  in  1867  who,  I 
think,  served  until  her  marriage. 

Our  next  president  was  bright  and  entertaining  Mary  White. 
There  is  no  record  to  show  how  long  we  flourished  under  her 
cheerful  guidance.  The  size  and  vitality  of  the  Eee  tell  the 
story  of  constant  prosperity. 

'V\Tien  Mary  MTiite  died^  Lizzie  Simmons  was  elected  presi- 
dent and  her  reign  was  long  and  superb.  Her  ever-present 
humor,  her  brilliant  talk,  her  great  dignity,  lifted  us  into  a realm 
of  never-flagging  activity  and  happiness. 

Our  meetings  became  brilliant  social  occasions.  The  simple 
little  suppers  of  our  mothers  were  things  of  the  past.  We  now 
had  ornate  dinners  in  our  own  houses.  We  dressed  carefully, 
with  old  lace  and  jewels  or  trinkets  from  across  the  sea.  Our 
china  was  often  rare  and  curious,  while  old  silver,  ancestral  and 
otherwise,  was  resplendent.  Flowers  glowed  in  the  centre  of  the 
table,  and  the  efforts  of  cook  or  chef  made  us  sit  long  while  our 
sewing  lay  awaiting  us  in  the  parlor.  Our  witty  ones,  Mamie 
Warner,  Lizzie  Simmons,  Alice  James,  tossed  the  talk  across  the 
table  until  we  were  in  gales  of  laughter. 

Ice-cream  grew  to  be  our  established  dessert,  and  it  often 
happened  that  a silence  fell  upon  us  just  before  this  handsome 
confection  appeared,  in  the  midst  of  which  Lizzie  Simmons 
would  remark  solemnly,  “The  ice-cream  hush!’^ 

Sometimes  one  of  us,  on  the  way  to  a large  reception  or  other 
function,  would  stop,  dressed  in  evening  dress,  and  take  dinner 
with  the  Bee.  On  such  an  occasion  Lilian  Farlow,  tall  and 
Grecian,  made  a noble  picture  and  we  all  gazed  proudly  and 
fondly  at  our  beauteous  companion.  We  commented  on  such 
parts  of  her  costume  as  struck  our  fancy.  To  remark  upon  one 
another’s  clothing  has  always  been  a prized  prerogative  of  the 
Bee.  Even  on  ordinary  occasions  we  were  apt  to  receive  a volley 
of  remarks  over  some  new  gown  or  necklace  or  way  of  doing  the 
hair,  all  of  -which  we  accepted  as  a matter  of  course. 

Long  ago  Lily  Hoppin  became  our  secretary,  “because  she 
owned  a fountain  pen  and  knew  how  to  fill  it.”  Whether  she 
was  bom  in  this  capacity  or  whether  she  was  ever  voted  for  I do 
not  know,  but  she  has  long  kept  an  account  of  our  absences  by 
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writing  in  a little  book  the  letters  for  those  of  us  who  were 
absent.  Of  anything  hke  ‘^the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting”  I 
have  never  heard. 

These  were  the  years  of  peace,  during  which  we  had  alto- 
gether forgotten  the  sound  of  the  beating  of  drums  and  the 
marching  of  feet,  when  we  had  long  known  nothing  of  the  knit- 
ting of  socks,  when  we  felt  no  special  thrill  when  we  caught 
sight  of  the  United  States  flag,  unless  perhaps  it  met  us  sud- 
denly while  we  were  travelhng  in  some  foreign  country. 

We  had  the  excitement  of  welcoming  a new  century  and  with 
it  came  the  transformation  of  a world. 

Chapter  III 
Later  Years 

This  is  the  period  of  the  small  changes  which  have  been 
creeping  in  amongst  us  — a little  deafness  here  and  there,  a 
little  halt  in  the  gait,  spectacles  on  the  nose.  Is  this  too  sad  to 
record?  No,  because  it  is  the  road  ordained  from  the  beginning, 
and  we  walk  it  together. 

Many  a time  on  a winter  evening  after  dark  I have  stood  on 
some  doorstep,  waiting  for  the  maid  to  come  and  admit  me  to  a 
Bee,  while  near  me  a hghted  vdndow  would  reveal  the  room 
inside  where  a group  of  silver  heads  were  bent  over  their  work. 
How  well  I knew  each  head  and  the  knotting  of  its  hair!  I know 
the  faces,  quiet  and  humorous,  that  belong  to  the  heads  and  I 
feel  a momentary  desire  to  pray  for  a benediction  upon  them  all. 
I know  how  it  will  seem,  a moment  later,  to  be  amongst  them, 
making  my  way  to  the  basket,  helping  myself  to  work  and  find- 
ing a seat  unassisted  while  the  chat  goes  on  undisturbed. 

The  Bee  has  never  been  exactly  a social  unit.  That  is,  a mem- 
ber of  the  Bee  may  know  as  little  about  the  daily  life  of  another 
member  as  would  be  the  case  if  one  lived  on  Brattle  Street  and 
the  other  in  China.  Yet  we  call  one  another  by  the  first  name 
and  greet  each  other  affectionately  once  a fortnight.  I maintain 
that  this  friendly  and  unsuspicious  habit  is  one  of  the  reasons 
for  the  brilliance  and  vivacity  of  the  Bee.  There  could  be  no 
assemblage  more  opposite  to  the  spirit  of  a Church  Sociable 
than  is  our  scintillating  Bee.  Is  it  a Sewing  Circle,  a dinner- 
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party,  or  a Woman^s  Club?  None  of  these.  We  are  sure  that  it 
is  unique.  We  arrive  at  any  hour  before,  or  even  during,  dinner. 
We  bow  or  shake  the  hand  of  those  already  assembled,  kiss  and 
embrace  one  or  two,  then  go  to  the  basket  which  stands  on  the 
floor.  The  newcomer  must  discover  the  basket  for  herself  and 
pick  out  a piece  of  sewing.  Then  she  goes  to  the  table  and,  after 
some  searching,  she  unearths  thread  and  needle,  taking  the 
latter  from  a red  velvet  needle-book  in  the  shape  of  a large  B. 
After  this  she  finds  a seat,  near  the  light  if  possible,  and  is  ready 
to  sew  a leisurely  seam  while  she  is  gradually  drawn  into  the 
talk,  unless  she  prefers  to  sit  perfectly  still,  a silence  which  is 
always  respected  and  no  questions  asked. 

Here  is  the  sole  record  made  in  a little  book  devoted  to  the 
‘^abs’’  by  the  secretary.  It  is  dated  1892:  “On  February  5th, 
1892,  L.  Horsford  presented  the  Bee  with  4 scissors  in  a case. 
Immediately  after  this  L.  Gage  used  the  button-hole  scissors 
for  the  first  time.”  This  is,  when  examined,  not  one  of  the  most 
important  events  in  the  history  of  the  Bee,  but  it  is  the  only 
one,  apparently,  wRich  was  considered  worth  recording.  Some 
of  our  events  have  been  indeed  memorable,  and  a short  account 
of  them  will  be  found  in  a subsequent  chapter.  These  events 
are  called  back  by  memory  alone.  They  took  place  in  the  midst 
of  our  busy  lives,  were  heartily  enjoyed,  and  then  for  a time 
they  were  forgotten.  But  later  years  have  given  them  a new 
value  as  we  look  back  and  recall  the  numerous  marked  episodes 
that  came  to  us,  because  we  were  members  of  the  Bee,  and  as 
far  as  mere  reminiscence  can  make  them  live  again  we  like  to 
picture  them  to  ourselves  afresh. 

Probably  we  shall  have  no  more  expeditions  to  distant  towns. 
These  call  for  more  physical  strength  than  is  now  ours.  I 
noticed  with  some  surprise  that  when,  this  summer,  Eleanor 
Jackson  proposed  having  a Bee  at  Beverly,  the  plan,  after  dis- 
4feCussion,  was  dropped.  Not  long  ago  how  gladly  we  should  all 
have  flocked  to  the  sea! 

It  was  during  the  nineteenth  century  that  postal  cards  came 
into  use.  At  first  we  were  somewhat  scornful  of  them,  many 
people  sniffily  declaring  that  they  should  never,  never  use  them. 
Lily  Dana  speaks,  in  her  diary,  of  her  efforts  in  collecting  the 
members  of  the  Bee  for  meetings  in  the  old  days.  We  evidently 
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gave  the  imitations  verbally,  walking  from  house  to  house  for 
the  purpose,  and  this  was  often  a somewhat  difhcult  task.  The 
Bee  soon  wisely  adopted  postal  cards  and  sent  notices,  lacon- 
ically worded,  to  announce  the  place  of  meeting,  adding 
“R.S.V.P.”  in  the  corner.  Now  and  then  the  in\itations  ’were 
sent  in  rhyme,  which  put  the  Bee  on  its  mettle  at  once  and  the 
answers  came  flying  back  in  often  very  amusing  verse. 

During  this  time  the  meetings  of  the  Bee  became  very  large. 
More  new  members  were  voted  in,  married  women  living  in 
Cambridge,  people  who  probably  never  had  heard  of  ^‘The 
Banks  Brigade.’’  Some  of  these  were  distinguished  in  some  hne 
of  accomplishment.  They  rapidly  assimilated  the  Bee  atmos- 
phere and  were  as  completely  Bees  as  if  they  had  been  found 
amongst  the  redoubtable  sixteen. 

Our  meetings  were  large  enough  to  tax  the  ingenuity  of  the 
housekeepers.  Twenty-four  people  to  be  seated  at  dinner  and 
fed  with  numerous  courses  only  caused  us  to  pull  ourselves 
together  and  make  the  event  as  beautiful  as  possible.  About 
once  a year  several  Bees  combined  to  give  a charming  luncheon 
at  the  Oakley  Country  Club,  always  in  spring  when  forsythias 
were  in  their  glory.  Sometimes  we  were  invited  to  the  Colonial 
Club  in  Cambridge  — the  basket  always  being  on  hand  as  it 
was  in  the  private  houses.  One  or  twice  we  assembled  at  a feast 
at  the  IMayflower  Club  in  Boston.  On  one  of  these  occasions 
Carrie  Brewster  and  Lizzie  Simmons,  just  returned  from  Italy, 
gave  each  of  us  a silver  Venetian  coffee  spoon.  At  the  Bruns- 
wick Hotel  too  we  made  merry  as  the  guests  of  Eleanor  Jackson 
or  Alice  Wells.  I have  still  on  my  bureau  the  Japanese  wooden 
saucer  holding  a china  cup  which  Grace  Eliot  brought  from  the 
East,  and  Lily  Hoppin’s  gifts  from  Greece  were  welcomed  wdth 
enthusiasm.  There  were  also  little  vdcker  cages  which  w*ere 
souvenirs  of  one  of  Alary  Longstreth’s  Bees,  little  cages  each 
containing  what  the  Japanese  call  a singing  bee.  They  had 
been  ordered  expressly  for  us  from  Japan  by  the  generous  Air. 
Sharp,  a member  of  Alary’s  household  of  -whom  you  shall  hear 
again,  for  after  Alary  had  died,  he  had  a Bee.  I think  it  was  the 
only  one  ever  held  by  a man. 

We  invariably  went  to  the  dinner  table  in  pairs  in  a proces- 
sion, one  Bee  inviting  another  to  walk  with  her.  No  rule  was 
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observ^ed  for  this  rite  other  than  perhaps  the  taller  one  acting  as 
gentleman.  Place-cards  were  almost  unknown  and  often  a small 
supplementary  table  was  necessary.  The  hostess  led  the  way, 
escorting  the  guest,  for  we  not  infrequently  had  an  outsider 
with  us,  or  a favorite  sister.  The  president  sat  opposite  the 
hostess  at  the  table.  It  has  been  remarked  that  the  Bee  has 
been  singularly  free  from  gossip. 

There  was  discussion  at  one  time  as  to  whether  every  one 
should  be  compelled  by  statute  to  sew  while  at  the  Bee,  but 
after  some  debate  the  matter  was  dropped,  and  happily  we  had 
amongst  us  some  who  very  seldom  touched  a needle.  These,  not 
being  in  the  habit  of  sewing  at  home,  saw  no  reason  for  doing  it 
at  the  Bee,  and  their  reposeful  attitude  and  that  of  those  who 
brought  knitting  added  to  the  general  charm  and  variety  which 
marked  our  meetings. 

I find  myseK  speaking  in  the  past  tense,  being  oppressed  by 
the  historical  consciousness,  but  these  Bee  habits  continue  still, 
though  I notice  that  more  and  more  we  are  a little  less  energetic 
about  our  work  than  formerly.  Eyes  are  grovdng  dim,  perhaps, 
or  tiredness  is  more  observable.  It  is  only  within  the  last  few 
years  that  our  festive  suppers,  or  dinners,  have  been  replaced 
by  lunches.  Going  out  in  the  evening,  for  women  of  seventy- 
six  and  seventy-nine,  is  becoming  difficult.  Our  Bee  luncheons 
are  merry  and  full  of  chat,  but  the  softening  effect  of  time  is 
gently  faffing  on  them,  and  they  are  not  as  sparkling  as  the  eve- 
ning feasts  of  old.  This  does  not  depress  us.  There  is  a sweet- 
ness and  gentle  cheer  in  the  atmosphere  that  keeps  our  meetings 
fresh  and  beautiful.  At  our  last  Bee,  in  June,  1923,  at  Grace 
Eliot’s,  fourteen  of  us  were  together  at  luncheon.  Grace  her- 
seK  was  with  us,  though  for  some  years  she  has  been  an  invahd 
and  has  not  attended  meetings  of  the  Bee. 

Now  and  then  we  enjoy  the  festivity  of  a business  meeting, 
^^purposely  call  it  a festivity,  for  it  is  usually  so  treated  by  the 
Bee  at  large.  I can  see  now  the  gleam  of  fun  in  the  eyes  of  our 
president,  Lizzie  Simmons,  as  she  took  her  place  to  preside  on 
these  occasions.  Strict  adherence  to  parliamentary  law  was 
quite  ignored.  Our  treasurer,  Ahce  Wells,  kept  us  in  touch  with 
the  needs  of  the  hospital  and  the  poor,  and  we  could  depend  on 
her  to  tell  us  how  many  nightgowns  and  surgical  towels  to  make 
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and  how  much  they  would  cost.  Gertrude  Sheffield  knew  always 
of  the  needs  of  the  Avon  Home,  where  for  many  years  she  was 
a trustee. 

The  business  meetings  of  the  Bee  were  approached  in  very 
festive  mood.  They  occurred  just  after  dinner  when,  seated  in  a 
circle  around  the  charming  living-room  of  some  large  house, 
we  were  quite  in  the  vein  to  be  flippant  and  full  of  repartee. 
After  much  discussion  of  an  irrelevant  but  most  entertaining 
kind,  some  vote  might  get  itself  passed,  and  whether  or  not  we 
acted  upon  it  in  the  future  depended  upon  the  exigencies  of  the 
moment. 

Suddenly,  on  the  first  of  August,  1914,  like  a great  tidal  wave 
unforeseen  and  dealing  destruction,  came  the  World  War, 
when  England,  France,  Russia,  and  Italy,  and  afterwards  the 
United  States,^  fought  against  Germany,  Austria,  Turkey,  and 
Bulgaria. 

After  a long  pause  the  Bee  was  again  busy  with  socks  and 
with  sewing  for  the  soldiers.  The  war  engrossed  our  thoughts 
and  energies  to  the  utmost.  It  wns  not  enough  to  sew  on  Fri- 
days, but  a series  of  morning  meetings  went  on  for  two  years, 
when  the  Bee  met  at  the  house  of  Mary  Cobb  to  make  dresses, 
aprons,  and  underclothing  for  the  Belgian  orphans  who  were 
crowding  by  the  thousand  into  France. 

Ah!  that  tragedy  of  Belgium!  It  still  reverberates  around  the 
world.  Hundreds  of  Belgians  were  driven  from  their  homes, 
leaving  little  children  behind  in  barns  and  cellars.  Children 
were  found  in  strange  places  and  were  picked  up  and  sent  to  the 
coimtries  ready  to  receive  them.  America  sent  food  to  Belgium 
even  before  she  sent  soldiers,  and  the  Bee  was  very  active,  not 
only  with  sewing,  but  vdth  its  interest  in  the  Cambridge  Branch 
of  the  Special  Aid  to  the  War  Relief,  a large  organization  of 
women  of  which  Lilian  Farlow  was  at  one  time  the  presiding 
officer. 

There  were  emergency  Bees  at  her  house,  summoned  sud- 
denly to  fill  a demand  from  the  Red  Cross  Society  for  more 
shirts  and  stockings. 

These  four  dark  years  were  the  saddest  the  world  had  ever 
known.  Cambridge  was  full  of  camps,  temporarily  built  to 
hold  the  recruited  soldiers.  One  of  these  entirely  covered  the 
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Cambridge  Common.  IMarines  were  drilling  in  front  of  the 
Widener  Library,  and  large  bodies  of  serious-faced  youths  in 
khaki  were  forever  marching  through  the  streets  of  Cambridge 
to  the  beat  of  drums.  After  many  years,  again  the  beat  of  drums! 

Our  festive  dinners  became  much  simplified  and  we  went 
back  to  repasts  hke  the  suppers  of  the  Civil  War. 

When  our  Government  called  for  a great  loan  to  be  collected 
throughout  the  country  to  defray  the  enormous  expense  of  our 
entering  the  war,  the  Bee  stepped  forward  so  generously  that 
one  day  there  came  a note  from  Lilian  Farlow  reading  as  follows : 
“Dear  Bees,  this  honor-flag  comes  to  you  as  subscribers  to 
the  Victory  Liberty  Loan,  and  I hope  you  vnll  give  it  a warm 
welcome  to  the  Bee  basket  as  well  as  to  your  hearts  and  homes.” 
I am  quite  sure  that  this  three-cornered  emblem  of  honor  will 
never  desert  the  Bee  basket  and  that  it  will  continue  to  decorate 
the  room  where  we  meet  each  fortnight  to  the  end. 

In  the  spring  of  1918  a large  procession  of  all  the  trades  and 
organizations  in  Cambridge  was  planned,  to  march  through  the 
streets  and  proclaim  the  importance  of  the  Liberty  Loan.  Lilian 
Farlow,  in  her  patriotic  zeal,  determined  that  the  Bee  should  be 
represented  in  the  procession  — the  Bee  which  had  worked  for 
soldiers  in  three  wars  and  had  knitted  socks  by  the  thousand. 
She  engaged  a large  truck  belonging  to  the  ^Manhattan  ^Market, 
and  this  she  fitted  vfith  rugs  and  easy-chairs,  making  it  like  a 
room.  In  large  letters  on  the  side  the  words  “The  Bee ” told  the 
outside  world  what  we  were.  Ten  of  us,  vdth  our  knitting,  sat 
in  the  truck  and  rode  through  the  cheering  multitudes  on  the 
curbstones.  VTienever  among  the  crowd  a veteran  of  the  Civil 
War  happened  to  be  standing,  he  gravely  saluted  with  the  mili- 
tary salute  the  suggestive  truck,  and  at  least  once  I think  his 
eyes  moistened.  Ten  of  us  white-haired  workers  enjoyed  the 
sensation  of  taking  part  in  a solemn  procession,  a somewhat 
j^urious  and  novel  experience. 

The  four  years  of  the  Great  War  passed  by.  Even  this  at 
last  was  over,  though  at  the  time  it  had  seemed  interminable. 
But  it  has  left  the  world  in  a state  of  chaos  which  in  its  turn 
seems  to  be  vdthout  visible  end.  VTiat  can  be  the  outcome  of 
the  fierce  hatred  amongst  the  nations  of  the  world,  the  strain- 
ing competition,  the  jealousy,  the  want  of  honor  and  justice? 
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A HISTORY  OF  THE  CAIMBRIDGE  BRANCH 
OF  THE  MASSACHUSETTS  INDL4N  ASSOCLATION 
FROM  1886  TO  1923 

Bt  Mrs.  James  Baer  Ames 

Read  October  28,  1924 

Early  in  1886,  IMrs.  Quinton,  President  of  the  National 
Indian  Association,  came  to  Cambridge  and  spoke  to  a good- 
sized  gathering  of  women,  of  the  suffering  and  needs  of  the 
Indians.  The  miserable  condition  of  the  Indian  women  espe- 
cially appealed  to  us.  She  told  us  that  the  Indians  were  not 
dying  out;  so  we  could  not  get  rid  of  our  responsibilities  in  that 
way.  Besides  the  appeal  to  our  sympathies  and  sense  of  duty  to 
these  suffering  and  wronged  people,  there  was  the  appeal  to 
help  the  coimtry  by  helping  to  turn  them  into  seK-respecting 
citizens  instead  of  allowing  an  ignorant,  shiftless,  lazy  popula- 
tion to  become  a sore  spot  in  the  midst  of  our  chdlization.  Soon 
after  this  meeting  we  organized  the  Cambridge  Branch  of  the 
Massachusetts  Indian  Association,  with  a constitution,  the 
second  article  of  which  reads : 

‘‘The  objects  of  this  organization  shall  be,  first,  to  strengthen 
by  every  means  in  its  power  such  a Christian  pubfic  sentiment 
as  shall . aid  our  government  in  abohshing  all  oppression  of 
Indians  within  our  national  limits,  and  in  granting  to  them  the 
same  protection  of  law  that  other  races  enjoy  among  us; 
secondly,  to  aid  in  the  educational  and  mission  work  pursued 
by  the  Massachusetts  Indian  Association.’^ 

Our  first  President  was  Mrs.  H.  O.  Houghton.  Other  valu- 
able workers  now  gone  were  jMrs.  Wilham  W.  Good'^in,  Mrs. 
J.  C.  Fisk,  Mrs.  Asa  Gray,  IMiss  Alice  Jones,  and  Mrs.  H.  N. 
Wheeler.  We  had  large  and  interesting  meetings  of  our  Execu- 
tive Committee;  we  listened  to  reports  of  various  needs  and 
activities  in  the  Indian  field,  voted  money  where  it  was  thought 
it  would  do  the  most  good,  and  planned  for  public  meetings, 
ways  of  raising  funds,  petitions  to  Congress,  the  sending  of 
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delegates  to  National  Association  Meetings,  and  other  work. 

During  all  these  years  we  gave  financial  help  to  a number  of 
different  causes:  fixst  of  all  to  Round  Valley  Mission  for  the 
salary  of  a teacher  for  the  Digger  Indians ; then  to  the  Citizen- 
ship Committee  of  Boston  to  obtain  legal  advice  for  the  Mis- 
sion Indians  of  California,  and  other  sums  to  this  same  Com- 
mittee for  its  good  work  of  obtaining  justice  for  the  Indians; 
to  Mr.  Duncan  for  his  settlement  at  Metakahtla  in  Alaska;  to 
Edward  Marsden,  also  in  Alaska,  a full  blood  Indian,  who  after 
working  hard  for  his  ovm  education,  made  a decent  Christian 
community  out  of  most  unpromising  material;  to  Wellington 
Salt,  also  an  Indian  and  missionary  to  the  Turtle  Mountain 
Indians;  we  helped  to  clothe  his  people  and  then  gave,  at  his 
request,  an  outfit  to  the  young  woman  he  was  to  marry.  We 
contributed  to  the  loan  fund  of  the  Connecticut  Branch,  and  in 
this  way  provided  a home  for  a young  Indian  couple;  for  the 
object  of  the  fund  was  to  help  the  Indians  to  build  themselves 
houses.  For  this  purpose  seven  thousand  dollars  was  loaned  in 
fourteen  years,  and  the  money  loaned  was  almost  always  paid 
back.  We  contributed  to  a library  fund,  and  to  a fund  which 
encouraged  Indian  industries.  Many  small  gifts  and  some  large 
ones  were  sent  to  many  schools  and  nnssions  and  hospitals; 
Christmas  boxes  and  barrels  have  also  helped  to  clothe  and 
cheer  Indians  in  many  places.  One  of  the  most  cheering  gifts  to 
us  and  to  the  recipients  was  that  of  band  instruments  to  the 
school  at  Standing  Rock;  it  brought  letters  not  only  from  the 
Superintendent  but  from  over  fifty  school  children,  who  were 
filled  with  joy  and  excitement  at  the  arrival  of  the  gift.  Another 
joyful  gift  was  that  of  a magic  lantern  to  a school  in  Arizona. 

Help  was  given  to  individual  Indians.  Two  yoimg  men  were 
given  a chance  to  get  an  education,  one  at  Hampton,  one  at  an 
eastern  college;  and  two  Indian  girls  were  sent  to  high  school 
in  Boston.  In  the  letter  which  decided  us  to  give  this  help,  one 
of  the  girls  wrote:  We  are  dying  for  a higher  education  and  we 
would  jump  at  any  such  opportunity  that  might  open  to  us  as 
you  suggest.”  The  same  spirit  was  shown  by  the  poor  tribe  of 
Hualapai  Indians  who  said  they  would  give  up  their  rations  if 
they  could  have  a school.  They  got  their  school,  and  our  help. 

We  became  much  interested  in  three  women  workers,  all  of 
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whom  came  at  different  times  to  tell  us  of  their  work.  We  were 
impressed  by  the  character  and  personality  of  all  three  and 
glad  to  help  them.  jMiss  !Mary  Colhns  had  worked  twenty-one 
years  among  the  Sioux;  she  had  found  the  women  adaptable 
and  ready  to  learn  right  ways  of  h\dng,  and  all  easily  reached  by 
high  and  noble  influences  if  they  could  have  good  agents, 
teachers,  and  neighbors.  She  had  become  convinced  that  the 
problem  is  not  so  much  what  to  do  vdth  the  red  man  as  what 
to  do  with  the  wRite  man.  She  trusted  her  Indians  entirely, 
and  they  watched  over  her;  h\dng  alone  among  them  she  knew 
that  she  was  safe,  and  that  if  her  neighbors  did  not  see  the 
smoke  come  from  her  chimney  in  the  morning  some  one  would 
come  in  to  see  what  was  the  matter.  She  told  of  her  visits  to 
people  vvRo  were  both  sick  and  hungry  but  bore  their  sufferings 
patiently  and  bravely.  Reahzing  the  need  of  proper  care  for 
these  patients,  she  raised  money  enough  to  start  and  carry  on 
a hospital  among  her  Indians  at  Fort  Yates,  North  Dakota. 

Miss  Grace  Howard  was  a young  woman  wRo  had  a mission 
in  South  Dakota,  a quarter  of  a mile  from  any  neighbor;  she 
gave  work  on  her  place  to  Indian  men  and  girls,  and  taught 
them  many  things.  YRen  she  arrived  at  the  house  in  Cam- 
bridge where  she  was  going  to  speak,  she  said,  “1  have  lived 
alone  for  years  with  the  Indians  and  have  never  been  frightened 
imtil  now  when  I came  out  in  an  electric  car.’’ 

Miss  Thackara  was  the  third  of  these  guests.  She  was  Super- 
intendent of  a hospital  at  Fort  Defiance,  Arizona.  Faithful, 
devoted,  capable,  tactful,  but  overworked,  as  aU  good  Indian 
workers  are,  we  found  her  needing  and  deserving  all  the  help 
we  could  give  her,  and  for  many  years  we  sent  her  an  annual 
contribution.  Like  Miss  Collins  she  found  she  could  deal  better 
with  her  patients  in  the  hospital  than  in  their  homes,  not  only 
on  account  of  the  greater  convenience,  but  because  it  was  the 
«^only  way  to  get  them  away  from  the  influence  of  the  medicine 
men. 

For  many  years  we  helped  Miss  Sybil  Carter,  both  by  gi\fing 
money  directly  for  the  lace  industry  she  had  started  among  the 
Indian  w^omen  of  Minnesota  and  by  selling  her  really  beautiful 
laces  at  our  fairs.  This  work  gave  these  women  the  means  of 
earning  a hving  and  also  taught  them  clean  habits,  for  every- 
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thing  about  a lace  maker  must  be  clean  if  the  lace  is  to  be 
salable. 

One  of  our  early  interests  was  the  band  of  Apache  prisoners 
who  had  been  placed  in  the  Mt.  Vernon  barracks  in  Alabama, 
where  they  were  well  treated  but  had  nothing  to  occupy  them. 
An  officer  was  put  in  charge,  who  soon  found  work  of  various 
kinds  for  the  men  and  w^as  able  to  disprove  the  charge  that  the 
Indian  is  lazy.  The  ^Massachusetts  Association  turned  its  atten- 
tion to  the  women  and  children,  and  with  the  help  of  our 
branch  paid  the  salary  of  two  teachers. 

Part  of  our  work  was  trying  to  interest  the  people  of  Cam- 
bridge in  the  welfare  of  the  Indians.  For  this  purpose  we  held 
public  meetings,  and  among  our  speakers  were  General  Arm- 
strong of  Hampton;  General  Crook,  who  had  fought  the 
Indians,  knew  them  well  and  believed  in  their  capacity  for  edu- 
cation and  civilization;  Mr.  Herbert  Welsh  of  the  Indian  Eights 
Association;  Bishop  Hare;  Lyman  Abbott;  and  Edward  Everett 
Hale.  Dr.  Sheldon  Jackson  interested  i;s  in  his  plan  for  intro- 
ducing reindeer  into  Alaska  for  the  use  of  the  natives.  It  is  a 
pleasure  to  know  that  w^e  gave  money  to  start  the  herd  which 
has  now  grown  to  be  a great  help  to  these  Indians.  Air.  Duncan 
told  us  a wonderful  story  of  the  taming  of  a savage  tribe  in 
British  Columbia  and  of  bringing  them  to  Alaska,  where  he 
settled  them  in  the  village  of  Metakahtla  and  set  them  to  Avork 
cajining  salmon. 

Year  after  year  we  tried  to  help  the  schools  by  sending 
periodicals.  The  Youth’s  Companion  and  Our  Dumb  Animals 
were  favorites,  and  Black  Beauty  taught  the  children  to  have 
sympathy  with  animals.  Our  so-called  Leaflet  Committee  had 
charge  of  this  work. 

In  1893  we  became  interested  in  Field  Alatrons,  and  wrote 
letters  to  several  whose  names  had  been  given  us.  One  of  the 
answ’ers,  from  Aliss  Raymond,  at  Jewett,  New  Alexico,  inter- 
ested us  so  much  by  the  description  of  conditions  among  the 
Navajos  and  their  need  of  tools  to  dig  irrigation  ditches  that  we 
decided  to  help;  and  thus  began  a correspondence  and  a work 
for  us  which  lasted  more  than  twenty  years.  The  work  of  the 
Field  Alatrons  is  supposed  to  be  among  the  Indian  women;  they 
are  to  visit  the  homes  and  teach  all  that  pertains  to  home- 
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making  and  the  care  of  the  sick,  of  little  children,  and  of  domes- 
tic animals.  But  conditions  of  living  among  the  Nava j os  were 
crude,  and  the  one  doctor  for  20,000  people  was  far  away;  so 
Miss  Raymond  and  her  helper,  Mrs.  Eldridge,  had  other  work 
to  do.  They  gave  out  medicines,  and  helped  the  men  as  well 
as  the  women.  One  of  them  wrote  of  the  work  as  being  that  of 
a mother,  teacher,  adviser,  and  general  helper  to  every  Indian 
who  is  in  need  of  care,  instruction,  advice,  or  help  of  any  kind. 
If  there  is  any  work  you  think  of  that  would  not  come  under 
any  of  these  heads,  that  also  is  Field  Matron’s  work.”  The 
salaries  of  these  women  were  small,  and  many  things  were 
needed  for  their  work  besides  the  scanty  and  tardy  supplies 
from  Government,  and  so  we  had  opportunities  to  help  in  vari- 
ous ways  and  were  glad  to  do  so,  for  what  we  heard  of  these 
workers  filled  us  vdth  admiration  for  their  energy,  courage, 
perseverance,  and  disregard  of  personal  comfort.  MTien  Miss 
Raymond  first  wrote,  very  few  of  the  Navajos  had  houses,  only 
those  who  controlled  a spring  wfith  which  they  could  irrigate  a 
piece  of  land  and  raise  enough  wheat  and  corn  to  live  through 
the  winter  on.  The  others  had  to  move  about  with  their  goats 
and  sheep  wherever  they  could  find  food  and  -water,  and  they 
had  only  rude  hogans  to  live  in;  these  are  rude  log  structures 
-with  no  -window^s,  an  opening  for  a door,  which  can  be  closed 
-with  a blanket,  no  floor  but  the  earth,  sheep  skins  on  the  floor 
to  sit  on  by  day  and  sleep  on  at  night,  and  a hole  in  the  roof 
through  which  some  of  the  smoke  escapes.  She  found  some  men 
who  were  tr^dng  hard  to  make  ditches,  had  horses,  but  no  plows 
or  scrapers,  and  insufficient  shovels.  We  gave  her  $75  to  buy 
tools,  and  the  Indians  used  these  to  such  good  advantage  that 
not  long  after  we  gave  S250  to  enable  them  to  make  a suitable 
ditch.  A number  of  Indian  families  settled  on  the  land  that  it 
irrigated.  They  built  houses,  cultivated  the  land,  and  raised 
^enough  produce  every  year  for  their  owm  use  with  a quantity 
left  over  to  sell;  and  in  years  of  drought  they  were  able  to  help 
the  less  fortunate  Indians  on  the  dry  lands.  Mrs.  Eldridge,  who 
succeeded  Miss  Raymond  as  Field  Matron  after  the  latter’s 
death,  never  tired  of  praising  the  industry  of  the  men  under 
the  ditch” ; she  compared  them  favorably  vflth  white  men  doing 
the  same  work,  and  was  enthusiastic  over  the  crops  they  raised. 
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There  was  almost  nothing  she  would  not  do  for  her  Nava j os. 
At  the  request  of  the  men  of  the  Cambridge  Ditch,  she  di\dded 
the  ditch  into  sections  and  gave  to  each  his  amount  of  work  to 
do.  TMien  they  had  raised  a sufficient  amount  of  cane,  she 
begged  us  for  a sorghum  mill,  set  it  up  when  it  came,  and  taught 
the  men  to  use  it;  for,  as  she  said,  ‘‘Sorghum  making  is  one  of 
my  accomplishments.”  This  provided  these  people  with  a 
quantity  of  good  molasses.  She  taught  them  how  to  farm,  got 
seeds  to  distribute  among  them,  distributed  medicines  and  food 
when  needed,  visited  their  sick,  and  gave  comfort  and  courage 
to  the  bereaved.  To  get  to  the  distant  camps  on  her  errands  of 
mercy,  she  would  often  have  to  camp  out  at  night  alone  with 
her  horses.  The  Mission  at  Two  Gray  Hills,  seventy  miles 
away,  was  under  her  jurisdiction;  if  supplies  gave  out  there  or 
anything  needed  attention,  she  would  start  out  with  her  heavy 
wagon  and  pair,  carrying  a load  of  groceries  if  needed.  Later, 
when  the  heart  trouble  she  had  long  suffered  from  became  acute, 
she  asked  for  a light  wagon  with  which  she  could  make  the  long 
journey  in  one  day.  This  we  were  able  to  give  her. 

After  the  men  had  fenced  the  land  under  the  Cambridge 
Ditch,  they  came  to  Airs.  Eldridge  to  know  whom  they  should 
marry.  They  wanted  vdves  who  would  work  like  American 
women.  This  made  her  see  that  the  time  had  come  to  teach  the 
women  to  sew,  to  bake,  iron,  scrub,  dust,  etc.  So  an  Industrial 
Room  was  built  at  Jewett  under  the  auspices  of  the  Indian 
Industries  League ; and  furnished  with  sewing  machines,  a knit- 
ting machine,  and  other  conveniences.  A hospital  was  also 
built  there  by  the  New  York  Association,  and  furnished  by 
Cambridge.  After  a while  it  was  given  into  our  charge.  We 
had  the  control,  paid  a nurse,  fenced  the  grounds,  gave  medi- 
cines, and  helped  in  other  ways,  vdth  Airs.  Eldridge  as  guiding 
spirit.  Besides  all  her  work  vfith  the  Indians  she  was  all  the 
time  fighting  for  the  rights  of  her  people  against  the  white  men 
in  the  neighborhood.  In  a letter  to  us  she  describes  the  char- 
acter of  her  white  neighbors  and  then  says:  “You  can  see  how 
hard  it  is  to  get  any  hold  on  these  people  [the  Navajos]  while 
surrounded  by  such  white  people.  They  say  to  us,  ‘You  are 
true,  you  tell  us  no  lie,  you  help  us,  we  believe  in  you,  but  you 
tell  us  we  must  not  steal,  nor  lie,  nor  gamble;  why  do  white 
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people  do  these  things?  They  have  known  about  God,  still 
they  do  things  we  wouldn’t  do,  and  we  have  never  known  about 
God.’  ” 

The  cases  of  material  wrong  done  the  Indians  were  many. 
They  had  no  rights  that  the  white  men  felt  bound  to  respect ; by 
force  or  fraud  the  latter  would  get  hold  of  the  land  they  coveted, 
and  the  Indians  would  be  driven  out  and  often  beaten  if  they 
resisted.  In  fighting  these  wrongs  Mrs.  Eldridge  incurred  the 
hostility  of  the  white  men  and  at  times  was  in  danger  of  her  life, 
but  she  never  showed  any  fear.  Finally  she  appealed  to  the 
Indian  Rights  Association  and  with  the  help  of  their  lawyer  got 
allotments  for  the  Indians  in  spite  of  the  strenuous  opposition 
of  the  stockmen. 

To  the  Indians  she  was  kind  but  firm.  One  of  them  said, 
“She  is  a strong  determined  woman,  and  will  not  let  you  off 
unless  you  do  the  right  thing,  for  she  knows  what  is  right  and 
is  not  afraid  of  anyone.” 

Their  name  for  her  in  the  Navajo  language  means  “Elder 
Sister.” 

We  of  the  Cambridge  Association  tried  hard  to  supply  the 
funds  for  her  work,  but  many  years  there  would  be  droughts 
followed  by  famine.  The  sheep,  cattle,  and  horses  would  die. 
Other  years  there  would  be  epidemics  of  disease.  Mrs.  Eldridge 
would  spend  all  she  could  get  on  her  suffering  people,  all  she 
had  herself,  and  then  would  get  into  debt  to  help  them,  and 
debt  was  a thing  of  which  she  had  a horror.  But  a deeply 
religious  spirit  and  the  love  for  her  Navajos  sustained  her.  After 
a while  the  buildings  at  Jewett  were  given  over  to  a ?vIissionary 
Society,  and,  in  1905,  after  much  trouble  with  the  agent,  who 
proved  very  antagonistic  and  was  corrupt,  Mrs.  Eldridge 
moved  off  the  Reseiwation.  We  built  her,  with  the  help  of  the 
Connecticut  Association,  a little  house  just  on  the  other  side  of 
^the  San  Juan  River,  and  supported  her  there.  On  account  of 
ill  health  she  could  no  longer  take  her  long  journeys  to  the 
Indians,  but  they  came  to  her  and  she  took  in  and  cared  for 
their  sick.  The  last  summer  that  she  was  at  the  IMary  Fisk 
Home,  as  we  called  our  place  there,  she  wrote  of  having  sick 
people  on  the  front  and  back  porches  and  in  four  tents.  No 
wonder  her  feet  were  so  sore  she  could  hardly  get  round.  There 
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was  a good  doctor  not  far  away  and  she  had  a good  knowledge 
of  medicines  and  of  the  care  of  the  sick  herself,  so  that  her 
patients  ahnost  always  recovered.  But  to  the  end  she  was 
troubled  by  the  belief  of  the  people  in  their  medicine  men.  She 
wondered  if  she  ought  to  take  in  these  people  after  they  had 
been  sung  over,  sometimes  for  months,  by  these  men  before 
they  came  to  her  as  a last  resort;  she  thought  it  was  time  they 
got  over  their  foolish  superstitions. 

She  took  one  year  away  from  the  Fisk  Home  because  a call 
she  could  not  resist  came  to  her  to  help  some  Indians  litdng  in 
the  mountains.  There,  in  Ware’s  Camp,  alone  with  these  people 
sho lived  through  many  cold  days  and  nights  in  a tent;  while  at 
the  Fisk  Home  her  place  was  taken  by  a substitute. 

In  1915  failing  health  compelled  Airs.  Eldridge  to  give  up 
the  work,  and  Fisk  Home  is  now  in  charge  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  of  New  ^Mexico,  to  whom  it  was  given  by  our  Cambridge 
Branch.  We  still  helped  the  Navajos  after  -Mrs.  Eldridge  left. 
For  nearly  a year  we  paid  a young  woman  to  look  after  their 
interests;  and  we  raised  money  for  them  when  floods  and 
influenza  caused  devastation  among  them. 

After  the  war  started  it  was  hard  to  keep  alive  the  interest 
in  Indian  work,  and  since  then  it  has  seemed  impossible  to 
revive  it;  but  a few  of  us  kept  on  and  did  what  we  could.  We 
got  in  touch  vith  the  Shivwits  iMission  in  Utah,  and  helped 
care  for  the  poor,  hungry,  ill-clad  Indians  there.  We  gave  to  the 
Indian  Bights  Association,  to  two  Hospitals  for  Indians,  and  to 
a Mission  started  in  ^Montana  for  the  Rocky  Boy  Band  of 
Chippewas  by  the  National  Indian  Association.  Besides  giving 
money  we  helped  this  Mission  by  sending  for  several  years 
gifts  of  warm  clothing  at  Christmas  time.  We  also  helped  pay 
the  expenses  of  a Y.  ]M.  C.  A.  worker  who  did  field  work  among 
the  Indian  young  men  and  boys.  One  of  the  successful  workers 
in  this  field  was  Isaac  Greyearth,  an  Indian. 

At  last  our  numbers  grew  so  very  few  that  in  November,  1923, 
the  Cambridge  Branch  was  dissolved,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that 
there  is  still  much  work  to  be  done  for  the  Indians  in  many 
parts  of  the  United  States. 
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THE  BEGINNING  OF  THE  FIRST  PARISH 
IN  CAMBRIDGE 

By  Hollis  Russell  Bailey 

Mr.  Bailey’s  paper  was  not  read  before  the  Society;  it  is  here 
inserted  as  a complement  to  his  paper  “The  Beginning  of  the  First 
Church  in  Cambridge”  which  was  read  on  April  27,  1915,  and  was 
published  in  Volume  10  of  the  Proceedings. 

The  First  Church  in  Cambridge  began  in  October  1633. 
(See  Proceedings  Cambridge  Historical  Society,  vol.  10.) 

The  First  Parish  in  Cambridge  began  in  October  1733,  as 
hereinafter  shown.  Prior  to  October  1733,  the  parochial  affairs 
of  Cambridge  were  dealt  with  in  town  meetings.  The  town 
records  show  the  following: 

18,  12,  49.  Voted  that  the  meeting-house  shall  be  repaird  with  a 
four-square  roof  and  covered  with  shingle,  the  charges  to  be  levied 
upon  the  inhabitants. 

11th  (1)  Mo.  165-f.  Voted  to  desist  from  repairing  and  to  build  a 
new  meeting-house  about  40  feet  square.  The  new  meeting-house  is  to 
stand  on  watch  house  hill. 

10th  9th  mo.  1656.  Voted  that  the  constables  take  effectual  care 
for  the  repairs  of  the  meetinghouse  and  school  house. 

18  (12)  58.  Voted  that  the  Elders,  Deacons  & Selectmen  for  the 
time  being  shall  regulate  the  seating  of  persons  in  the  meeting-house. 

Nov.  20th,  1665.  At  a meeting  of  the  Selectmen  ordered  that  the 
constables  make  a convenient  horse  block  at  the  meeting-house  and 
get  the  door  and  windows  and  roof  repaired. 

12th  November  1666.  At  a meeting  of  Selectmen  — The  Con- 
stables were  ordered  to  repair  the  glass  about  the  meeting-house  and 
to  get  the  “pinning”  mended. 

20th  of  March  166i.  The  Town  meeting.  Voted  that  Rev.  Mr. 
Mitchel  be  granted  a tree  for  a “sider  presse.” 

5 (5)  1669.  There  was  a town  meeting  to  consider  of  supply  for  the 
ministry,  and  a committee  was  appointed  to  purchase  or  build  a 
parsonage. 
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From  1644  to  1655,  Cambridge  included  the  whole  areas  of 
what  are  now  Brighton  and  Newton  on  the  south  side  of  Charles 
River  and  the  whole  or  large  parts  of  what  are  now  Arlington, 
Lexington,  Bedford,  and  Billerica. 

In  1655  the  parts  beyond  Lexington  were  cut  off.  In  1688 
Newton,  which  had  been  known  as  Cambridge  Village  and 
sometimes  as  New  Cambridge,  was  made  an  independent 
township  under  the  name  of  Newtown.  The  Lexington  area  was 
known  as  ‘^Cambridge  Farms. The  establishment  of  a church 
there  in  1696  was  preliminary  to  separation,  and  in  1713  Cam- 
bridge Farms  became  a distinct  town  by  the  name  of  Lexington. 

After  1732  Menotomy  was  a separate  Parish  until  1807,  when 
it  was  incorporated  as  a town  under  the  title  West  Cambridge, 
later  changed  to  xVrlington. 

In  October  1733  the  First  Parish  in  Cambridge  consisted  of 
the  remaining  part  of  Cambridge,  including  the  territory  on  the 
south  side  of  the  river,  now  called  Brighton. 

In  1733  Cambridge  was  a part  of  the  Province  of  Massa- 
chusetts Bay  and  was  more  or  less  under  the  control  of  a Royal 
Governor  appointed  by  the  Crown.  The  General  Court  or 
Legislature  continued  to  function  and  various  laws  were  enacted 
which  were  usually  in  force  for  limited  periods. 

By  Province  Law,  1692,  c.  26,  it  was  provided  that  the  min- 
ister in  a town  was  to  be  chosen  by  the  major  part  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  town  in  a town  meeting  duly  called.  By  another 
Province  Law,  St.  1692,  c.  46,  it  was  provided  that  a church  in 
any  town  that  should  be  in  want  of  a minister  should  have 
power  to  choose  one.  It  was  further  pro\dded  that  the  major 
part  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  who  usually  attended  on 
the  public  worship  of  God  and  were  duly  qualified  to  vote  on 
town  affairs  should  concur  with  the  church’s  act,  and  this  being 
done,  the  person  so  elected  and  approved  should  be  the  min- 
uter. It  was  added  that  the  taxpayers  should  be  hable  for  the 
support  of  the  minister. 

In  the  beginning,  territorial  parishes  were  called  precincts 
and  the  First  Parish  in  Cambridge  for  many  years  usually  called 
itself  a precinct.  In  1765  it  finally  dropped  the  name  precinct 
and  has  ever  since  called  itself  the  First  Parish  in  Cambridge. 
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In  the  Pro\ince  Law,  St.  1694,  c.  2,  it  is  pro\4ded  that  asses- 
sors may  be  chosen  in  each  town  or  precinct. 

In  St.  1694,  c.  15,  mention  is  made  of  towns,  villages,  pre- 
cincts and  Proprietors  of  undivided  lands  and  they  are  given 
power  to  sue  and  be  sued. 

In  St.  1695,  c.  8,  it  was  pro\dded  as  to  what  should  be  done  in 
case  the  voters  of  the  town  refused  to  approve  the  choice  of  a 
minister  made  by  the  church. 

When  a minister  was  finally  chosen  who  accepted  the  call,  he 
became  the  minister  of  the  tovni  or  precinct  and  the  inhabitants 
of  the  town  became  liable  for  his  support. 

Precincts  were  evidently  being  created  prior  to  1733,  for  we 
find  precincts  mentioned  in  several  Province  Laws  in  1696  and 
1697. 

In  1702  we  find  a Province  Law,  St.  1702,  c.  10,  which  states 
that  the  inhabitants  of  each  district  or  precinct  regularly  set  off 
from  any  town  shall  have  power  to  appoint  a clerk  and  also  to 
appoint  assessors  and  raise  money  for  the  support  of  the  min- 
ister of  such  district  or  precinct. 

If  precinct  officers  were  not  chosen,  or  failed  to  act,  the  select- 
men of  the  town  whence  such  precinct  was  set  off  were  required 
to  assess  the  inhabitants  of  the  district  or  precinct  and  raise  the 
sum  agreed  upon  for  the  maintenance  of  the  minister  thereof. 

In  1718  we  find  more  explicit  provision  made  for  the  creation 
of  parishes  or  precincts. 

St.  1718,  c.  1,  provides  that  when  the  major  part  of  the 
inhabitants  of  any  precinct  or  district  shall  agree  to  build,  fin- 
ish or  repair  a public  meetinghouse  or  shall  agree  as  to  the  rais- 
ing of  money  for  the  support  of  the  w'orship  of  God  the  assessors 
of  such  precinct  or  district  shall  be  empowered  to  assess  and 
raise  the  same. 

The  statute  also  provides  that  in  all  towms  where  there  are 
one  or  more  precincts  regularl}"  set  off  the  remaining  part  of  the 
town  shall  be  deemed  and  constituted  an  entire  district,  parish, 
or  precinct  which  shall  be  the  first  or  principal  of  the  town,  and 
the  inhabitants  shall  have  full  power  to  choose  a committee  for 
the  management  of  all  affairs  relating  to  the  support  of  the 
public  worship  of  God,  and  shall  have  power  to  choose  all 
necessary  and  proper  officers  for  said  precinct,  parish,  or  district. 
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This  statute  in  a certain  sense  created  the  First  Parish  in 
Cambridge  but,  as  we  shall  see,  the  inhabitants  of  this  part  of 
Cambridge  did  not  organize  and  act  as  a parish  or  precinct 
imtil  1733. 

One  reason  why  no  action  was  taken  under  this  act  of  1718 
may  have  been  that  its  provisions  were  somewhat  general,  not 
to  say  vague. 

In  1723,  being  the  tenth  year  of  the  reign  of  George  the  First, 
we  have  an  additional  statute,  St.  1723,  c.  14,  which  states  in 
detail  just  how  a parish  or  precinct  might  be  organized  and  how 
it  could  act.  It  is  under  the  provisions  of  this  statute  that  the 
inhabitants  of  Cambridge  in  1733  organized  the  First  Parish  in 
Cambridge. 

Five  of  the  freeholders,  viz.,  Amos  Marrett,  James  Read, 
Nathl.  Hancock,  Joseph  Hicks,  and  Stephen  Palmer,  prepared 
and  signed  a request  addressed  to  William  Brattle,  a justice  of 
the  peace,  asking  him  to  call  a meeting  and  issue  a warrant 
for  the  assembling  of  the  precinct  or  parish  and  to  direct 
one  of  the  freeholders  to  notify  all  the  freeholders  and  other 
inhabitants  quahfied  to  vote  in  town  affairs  of  the  time  and 
place  of  the  meeting.  The  notice  was  to  be  given  by  posting 
in  some  public  place  or  places  within  the  precinct  or  parish 
fourteen  days  before  the  day  appointed  for  the  meeting,  which 
was  to  be  held  May  28,  1733. 

Such  of  the  freeholders  and  other  inhabitants  as  should 
assemble  were  given  full  power  to  act  by  a major  vote.  The 
meeting  was  to  choose  a moderator  and  a clerk,  who  should  be 
sworn.  A committee  was  to  be  chosen  to  call  meetings  for  the 
future.  No  affairs  were  to  be  transacted  except  such  as  were 
expressed  in  the  warrant  for  such  meeting. 

Jonathan  Remington,  Esq.,  was  chosen  moderator  and  SamJ 
Whittemore  was  chosen  clerk.  It  was  then  voted  to  adjourn  to 
June  5,  1733. 

Nothing  further  appears  to  have  been  done  and  in  October 
1733  proceedings  were  begun  de  novo  and  a parish  or  pre- 
cinct meeting  was  held  November  13,  1733.  Officers  were 
chosen  and  the  other  business  stated  in  the  warrant  was  trans- 
acted and  the  Prudential  Committee  was  authorized  to  call 
future  meetings. 
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Since  October  1733  there  has  been  an  unbroken  succession  of 
parish  meetings  in  the  First  Parish  in  Cambridge.  The  original 
records  of  these  parish  meetings  are  still  extant.  The  first 
three  books  have  no  covers  and  are  very  much  worn.  A copy  in 
a bound  volume  has  been  made  of  these  books.  All  the  later 
records  are  in  bound  volumes  in  good  condition.  For  some  years 
one  volume  was  missing  but  that  was  finally  found  and  the 
record  of  the  Parish  meetings  is  complete. 

Since  1733  the  territory  of  the  Parish  has  been  considerably 
curtailed.  In  1779  the  territory  remaining  on  the  south  side  of 
the  Charles  River  became  a separate  Parish,  known  as  the 
Third  Parish  or  Little  Cambridge.  This  Parish  became  a 
separate  tovm  in  1807  under  the  name  of  Brighton. 

The  Rev.  Nathaniel  Appleton  was  the  minister  of  the  Church 
and  Parish  in  1733  and  continued  until  1784,  when  he  com- 
pleted a pastorate  of  sixty-seven  years. 

In  1869  a law  (St.  1869,  c.  346)  w’as  passed,  making  non- 
residents eligible  for  membership  in  territorial  parishes.  It  was 
also  enacted  that  women  could  be  members  of  a Parish. 

In  1897,  by  statute  (now  Gen.  Laws  c.  67,  sec.  18),  the  indi- 
vidual liability  of  Parish  members  for  debts  of  the  Parish  was 
done  away  with.  Territorial  Parishes  by  St.  1786,  c.  10,  were 
made  corporations. 

The  powers  of  a territorial  parish  are  quite  limited. 

In  Dillingham  v.  Snow,  5 IMass.  547,  553  (1809)  Parsons,  C.  J. 
says : 

‘^Parishes  are  incorporated  with  a very  few  powers  and  duties. 
They  were  authorized  and  obliged  to  elect  and  support  some 
protestant  public  teacher  of  piety,  religion  and  morality;  they 
may  erect  houses  for  public  worship  and  may  have  parsonages. 
To  defray  the  expenses  arising  from  the  execution  of  these 
powers,  they  may  raise  money,  by  assessing  it  on  the  polls  and 
estates  of  the  inhabitants,  and  by  collecting  it,  for  which  pur- 
pose the  parish  collector  is  invested  with  authority  to  compel 
payment.’^ 

The  legal  status  of  the  colonial  churches  was  quite  different. 

In  Burr  v.  The  First  Parish  in  Sandwich,  9 jMass.  297  (1812) 
Parsons,  C.  J.  says: 

‘^Now  a parish  and  church  are  bodies  with  different  powers. 


dQ 


;a  inr.r.AO  3HT  - 

' ''i: ■;.■.■  •■  ‘‘■  0 s')/ii3 

' i..  • q 

•'  ■ • ■.  ; M'  'tT. 

rto'/  iiHutxf 


• -^1 

dfT 


xt.-- 


BAILEY;  FIKST  PARISH  IN  CAJMBRIDGE 


97 


A regularly  gathered  congregational  church  is  composed  of  a 
number  of  persons  associated  by  a covenant  or  agreement  of 
church  fellowship,  principally  for  the  purposes  of  celebrating 
the  rights  [rites?]  of  the  supper  and  of  baptism.  They  elect 
deacons;  and  the  minister  is  also  admitted  a member.  The 
deacons  are  made  a corporation  to  hold  property  for  the  use  of 
the  church,  and  they  are  accountable  to  the  members.  The 
members  of  the  church  are  generally  inhabitants  of  the  parish; 
but  this  inhabitancy  is  not  a necessary  qualification  for  a 
church  member.’’ 

The  towm  of  Cambridge  began  in  1630.  A meetinghouse  was 
built  in  1632.  There  is  no  record  of  any  organization  of  a church 
until  October  1633,  when  the  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker  came  to 
New  Town  and  was  installed  as  minister. 

The  three  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  beginning  of  the 
town  is  to  be  celebrated  in  1930.  The  question  now  arises  as  to 
when  the  tercentenary  of  the  church  should  be  commemorated. 
It  has  been  claimed  that  the  church  began  in  1632  when  the 
meetinghouse  was  built.  But  the  meetinghouse  was  for  town 
meetings  as  well  as  for  religious  worship. 

The  church  must  wait,  we  think,  until  1933  before  it  has  its 
three  hundredth  anniversary  celebration. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY 
AND  OF  THE  COUNCIL,  1922-23 

The  Society  at  its  annual  meeting  in  October  1922  voted  to 
amend  the  by-laws  so  that  the  annual  meeting  should  there- 
after be  held  in  January  — a change  which  much  simplifies  the 
accounts,  records,  annual  publications,  etc.  The  immediate 
result,  however,  was  to  give  the  Society  one  ‘^year’^  of  existence 
containing  fifteen  months  — an  extension  of  time  before  w'hich 
daylight  saving  pales.  The  annual’’  reports  for  the  present 
meeting,  therefore,  cover  this  period  of  fifteen  months. 

During  that  time  the  regular  meetings  have  gone  regularly 
forward.  That  for  October  31,  1922  (being  the  last  annual 
meeting  in  October)  was  held  at  the  residence  of  Mrs.  Thomas 
R.  W atson,  75  Appleton  Street.  The  usual  reports  were  read 
and  accepted.  The  treasurer  showed  a balance  on  hand  of 
nearly  two  thousand  dollars,  an  accumulation  due  to  the  long 
delay  in  printing  the  annual  proceedings.  The  old  officers  were 
mostly  reelected.  Mr.  William  C.  Lane  was  elected  third  vice- 
president  in  place  of  Henry  H.  Edes,  deceased,  and  his  place  on 
the  Coimcil  was  filled  by  Joseph  H.  Beale,  Esq.  A report  was 
received  from  ]\Iiss  Lois  L.  Howe  concerning  the  old  Court 
House  on  Palmer  Street,  which  seems  to  be  in  a such  hopelessly 
modernized  condition  that  no  effort  to  preserve  it  would  be 
worth  considering.  A minute  w*as  adopted  on  the  death  of 
Henry  H.  Edes,  one  of  the  founders  and  long  the  Treasurer  of 
the  Society.  The  by-laws  were  amended  as  already  stated. 
The  address  of  the  evening  was  delivered  by  Dr.  Henry  P. 
Walcott  who  spoke  extempore  on  ^^Some  Old  Physicians  of 
Cambridge.” 

The  winter  meeting  was  held  January  30,  1923,  at  the  house 
of  Robert  Walcott,  Esq.,  38  Hubbard  Park.  No  business  of 
importance  was  transacted.  The  papers  were  by  the  Honorable 
Charles  Ahny  who  spoke  on  ^^The  History  of  the  Third  District 
Court  of  Eastern  Middlesex,”  and  Professor  J.  B.  Woodworth 
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who  spoke  on  ‘^The  Origin  and  Nature  of  the  Old  Grave  Stones 
of  the  Cambridge  Burial  Yard.’’ 

The  spring  meeting  was  held  on  April  24,  1923,  at  the  historic 
Orne  house,  now  “ Havenhurst,”  the  residence  of  William  A. 
Hayes,  Esq.,  396  ]\It.  Auburn  Street.  Mr.  Hayes  read  a paper 
bn  “The  Riflemen  in  Cambridge  in  1775”  and  exhibited  speci- 
mens of  old  rifles  and  muskets  from  his  collection  of  arms.  The 
President  announced  the  death  of  Susanna  Willard,  one  of  the 
originators  of  the  Society  and  a charter  member. 

The  autumn  meeting  was  held  October  30,  1923,  at  the  house 
of  Clarence  H.  Blackall,  Esq.,  16  Chauncy  Street.  The  Presi- 
dent announced  the  death  of  William  R.  Thayer,  formerly 
President  of  the  Society.  Mrs.  Gozzaldi  read  an  obituary  notice 
of  Miss  Willard.  The  Secretary  read  a paper  on  “The  Army 
Organization  and  Policy  of  1775,”  and  Air.  Thomas  F.  O’AIalley 
read  a paper  on  “Gallows  Hill,  the  Ancient  Place  of  Execution.” 
Since  the  last  annual  meeting  the  following  new  members 
have  been  elected : 

Christina  Hopkinson  Baker 
Jessie  Waterman  Brooks 
Harry  Francis  Roby  Dolan 
Lois  Lilley  Howe 
AIargaret  Weyerhauser  Jewett 
Emma  Endicott  Marean 
Thomas  Francis  O’AIalley 
Willard  Reed 
Samuel  Williston 

The  Society  has  lost  by  death  or  resignation : 

Jabez  Fox 

Eugenia  Brooks  Frothingham 
Clara  Howe 

Herbert  Alden  Saunders 
Stephen  Pascal  Sharples 
William  Roscoe  Thayer 
Susanna  Willard 
Rebecca  Clark  Winter 

a total  of  eight  in  fifteen  months  as  against  fifteen  in  the  pre- 
vious twelve  months. 
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During  this  period  the  Council  has  met  but  rarely,  partly 
because  of  the  great  difficulty  of  assembhng  its  members,  who 
are  for  the  most  part  extremely  occupied.  On  at  least  one  occa- 
sion three  separate  attempts  on  different  dates  were  necessary 
before  even  a quorum  could  be  gathered. 

The  proposed  tablet  at  the  Hooper-Lee-Nichols  House  still 
remains  on  our  agenda,  as  the  matter  has  been  complicated  by 
the  transfer  of  the  house  to  new  ownership.  The  prospects, 
however,  seem  encouraging  for  a tablet  satisfactory  to  all 
parties. 

An  elaborate  and  painstaking  report,  accompanied  by  maps, 
was  received  from  Mrs.  W.  F.  Brooks  on  the  subject  of  the  sup- 
posed Revolutionary  hospital  burying  ground  at  Mt.  Auburn 
and  Channing  Streets,  showing  that  human  remains  have  been 
exhumed  there  on  at  least  three  different  occasions.  On  one  of 
these  occasions  the  gravestone  was  found  of  Joseph  Taylor  of 
Peterboro,  N.  H.,  who  was  wounded  at  Bunker  Hill  and  died 
August  17,  1775,  presumably  in  the  hospital,  thus  lending 
strong  color  to  the  supposition  as  to  the  nature  of  the  burying 
place.  After  discussion,  however,  the  matter  was  tabled.  As 
only  two  or  three  house  lots  now  remain  on  the  site,  the  idea  of  a 
public  park  or  reservation  was  obviously  impractical,  and  the 
only  possibility  seems  to  be  for  a memorial  tablet  of  some  kind. 

In  accordance  with  a suggestion  by  the  management  of  the 
Cambridge  Tribune  a concerted  attempt  has  been  made  to  inter- 
est the  Society  in  undertaking  seriously  one  of  the  objects  for 
which  it  was  specifically  founded  — the  collection  of  photo- 
graphs and  view^s  of  old  houses,  historic  and  beauty  spots  in 
Cambridge,  especially  if  threatened  with  removal  or  destruc- 
tion. A circular  was  sent  to  every  member;  but  beyond  some 
subscriptions  of  money  for  the  purpose,  very  little  seems  to  have 
resulted.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  while  tremendous 
changes  are  now  taking  place  in  our  local  scenery,  so  little  effort 
is  being  made  to  preserve  the  memories  of  what  is  being  so 
rapidly  displaced,  never  to  return. 

The  long  hiatus  which  has  existed  in  the  editorship  of  the 
Society's  Proceedings  (now  six  years  in  arrears)  has  at  last  been 
filled  by  the  Secretary,  who  has  undertaken  the  accumulated 
mass  of  work  wdth  much  diffidence  and  who  must  beg  the  for- 
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bearance  of  the  Society  for  his  efforts.  One  yearns  Proceedings 
have  already  been  prepared  for  the  press,  and  a second  year  is 
well  under  way.  It  is  proposed  to  publish  these  two  years  in  one 
volume  to  lessen  the  cost,  which  is  now  so  great  as  to  be  a seri- 
ous tax  upon  the  treasury. 

The  most  interesting  constructive  work  accomplished  since 
the  last  annual  meeting  has  been  that  of  the  committee  on  the 
Old  Burjdng  Ground  at  Harvard  Square.  By  the  enthusiastic 
cooperation  of  Mr.  Thomas  E.  Williams,  Chairman  of  the 
Cemetery  Commissioners,  a considerable  appropriation  was 
secured  from  the  city.  With  this  a strong  iron  gate  to  match  the 
rest  of  the  present  fence  has  been  put  across  the  entrance  and  is 
locked  at  night  to  prevent  marauders  and  roysterers;  and  a 
force  of  men  has  been  employed  to  clean  out  the  accumulated 
rubbish,  which  has  so  disfigured  the  place,  to  trim  trees  and 
bushes,  and  to  spade  up  and  reseed  the  entire  surface.  Mean- 
time the  City  Engineer,  Mr.  Lewis  M.  Hastings,  has  most 
kindly  volimteered  to  have  his  surveyors  make  a detailed  large- 
scale  plot  of  the  ground,  showing  every  grave  and  tomb  now 
recognizable.  This  plan  is  already  in  good  forwardness  and  will, 
when  completed,  form  the  basis  of  much  further  work  which  the 
committee  hopes  to  carry  out. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  in  this  connection  that  while  eight 
Presidents  of  Harv^ard  College  have  long  been  knowm  to  be 
buried  in  this  ground,  evidence  has  recently  been  discovered 
that  a ninth.  Rev.  John  Rogers,  also  lies  among  this  goodly 
company  in  a grave  whose  tombstone,  pompously  inscribed  in 
Latin  by  Cotton  Mather,  has  long  disappeared. 

The  most  serious  need  of  the  Society  at  present  appears  to  be 
more  funds.  The  balance  now  in  the  treasury  will  be  more  than 
wiped  out  by  back  printing  within  a short  time,  and  besides 
this  expense  there  are  many  others,  which  ought  in  all  fairness 
to  be  met.  To  mention  only  a few:  the  exhaustive  and  invalu- 
able index  to  Paige’s  History  of  Cambridge  (w’hich  is  in  reality 
much  more  than  its  name  implies)  prepared  with  expert  and 
loving  care  by  Mrs.  Gozzaldi,  still  lies  in  manuscript  for  w^ant  of 
money  to  print  it.  The  Society’s  own  publications  will  soon 
reach  their  twentieth  volume  without  so  far  a shadow  of  an 
index  to  assist  searchers  in  discovering  the  ver^^  large  amount  of 
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information  now  virtually  hidden  in  their  pages.  It  will  soon 
be  the  turn  of  this  Society  to  entertain  the  Bay  State  Historical 
League  at  one  of  their  three  annual  gatherings,  and  we  should 
wish  to  make  this  occasion  worthy  in  all  respects  of  our  name 
and  position.  Future  public  meetings  of  the  Society  in  Sanders 
Theatre  or  elsewhere  must  be  financed.  The  expenses  con- 
nected with  properly  protecting,  ornamenting,  and  marking 
the  old  bur^dng  ground  will  be  heavy,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
creation  of  a hoped-for  fund  for  its  permanent  upkeep  in  con- 
junction with  the  city. 

The  membership  dues,  little  more  than  nominal,  can  never 
meet  these  and  other  projects  which  the  Society  is  anxious  to 
undertake  or  has  already  begun.  The  most  obvious  remedy 
seems  to  be  the  formation  of  a “Publication  Fund”;  such  a fund 
would  take  care  of  our  largest  single  item  of  expense,  leaving  the 
annual  dues  to  be  applied  to  other  important  objects.  A sub- 
stantial sum  could  doubtless  be  raised  by  subscriptions  from 
those  members  able  and  willing  to  aid  the  Society  in  this  way. 
Especially  for  those  who  for  one  reason  or  another  do  not  or  can 
not  help  the  Society  by  active  work  on  committees,  preparation 
of  papers,  special  research,  etc.,  this  very  real  method  of  assist- 
ing its  objects  and  reputation  is  earnestly  commended  for 
consideration. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

Samuel  F.  Batchelder 

Secretary 


January  29,  1924 


'■  ‘ . 


■'I 


V .I?-  V-- 
)vjrn  , V', 


)f',  V 


: c ’ .:;^■7, 

-i'J  .ivAjymi  .b?? 


'■q  I:; 


lV.''.:"V 


' ■ =: ;yU  CkI'-V-  '. .; L,* d i :••  /.'id' 


•LXiVri-i'.' • r.lt  i*iL. 


■ ' Jim-iioh-ijv-'i 

■ ■;  '■  .-'-d,  ,7 

d-  'V"  ' '-V  ‘ ' • ..  ‘rj.'f •;  ,i.  ,. 

, V-d.i^!;vbmr 

^7 :>ddj;d  "''.7  ':'o  ; " •.■  r.,/'  ■ ■ ’u ijsja 

i- '■■■'_  ' ■' - -^  i’U  x/m:-;  •' r' '7 1> 

’I.  ,!r>-  va  \ fcfeod' 

' . ■: ;-;■  .7  U 

, < ._d  , *rr"^n  'i(*s  , -.-'jir  avI  ./  * 


.1 ! - .'  ' 
■'d 


■m 


l:>  ho&i^ui  km  V hbs^:^ 


dShvP', 


:-''UdS 


iii- 

;■:  J , , J 


:tf 

■■ 


- ■:  4-,. 

■■ 


Mm 


4 


tr-.-:. 


, .-'"£^'4,  1-0  .* 


REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER  103 


REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER 

FOR  THE  PERIOD  FROM 

October  31,  1922  to  December  31,  1923 

or  H months,  due  to  change  in  the  fiscal  year  of  the  Society  to  make  it 
correspond  with  the  calendar  year 

Credit 

By  Balance  brought  forward  on  deposit  in 
National  ShawTnut  Bank,  Boston 
By  Interest  accrued  on  deposit  at  2 per  cent 
By  Cash  received  on  account  of  Annual  Dues 
from  Regular  Members  at  S3  each  . 

By  Cash  received  on  account  of  Annual  Dues 
from  Associate  Members  at  S2  each 
By  Cash  from  Initiation  Dues  of  S2  each 
By  Cash  from  Life  Memberships,  two  at  S50  each 
By  Cash  received  from  three  members  for  the 
Photograph  Fund 


$1,348.15 

S38.16 

492.00 

10.00 

6.00 

100.00 

10.00  656.16 


Total 


$2,004.31 
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Debit 

To  Printing: 

Notices  of  meetings 
Notices  of  Council  meetings 

and  cost  of  postals,  envelopes,  etc.  ...  $87.00 

To  addressing  and  mailing  bills  for  Annual  Dues 

labor  and  postage 7.81 

To  Paid  Hobbs  & Warren,  Stationers, 

record  book 18.50 

To  Paid  Court  Stenographer,  Report  of  address 
of  Dr.  H.  P.  Walcott,  87  folios  at  30  cents 

a folio 26.10 

To  Paid  Worcester  Bros 4.50 

and  Brock  Bros 3.00 

use  of  camp  chairs  for  meetings  January 

30  and  October  30 ' 7.50 

To  Cost  of  200  postage  stamps 4.00 

To  Paid  Dues  for  one  year 

Bay  State  Historical  League  ....  2.00 

To  Paid  Services  of  Secretary  and  Treasurer 

for  period  ending  October  31, 1923  at  $25  each  50.00 


Total  Expenses $202.91 

Total  Receipts  for  the  year,  including 

balance  brought  forward ‘ 2,004.31 

Balance  in  National  Shawmut  Bank  . . $1,801.40 

On  deposit  in  Cambridge  Savings  Bank, 
including  interest  to  January  10,  1924  . 639.91 


Total  cash  on  hand  December  31,  1924  . $2,441.31 


E.  & 0.  E. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Francis  W.  Sever 

Treasurer 

This  balance  compares  with  $1,488.32  at  close  of  previous  fiscal 
year. 
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OFFICERS  OF  THE  SOCIETY 


1923 

President Ephraim  Emerton 

{Worthington  Chauncey  Ford 
Mary  Isabella  Gozzaldi 
William  Coolidge  Lane 

Secretary Samuel  Francis  Batchelder 


Treasurer Francis  Webber  Sever 

Curator Edward  Locke  Gookin 


Council 


Samuel  Francis  Batchelder 
Joseph  Henry  Beale 
Stoughton  Bell 
Frank  Gaylord  Cook 
Richard  Henry  Dana 
Ephraim  Emerton 

Francis 


President 

Vice-Presidents  . . , , 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Curator 


Worthington  Chauncey  Ford 
Edward  Locke  Gookin 
Mary  Isabella  Gozzaldi 
William  Coolidge  Lane 
Alice  Mary  Longfellow 
Fred  Norris  Robinson 
Webber  Se^^er 

1924 

. Ephraim  Emerton 

Worthington  Chauncey  Ford 
Mary  Isabella  Gozzaldi 
William  Coolidge  Lane 
Samuel  Francis  Batchelder 
. George  Grier  Wright 
. Walter  Benja^hn  Briggs 


Council 


Samuel  Francis  Batchelder 
Joseph  Henry  Beale 
Stoughton  Bell 
Walter  Benjamin  Briggs 
Frank  Gaylord  Cook 
Ephraim  Emerton 

George  i 


Worthington  Chauncey  Ford 
Mary  Isabella  Gozzaldi 
William  Coolidge  Lane 
Alice  Mary  Longfellow 
Fred  Norris  Robinson 
Robert  Walcott 
ER  Wright 
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REGULAR  MEMBERS 
1922-24 


Marion  Stanley  Abbot 
Anne  Elizabeth  Allen 
Mary  Ware  Allen 
Oscar  Fayette  Allen 
Charles  Alimy 
Albert  Francis  Amee 
Sarah  Russell  Ames 
Albert  Stokes  Apsey 
Christina  Hopki^^son  Baker 
Elizabeth  French  Bartlett 
Joseph  Gardner  Bartlett 
Samuel  Francis  Batchelder 
Joseph  Henry  Beale 
Mabel  Arrabella  Lewis  Bell 
Stoughton  Bell 
Edward  McElroy  Benson 
Caroline  Eliza  Bill 
Clarence  Howard  Blackall 
Emma  Murray  Blackall 
Warren  Kendall  Blodgett 
Ella  Josephine  Boggs 
Annabel  Perry  Bonney 
Elvira  Brewster 
Walter  Benjai^iin  Briggs 
Ada  Leila  Cone  Brock 
Jessie  Waterman  Brooks 
SuiHNER  Albert  Brooks 
Josephine  Freeman  Bumstead 
Rat^mond  Calkins 
Zechariah  Chafee,  Jr. 

Leslie  Linwood  Cleveland 
J^'rank  Gaylord  Cook 


Louis  Craig  Cornish 
Samuel  McChord  Crothers 
Thomas  Harrison  Cummings 
Henry  Orville  Cutter 
William  Wilberforce 
Ballinger 

Elizabeth  Ellery  Dana 
Henry  Wadsworth  Long- 
fellow Dana 
Richard  Henry  Dana 
George  Clement  Deane 
Mary  Helen  Deane 
Ernest  Joseph  Dennen 
Edward  Sherman  Dodge  (L) 
Harry  Francis  Roby  Dolan 
Edward  Bangs  Drew 
Katherine  Dunbar 
William  Harrison  Dunbar 
Charles  Willi a]^i  Eliot 
Grace  Hopkinson  Eliot 
Sa]viuel  Atkins  Eliot 
Eimmons  Raymond  Ellis 
Frances  White  Emerson 
William  Emerson 
Ephraim  Emerton 
Sybil  Clark  Emerton 
Martha  Louisa  Stratton 
Ensign 

Prescott  Evarts 
Lilian  Horsford  Farlow 
Eunice  Whitney  Farley 
Felton 
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William  Wallace  Fexn 
Marion  Brown  Fessenden 
Henry  Wilder  Foote 
Edward  Waldo  Forbes 
Worthington  Chauncey  Ford 
Francis  Apthorp  Foster 
Frances  Fowler 
*Jabez  Fox 

fEuGENiA  Brooks  Frothingham 
Edith  Davenport  Fuller 
John  Taylor  Gilman 
Edward  Locke  Gookin 
Mary  Isabella  Gozzaldi 
Anna  Lyvian  Gray 
Chester  Noyes  Greenough 
Edwin  Atkins  Grozier 
Edwin  Blaisdell  Hale 
Albert  Harrison  Hall 
Elizabeth  Harris 
Albert  Bushnell  Hart 
Frank  Watson  Hastings 
Edward  Young  Hincks 
Lauretta  Ho  ague 
Theodore  Hoague 
Leslie  White  Hopkinson 
Eliza  Mason  Hoppin 
Cornelia  Conway  Felton 
Horsford 

Ka^therine  Horsford 
Alberta  Manning 
Houghton 
Roserysse  Gilman 
Houghton  (L) 

Arria  Sargent  Dixwell 
Howe 

*Clara  Howe 
Lois  Lilley  Howe 
Bertha  Morton  Howland 
♦Deceased 


George  Harvey  Hull 
Byron  Satterlee  Hurlbut 
Eda  Woolson  Hurlbut 
Anne  Smoot  Jackson 
Patrick  Tracy  Jackson 
James  Richard  Jewett 
Margaret  Weyerhaeuser 
Jewett 

George  Frederick  Kendall 
Justine  Houghton  Kershaw 
Anna  Read  Lambert 
William  Coolidge  Lane 
Maud  Adela  Lawson 
Flora  Virginia  Livingston 
Alice  Mary  Longfellow 
Joseph  Love  joy 
Natalie  Holden  Lovejoy 
Abbott  Lawrence  Lowell 
John  Livingston  Lowes 
Mary  Cornett  Lowes 
John  Charles  McIntire 
Herbert  Bruce  McIntire 
William  IMackintosh 
Macnair 

Phillippe  Belknap  Marcou 
Emma  Endicott  Marean 
John  Douglas  Merrill 
Dorothea  Foote  Merriman 
Roger  Bigelow  Merriman 
Joseph  Byram  Millett 
Emma  Maria  Cutter 
Mitchell 

Alice  Manton  Morgan 
Robert  Swain  Morison 
Velma  Maria  Morse 
Emma  Frances  Munroe 
Henry  Atherton  Nichols 
Albert  Perley  Norris 
fResigned 
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Margaket  Norton 
James  Atkins  Noyes 
Thomas  Francis  O'Malley 
James  Leonard  Paine 
Mary  Woolson  Paine 
Louisa  Phillips  Parker 
Bradford  Hendrick  Peirce 
John  Simpson  Penman 
Anna  Atwood  Pickering 
William  Henry  Pickering 
Clarence  Henry  Poor,  Jr. 
Arthur  Kingsley  Porter 
JoriN  Lyman  Porter 
Lucy  Wallace  Porter 
Alfred  Claghorn  Potter 
Roscoe  Pound 
Edward  Lothrop  Rand 
Harry  Seaton  Rand 
Helen  Leah  Reed 
Willard  Reed 
William  Bernard  Reid 
Fred  Norris  Robinson 
Margaret  Brooks  Robinson 
James  Hardy  Ropes 
Gertrude  Swan  Runkle 
John  Cornelius  Runkle 
Paul  Joseph  Sachs 
Mary  Ware  Sampson 
Eleanor  Whitney  Davis 
Sanger  (L) 

Dudley  Allen  Sargent 
Carrie  Huntington  Saunders 
^Herbert  Alden  Saunders 
Grace  Owen  Scudder 
WiNTHROP  SaLTONSTALL 
Scudder 

Francis  Webber  Sever 

*Deceased 


*Stephen  Paschall  Sharples 
Alice  Durant  Smith 
Philip  Leffingwell  Spalding 
Willard  Hatch  Sprague 
Genevieve  Stearns 
John  Hubbard  Sturgis 
William  Donnison  Swan 
John  Houghton  Taylor 
♦William  Roscoe  Thayer 
Joseph  Gilbert  Thorp 
Sarah  Moody  Toppan  (L) 
Alfred  Marston  Tozzer 
Eleanor  Gray  Tudor  (L) 
Bertha  Hallowell  Vaughan 
Charles  Peter  Vosburgh 
Maude  Batchelder  Vosburgh 
Robert  Walcott 
Henry  Bradford  Washburn 
Frederica  Davis  Watson 
Edith  Forbes  Webster 
Kenneth  Grant  Tremayne 
Webster 

Sarah  Cordelia  Fisher 
Wellington 
Alice  Merrill  White 
Fanny  Gott  White 
Horatio  Stevens  White 
Moses  Perkins  White 
William  Richardson 
Whittemore 
♦Susanna  Willard 
Olive  Swan  Williams 
Samuel  Williston 
George  Grafton  Wilson 
Mary  Peyton  Winlock 
fREBEccA  Clark  Winter 
John  William  Wood,  Jr.. 
fResigned 
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James  Haughton  Woods  Stephen  Emerson  Young 

George  Grier  Wright  Henrietta  Nesmith  Young 

ASSOCIATE  MEMBERS 

Gardner  Weld  Allen  Charles  Moreland  Carter 

Hollis  Russell  Bailey  Ernest  Lovering 

Mary  Persis  Bailey  Mary  Lee  Ware 

HONORARY  MEMBER 

James  Ford  Rhodes 


With  the  exception  of  Volume  VII,  which  is  out  of  print,  there  is 
on  hand  Qlay,  1931)  a small  stock  of  earlier  Publications  of  the  Cam- 
bridge Plistorical  Society.  The  price  is  SI. 00  each,  for  members  of  the 
Society;  SI. 50  each,  for  non-members.  Orders  and  remittances  should 
be  addressed  to  Walter  B.  Briggs,  Curator,  Widener  Library,  Cam- 
bridge, Massachusetts. 

INIr.  Briggs  is  also  able  to  supply  copies  of  i\Irs.  Gozzaldi’s  Index 
to  Paige’s  History  of  Cambridge,  published  in  1930.  The  price  is  S7.50 
a copy,  postpaid. 
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